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Psalm - 11


Introduction


Sir Cliff Richards - “The more we depend on God, the more dependable we find he is.” 
1

Psalm 11 gets right to the heart of that reality of depending on God because he is 
dependable. It is a Psalm of Confidence, as David shows strong confidence in God 
during unsettling times. 


Steve Lawson - “Never do believers experience God to be so sufficient as when they 
find themselves in the most difficult times, confronted with trials beyond their control. It 
is in man’s extremities that he discovers God’s sufficiencies.” 
2

Psalm 11:1-7 - To the choirmaster. Of David.

1 In the Lord I take refuge;

how can you say to my soul,

    “Flee like a bird to your mountain,

2 for behold, the wicked bend the bow;

    they have fitted their arrow to the string

    to shoot in the dark at the upright in heart;

3 if the foundations are destroyed,

    what can the righteous do?”

4 The Lord is in his holy temple;

    the Lord's throne is in heaven;

    his eyes see, his eyelids test the children of man.

5 The Lord tests the righteous,

    but his soul hates the wicked and the one who loves violence.

6 Let him rain coals on the wicked;

    fire and sulfur and a scorching wind shall be the portion of their cup.

7 For the Lord is righteous;

he loves righteous deeds;

    the upright shall behold his face.


There seems to be some sort of national crisis that is prompting this psalm. Whatever 
this crisis is, it threatens to overturn the stability of Israel. Those loyal to David are 
counseling him flee, but he will have none of it.


Though we cannot pin down the actual historical event David is describing here, 
scholars do like to speculate. They narrow it down to a few events we have recorded:


- Saul trying to kill David while he is serving in Saul’s court


 as quoted in Steve Lawson, Holman Old Testament Commentary: Psalms 1-75 (Nashville: 1

Holman Reference, 2003), 64

 Lawson, 64.2
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- Saul hunting David in the wilderness

- Absalom’s rebellion 


But we can know for sure that these are not the context of the Psalm. And here is how 
we know…during each of those times, David did in fact flee for his life! I think the only 
event that has any merit as the possible context is when Saul kills a bunch of priests. 
David has been on the run for some time from Saul. David and his companions come 
to the city of Nob, which is a city occupied exclusively by Israel’s priests. David goes to 
Ahimelech, who seems to be in charge of the city. David whips up a story as to why he 
is there so as not to tip off everyone that he is Saul’s enemy at this point. The priest 
gives David the holy bread that was part of the offering to God (Jesus references the 
account in Mark 2). While there David asks if they have any weapons they can give to 
him. The priests happen to be holding onto the sword of Goliath! They give it to him 
and send him on his way. They are completely ignorant of what David is doing.


Saul hears about it from Doeg, who had happened to be in Nob at the time 
David was there, and goes to Nob with a garrison of troops. He confronts 
Ahimelech and the priests. They deny any knowledge of David and Saul being 
enemies. And they are telling the truth. Here is Saul’s reply:


1 Samuel 22:16-19 - 16 And the king said, “You shall surely die, Ahimelech, you and all 
your father's house.” 17 And the king said to the guard who stood about him, “Turn 
and kill the priests of the Lord, because their hand also is with David, and they knew 
that he fled and did not disclose it to me.” But the servants of the king would not put 
out their hand to strike the priests of the Lord. 18 Then the king said to Doeg, “You turn 
and strike the priests.” And Doeg the Edomite turned and struck down the priests, and 
he killed on that day eighty-five persons who wore the linen ephod. 19 And Nob, the 
city of the priests, he put to the sword; both man and woman, child and infant, ox, 
donkey and sheep, he put to the sword.


That event sent shockwaves throughout Israel. The king who is responsible for 
maintaining social order is the very one who is destroying it. A few chapters later in 1 
Samuel 26, David accuses Saul of hunting him like a bird. And even though this is the 
only event that could potentially fit with what David says here in Psalm 11, David was 
on the run during that event. So it seems that we simply cannot know what event David 
is referencing, but that is ok. This is then a general event with an unknown background, 
yet presents a very real danger to David and the nation.


The psalm comes to us in two basic parts. The first part of the psalm in v. 1-3 is 
the danger of the situation, where v. 4-7 is the response. We could phrase it like 
this: v. 1-3 is the Temptation to Flee, while v. 4-7 shows us how David is Trusting 
in Faith.


1. TEMPTATION TO FLEE (V. 1-3)
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- v. 1 - David begins with a definitive statement that sets the tone for the entire psalm. 
In the Lord I take refuge. 


- While there may be a very real danger he is facing, David knows he is secure in 
Yahweh. It is his knowledge of, and love for Yahweh that makes David secure.


- Refuge - the word means to turn away from something to seek shelter or 
protection. The verb is in the present perfect, meaning that David’s trust of God 
has continued throughout all of his life. He has always sought shelter with God 
and he will not change his tactic now.


- We’ve already seen the concept of ‘refuge’ in the Psalms. 

- Psalm 2:12; 5:11; 7:1

- A refuge was typically a mountain fortress that elevates you over the enemy 

and gives you a strategic advantage. You’ll be able to see the enemy 
coming from miles away. The fortress is virtually impenetrable. For David 
though, God is the mountain fortress. He is where I hide. He is where I find 
my confidence. God is all the protection I need. 


- Again, this is a bit ironic because several times David did actually flee for 
his life. Fleeing is not always a sign of weakness or lack of trust in God. But 
there is something about this event in particular that makes David feel as if 
fleeing would be tantamount to betrayal of God.


- How can you say to my soul…apparently David is receiving counsel to flee. His 
military advisors, his political advisors, his friends and family, are telling him it is 
time to run. The ‘you’ is plural so he is getting this counsel from more than one 
person. These don’t appear to be David’s enemies threatening him and telling 
him to run away. They seem to be well-intentioned loyal followers who have 
David’s best interest at heart. And we will see that as we dissect what they say 
to him.


- How can you say?…the counsel to flee is illogical if the first part of the 
verse is true. A fearful flee is incompatible with faith.


- To my soul…soul meaning his inmost being. As we’ve seen before, the 
word for ‘soul’ is the word for ‘throat’ or ‘breath.’ It refers to the inner man, 
who you are as a person. So they aren’t implying that David is going to 
suffer from a military setback or political battle. David himself is in danger.


- Flee like a bird to your mountain…scholars debate on whether this is a general 
statement to flee to the mountains or to some specific place. I think it is a pretty 
clear specific place they are referring to.


- In 2 Samuel 5 David goes to war with the Jebusites and conquers the 
mountain fortress called Zion. This is the first mention of Mt. Zion in the 
Bible. David rebuilds it and renames it The City of David. It will later become 
his capital and is renamed the City of Jerusalem. This is why Jerusalem is 
often referred to as the City of David. Whenever Mt. Zion is referred to it 
means Jerusalem.


- Flee to your mountain…go to your military mountain stronghold and wait 
this out! Be safe. Fly like a bird to get there…hurry! 


- v. 2 - this is the description of why David is in danger. The enemy is readying itself 
for battle.
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- The wicked…we will see them referred to here in v. 2 and again in v. 5 and v. 6. 
And we have already seen the wicked mentioned throughout the psalms so far.


- Psalm 1:1,4,5,6; 3:7; 7:9,14:9:5,16,17; 10:2,3,4,13,15

- The wicked are the ungodly in general. The word carries with it the idea that 

they are ones who stand guilty before God. 

- Bend the bow…meaning they are preparing to attack. lit. Tread the bow, 

referring to standing on one end of the bow to bend it to attach the string. It is a 
progressive perfect, meaning it is happening as we speak. So there is an 
urgency to this counsel as the enemy is preparing to attack right now.


- Shoot [arrows] in the dark…could be taken figuratively as referring to words.


Psalm 64:1-4 - Hear my voice, O God, in my complaint;

    preserve my life from dread of the enemy.

2 Hide me from the secret plots of the wicked,

    from the throng of evildoers,

3 who whet their tongues like swords,

    who aim bitter words like arrows,

4 shooting from ambush at the blameless,

    shooting at him suddenly and without fear.


- most likely to be taken literally, meaning there is a pending military attack 
that is coming. David and his nation are in very real danger. 


- At the upright in heart…the enemy is coming after the righteous ones. Likely just 
a reference to the integrity and morality of the nation. They are God’s people, 
the righteous ones with the Righteous One on their side. Obviously those who 
would attack God’s people are considered the wicked, those who are 
intentionally coming after the righteous.


- v. 3 - this now comes down to the issue at hand…this is the key question at the 
heart of the counsel to flee. If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous 
do? 


- ‘foundations’ refers most likely to social order (Psalm 82:5; Ezekiel 30:4). It is 
figurative for the established customs, laws, and general way of life for the 
community.


- It could possibly refer even to the pillars of society, the elite, the aristocracy, the 
politicians, law enforcement, the king himself. 


- If law and order are destroyed, or if the king is killed, what can the righteous do? 
The question is rhetorical. The answer is clear…nothing. If the backbone of our 
society is destroyed, the righteous will have no power. We will have no recourse 
of action. So they counsel David to run and hide, because if he is safe, the 
nation itself is safe.


v. 4-7 are the response to their counsel. James Montgomery Boice called these verses 
“faith’s response to fear’s counsel.” Allan Ross calls these verses the “divine 
alternative” to their counsel. David now retorts.
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2. TRUSTING IN FAITH (V. 4-7)


Notice in these four verses, David references Yahweh 4 separate times. He is definitely 
finding his confidence in God alone.


Psalm 90:1-2 - Lord, you have been our dwelling place

    in all generations.

2 Before the mountains were brought forth,

    or ever you had formed the earth and the world,

    from everlasting to everlasting you are God.


And in his declaration of trust in God, he focuses in on different aspects of God and his 
character.


A. GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY (V. 4A)


- The Lord is in his holy temple; the Lord’s throne is in heaven…typically when we 
think of God’s temple we are thinking of the one in Jerusalem, where he dwells on 
Earth. But that hasn’t been built yet. Solomon, David’s son builds that. This is 
referring to his heavenly dwelling, over and above all things. In fact, the Hebrew 
word for temple is the same word for palace. This is God’s home, his kingly court.


- God forever reigns on his heavenly and holy throne.

- So if you are concerned about the foundations being destroyed and society 

being shaken, it is best to trust in the unshakeable reign of God.

- James Johnston - “Nothing happens in Heaven above, on the Earth around, or 

even in Hell below that he does not ordain and overrule.” 
3

- Allen Ross - “The point is that the faithful fix their confidence on the heavenly 
sovereign and his plans, and not on earthly, human institutions.” 
4

- I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again…it is God’s sovereignty that is the most 
comforting doctrine for believers. This is why we can sleep at night. If God was not 
sovereign we’d have to stay up all night every night being anxious and alone.


B. GOD’S SCRUTINY (V. 4B-5)


- his eyes see…that word for see means to gaze, to behold, to look intently, to 
scrutinize. This is God’s divine investigation into the happenings of earth. He has full 
awareness of all that takes place.


- Remember, this is the theme of psalm 10. Psalm 10:11,14


 James Johnston, Preaching the Word Volume 1: Psalms 1 to 41 (Wheaton: Crossway, 2015), 3

129

 Allan Ross, A Commentary on The Psalms Volume 1 (1-41) (Grand Rapids: Kregel Academic, 4

2011), 341



Page 6

Proverbs 15:3 - 3 The eyes of the Lord are in every place,

    keeping watch on the evil and the good.


- And it gets even more intense…his eyelids test…this is certainly and odd and 
unique phrase. His eyelids getting involved means he is squinting his eyes in 
focus. The eyelids have come into play and are narrowing the field of vision to 
the specific issue that is happening. 


- The Lord tests the righteous…what does this mean? Is God punishing us by bringing 
these trials into life so that he can play games with our lives? What does it mean that 
God tests? The word he uses 2x here for ‘test’ means to examine. When you take a 
test at school, they are called exams because you are being examined. Same thing 
here. So not only is God aware of what is happening, he is using those events to see 
whether you are operating by faith or by fear. 


- One implication of God’s scrutinizing, all knowing gaze, is his seeing and 
determining what is happening in our lives and how we are responding. 
Because you cannot control what happens to you, but you can control how you 
respond. David is confident God will find that he is responding in faith. So bring 
on the challenges, because I know what God will find when he pokes around.


- This theme of testing is common in the Psalms.


Psalm 17:3 - 3 You have tried my heart, you have visited me by night,

    you have tested me, and you will find nothing;

    I have purposed that my mouth will not transgress.


Psalm 26:2 - 2 Prove me, O Lord, and try me;

    test my heart and my mind.


Psalm 66:10 - For you, O God, have tested us;

    you have tried us as silver is tried.


That verse in particular shows the heart behind this testing. As silver is tried. The word 
was used to refer to the purifying of precious metals, called smelting. It is the process 
of intensely heating up the metal until the impurities rise to the surface and then 
scooping them off. Thus making the already valuable metal even more valuable. And 
notice that the psalmist continually is asking God, inviting God, to complete this 
process on himself.


Psalm 139:23 - Search me, O God, and know my heart!

    Try me and know my thoughts!


- this idea of testing is behind what Peter wrote about our faith.


1 Peter 1:3-9 - 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to 
his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God's power are being 
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guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you 
rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various 
trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that 
perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. 
Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is 
inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation 
of your souls.


- now let’s look at the opposing side…the Lord tests the righteous, but his soul hates 
the wicked…notice that the opposite of testing isn’t letting the wicked get away with 
anything. Testing here is contrasted with hatred. So this testing from God is an act of 
love for his righteous ones. The wicked receive no such love from him. He is not 
purifying and strengthening their faith. They don’t have any. He is in opposition to 
them.


- These are strong words against the wicked. But again people like to focus on 
‘God is love’ and ignore verses like this. All the wicked receive, likely best 
translated as the ‘wicked who loves violence’ is rejection and threat of wrath.


- His soul hates…soul referring to God’s entire being. Hate means to reject, while 
love means to accept. In Malachi 1 you have the famous statement from God 
that ‘Jacob I loved but Esau I hated.’ The Apostle Paul uses this phrase in 
Romans 9 to prove God’s sovereign choosing of those who are his own. What 
does it mean that he loved one and hated the other. It means, in context, that he 
chose Jacob and rejected Esau.


- God loves/accept the righteous and hates/rejects the wicked.


C. GOD’S SEVERITY (V. 6)


- let him rain coals on the wicked…this is an interesting phrase. God has a history of 
raining coals/fire/sulfur on people. The most famous in the destruction of Sodom 
and Gomorrah. God simply rains down fire on his enemies to destroy the wicked. 
That is his prayer here…God destroy the wicked.


- Word for ‘coals’ literally translates as ‘trap.’ Specifically used for bird traps. So 
there is a bit of irony here with v. 1 being counseled to flee like a bird, now 
stating that God will trap with wicked like birds.


- Scorching wind…cold be translated as ‘burning breath’


Isaiah 11:4 - 4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,

    and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;

and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,

    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.


- all of this is the portion of their cup…cup is a metaphor for life in general. Sometimes 
the portion of the cup is good…Psalm 23:5 my cup overflows…sometimes it is bad 
like in Isaiah 51:11 with the wicked drinking the cup of wrath.
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- This is the result of God’s divine displeasure with the wicked. He bring wrath and 
judgement. And it is expressed here in the form of prayer or wish. And he could be 
implying it will be immediate (like Sodom and Gomorrah), or that it will be eventually 
at the destruction of the wicked.


- Though many don’t like the idea of God bringing wrath, we understand that wrath 
and love go together. They are linked together. For example, if you love your family, 
don’t you rightly bring wrath on those who would bring them harm? Precisely 
because God loves his people he brings wrath on those who would harm his 
Beloved.


D. GOD’S SUPPORT (V. 7)


- for the Lord is righteous…that is linked to the statement right before it. God brings 
wrath and judgement…for he is righteous. 


- He loves righteous deeds (which he gets to define as the one who is righteous), 
meaning he accepts those who live righteously and rejects those who live 
unrighteously (those who are attacking David and Israel). The primary cause of 
judgment is God’s character. 


- The upright…those who are currently being attacked (v. 2b) are those who will 
be rewarded.


- Shall behold his face…could be a metaphor for divine favor.


Numbers 6:24-26 - 24 The Lord bless you and keep you;

25 the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;

26 the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.


Psalm 30:7 - 7 By your favor, O Lord,

    you made my mountain stand strong;

you hid your face;

    I was dismayed.


- but there is no reason to not also see this as literal. Because this is part of the 
promises from God for eternity.


1 John 3:1-2 - See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be 
called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is 
that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be 
has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, 
because we shall see him as he is.
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Application


- Charles Spurgeon - “God refines with afflictions.”

- Arno C. Gaebelein said of the question in v. 3 that it is the “burning question of our 

day.” If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do? He said that in 
1939. Infinitely more true today when the very moral fabric of our nation is being 
ripped apart. Though this is nothing new. There were no golden eras of God’s 
blessing and personal morality. Too many look at the past with nostalgia and see a 
photoshopped version of life that was never real. People have always been wicked 
and the world has always been broken. Today we are simply fighting on more 
fronts…marriage, sexuality, gender ideology, abortion as healthcare. And as the tide 
continues to turn away from biblical values, what can the righteous do?


- Temptation to flee

- Physically…move to wilderness, commune, monastery…just remove self from 

civilization.

- Culturally…freeze a supposed era in time. Think of the Amish or Hasidic Jews. 

Are they typically known for reaching the lost?

- Emotionally…I just won’t care any more. If someone suffers from result of their 

sin my attitude will be ‘that’s what they get!’ They forget that Blessed are the 
merciful.


James Johnston - “Flight is a form of unbelief if it is a substitute for trusting God.” 
5

- how do we flee from sin without abandoning the lost to Hell? 

- The Apostle Paul endured much for the sake of spreading the Gospel. On 

occasion, he also fled fo this life, being lowered in a basket outside the city 
walls to escape death.


- Missionary organizations train like spies. Teach how to pick handcuffs and 
escape restraints, even endure torture. If God wants you to escape, you have 
the skills. If God wants you to die, just stay. 


- Matthew 10:28 - 28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. 
Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.


- We trust in a kingdom that cannot be shaken


Hebrews 12:18-29 - 18 For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire 
and darkness and gloom and a tempest 19 and the sound of a trumpet and a voice 
whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to them. 
20 For they could not endure the order that was given, “If even a beast touches the 
mountain, it shall be stoned.” 21 Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I 
tremble with fear.” 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23 and to 
the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, 
and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new 
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.


 Johnston, 128.5
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25 See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when 
they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him 
who warns from heaven. 26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has 
promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” 27 This 
phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of things that are shaken—that is, 
things that have been made—in order that the things that cannot be shaken may 
remain. 28 Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, 
and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, 29 for our 
God is a consuming fire.
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Psalm - 12


Introduction


In 1 Kings 17, wicked King Ahab has just taken over the throne of Israel. The Bible 
describes that he does evil more than anyone who came before him (1 Kings 16:30). 
On top of that, he marries a pagan named Jezebel and begins to worship her false god, 
Baal. 


1 Kings 16:33b - Ahab did more to provoke the Lord, the God of Israel, to anger than 
all the kings of Israel who were before him.


In response to his evil, God sends word of a drought through the prophet Elijah. After 
the miracle for the widow of Zarephath and then raising her son from the dead, God 
sends Elijah to confront Ahab regarding his wicked ways.


1 Kings 18:17-19 - 17 When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is it you, you troubler 
of Israel?” 18 And he answered, “I have not troubled Israel, but you have, and your 
father's house, because you have abandoned the commandments of the Lord and 
followed the Baals. 19 Now therefore send and gather all Israel to me at Mount Carmel, 
and the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel's 
table.”


On top of Mt. Carmel Elijah confronts the Israelites for their disobedience to God and 
proposes a test. He will build an altar to God while the prophets of Baal build on to 
him. Whichever God answers with fire is the one, true God and the people will commit 
to worship that God. Elijah has the prophets of Baal go first.


1 Kings 18:25-29 - 25 Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose for yourselves 
one bull and prepare it first, for you are many, and call upon the name of your god, but 
put no fire to it.” 26 And they took the bull that was given them, and they prepared it 
and called upon the name of Baal from morning until noon, saying, “O Baal, answer 
us!” But there was no voice, and no one answered. And they limped around the altar 
that they had made. 27 And at noon Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry aloud, for he is a 
god. Either he is musing, or he is relieving himself, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he 
is asleep and must be awakened.” 28 And they cried aloud and cut themselves after 
their custom with swords and lances, until the blood gushed out upon them. 29 And as 
midday passed, they raved on until the time of the offering of the oblation, but there 
was no voice. No one answered; no one paid attention.


Now it is Elijah’s turn. He builds the altar and places the bull on it. He digs a trench and 
has them dump crazy amounts of water on it.


1 Kings 18:36-40 - 36 And at the time of the offering of the oblation, Elijah the prophet 
came near and said, “O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this 
day that you are God in Israel, and that I am your servant, and that I have done all 
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these things at your word. 37 Answer me, O Lord, answer me, that this people may 
know that you, O Lord, are God, and that you have turned their hearts back.” 38 Then 
the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt offering and the wood and the stones 
and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 And when all the 
people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, “The Lord, he is God; the Lord, he is 
God.” 40 And Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal; let not one of them 
escape.” And they seized them. And Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon and 
slaughtered them there.


God then sends rain on the land in a showing of thorough defeat. Listen though to 
what happens next.


1 Kings 19:1-4 - Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all 
the prophets with the sword. 2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So 
may the gods do to me and more also, if I do not make your life as the life of one of 
them by this time tomorrow.” 3 Then he was afraid, and he arose and ran for his life 
and came to Beersheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there.

4 But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness and came and sat down 
under a broom tree. And he asked that he might die, saying, “It is enough; now, O Lord, 
take away my life, for I am no better than my fathers.”


He eventually flees to Mt. Horeb. There, God will meet with him. Pay close attention to 
Elijah’s words:


1 Kings 19:9-18 - 9 There he came to a cave and lodged in it. And behold, the word of 
the Lord came to him, and he said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10 He 
said, “I have been very jealous for the Lord, the God of hosts. For the people of Israel 
have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with 
the sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away.” 11 And he 
said, “Go out and stand on the mount before the Lord.” And behold, the Lord passed 
by, and a great and strong wind tore the mountains and broke in pieces the rocks 
before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind. And after the wind an earthquake, 
but the Lord was not in the earthquake. 12 And after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord 
was not in the fire. And after the fire the sound of a low whisper. 13 And when Elijah 
heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of 
the cave. And behold, there came a voice to him and said, “What are you doing here, 
Elijah?” 14 He said, “I have been very jealous for the Lord, the God of hosts. For the 
people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your 
prophets with the sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it 
away.” 15 And the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 
Damascus. And when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. 16 And 
Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall anoint to be king over Israel, and Elisha the son of 
Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall anoint to be prophet in your place. 17 And the one 
who escapes from the sword of Hazael shall Jehu put to death, and the one who 
escapes from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha put to death. 18 Yet I will leave seven 
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thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has 
not kissed him.”


TS - Elijah has just dominated in this battle over the prophets of Baal. Yet a threat from 
one woman sends him running. And how does he feel in this moment? Utterly alone. I 
am the only one left. Everyone else has forsaken the Lord and is wicked. Only I stand 
with the Lord still. Now, it wasn’t true, but it certainly felt that way. God always has a 
remnant who are faithful. 7,000 Israelites have remained faithful to the Lord. Elijah is 
not alone.  This issue of feeling alone, even when you’re not, is the core message of 
Psalm 12.


Psalm 12:1-8 - Save, O Lord, for the godly one is gone;

    for the faithful have vanished from among the children of man.

2 Everyone utters lies to his neighbor;

    with flattering lips and a double heart they speak.

3 May the Lord cut off all flattering lips,

    the tongue that makes great boasts,

4 those who say, “With our tongue we will prevail,

    our lips are with us; who is master over us?”

5 “Because the poor are plundered, because the needy groan,

    I will now arise,” says the Lord;

    “I will place him in the safety for which he longs.”

6 The words of the Lord are pure words,

    like silver refined in a furnace on the ground,

    purified seven times.

7 You, O Lord, will keep them;

    you will guard us from this generation forever.

8 On every side the wicked prowl,

    as vileness is exalted among the children of man.


The superscript tells us that David is the author of this psalm. One small note…there is 
no personal language here. No I, Me, or My. David’s prayer is centered on the others, 
not on something specific he is caught up in. Once again, we cannot pinpoint any 
specific historical context. The scholars list the usual suspects…perhaps when Saul 
was trying to kill David, because Saul whipped up lies against David. Or perhaps during 
Absalom’s rebellion since the rebellion was built upon all the lies that Absalom spread 
around the kingdom to gain his alliances. But we cannot know for sure. And since we 
cannot pin down the exact context, this psalm feels a bit more universal and timeless 
in scope. And rightly so, as we deal with this very issue still today.


One intriguing point was brought out by one commentator…he thinks these liars 
and braggarts are within David’s own royal court. They are buttering him up for 
their own selfish gain. David is stuck in the middle of all the madness and is 
growing weary. These issues certainly seemed to be present in King Solomon’s 
court, as he addressed these issues regularly in the Proverbs:
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Proverbs 26:28 - 28 A lying tongue hates its victims,

    and a flattering mouth works ruin.


Proverbs 28:23 - 23 Whoever rebukes a man will afterward find more favor

    than he who flatters with his tongue.


Proverbs 29:5 - 5 A man who flatters his neighbor

    spreads a net for his feet.


Regardless of the context, we resonate with David’s cry here. He looks around at a 
once God-fearing society that was built upon God’s own law and it is now crumbling. 
He feels utterly alone in his faithfulness. The Psalm easily divides into two equal parts. 
David’s Prayer for Help and God Promise to Help.


1. DAVID’S PRAYER FOR HELP (V. 1-4)


- v. 1 - Save, O Lord…this is a striking imperative. Coming right out of the gate, David 
seeks God’s direct help. Again, as we’ve seen before, ‘save’ is not referring to 
eternal salvation, but to rescue or deliverance from the crisis at hand. 


- Why does God need to rescue? Two parallel reasons are given:

- The godly one is gone // faithful have vanished


- Godly and faithful are synonyms referring to those who can be trusted to keep 
their word. The context of the psalm as a whole makes the case for that.


- ‘Faithful’ is a passive participle, clearly bringing the idea of those who are 
reliable or trustworthy.


- Related to the Hebrew word for ‘truth.’


Psalm 15:1-2 - O Lord, who shall sojourn in your tent?

    Who shall dwell on your holy hill?

2 He who walks blamelessly and does what is right

    and speaks truth in his heart;


- All those in the land that I can trust, that are faithful to their word, who trust 
in and follow the Lord…they are all gone. Vanished without a trace. All that 
will leave in the nation is a culture that is oppressive and dangerous.


- This seems like a fitting conclusion to Psalm 10 and 11. Remember in 
Psalm 10, we are introduced to the words of the wicked.


Psalm 10:3-7 - 3 For the wicked boasts of the desires of his soul,

    and the one greedy for gain curses and renounces the Lord.

4 In the pride of his face the wicked does not seek him;

    all his thoughts are, “There is no God.”

5 His ways prosper at all times;

    your judgments are on high, out of his sight;

    as for all his foes, he puffs at them.

6 He says in his heart, “I shall not be moved;
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    throughout all generations I shall not meet adversity.”

7 His mouth is filled with cursing and deceit and oppression;

    under his tongue are mischief and iniquity.


Psalm 11 tells us that the wicked were destroying the foundations…the very moral 
fabric of society.


- it seems like they are winning. Now in Psalm 12 we are told that the arrows of 
the wicked have taken out all the godly and faithful. 


- vanished…from the children of man. He will use that phrase 2x (here and in 
v. 8). It is a universal statement. So the faithful and godly aren’t just gone 
from Israel, but from everywhere. How could he know that? Well, if Israel is 
struggling with this, and they are God’s covenant people, where does that 
leave the pagan nations without God and without his law? 


- He underscores this universality of the issue in v. 2…


- v. 2 - Everyone…that is about as universal of a word that you can use. And this 
ungodliness and unfaithfulness in the land looks like sins of the tongue, sins of 
speech. And though it seems like the godly have gone, the wicked have increased. 
Everyone.


- Lies…this is an interesting word in Hebrew. It would literally be translated as 
‘vain’ or ‘vanity.’ It means ‘empty.’ This is a word that describes words with a 
false purpose or deception. 


- Describes false gods in 


Jonah 2:8 - 8 Those who pay regard to vain idols

    forsake their hope of steadfast love.


Psalm 127:1-2 - Unless the Lord builds the house,

    those who build it labor in vain.

Unless the Lord watches over the city,

    the watchman stays awake in vain.

2 It is in vain that you rise up early

    and go late to rest,

eating the bread of anxious toil;

    for he gives to his beloved sleep.


- it is vain, a falsehood, to think that you can do this on your own.  Only God 
can grant these things.


- So all the conversations being had in the land are either empty or 
dishonest. They have no good purpose. Everyone lies.


- To his neighbor…so this isn’t just happening from people towards their 
enemies. This is happening among even the closest of relationships. 
That how pervasive these lies have become. It is everywhere.
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- with flattering lips…this goes a step further than merely lying. This adds the 
element of evil motive. Again, this is what Solomon was teaching against in the 
Proverbs. The word for ‘flatter’ literally translates as ‘smooth.’ These are people 
who tell you what you want to hear in the name of gaining something for 
themselves. 


- Double heart they speak…this now gets to the root of the problem. Jesus said 
in Matthew 12:34 that out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks. The 
righteous speak from a reservoir of righteousness. The wicked speak from the 
reservoir of wickedness. So the issue isn’t really their speech. The problem is 
their heart. 


- They are saying one thing but their heart means another. From a deceptive 
heart, their words mislead and manipulate.


- v. 3 continues the prayer and asks God to act specifically. 

- Cut off…this is obviously not a literal request. Cutting off lips and tongues 

doesn’t solve the problem of a sinful heart. This past Sunday I referenced Jesus’ 
famous commands in Matthew 5 to gouge out your eye and cut off your hand if 
they cause you to sin. Jesus is obviously using hyperbole there. Sadly, some 
throughout history have tried to interpret Jesus’ words literally there. The early 
church father, Origen, famously cut off his penis to solve his problem with lust. It 
didn’t work. Lust is a sin of the heart first and foremost. 


- Could this mean excommunication? Cut them off…send them out.

- This most likely means what it clearly references, and is common in the 

Psalms…destroy them. They care causing damage. They are a threat. 

- Flattering lips and tongues…a reference to the whole persons who are 

committing these sins, not their body parts. 

- ILL - when captain of a ship says ‘All hands on deck.’ He isn’t referring to 

their hands. He means the persons are to report for work.

- Tongue that makes great boasts. Boasting in the outward expression of the 

inward pride of the heart.

- This calls back to Genesis 11 when mankind gathered in the Plain of Shinar, 

later to be renamed Babylon, to build a Tower at Babel. They declare they 
want to build this monument to their own greatness. Because they think 
they deserve to be up in the heavens with God. Humanity’s tongue has 
always made great boasts.


James 3:2-12 - 2 For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in 
what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. 3 If we put bits 
into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole bodies as well. 
4 Look at the ships also: though they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they 
are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5 So also the 
tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things.

How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6 And the tongue is a fire, a world 
of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, 
setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. 7 For every kind of beast 
and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, 
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8 but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 
9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in 
the likeness of God. 10 From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, 
these things ought not to be so. 11 Does a spring pour forth from the same opening 
both fresh and salt water? 12 Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine 
produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield fresh water.


- v. 4 is one of those great boasts…

- With our tongue we will prevail…’prevail’ here means ‘powerful.’ It is used in 

Psalm 45:3 of a strong and mighty warrior. There is nothing that can stand in the 
way of this smooth talk and blowhard boasting. 


- Our lips are with us…meaning, our lips belong to us. We can say whatever we 
want and get away with it. No one can stop us. Go back to Ps. 10:


Psalm 10:3-7 - 3 For the wicked boasts of the desires of his soul,

    and the one greedy for gain curses and renounces the Lord.

4 In the pride of his face the wicked does not seek him;

    all his thoughts are, “There is no God.”

5 His ways prosper at all times;

    your judgments are on high, out of his sight;

    as for all his foes, he puffs at them.

6 He says in his heart, “I shall not be moved;

    throughout all generations I shall not meet adversity.”

7 His mouth is filled with cursing and deceit and oppression;

    under his tongue are mischief and iniquity.


- who is master over us? This is the issue of issues right here. We answer to no 
one, not even God. We are successful. We are powerful. Therefore there is an 
unwillingness to submit to any form of authority. The wicked cast off all 
restraints and live however they choose. When such arrogance is joined with 
deception and a willingness to mislead for personal gain, there is no limit to the 
destruction they can cause.


David has done all he can do. He is alone. He is outnumbered and overwhelmed. 
Everyone around him is a liar, deceiver, and wickedly arrogant. They refuse 
accountability and boast of their wickedness. All David can do is cry out to God to 
Save! And he does…


2. GOD’S PROMISE TO HELP (V. 5-8)


Now we come to verse 5, which is the focal point of the entire psalm.


- v. 5 - I will now arise, God says. This is incredibly rare. It is only the second psalm so 
far where God speaks (Psalm 2). It is the first psalm where God directly responds to 
and answers the prayer that is offered.




Page 8

- Instead of telling us about his confidence that God will answer, he is so 
confident in that conclusion that he offers God’s words for him.


- Arise…we have already seen this word numerous times (3:7; 7:6; 9:19; 10:12). 
Now God himself uses the same word…a call the battle. God is now rising up in 
active defense of his people and active attack against the enemy.


- Because the poor are plundered and the needy groan…again, a reference 
to the vulnerable in society. We saw that in Psalm 10:9,10,14 referring to the 
poor, the helpless, and the fatherless. 


- I will NOW arise…a divine turning point. God now goes from patience and 
forbearance to active deliverance, which is exactly what David prayed for 
when he cried out for God to ‘save.’ 


- I am reminded of Exodus 3 when God speaks to Moses in the burning 
bush regarding the Israelites in slavery in Egypt.


Exodus 3:1-10 - Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the 
priest of Midian, and he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to 
Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of 
fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was 
not consumed. 3 And Moses said, “I will turn aside to see this great sight, why the 
bush is not burned.” 4 When the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called to 
him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then he said, “Do 
not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are standing 
is holy ground.” 6 And he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look 
at God.

7 Then the Lord said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt 
and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, 8 and I 
have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up 
out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the 
place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the 
Jebusites. 9 And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and I 
have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. 10 Come, I will 
send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of 
Egypt.”


- God now rises to act to place the vulnerable in the safety for which he 
longs…’longs’ is literally ‘breathe out’ or ‘pant.’ They are crying out for 
deliverance from the tyranny and the deception of those around them. God 
hears.


- v. 6 describes God’s words. In contrast to the boastful, empty, deceptive words of 
the wicked, God’s words are true and trustworthy.


- They are pure words. Pure is a callback to the ceremonial laws God laid out in 
the OT. Sacrifices were to be pure, meaning they were without flaw or defect. 
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- Like silver refined in a furnace…referred last week to smelting, the heating up of 
a precious metal to rid it of impurities. The impurities (dross) rises to the surface 
and is skimmed off, leaving a more pure metal. 


- Furnace on the ground…likely reference to a furnace made of clay.

- How many times is the silver purified? seven. The number of perfection. So 

God’s words are pure, they are the purest of pure. 

- Not meaning that God’s words used to have hints of impurity and had to be 

filtered. But that God’s words are already like the finished product of perfect 
purification. No impurities at all.


- Notice that David does not tell us about how he feels about God’s words. 
He offers to us the proven facts about God’s word. It is true and 
trustworthy. It is clear, direct, true, reliable.


John 17:17 - 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.


- remember, there is a difference between ‘true’ and ‘truth.’ Something is true 
when it aligns with truth. Example…if I drop my bible it will fall to the floor. How 
do we know that is a true statement? Because it align with the factual truth of 
gravity. Jesus did not say that God’s word was true (though it is). It is truth. It is 
the standard by which we discover what is true and false.


Psalm 19:7-11 - 7 The law of the Lord is perfect,

    reviving the soul;

the testimony of the Lord is sure,

    making wise the simple;

8 the precepts of the Lord are right,

    rejoicing the heart;

the commandment of the Lord is pure,

    enlightening the eyes;

9 the fear of the Lord is clean,

    enduring forever;

the rules of the Lord are true,

    and righteous altogether.

10 More to be desired are they than gold,

    even much fine gold;

sweeter also than honey

    and drippings of the honeycomb.

11 Moreover, by them is your servant warned;

    in keeping them there is great reward.


- in a world such as David describes, it is a conform to know that God’s word is 
trustworthy when everyone else around you is lying.


- v. 7 - he now turns and addresses God directly again with more words of 
confidence. Because God’s word is pure, promises become expectations. 
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- Keep/guard - notice he did not say that God would remove them from the 
scenario. But that God would preserve them.


- Keep - lit. Preserve.  The noun associated with this verb is used to refer to 
prisons and guards. 


Psalm 121:1-8 - I lift up my eyes to the hills.

    From where does my help come?

2 My help comes from the Lord,

    who made heaven and earth.

3 He will not let your foot be moved;

    he who keeps you will not slumber.

4 Behold, he who keeps Israel

    will neither slumber nor sleep.

5 The Lord is your keeper;

    the Lord is your shade on your right hand.

6 The sun shall not strike you by day,

    nor the moon by night.

7 The Lord will keep you from all evil;

    he will keep your life.

8 The Lord will keep

    your going out and your coming in

    from this time forth and forevermore.


- from this generation…not just referring to people who happen to live at the 
same time, but to those who share the ‘spirit of the age.’ They think the 
same, they feel the same. And how does David describe his generation? 
With arrogance and deception.


- v. 8 - another reminder that God has not removed them from the generation. The 
wicked prowl on every side. They aren’t gone yet. But the tone of the psalm has 
changed. Again, we have noticed this before in other psalms, and will continue to 
see it…the circumstances have not changed, David has changed. He has gone 
before the Lord and asked for help, confidently knowing God will answer. So now 
instead of fearing or withdrawing from the wicked world, he faces it with the Lord’s 
help.


- Vileness is exalted…’vile’ is word for ‘worthless’ or ‘shameful.’ 

- the generation David lived in exalted the worthless. That was most 

important. But even more important is the God has promised to rescue. He 
will arise to help.


Application


- James 1:27 says that religious that God accepts is helping the vulnerable in distress 
and keeping oneself from being polluted by the world. Psalm 12 addresses both. 
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God is stepping in to help the vulnerable. The issue for us is how do we live in a 
polluted world, a generation no different from David’s, yet keep ourselves unstained.


- This psalm was entrusted to the choirmaster so that future generations could heed 
the warning David offers here. But future generations did not learn from the current 
one. Israel’s prophets condemned the nation for its wicked culture of lies.


- Hosea 11:12-12:1; Isaiah 59:4; Micah 6:12; Jeremiah 5:1-2

- True believers are always in the minority. How do you stay unstained by the world? 

Never follow the majority.

- Jesus said the gate to eternal life is narrow and way to get there is narrow. 


- Poor and needy - believers are typically numbered in this group. And the church 
typically flourishes in this group.


- 1 Corinthians 1:26-29 -26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you 
were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many 
were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose 
what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to 
nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the presence 
of God. 


- Still today…church is thriving in the global south and east. Not the influential 
and affluential west.


- When we talk about faithfulness, we tend to think of it in doctrinal terms (and we 
should!). but David means it in terms of lifestyle here. These people were saying 
good-sounding things, but their hearts were far from God. We are called to be 
reliable and trustworthy.


- Nothing will destroy Christian relationships faster than lies. Deceit produces distrust. 
Distrust produces division.


- Ephesians 4:25 - 25 Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you 
speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another.


- God has his own timetable. He rose to deliver Israel from Egypt…after 425 years. We 
don’t know how long God’s people had been struggling in Psalm 12.


- In a world of deception, only God’s word can be trusted. You may not like what it 
says, but it is trustworthy and true.


- The atheist philosopher Voltaire famously said, “In twenty years Christianity will 
be no more. My single hand shall destroy the edifice it took twelve apostles to 
rear.” 
1

- That same year the British Museum purchased a Bible manuscript from Russia 
for over $500,000, while a copy of Voltaire’s writing sold in the market for $.08. 
Fifty years later the house where Voltaire wrote those words was now the 
headquarters of the Geneva Bible Society. 


- Why? No one and nothing can stop God and his word.


 as quoted in James Montgomery Boice, Psalms Volume 1: Psalms 1-41 (Grand Rapids: Baker 1

Books, 1994), 101.
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Psalm - 13


Introduction


The back half of the book of Genesis is the account of Joseph, the favored son of 
Jacob the Patriarch. We are introduced to Joseph when he has these dreams that 
seem to prophesy that he will rise and reign over his 11 brothers and even his parents. 
He is not the oldest of the sons, so he would never have the opportunity to rule unless 
God granted it to him. His brothers did not respond well to his dreams.


Genesis 37:8 - 8 His brothers said to him, “Are you indeed to reign over us? Or are you 
indeed to rule over us?” So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words.


But the dreams don’t stop. Even his father rebukes him.


Genesis 37:10-11 - 10 But when he told it to his father and to his brothers, his father 
rebuked him and said to him, “What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall I and 
your mother and your brothers indeed come to bow ourselves to the ground before 
you?” 11 And his brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the saying in mind.


Joseph’s brothers were out tending Jacob’s flocks while favored Joseph is at home. 
Jacob (Israel) sends Joseph in his technicolor dream coat to check on them.


Genesis 37:18-20 - 18 They saw him from afar, and before he came near to them they 
conspired against him to kill him. 19 They said to one another, “Here comes this 
dreamer. 20 Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits. Then we will 
say that a fierce animal has devoured him, and we will see what will become of his 
dreams.”


Reuben talks them out of their plan and they end up selling Joseph into slavery. Joseph 
is a young teenager who is now thrown out of his family and thrust into servitude in a 
foreign country. 


Genesis 39:1-6 - Now Joseph had been brought down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an 
officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the guard, an Egyptian, had bought him from the 
Ishmaelites who had brought him down there. 2 The Lord was with Joseph, and he 
became a successful man, and he was in the house of his Egyptian master. 3 His 
master saw that the Lord was with him and that the Lord caused all that he did to 
succeed in his hands. 4 So Joseph found favor in his sight and attended him, and he 
made him overseer of his house and put him in charge of all that he had. 5 From the 
time that he made him overseer in his house and over all that he had, the Lord blessed 
the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; the blessing of the Lord was on all that he 
had, in house and field. 6 So he left all that he had in Joseph's charge, and because of 
him he had no concern about anything but the food he ate.
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What goes up must come down. Enter Potiphar’s wife. She sees that Joseph is young, 
attractive, and successful. She is not used to getting rebuffed, so she fabricates a false 
rape charge. Joseph lands in prison for a crime he didn’t commit.


Genesis 39:20-23 - 20 And Joseph's master took him and put him into the prison, the 
place where the king's prisoners were confined, and he was there in prison. 21 But the 
Lord was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love and gave him favor in the sight 
of the keeper of the prison. 22 And the keeper of the prison put Joseph in charge of all 
the prisoners who were in the prison. Whatever was done there, he was the one who 
did it. 23 The keeper of the prison paid no attention to anything that was in Joseph's 
charge, because the Lord was with him. And whatever he did, the Lord made it 
succeed.


On and on this goes. He will have a chance to get out of prison, but the 
cupbearer forgot to plead Joseph’s case to Pharaoh. God eventually rescues 
him and places him ruling over Egypt, second only to Pharaoh himself. It is an 
incredible story of redemption. While I am on sabbatical in July, John is going to 
preach a sermon series through his life.


Here is what I love most about Joseph’s story…we read that the Lord was with Joseph. 
We see that. We are reading the script. Joseph doesn’t have that privilege. He is living 
in the middle of it and, unless God spoke to him directly, Joseph doesn’t know what is 
going on. His life teaches us an important lesson - just because God is silent does 
not mean he is absent. That is a lesson that Noah learned. Abraham learned. Moses 
learned. Job learned. And King David learned. That is what Psalm 13 is all about.


Psalm 13:1-6 - How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever?

    How long will you hide your face from me?

2 How long must I take counsel in my soul

    and have sorrow in my heart all the day?

How long shall my enemy be exalted over me?

3 Consider and answer me, O Lord my God;

    light up my eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death,

4 lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed over him,”

    lest my foes rejoice because I am shaken.

5 But I have trusted in your steadfast love;

    my heart shall rejoice in your salvation.

6 I will sing to the Lord,

    because he has dealt bountifully with me.


Once again we have an unknowable historical context. This could have happened 
during multiple instances in David’s life. It is addressed to the choirmaster, so the point 
is not to highlight some event in David’s life, but to help those who feel abandoned by 
God, who are at their wit’s end, and need encouragement.
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In Psalm 12 David felt alone because all the godly in the land have vanished. But now 
in Psalm 13, David feels alone because, at least to him, God has abandoned him. He is 
alone because the godly are not standing with him. Now he is alone because God is 
not standing with him. Again, at least that is how he feels at the moment. 


Psalm 13 is one of the classic examples of David praying himself into a better 
place spiritually. In many of his psalms he comes across almost schizophrenic, 
as he starts so down and ends so high. 


Charles Spurgeon - “Whenever you look into David’s Psalms, you will somewhere or 
other see yourself. You never get into a corner, but you find David in the corner. I think I 
was never so low that I could not find that David was lower, and I never climbed so 
high that I could not find that David was up above me.” 
1

Here we see both the heights of ecstasy and the depth of despair. 


Joseph Parker - “This psalm begins with winter and ends with summer; it begins with 
low muffled tones of sorrow and ends with a rapture of praise.” 
2

In fact, even in the language of the psalm, and the technical aspects of it, you can see 
this transformation from beginning to end.

- v. 1-2 contain 5 stanzas

- v. 3-4 contain 4 stanzas

- v. 5-6 contain 3 stanzas


Franz Delitzsch - “This song, as it were, casts up constantly lessening waves, until it 
becomes still as the sea when smooth as a mirror, and the only motion discernible at 
last is that of the joyous ripple of calm repose.” 
3

Psalm 13 is an individual lament. Something dramatic is happening, and has been 
happening for quite a long time, that causes David to believe he is abandoned by God. 
This is something we don’t talk about very much, but absolutely should. There are 
times we feel like God is ignoring us, rejecting us. But we don’t say that out loud out of 
fear of how others may react to that. Christians aren’t supposed to feel this way, right? 
So we hide it and begin to feel, not just abandoned by God, but completely alone in 
feeling this way. That just adds fuel to the fire. Maybe something is wrong with me? 
Maybe I’m not even a Christian? And on we go with this invisible but very real internal 
battle. 


Psalm 13 brings encouragement. Even David, the man after God’s own heart, 
felt like God had abandoned him. But here is the key…he didn’t stay there.


 as quoted in Lawson, pg. 71.1

 as quoted in Lawson, pg. 71.2

 as quoted in Boice, pg. 107.3
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1. LAMENTING GOD’S ABSENCE (V. 1-2)


v. 1-2 - How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever?

    How long will you hide your face from me?

2 How long must I take counsel in my soul

    and have sorrow in my heart all the day?


The first thing to notice is the repetition of the question ‘How long?’ 4x. That likely 
indicates that this send of God’s abandonment had been going on for quite some time. 
People tend not to get to this point spiritually or emotionally when challenging times 
comes for just a short period of time. We endure. We stand up against the issue. We 
persevere. But when things seem to linger for longer periods of time, things change. As 
the old saying goes, “Time flies when you are having fun.” But the hours crawl by when 
life is hard. 


We do not know the time between the beginning of this psalm and the end of it. 
Was it just one bad day? A month? A year? Many years? We don’t know how 
long David felt like this before he wrote this down and showed that the issue 
was resolved. But the fact that he keeps repeating this question “how long?” 
shows that he was in this for awhile.


The first question is shorthand…a broken-off sentence. “How long?” But he doesn’t 
finish the sentence like he does with the other 3x he asks the question. How long? 
Literally translated means ‘until when?’ But then he adds a full question to the cut-off 
sentence…will you forget me forever? 


A.F. Kirkpatrick - “Feeling, not logic, shapes the sentence, combining two questions 
into a self-contradictory expression.” 
4

We know it is not logic driving the sentence because the two questions do contradict. 
How long…O LORD? Yahweh. The covenant, personal name for God. David is not 
addressing some nameless, faceless deity. He is directly addressing Yahweh, the one, 
true God, who has revealed himself to his people and invited them to call him by name. 
A God like that does not forget.


Remember, as we have seen before, when God ‘forgets’ someone it does not 
mean that he cannot recall them to mind. It means that he fails to act on their 
behalf. Conversely, when God ‘remembers’ someone, it means that he rises to 
act for them. That is what David is calling out for. David has already presented 
this reality to us:


Psalm 10:11-12 - 11 He says in his heart, “God has forgotten,

    he has hidden his face, he will never see it.”

12 Arise, O Lord; O God, lift up your hand;


 A.F. Kirkpatrick, Book of Psalms, p. 64.4
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    forget not the afflicted.


To forget is to not do anything. To remember is to arise. Will you fail to act, will you 
ignore, will you turn a blind eye forever?  And a key word here is ‘forever.’ The grammar 
suggests that it should read, “how long will you continue to forget me?” God is 
certainly delayed in his dealing with whatever issue is going on. And remember, God 
forgetting and remembering his people is the theme of Psalm 10. Look again at a key 
text on this:


Isaiah 49:15-16 - 15 “Can a woman forget her nursing child,

    that she should have no compassion on the son of her womb?

Even these may forget,

    yet I will not forget you.

16 Behold, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands;

    your walls are continually before me.


This time that David is going through is certainly confusing. Which leads to the 
second question:


How long will you hide your face from me? This one goes another level deeper. While 
the first question indicates God’s apparent refusal to act, this one implies rejection. 
God has purposely hidden his face. Again, as we’ve already seen, God’s face could 
refer to divine favor. So David feels abandoned by God because God’s favor has left 
him. And this would be highly noticeable for King David. God had promised to install 
him as king, protect him, bless him, cause his enemies to flee…so if the enemies win a 
battle, if there is an insurrection, if David’s life is in danger, that would automatically 
mean that God has, at least it seems, removed his favor.


Psalm 30:7 - 7 By your favor, O Lord,

    you made my mountain stand strong;

you hid your face;

    I was dismayed.


Psalm 31:16 - 16 Make your face shine on your servant;

    save me in your steadfast love!


God hiding his face over a long-period of time, a long-term lack of favor, can suck the 
life out of a person.

- marriage that starts out great but fades to gray over time

- Parenting fun with babies, but now one is rebellious

- Job started so well and was so meaningful, but just turns into grind

- Church goes through season of growth and excitement, but then grinds as well

- Long-term illness

- Unemployment despite wanting to work

- Single but want to be married

- Childless and beg God for a positive pregnancy test
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- Spiritual - God was so new and exciting, but now the Bible seems lifeless and prayer 
is a chore.


See how this works? Anyone can endure any of this for short period of time. But 
once it seems to linger, things get serious really fast. God must have 
abandoned. He is hiding his face. This is why prosperity theology is so 
dangerous. They teach that everything in your life should go well…if you just 
have enough faith. There is no place in their theology for suffering and the reality 
of life in an evil world. I preached on this a couple weeks ago when John the 
Baptist sends his disciples to ask Jesus if he is the Messiah. John had some 
expectations that weren’t met. That can be devastating.


Now on the third usage of this question in v. 2…how long must I take counsel in my 
soul and have sorry in my heart all the day? This phase ‘take counsel in my soul’ can 
mean a couple things depending on what scholar you read. Some say it could mean 
that you turn inward. You ask what is happening with your life and begin being 
introspective and turn on yourself. It’s all your fault. There is some unconfessed sin that 
God is punishing you for. It gets dark. We will talk about this reality more at the end.


I think the alternative is a better fit with the psalm. It could mean that since God 
isn’t offering any help or solutions, this is David recognizing that he is doing 
everything he knows to do to solve whatever issue it is that he is facing. He has 
had numerous but futile attempts to resolve the problem at hand. He is trying 
and failing to fix it. That certainly will lead to sorrow in the heart all the day. 
Because not only is God not offering help, David is a failure at fixing his 
problems.


Notice the sorrow is in the heart. So this is not physical distress he is dealing 
with. This is emotional and spiritual distress. And it is all day long. It just won’t 
go away. When you get into a spiritual funk, this is how it feels. It clings to you. 
And this leads to the fourth and final question:


How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? I think this hints to what is happening in 
the historical context. Some enemy of David’s is being exalted, rising in power over 
him. The word ‘exalted’ literally translates as ‘raised.’ It is the same word used in:


Psalm 46:10 - 10 “Be still, and know that I am God.

    I will be exalted among the nations,

    I will be exalted in the earth!”


It is a word used typically to refer to someone rising to a position of power. So it seems 
that the most likely context of what is happening in an insurrection fo some kind and 
there is now a power struggle in the land. Maybe it is Absalom’s rebellion, or a different 
insurrection. David feels like he is losing. That is not something David felt very often. 
David won most things his entire life with God’s blessing. But now he is losing. And 
God has obviously stopped helping, otherwise he’d be winning still. 
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2. PETITIONING GOD’S ATTENTION (V. 3-4)


In this psalm David goes from perplexity to praise, from sinking to singing. Why the 
change? What caused the dramatic turnaround? Prayer. One author writes that David’s 
heart is “elevated from the prison of worry to the paradise of worship.”  This prayer in 5

v. 3-4 is the hinge on which the psalm turns. David prays to the God who seems 
distant, who seems to have abandoned him. This is so critically important. He prays 
even when he doesn’t feel like it. He chooses not to believe his own feelings and prays 
anyway.


v. 3-4 - 3 Consider and answer me, O Lord my God;

    light up my eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death,

4 lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed over him,”

    lest my foes rejoice because I am shaken.


He begins with the imperative to ‘consider.’ It means to gaze intently. We already saw 
this word in Psalm 11:4 that God’s eyes ‘see.’ He gazes. He scrutinizes. That is what 
David is asking for. God, instead of ignoring or hiding, look intently at my life and what 
is happening. He then moves on to ‘answer’ me. Both of them are imperatives. This 
isn’t David issuing commands to God, but calling on God to act.


And who is he calling upon? ‘O Lord my God.’ For the second of 3x, he calls 
upon the covenant name of God, Yahweh. He is relying on that covenant 
relationship God invited him into. If you really are the God you have revealed 
yourself to be, then you can’t hide and ignore me.


‘Light up my eyes…’ some commentators say this is referring to wisdom and 
understanding. Enlightenment. That David is confused about what to do and is asking 
God to give him guidance. All of his attempts to remedy the problem have failed, so 
now he needs God to enlighten him. There is some merit there. But this phrase is also 
used in a different way, referring to physical, emotional, and mental strength.


1 Samuel 14:24-29 - 24 And the men of Israel had been hard pressed that day, so Saul 
had laid an oath on the people, saying, “Cursed be the man who eats food until it is 
evening and I am avenged on my enemies.” So none of the people had tasted food. 
25 Now when all the people came to the forest, behold, there was honey on the 
ground. 26 And when the people entered the forest, behold, the honey was dropping, 
but no one put his hand to his mouth, for the people feared the oath. 27 But Jonathan 
had not heard his father charge the people with the oath, so he put out the tip of the 
staff that was in his hand and dipped it in the honeycomb and put his hand to his 
mouth, and his eyes became bright. 28 Then one of the people said, “Your father 
strictly charged the people with an oath, saying, ‘Cursed be the man who eats food this 
day.’” And the people were faint. 29 Then Jonathan said, “My father has troubled the 
land. See how my eyes have become bright because I tasted a little of this honey.


 Lawson, p. 71.5
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Ezra 9:8 - 8 But now for a brief moment favor has been shown by the Lord our God, to 
leave us a remnant and to give us a secure hold within his holy place, that our God may 
brighten our eyes and grant us a little reviving in our slavery.


This is clearly referring to God enlivening someone, giving them strength, moral 
courage, the energy to continue following after His will. This is what David 
desires. He is fading and needs God to light him up. And how could God do 
that? By shining his face upon him. Beginning to show him favor.


Now we come to the unique and interesting part of the prayer. David includes the 
motivations for God to act. He gives two reasons to answer the prayer:


- He will die. ‘Lest I sleep the sleep of death.’ Literally translates as ‘lest I should 
sleep, the death.’ David seems to be half-gone already and is overwhelmed, and if 
God does not intervene soon, it will cost David his very life. So this shows us the 
serious nature of whatever issue it is that David is facing. 


- His enemies will boast. They will say ‘I have prevailed over him.’ Prevailed means 
‘put an end to him.’ The verb is in the present perfect tense, meaning ‘I put an end to 
him once and for all.’ So not only will David lose his life, the enemies will brag to the 
world they took him down. They will rejoice that he is ‘shaken.’ Means ‘overthrown.’ 


Psalm 62:1-2 - For God alone my soul waits in silence;

    from him comes my salvation.

2 He alone is my rock and my salvation,

    my fortress; I shall not be greatly shaken.


Consider the brilliance of what David has done. Not only has he gone directly to God 
and laid out the issues before him, and not only does he call upon God to live up to 
who he has revealed himself to be, he is putting all this onto God. Because if David’s 
enemies defeat him, take his life, and brag about it to the world, who ultimately looks 
bad? God does. God installed David as king and promised to bless and protect. Well, if 
David is not blessed and protected, then God is the one who has gone back on his 
promises. We’ve talked about this before…when Moses led Israel out of slavery and 
God wanted to kill them all, it was Moses who interceded for them. What will the world 
think if you kill them all now? 

Also, there is some nice poetic parallelism going on here. In v. 1-2 in the lament, 
David used a pattern of You - I - They. How long (you), how long must I (I), shall 
my enemy (They). He now uses that same You - I - They pattern again in his 
prayer. Consider and answer (You), lest I (I), my enemy/foe (They). 


Now David has expressed his lament. He has now hinged everything on his prayer. And 
now we see the result of that. This is what happens when we take whatever issues we 
are facing and lay them down at the Lord’s feet, calling on him to act.
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3. TRUSTING GOD’S AFFECTION (V. 5-6)


V. 5-6 - 5 But I have trusted in your steadfast love;

    my heart shall rejoice in your salvation.

6 I will sing to the Lord,

    because he has dealt bountifully with me.


But…that is quite a transitional word…literally translates as ‘but as for me.’ That may 
be what my enemies say, and that may be what will happen to me, but as for me…I 
have trusted in your steadfast love. ‘Steadfast love’ is the Hebrew word hesed, God’s 
covenant, loyal love. And it is placed at the beginning of the sentence for emphasis. It 
reads ‘in your steadfast love have I trusted.’ God’s love comes first and foremost for 
David. ‘Trusted’ is in the present perfect tense, meaning ‘I have trusted and continue to 
trust.’ 


‘My heart shall rejoice’ is the same word for ‘rejoice’ that is used in v. 4 that his 
enemies will do because David is defeated. So now David has turned it back 
onto them…he will rejoice in God’s deliverance, they will not rejoice in David’s 
defeat. This word for ‘rejoice’ is a rich word. It is joy that is expressed 
energetically. It could translate as ‘tremble with excitement.’ There is loud noise 
attached to the joy. So think of being at a professional baseball game and the 
home team makes a great play or hits a home run. This is that eruption of 
shouting that rises in response. When God acts, this is the proper response. 


He closes with ‘I will sing…’ this is a looking forward. So now David is not looking 
around at his current circumstances. He has looked up in prayer, now he looks forward 
in hope.


2 Corinthians 4:16-18 - 16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting 
away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. 17 For this light momentary affliction 
is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18 as we look not 
to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are 
seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.


What do you do when you feel like God has abandoned you? 

- Lament God’s (apparent) absence

- Petition God’s attention

- Trust in God’s affection


Application


- realize that nothing can separate us from God’s love




Page 1

Psalm - 14


Introduction


In Genesis 6, we find ourselves 9 generations after Adam. The world is up and running 
and the population has dramatically increased and spread over the Ancient Near East. 
And as if proving the doctrine of Total Depravity, as mankind spread, so did their 
wickedness.


Genesis 6:5-7 - 5 The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and 
that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And the 
Lord regretted that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. 7 So 
the Lord said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, man 
and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for I am sorry that I have 
made them.”


God is ready to wipe humanity off the face of the Earth. But sees one righteous man 
and decides to start over with him. And after introducing us to Noah, the Bible again 
records God’s assessment of the world.


Genesis 6:11-13 - 11 Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the earth was filled 
with violence. 12 And God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had 
corrupted their way on the earth. 13 And God said to Noah, “I have determined to 
make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will 
destroy them with the earth.


There are two images from Genesis 6 that are repeated further on in Genesis…God 
sees, and the world is corrupt. 


Genesis 11:1-9 - Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2 And 
as people migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled 
there. 3 And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them 
thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. 4 Then they said, 
“Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us 
make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” 
5 And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of man 
had built. 6 And the Lord said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one 
language, and this is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they 
propose to do will now be impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go down and there 
confuse their language, so that they may not understand one another's speech.” 8 So 
the Lord dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off 
building the city. 9 Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the Lord 
confused the language of all the earth. And from there the Lord dispersed them over 
the face of all the earth.


It comes up again in Genesis 18 regarding the famous cities of Sodom and Gomorrah.
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Genesis 18:20-21 - 20 Then the Lord said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and 
Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave, 21 I will go down to see whether they 
have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me. And if not, I will 
know.”


These images of God coming down to see, and that the world is corrupt and sinful are 
the dominating themes of Psalm 14.


Psalm 14:1-7 - The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.”

    They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds;

    there is none who does good.

2 The Lord looks down from heaven on the children of man,

    to see if there are any who understand,

    who seek after God.

3 They have all turned aside; together they have become corrupt;

    there is none who does good,

    not even one.

4 Have they no knowledge, all the evildoers

    who eat up my people as they eat bread

    and do not call upon the Lord?

5 There they are in great terror,

    for God is with the generation of the righteous.

6 You would shame the plans of the poor,

    but the Lord is his refuge.

7 Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion!

    When the Lord restores the fortunes of his people,

    let Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad.


The field of Bible interpretation is called Hermeneutics. There are numerous guiding 
principles and laws that help us to rightly understand and interpret the Bible. The most 
common one that is most helpful when it comes to regular Bible reading is what is 
repeated is important. If one of the biblical authors uses repetition, then they are trying 
to tell you something. It is showing their agenda. For example, Philippians is known as 
the Epistle of Joy because Paul uses joy and rejoice so many times. Hebrews has the 
continued repetition of better. In Jesus we have a better priest, a better covenant, a 
better sacrifice, etc.


In these Genesis passages we have already seen some repetition of these themes of 
corruption and God’s seeing of it. But Psalm 14 is rare in that it is the only Psalm that is 
repeated again, not once, but twice. Psalm 14 is repeated again, almost verbatim, in 
Psalm 53. There are only minor differences, which we will look at when we get to Psalm 
53. Psalm 14 seems to be focused on comfort for the faithful, while Psalm 53 seems to 
communicate a warning to the wicked. But the primary idea behind Psalm 14 and 
Psalm 53 is repeated again when the Apostle Paul takes up their words in Romans 3, 
which we will look at toward the end.
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What is repeated is important. When God says something once, it is worthy of our 
prompt attention. When God says something twice, we stop and dwell there. But when 
he repeats something for a third time, we dive deeply because apparently God wants 
to hammer that message home to us. And the truths of Psalm 14 are what God wants 
to hammer home for us.


Psalm 14 is the final psalm in a subsection of Book 1 of the Psalms. This subsection 
goes from Psalm 3-14. There has been the regular themes of danger and sorrow from 
King David as he laments his enemies and cries out for God’s help. Psalm 14 seems to 
cap that off, though we will see those themes come out again. There is a noticeable 
tonal shift beginning at Psalm 15.


Psalm 14 is a wisdom psalm that helps us ponder the way of the wicked and the way 
of the righteous, revealing the foolishness of living apart from God and his ways. The 
outline for this psalm is very lopsided. The first 6 verses show us an ASSESSMENT OF 
HUMANITY, while the final verse shows us and APPEAL TO HEAVEN.


1. ASSESSMENT OF HUMANITY (V. 1-6)


A. INSANITY (V. 1)


v. 1 - The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.”

    They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds;

    there is none who does good.


- ‘the fool’ - there is no definite article in the Hebrew text, so this isn’t referring to any 
one person, but to everyone in a category of ‘fool.’ All the verbs associated with 
‘fool’ are plural…so this is widespread.


- A fool, biblically, is not someone who is mentally deficient, but someone who is 
morally perverse. It is a synonym for ‘sinner.’ In fact, the ‘fool’ may be highly 
educated or intelligent. But they are morally flawed. The word can translate as 
‘aggressive perversity.’ 


- Says in his heart - notice they do not say this in their mind or with their intellect. So 
we aren’t talking about someone who is a theoretical atheist, a person who looks 
intently at the evidence and determines that God does not exist.


- Their heart - not their emotions, but the seat of their will. They don’t want there 
to be a God.


- In fact, the Hebrew literally translates, “The fool says in his heart, ‘No God!’” The 
‘there is’ is added to make the sentence flow. The fool has determined that for 
their life…no God. 


- They are not a theoretical atheist, but a practical atheist…someone who lives 
‘as if’ there is no God. They have committed to live a life that is ‘a’ theistic…void 
of God.


Isaiah 32:6 - 6 For the fool speaks folly,

    and his heart is busy with iniquity,
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to practice ungodliness,

    to utter error concerning the Lord,

to leave the craving of the hungry unsatisfied,

    and to deprive the thirsty of drink.


Horatius Bonar - “In all unbelief there are two things: a good opinion of one’s self and a 
bad opinion of God.” 
1

- Why are they considered a ‘fool?’  Because the evidence is clear that God is real and 
they choose to reject that.


Romans 1:18-32 - 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the 
truth. 19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown 
it to them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, 
have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that 
have been made. So they are without excuse. 21 For although they knew God, they did 
not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, 
and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 
23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man 
and birds and animals and creeping things.

24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the 
dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth 
about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who 
is blessed forever! Amen.

26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women 
exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; 27 and the men 
likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for 
one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the 
due penalty for their error.

28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased 
mind to do what ought not to be done. 29 They were filled with all manner of 
unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, 
deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, 
haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31 foolish, faithless, 
heartless, ruthless. 32 Though they know God's righteous decree that those who 
practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those 
who practice them.


- God’s revelation is clear enough evidence not only to show God’s power, but his 
divine nature. Creatures can look at creation and determine that we owe 
worship and honor to our Creator. Any other conclusion is a rejection of obvious 
revelation. This is why they are without excuse. Why is it that they reject? Is it 
because the evidence so clearly points to random chance ruling the universe? 

 as quoted in Lawson, 74.1
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No. They reject because they suppress the truth by their wickedness. And their 
suppression of truth leads to all sorts of depravity.


- They are corrupt…this is a call back to Genesis 6, where Moses uses this word 3x to 
describe the world before the flood. Notice this is referring to their character, their 
identity. They ARE corrupt. 


- Corrupt is a technical military term that means to ‘ruin’ or ‘spoil.’ Proverbs 11:9 
says you can ruin a life by careless words. It is used to describe the corruption 
of Israel when they worship the golden calf in Exodus 32. Most notable is that 
this is the word used to describe the angel of destruction who comes to kill the 
firstborn in all of Egypt at the Passover. 


- Because they ARE corrupt, they commit ‘abominable deeds.’ Abominable means 
their deeds are incompatible with God. They are dangerous and repulsive to him. 
This is why things that are labeled as abominable in Scripture are typically attached 
to words like ‘hate,’ ‘reject,’ and ‘abhor.’ 


- In Genesis 43, it is abominable to the Egyptians for them to eat with the 
Israelites. It is used in Proverbs 13:19; 16:12, and 29:27 to refer to things that 
don’t belong together.


- It describes false worship in Isaiah 1:13, lies/deceit/discord/murder in Proverbs 
6:16-19, idolatry in Ezekiel 5:9, and occult practices like prostitution in 
Deuteronomy 23:19.


- These things are abominable because they are incompatible with God. They are 
separate from him. This is why that nothing they do can be labeled as ‘good.’ 
Because their deeds are not for God’s glory and honor, no matter what they do, 
it is incompatible with him.


- There is ‘none’ who does good. And now David expands the search and moves 
beyond the ‘fool’ being like this to seeing all of humanity in the same category.


P.C. Craigie - “The fool is not a rare subspecies within the human race; all human 
beings are fools apart from the wisdom of God.” 
2

B. IMMORALITY (V. 2-3)


v. 2-3 - 2 The Lord looks down from heaven on the children of man,

    to see if there are any who understand,

    who seek after God.

3 They have all turned aside; together they have become corrupt;

    there is none who does good,

    not even one.


- Notice the universal language being used…any, all, together, none, not even one. 
This calls to mind Isaiah 53 in that famous Suffering Servant passage:


 as quoted in Boice, 117.2
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Isaiah 53:6 - 6 All we like sheep have gone astray;

    we have turned—every one—to his own way;

and the Lord has laid on him

    the iniquity of us all.


- It may be easy to think that David is being kind of pessimistic. Is it really true that 
everyone is this way? David, you are just overwhelmed again at all your enemies. But 
no. This is now God’s conclusion, based on his divine search. The Lord has looked 
down from heaven. Again, this is language that is borrowed from Genesis. God sees 
all the corruption at the flood. He comes down to Babel. He goes down to Sodom 
and Gomorrah. 


- And notice the clear language…where is God looking from? From Heaven. He 
looks DOWN (lit. He bows to see). Why? Because God is above. He is exalted. 
He alone sits in the place of judgement. He alone has the vantage point to make 
such a declaration. 


- From his exalted place of scrutiny, he sees all and knows all. This is a reference 
to the doctrine of God’s omniscience. He is all-knowing. Why? Because he is 
all-seeing.


- He looks down on the ‘children of man’ - definitely referring to all of humanity. 


Psalm 11:4 - 4 The Lord is in his holy temple;

    the Lord's throne is in heaven;

    his eyes see, his eyelids test the children of man.


- children of man is literally ‘children of Adam.’ The Hebrew word for man is Adam. So 
this is obviously a reference to being a human being, but a not-so-subtle reminder 
that we are children of Adam, our first parent in the Garden of Eden. The one who 
brought sin to the human race. We are all children of Adam.


- What is God looking for? Two kinds of people (as he lists two participles)

- Understands - meaning he is looking for someone who is wise, the antithesis of 

the ‘fool.’ Where is the one who does not reject me? Where is the one who 
welcomes me?


- Seeks - the word means ‘investigate’ or ‘inquire.’ Where is the one who sees the 
clear evidence of my existence and sets about to dive deeply into the divine? 
Where is the one who welcomes me and worships me?


- What is the conclusion? v. 3…they have all ‘turned aside.’ A present perfect verb 
that means they are continually separated from him.  He finds no one. Together they 
have become ‘corrupt.’ There is that word again, borrowing from Genesis 6. That 
word is used elsewhere to refer to sour milk. Not a flattering image. 


- And now he restates the thesis of the psalm…there is none who does good. NOT 
EVEN ONE. Mankind is universally condemned. Apart from the illuminating work of 
the Holy Spirit, no one understands. No one seeks. No one is good.
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A.F. Kirkpatrick sees here that the “deep and universal corruption of mankind is traced 
to its source in their failure to seek God.” 
3

C. IGNORANCE (V. 4)


v. 4 - 4 Have they no knowledge, all the evildoers

    who eat up my people as they eat bread

    and do not call upon the Lord?


- Because humanity has not sought after God and have suppressed truth by their 
wickedness, this is God’s conclusion…they have no knowledge. They are ignorant of 
God and his ways. They have no knowledge of God, meaning they are spiritually 
blind and do not know what to do. So left to themselves, they do what is evil. 
Specifically God lays out two things they do:


- Devour God’s people - they eat up God’s people like bread. Eating bread is a 
common, daily occurrence.  That is what is referenced here…the evil commonly, 
daily, try to take out God’s people. The language of ‘eating’ implies violent 
action.


Micah 3:1-3 - And I said:

Hear, you heads of Jacob

    and rulers of the house of Israel!

Is it not for you to know justice?—

2 you who hate the good and love the evil,

who tear the skin from off my people

    and their flesh from off their bones,

3 who eat the flesh of my people,

    and flay their skin from off them,

and break their bones in pieces

    and chop them up like meat in a pot,

    like flesh in a cauldron.


- Do not call upon the Lord - this is not referring to prayer, but to worship. That 
phrase is regularly used throughout the Scriptures to refer to the organized 
worship of God that takes places in Israel. 


- These two things they do are the clear signs of ignorance on the part of the world. 
And notice it is the Lord himself here who is expressing this astonishment. With 
doing things like this, even God is astonished and outraged at their actions.


- One more thing to note before we move on…in v. 1-3 only the wicked are referred to, 
and it is universal. But now in v. 4, and in every single verse left in the psalm, a 
second group of people are referred to…God’s people. 


- ‘My people’ in v. 4; ‘generation of the righteous’ in v. 5; ‘poor’ in v. 6; ‘his 
people’ in v. 7.


 Kirkpatrick, Psalms, 65.3
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- v. 1-3 are some of the strongest passages regarding the depravity of mankind. 
yet…the righteous exist. Where did they come from? Are they some separate 
group that has existed outside of this condemnation in v. 1-3? No. They come 
from out of the group. The condemnation is universal in v. 1-3…not even one. 
Yet, God in his mercy, chooses people from that condemned group, enlightens 
them, gives them knowledge and wisdom, and makes them his own. And then 
promises to protect them from the very wicked ones they used to be.


D. INTIMIDATION (V. 5-6)


v. 5-6 - 5 There they are in great terror,

    for God is with the generation of the righteous.

6 You would shame the plans of the poor,

    but the Lord is his refuge.


- These verses look ahead to the judgment that awaits us all. He begins with the 
judgment of the wicked…there they are in great terror. That will be the fate of the 
wicked. They have bullied. They have seemingly gotten away with all they’ve done. 
But a day is coming when there they will stand in great terror.


- Why? God is with the generation of the righteous. God is not ‘with’ the wicked. 
He stands opposed to them. God is ‘with’ he is ‘for’ the righteous. Those who 
have been bullied, those who have been the victims of a wicked world, will be 
vindicated by God on that great day (Psalm 2, Psalm 110).


- Literally, they will be “terrified with great terror.” They will have the sudden 
realization that they were the fool and now it is too late. God stands on the side 
of those the wicked have devoured.


- Remember, ‘generation’ refers to the similar mindset, not similar age group. We 
saw this in Psalm 12:7.


- God is with the generation of the ‘righteous.’ Those who are right with God 
and that ‘rightness’ is reflected in their lives.


- v. 6 repeats the same idea in parallel poetic form, as David shifts to 2nd person and 
addresses the wicked directly. The wicked would ‘shame’ God’s people (referred to 
as the ‘poor’). ‘Shame’ is a word used to refer to what happens at a military victory. 
The vanquished are ‘shamed’ in their defeat.


- The wicked shame the plans…what plans? The plans for hope and judgment to 
come. The wicked will try to defeat those plans, ensuring that judgment never 
comes, hope is to be squashed out.


- But God is their refuge. God protects them. God secures them. And there is no 
defeating God.


2. APPEAL TO HEAVEN (V. 7)


v. 7 - 7 Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion!

    When the Lord restores the fortunes of his people,
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    let Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad.


- Now David pours out his heart and soul here, expressing his desire for salvation, for 
the rescue of God’s righteous people from the clutches of the wicked. 


- What that looks like is God restoring their fortunes. That idea is used specifically 
to refer to God doing such things after times of misery. It is used of Job in Job 
42:10 who endures all the suffering, but the blessings on his life are restored.


Amos 9:13-15 - 13 “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the Lord,

    “when the plowman shall overtake the reaper

    and the treader of grapes him who sows the seed;

the mountains shall drip sweet wine,

    and all the hills shall flow with it.

14 I will restore the fortunes of my people Israel,

    and they shall rebuild the ruined cities and inhabit them;

they shall plant vineyards and drink their wine,

    and they shall make gardens and eat their fruit.

15 I will plant them on their land,

    and they shall never again be uprooted

    out of the land that I have given them,”

says the Lord your God.


- And when God does this, when he does his saving work, it is cause for rejoicing and 
gladness. Celebration comes at vindication…the celebration of the fact that we were 
right. We were right to side with God. We were right to reject the wickedness of our 
generation and instead be among the generation of the righteous.


- Not only will this day come fully and ultimately in the return of the Lord Jesus, it has 
already come at his first arrival. ‘Oh that salvation for Israel would come out of of 
Zion!’ A cry for deliverance to arise for God’s people in Jerusalem. David prays 
because he wants God to use him and his kingdom for this purpose. And, in the end, 
God did exactly that. Through the line of David, one of his descendants would 
provide this very salvation…in Jerusalem.


- The Hebrew word for ‘salvation’ is yeshua. David’s prayer is answered in Jesus 
because salvation-incarnate came to Jerusalem and there saved his people.


Application


- When reading the Bible, ask 4 questions of any text:

- What does it say about God?

- What does it say about me?

- What is one thing I need to know?

- What is one thing I need to do?


- This text emphasizes the first two questions…what does it say about God? 
That he is exalted over all things in heaven, all-seeing, all-knowing, judge 
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over the Earth. What does it say about me? Are you part of the generation 
of the wicked or generation of the righteous?


- If you were held hostage and the SWAT team arrived, it would be great for you. Their 
presence would fill you with hope. But not for the criminal. SWAT presence equals 
dread for them. That is what the judgement will create. For the generation of the 
wicked, it will create dread and horror. There they are in great terror. But for the 
generation of the righteous, it creates hope, salvation, deliverance.


- In light of God’s existence, and the kind of God he has revealed himself to be, it is 
utter folly to live as if we don’t answer to him.


- Hebrews 12:2 says that for the joy set before him, Jesus endured the cross. We are 
to follow his lead. Our fortunes will be restored, after a time of suffering. So for the 
joy set before us when the Lord returns, we endure anything that comes our way.


Romans 3:10-18 - 10 as it is written:

“None is righteous, no, not one;

11     no one understands;

    no one seeks for God.

12 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless;

    no one does good,

    not even one.”

13 “Their throat is an open grave;

    they use their tongues to deceive.”

“The venom of asps is under their lips.”

14     “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.”

15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood;

16     in their paths are ruin and misery,

17 and the way of peace they have not known.”

18     “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”


- Paul picks up Psalm 14 to prove the universal condemnation of all mankind due to 
sin. While that may seem like a dark message, I assure you it is not. You have the 
have the bad news before you get the good news. The Good News is Good 
precisely because it is in opposition to the bad news. Psalm 14, Psalm 53, Romans 
3, all contain the bad news.


Romans 3:19-24 - 19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who 
are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be 
held accountable to God. 20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in 
his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.

21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, 
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
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- Paul does the same thing in Ephesians 2. You were dead in your trespasses and 
sins, serving Satan, children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God…who is rich 
in mercy made you alive with Christ.


- It is only the black velvet backdrop that makes the diamond sparkle so 
brilliantly.


1 Corinthians 2:6-16 - 6 Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not 
a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 7 But 
we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for 
our glory. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would 
not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is written,

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,

    nor the heart of man imagined,

what God has prepared for those who love him”—

10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches 
everything, even the depths of God. 11 For who knows a person's thoughts except the 
spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of 
God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but 
the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 
13 And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, 
interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.

14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly 
to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 
15 The spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. 16 “For 
who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind 
of Christ.


- It is only by the illuminating work of the Holy Spirit that any of us from the generation 
of the wicked can be transferred to the generation of the righteous.


In 1908 The Times asked a number of authors to write on the topic, “What is wrong 
with the world?” G.K. Chesterton’s answer was the shortest one submitted. He simply 
wrote: 


Dear Sirs,


I am.


Sincerely yours,

G.K. Chesterton


Once we recognize our sin and its devastating effects, we are ready to turn to God. 
Once we see the black backdrop of our sin, we are read for the Gospel.
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Romans 8:28-39 - 28 And we know that for those who love God all things work 
together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those 
whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he 
predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those 
whom he justified he also glorified.

31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 
32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also 
with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God's 
elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died
—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is 
interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is 
written,

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;

    we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.


- be honest about the times we feel like this. It is easy to feel guilty about feeling like 
this (which adds to the problem) because we think Christians shouldn’t feel like this. 
You feel how you feel. When we squash this, we turn inward. We second-guess 
God’s love. We blame ourselves. We start looking for any unconfessed sin. Why? 
Because we are afraid our friends will act like Job’s friends. Remember their 
counsel? It was all Job’s fault. But notice in Psalm 13 there is no hint of any 
confession of sin or repentance for anything. He hadn’t done anything wrong.


- Revelation 6:10…’how long?’ Even gets asked in Heaven.

- Jesus asked this question in Mark 9:19. And in Matthew 27:46 God did turn 

away and hide his face from Jesus. Jesus endured the longing and the rejection 
so that you and I never have to. It may feel like God has abandoned, but we 
have the promise that he will never do that to us.


- Philippians 4:4-7 - 4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your 
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious 
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.


- Prayer is the solution to this. The word for ‘be made known’ has the sense to it 
of revealing mysteries. When we pray we are digging up all that is down in the 
soul and presenting it before the Lord.


- Pray this: God I need you to ______; and if you don’t I’m afraid that ______.

- Pray until the peace comes.

- God promises to guard our hearts and our minds.


