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Gospel of John - 1 
Introduction and 1:1-18 
 
“The Gospel of John is a remarkable piece of work. If we want a biblical book that is clear, filled 
with the gospel and good basic theology, and a good read for the young seeker or convert, we 
give them the Gospel of John. And if we want to study an incredibly deep theological 
masterpiece that stretches the brightest mind, we open the Gospel of John. It is at one and the 
same time the easiest to understand and the most complex of all the Gospels.”1 
 
Revelation 4:6b-7 
 Four creatures traditionally linked in church tradition and art to four Gospels: 
  - Man – Matthew – starts with human genealogy…as about a man 
  - Lion – Mark – emphasized royal dignity as King 
  - Ox – Luke – Jesus is the great servant of man and sacrifice (priesthood) 
  - Eagle – John – eagle alone can look directly into the sun unfazed; John offers  

the most penetrating gaze into the depths of truth of Jesus’ identity. 
 
John is Unique among Gospel Accounts: 

- Significant overlap with John the Baptist 
- Multiple accounts in Jerusalem/Judea (from chapter 10 on) 

o Makes up for deficiencies in Synoptics 
- Three Passovers (2:13 cleansing Temple; 6:4 feeding 5,000; at cross) 

o Other gospels only record the final Passover 
- 92% new material; only 8% overlap 

o 5 of 8 miracles are unique to John 
- John lacks: 

o Birth account 
o Baptism  
o Temptations 
o Last Supper 
o Gethsemane  
o Ascension/Great Commission 
o No healings of demon possession 
o No parables – long discourses instead 

- John includes: 
o Wedding at Cana 
o Nicodemus 
o Samaritan woman  
o Raising of Lazarus 
o Washing Disciple’s feet 
o Teaching on Holy Spirit 

 
1 Grant R. Osborne, John: Verse by Verse, ed. Jeffrey Reimer et al., Osborne New Testament 
Commentaries (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2018), 1. 
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- Miracles are Different: 
o Not about compassion, but the glory revealed (2:11; 9:3; 11:4) 
o All accompanied by long discourses – revealing identity 

- Gospel not about facts, but the meaning of them 
o Clement of Rome (150-215AD) – “Last of all, John, perceiving that the external 

facts had been made plain…composed a spiritual Gospel.”2 
 

- Two cultural issues dealt with: 
o Elevation of John the Baptist 

 Jewish Christians believed he stood in line of the prophets 
 John lowers him into his proper place 

o Gnosticism  
 1:3 – creator  
 3:16 – loves world 
 1:14 – came in flesh 

• Docetism (dokein – seem), phantom, no footprints, etc. 

• Jesus of history and the Christ of faith 

• John stresses both humanity and deity of Christ 
o Humanity 

 Angry – 2:15 
 Tired – 4:6 
 Sympathy – 6:5 
 Wept – 11:33 
 Thirsty – 19:28 

o Deity 
 All ‘I Am’ Statements (absolute and predicate) 
 Pre-existence – 8:58 
 Glory with the Father – 17:5 
 Came down from Heaven – 6:33 
 Omniscience 

• Samaritan’s woman’s sins – 4:16 

• Length of illness – 5:6 

• Judas’ betrayal – 6:61 

• Lazarus’ death – 11:14 
 
Authorship: 

- Written by Apostle John 
o From Ephesus (where he pastors the church) 
o ~90AD 

 6:1; 21:1 Sea of Tiberias – reference to Sea of Galilee at end of 1st century 
 21:19 mention of Peter’s martyrdom (64-66AD) 
 Lack of reference to Sadducees (ceased as group after 70AD) 

 
2 Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 6.14.7 
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- Irenaeus confirms John’s authorship 
o On Polycarp’s authority – Against Heresies 2.22.5; 3.1.1 
o Had been a disciple of John’s 

- John omits his own name from the book…the only John is the Baptist. 
o ‘one whom Jesus loved’ 
o 13:23; 19:26; 20:2; 21:7,20 

 
Motifs: 

- Misunderstanding of the crowd 
o Jesus speaks, they misunderstand, Jesus clarifies 

- Sevens and Threes 
o Both sets of ‘I Am’ statements 
o Seven signs and seven discourses in first half of book 

- Conflict between belief and unbelief about Jesus 
- Increasing conflict between Jesus and his opponents – ends at cross 
- Symbols to explain Jesus’ identity 

o Light, dark, water, bread, shepherd 
- Contrasts  

o Light v. dark; life v. death; fleeting v. eternal; disease v. health; love v. hate 
Theological Themes: 

- Christology – John is main NT source on person/work of Christ 
- Faith & Salvation – how to be saved, people expressing faith 
- Unbelief leading to damnation – way of salvation by negative example, stories of 

rejection 
- Resurrection – adds Lazarus’ resurrection to Jesus’ own 
- Holy Spirit – chapter 16 primary text 
- Union with Christ – chapter 15 key NT text 

 
Theme: That you may believe  
John 20:30-31 

- Pisteuo – verb form 98x (v. 34x total in Synoptics)…almost every chapter  
o Never uses noun form 

- Ginosko/oida – know 141x 
- Life/eternal life – 66 of 135x in NT (only 16x in Synoptics) 
- Not really a story, per se…but a narrative argument supported by testimonies 

o Martyr – witness  
 Verb 33x in John (1x in Mt; 1x in Lk; 0x in Mk) 
 Noun 14x in John (0x in Mt; 1x in Lk; 3x Mk) 

 
Martin Luther – if we lost all the books of the Bible except John and Romans, Christianity would 
be saved. 
 
Henry Clay Trumbell (evangelist) challenged agnostic to study John. Response: “The one of 
whom this book tells is either the Savior of the world or he ought to be.” 
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John 1:1-18 
 
These 18 verses are written with the simplest language in all the NT. Yet they contain its most 
profound concepts. 
 
As a Prologue, this sets the pattern for the entire book. 

1. Revelation (1:1-5 // 1:19-6:71) 
2. Rejection (1:6-11 // 7:1-12:50) 
3. Reception (1:12-18 // 13:1-19:42) 

 
 

1. REVELATION (1:1-5) 
 

- In the beginning – echoes creation account in Genesis 
o Hints that Jesus has come to recreate and renew 
o No human genealogy, but a Heavenly/Divine one 

- Was – we will talk about this word in a bit when we get to v. 14 
- Word – logos 

o Only NT book to refer to Jesus in this way, and only until v. 14 
o Jews familiar – OT, God’s word is his powerful self-expression in creation, in 

revelation and in salvation. Jews referred to God as the Word. 
 Represents his law – Psalm 119:11; 119:89 
 Healing – Psalm 107:20 
 Creation – Psalm 33:6-9 
 Knowledge of God – Hosea 4:1 

o Greeks familiar 
 Logos was the divine mind, the ordering principle of the universe; the 

governing power behind everything. 
o All of that rolled into one…Jesus Christ 

- Word was with God 
o Immediate trinitarian breakdown 

 Eternal 
 Divine 
 Powerful 

- Word was God 
o Continued trinitarian beliefs 

 Not just with God, but IS God. 
o Explicit texts claiming Jesus is God 

 John 20:28 
 Romans 9:5 
 Titus 2:13 (Granville-Sharp’s Rule) 
 Hebrews 1:8 
 2 Peter 1:1 (Granville-Sharp’s Rule) 

o Sentence structure…Theos is first to represent emphasis on deity 
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- V. 2 – He was in the beginning with God 
o Stresses his eternal nature 
o Back to creation 

- V. 3 – all things made through him 
o When God created, how did he do it? Spoke it…with WORDS. 
o Jesus is agent of creation 

 Colossians 1:16-17 
 Hebrews 1:2 
 1 Corinthians 8:6 

- Not anything made…lit. not one thing 
- V. 4 – in him was life 

o Makes sense as he is the Creator…only the Creator has life inherent in himself 
o Self-existent life – no one gives him life 

 Not only in creation, but also in regeneration 
 Ephesians 2:5 

- V. 5 – light shines in darkness 
o At least referring to general revelation…opens eyes to truth 

 Possible reference to specific revelation of God in Christ 
- Darkness has not overcome 

o Overcome – could translate as ‘understand.’ Word means ‘to grasp.’ In John it 
always means hostility. 

 John 3:19; 8:12; 12:35 
o Darkness is huge theme in John (light v. dark) 

 14x (8x in Gospel; 6x in 1 John…out of 17x in NT) 
 
If you want to know who God is, what God does…look no further than Jesus Christ. Instead of 
being darkened in your understanding, groping around in searching…look to the Light who will 
illuminate the Lord for you. And when he opens your eyes, he gives light to the dark, and life to 
the dead. 
 
v. 1-5 are likely an early Christian hymn. 
 
 
 

2. REJECTION (1:6-11) 
 

- v. 6-8 – see the themes of the book emerging 
o witness 
o light 

- v. 9 – light to everyone 
o general revelation of creation and conscience 

 enough to be held responsible for rejection  
o General revelation does not lead to salvation. 

 Either leads to full light in Jesus or condemnation for rejection 
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 Romans 1:19-20 
 Romans 2:12-16 

- V. 10 – he was in the world 
o What an incredible phrase! The Creator himself came into creation. 
o Though he made the world, the world did not know him. 

 Darkness/ignorance 
- V. 11 – he came to his own, and his own people 

o His own…reference to all created beings (as Creator, they belong to him) 
o His own people…Jews in particular 

 Theme of John…rejection of Jews 
 Even with the OT, they still rejected Christ 

- Did not receive him 
o Doesn’t say…did not know him. But did not ‘receive’ 
o Implies relationship with Christ is more than believing he is real. 

 Believe – pisteuo…word for faith. Literally “faithed” in him. 
 
The fact of the matter is that people reject Christ. He is light…and as we saw…people love the 
darkness and hate the light. Light exposes. Light projects. Light keeps things from being hidden.  
 
 
 

3. RECEPTION (1:12-18) 
 

- V. 12 – But…what an incredible word. We are left at despair at the end of v. 11. But the 
‘but’ always brings hope.  

o Like Ephesians 2:4…But God, who is rich in mercy… 
- Received him, believed in his name 

o This is how we receive him…we believe (faith) in his name 
o More than believe facts 

 ILL – ‘receive’ guests in home…that entails a lot. Accept them. 
- Right 

o Legal word 
 ILL - Once Cora was adopted, she immediately had legal rights 

- Become children of God 
o Become…meaning a child of God is not our natural condition 

 “we are all God’s children…” No, that’s not true. 
o Sidenote…in John, only Jesus is called “Son.” Believers are called Children. 

 No confusion at all…he is unique…we will see that in a few minutes. 
- V. 13 – born…not of blood, will of flesh, will of man 

o Not of blood – not physical birth (universalism) 
o Not of flesh – ethnic heritage (Jews) 
o Not will of man – not human effort 

- Of God 
o God is the author of life, and new life in Christ.  
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o Introducing concept of regeneration, which will come up in ch. 2-3, the new birth 
 Which is entirely an act of God. 
 Ephesians 2…dead in sin…corpses don’t make decisions 
 The Holy Spirit has to be involved pre-salvation 

• Titus 3:3-7 
 If he doesn’t awaken the soul, open our eyes to truth, we will forever 

reject Jesus. 
- V. 12-13 are interplay between human responsibility (v. 12) and divine sovereignty (v. 

13) 
- V. 14 – Word became flesh 

o Some have said this is most magnificent truth in the Bible…God became human. 
 Incarnation 
 God put skin on and moved in.  

o This is where we get the doctrine of the humanity of Jesus. When he became 
human, he did not give up his divinity. He was both human and divine. 
Philippians 2 indicates that when Jesus “took on flesh” he did not give up his 
God-ness. He simply added humanity. 

 I mentioned earlier we’d come back to this…in v. 1-18 there are two 
critical words John uses. 

 ‘en’ – imperfect of eimi…lit. had been 

• V. 1,2,4,9,10,15 

• Jesus ‘was’…had been God. Always. 
 ‘egeneto’ – root is ginomai – aorist of ‘become.’ Lit. Became. 

• Used in v. 14.  

• At incarnation, Jesus became something he had not been 
before…human. 

• All without giving up his divinity. 

• Theological term…hypostatic union…fully God and fully man. 
o This is the very doctrine that gets people all bent out of shape, and always has. 

 To say Jesus ‘was God’ was blasphemous to Jews. 
 To say the Word ‘became flesh’ was unthinkable to Greeks. 

• 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
o Still mess it up today…2 most common errors are to minimize Jesus humanity 

(makes him unable to be our sympathetic high priest), or minimize Jesus’ divinity 
(lose salvation if do that).  

 Only as both can Jesus represent both in the transaction of salvation. 
- Dwelt among us 

o Lit. pitched a tent; tabernacled among us. 
 Imagine is of the OT tabernacle in the wilderness in Exodus. God dwelt 

among the Israelites. Now he dwells with us. 
- Seen his glory 

o Two options…likely both 
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 Exodus 40:34-38…just as saw God’s glory in the tabernacle, we now see 
in Jesus. 

 Luke 9 – Transfiguration 
o Just as God was in Tabernacle, and then in Temple, he is now in us. 

 1 Corinthians 3:16 – Church is Temple 
 1 Corinthians 6:19 – Believers is Temple 

- As of the only Son 
o Some translations put this as ‘the only begotten Son.’ Mistranslation. Makes it 

sound like Jesus was born or created. 
o Monogenes – mono…one // genus…species/kind 

 Means unique 

• Used in 1:14,18; 3:16,18 
 Title of pre-eminence.  

- V. 15 – John’s witness…’he was before me.’ That is what John means…he outranks me. 
- V. 16 – grace upon grace…layer upon layer of God’s gracious kindness to us in Christ. 
- V. 17 – law given through Moses 

o Not implication that law is bad. Law was a gift. But it wasn’t grace. The law was 
the clear demand of God for perfect holiness. 

 Law showed need for a Savior 

• Romans 3:19-21 

• Galatians 3:21-26 
 Law was only prepatory…our babysitter. Pointed to the fullness that was 

coming in Jesus. 
- Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ 

o Truth never went away…he is simply the fullness of it. John 14:6 
o Grace is now the operating principle between God and mankind. 

- V. 18 – no one has ever seen God 
o Reference to Exodus 33:18-20 when Moses asked to see God’s glory. God told 

him no one could see him and live. 
 Therefore, only Jesus has seen him. Only Jesus knows him fully. 

- The only God 
o Another clear declaration of Jesus’ divinity. It really can’t get more explicit than 

that. V. 1 and v. 18 form an inclusio…brackets declaring Jesus as God. 
o Only…monogenes…unique one 

 Yet…at the Father’s side…trinitarian concept 
- Has made him known 

o Made known – Greek word for exegesis…interpretation 
 All Jesus is and does interprets and explains who God is and what God 

does. 
 Colossians 2:9 
 2 Cor. 4:4 
 Colossians 1:15 
 1 Tim. 6:13-16 – hopeless w/o Christ to help us…God is unknowable 
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Gospel of John - 2 
1:19-51 
 
Introduction 
 

- Abrupt shift from the theology of 1:1-18 into an action sequence. 
- 1:19-12:50 is Book of Signs 

o Ends with Jewish nation rejection of Jesus – 12:36b-37 
- Two primary sections 

o Initiation into beginning of Jesus’ ministry (witness of John Baptist) 
 Declarations of his identity 

• Forerunner v. 23 

• Lamb of God v. 29 

• Son of God v. 34,49 

• Rabbi v. 38,49 

• Messiah/Christ v. 41 

• King of Israel v. 49 

• Son of Man v. 51 
o Calling of the first disciples 

 
- Trial Motif 

o World is put on trial…to prove Jesus’ innocence and world’s guilt 
 Parade of witnesses before the readers 
 John the Baptist and first disciples 
 Along with multiple OT reference to prove he is the Christ 

 
1. THE WITNESS OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 

1:19-28 
 
v. 19 – Jews sent priests/Levites – “Jews” used 68x in John…66 are negative in reference to 
Jewish leaders. John’s shorthand for ‘rejection of Jesus by Jewish leaders.’ 
 
v. 20 – not the Christ – Messiah (Hebrew)/Christ (Greek) means ‘anointed.’ 

- OT expectations – lead/teach/save Israel 
o Davidic King/Savior – 2 Samuel 7:5-16; Psalm 110:1-4; Isaiah 9:6-7 

- Elijah – never died (2 Kings 2:11) – expected to return in end times 
o Malachi 4:5 to ‘restore all things’ 

 Matthew 11:12-15 (Jesus clarifies what he knows, but John does not) 
 Matthew 17:9-13 
 Luke 1:17 

o John the Baptist even resembled description of Elijah in rough lifestyle 
 Matthew 3:4 // 2 Kings 1:8 
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- The Prophet – reference to Moses in Deuteronomy 18:15-18 
o Referenced in Acts 3:22; 7:37 
o Highly expected in Jesus’ day / assumed another forerunner to Messiah 

 John 6:14; 7:40-44 
o Though John was a prophet, he was not THE prophet. 

v. 23 – quote of Isaiah 40:3-5 
- prepare the way for LORD (Yahweh) 

o what is John doing? Declaring Jesus to be divine. 
- Before arrival of the King, party sent out to create new road…what John Baptist is doing 

 
- Sent from the Pharisees 

o Relatively small but influential group of religious leaders 
o Obedience to OT law, plus their own oral tradition 

 Hedge about the law…good intention (Babylonian captivity) 
o Became way to attain righteousness and maintain divine favor 

 Most opposed Jesus (Matthew 23) 
 Some followed him (most notably Paul) 

- What authority do you have to baptize? 
o Only Gentiles were required to be baptized for cleansing. 
o John is declaring the Jews are just as unclean before God (outside relationship) 

- Baptism with Holy Spirit (immerse) 
o OT expectation that at time of redemption, characterized by outpouring of the 

Spirit 
 Isaiah 44:3-5; Ezekiel 37:1-10; Joel 2:28-32 

- Even strap of sandal I am unworthy to untie 
o Shoes were removed by a slave 
o John Baptist doesn’t even view himself as worthy of that 

 
1:29-34 
Behold the Lamb of God… 

- His sacrifice fulfills the OT symbolism of the Passover Lamb 
o Lamb was sacrificed every morning and evening at Temple for forgiveness 
o 1 Corinthians 5:7 
o Ephesians 5:2 
o Hebrews 10:1-14 
o Isaiah 53:7 

- Image culminates in Revelation 
o Revelation 5:6-14; 7:13-17; 21:22-23; 22:1-3 

 
…who takes away the sin of the world. 

- Substitutionary death on the cross 
o Doctrine of propitiation (word coming out of the Passover…wrath diverts to him. 

 Romans 3:25; Hebrews 2:17; 1 John 2:2; 4:10 
- I did not know him… 
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o Meaning, as the Messiah until the sign of v. 32-33. 
o Likely knew each other personally…mothers are related (cousins or aunt/niece) 

 Luke 1:39-45 
- For this purpose, he came baptizing…to identify the Christ. God told him what would 

happen. 
- Spirit descends and remains… 

o Sign of ‘anointing’ from God 
 ILL – college class on Holy Spirit…OT, he is temporary 
 Instead of temporary filling…Messiah will be filled at all times 
 Isaiah 11:1-5; 61:1 

 
2. THE WITNESS OF THE FIRST DISCIPLES 

1:35-42 
 

- Rabbi (which means Teacher) – 1 of 7 Hebrew/Aramaic terms John defines 
o Not a Jewish intended audience 

- V. 39 – it was about the 10th hour (4pm) 
o Other disciple is likely John the Gospel writer…odd detail to include 

 Such a powerful, life-transforming moment for him, all these years later 
he still remembers what time it was. 

- Andrew recruits Simon 
o Name change is significant…change of direction/character 
o Abram – Abraham // Jacob – Israel  

- Andrew has habit of introducing people to Jesus 
o 6:8 – boy with the small lunch 
o 12:20-22 – group of Greeks who asked Philip how to get to Jesus 

 
1:43-51 

- Moses and the Prophets wrote about 
o Entire OT points to Jesus, not random collection of cool stories 
o Luke 24:25-27, 44-49 

- Anything good come out of Nazareth? 
o Nothing little town of 2,000 
o Never mentioned in the OT (no prophetic significance) 
o Roman Army garrison stationed there…not great morals 
o Nathanael is from Cana…4 miles away…rivalry 

- An honest Israelite…willing to look at Scriptures himself…Nazareth isn’t special 
o Knows under fig tree…supernatural knowledge 
o Nathanael is so overwhelmed by this, he could not even describe Jesus in mere 

human terms. Son of God! King of Israel! 
 Son of God – 2 Samuel 7:14; Psalm 2:1-12 
 King of Israel – Zephaniah 3:15 
 Two titles that are used in mockery of Jesus on the cross –  

• Matthew 27:41-44 
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 How get there so quickly? He came already searching for answers. Philip 
had already told him who he thought Jesus was. 

- See greater things than these…indeed he will. Miracles. Resurrection.  
- V. 51 – reference to Genesis 28 – Jacob’s dream…heaven and earth collide 

o Jesus is going to be better access to God 
o Truly truly…lit. amen/amen…used 25x…solemn affirmation of authority 

- Son of Man 
o Huge title…not just meaning ‘human’ 
o Daniel 7:13-14 

 Given universal authority  
 
Application Points: 

- Prepare way for people to meet Jesus // Andrew introduces people to Jesus 
- Humility before Jesus – unworthy to untie 
- Model submissive/sacrificial life of the Lamb – Matthew 20:28 – give life as ransom 
- Relationship with Jesus as disciple 

o Mark 3:13-15 
o How can you follow more closely? 
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Gospel of John - 3 
2:1 – 3:21 
 
Introduction 
 

- We now begin the 3rd day of Jesus’ ministry. 
o 1:29 started the 1st day 
o 1:35 started the 2nd day 
o 1:43 started the 3rd day 

- Going to start moving at a much quicker pace. I originally separated many of Jesus’ signs 
from the corresponding discourses. No need to do that. So we will combine them, thus 
ending this study before Thanksgiving. 

- Tonight, we will see his first sign and its corresponding discourse, one which is quite 
famous. 

o When John uses the word “sign,” which is his word for miracle, he is highlighting 
for us that these miracles are not just a physical act but have much symbolism. 
They point us to larger truths. 

 
John 2:1-12 
 

- Since Mary, Jesus, and his disciples were invited, we can assume that this wedding is for 
a close family friend, or a family member of Jesus, as they did not live in Cana. Cana is 8 
miles north of Nazareth. 

o Weddings were huge celebrations, lasting up to a full week. 
o Run out of wine. This would have been a huge issue and an embarrassment for 

the groom’s family. This would even have opened them up to a lawsuit from the 
bride’s family.  

o But pick up on all the latent symbolism that John is pointing us to. 
 Psalm 104:15 
 Proverbs 3:10 

• Wine was a symbol of blessing from God. 

• They are at a Jewish celebration, which runs out of God’s blessing. 
John is pointing us to the spiritual barrenness of Judaism.  

- Mary tells Jesus about the problem. His response seems rude to us. It isn’t in its culture. 
‘Woman’ was a term of politeness. Think ‘ma’am’ today. 

o But he does use his response to distance himself from her. The question “what 
does this have to do with me?” is a Semitic idiom that separates the person 
speaking from the person asking. It is used in Judges 11:12 and 2 Samuel 16:10. 
It highlights for Mary that Jesus is more than just her son who does things for 
her…he is the Son of God. 

o Shows Mary does not have the authority to intervene in the duties of the 
Messiah. She does not influence him with real authority. This is why praying to 
Mary is an unbiblical concept. She has no power to do anything. 
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o ‘My hour has not yet come.’ – this is the first of 7x that Jesus will use this phrase. 
His hour always refers to his crucifixion (7:30; 8:20; 12:23; 12:27; 13:1; 17:1) 

- One of the signs of the Messianic Age was that wine would flow freely (blessing) 
o Isaiah 25:6-9 
o Jeremiah 31:12 
o Hosea 14:7 
o Amos 9:13-14 

- Six stone water jars for Jewish purification ceremonies 
o They are empty. Do you see what John is doing? This physical representation of 

Jewish life and religion is about to be transformed. It’s empty, but Jesus is going 
to do something about that.  

o Average it at 25 gallons each, so 150 gallons of new wine. So, there is first an 
emphasis on the quantity of wine. 

 But next there is an emphasis on the quality of it. 
 Master of the Feast is surprised at how good it is. Best to put out the 

good wine first, then once people are a bit snickered, then put out the 
lower quality stuff, no one will notice or care. But this is the good stuff. 

- So, the Jewish wedding is out of God’s blessing…the Jewish ceremonial laws are empty 
and lifeless. Jesus is transforming everything. The Messiah has come, symbolized by the 
wine, and he will bring life to the lifeless. 

o Which is also setting us up for what Jesus is going to teach in chapter 3 on the 
new birth. 

- V. 11 – the first of Jesus’ signs…meaning he did not do any during childhood. Many 
apocryphal stories in false gospels about this. No, this was his first one.  

o Manifested his glory…the second time ‘glory’ is used in reference to Jesus (1:14). 
A clear reference to his deity. Only God has glory. 

 Sovereign Creator and Ruler over material universe 
 Merciful God who provides for his people 

o And his disciples believed in him. This takes us back to the purpose of the Gospel 
of John…that you may believe. 

- V. 12 – brothers 
o Mark 6:3 

 
John 2:13-22 
 

- Moneychangers and animal sellers in Court of the Gentiles. With all the people traveling 
such distances to the Temple for Passover (any Jewish male over 20), it was highly 
inconvenient to travel with sacrificial animals. Easy just to buy it there. 

o Same with non-kosher money…for the Temple tax, it had to be specific 
money…happy to exchange it for you. 

o Became quite a racket…exorbitant rate of exchange, bloated costs for the 
animals…worship had become a means to make money. To take advantage of 
people.  

- Comes in with a homemade whip (just cool!) and clears them out. 
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o Malachi 3:1-4 
- Synoptic Gospels record a second clearing of the Temple right before crucifixion. 

Scholars have attempted to reconcile these accounts as the same thing. Almost 
impossible to do. Best to see that Jesus did this twice. 

o Zeal for your house will consume me – Psalm 69:9 
- This is first reference to Jewish feasts 

o Passover – 6:4; 11:55/12:1 
o Unnamed feast – 5:1 (possibly Tabernacles) 
o Feast of Tabernacles – 7:2 
o Feast of Dedication – 10:22 (Hanukkah) 

- V. 18 – what sign do you show us?...what gives you the right? 
o Destroy temple and raise it in 3 days. 

 The first temple (Solomon’s) was destroyed in 586 BC by Babylonians.  
 Second-Temple period…built once they got back from captivity 
 Herod the Great began renovating and expanding ~20BC…finished 

~65AD.  
o Not talking about the physical temple…but himself. First reference to his 

resurrection. 
 This claim used against him at his trial for blasphemy…he will destroy the 

temple.  
- Another symbolic replacement…now the Temple itself is unclean and will be 

transformed. 
o Hebrews 10:1-14 
o Temple destroyed in 70AD by Rome…Ephesians 2:19-22 
o Eternal Temple – Revelation 21:22 

 
John 2:23-25 
 

- Only God can know what is in someone’s heart – Jeremiah 17:9 
- Play on words…’believed in his name’ // ‘did not entrust himself’ 

o Same word – pisteuo 
o Shows that to ‘believe’ in Jesus is more than intellectual agreement…it is to 

entrust oneself to him. 
 
John 3:1-15 
 

- Nicodemus – rules of the Jews. Member of the Sanhedrin, a group of 71 high ranking 
Jews who oversaw civil and criminal jurisdiction in Israel. High Priest (president), chief 
priests, Elders (family heads), scribes.  

o Comes to Jesus at night 
 Needs to keep his association with Jesus private. High price to pay. 
 Significant that John would include this detail. Night is the realm of evil, 

falsehood, and unbelief (9:4; 11:10; 13:30). 



 4 

 Also representative of spiritual darkness – theme in John. Nicodemus is 
definitely in spiritual darkness, but he is searching. 

o Rabbi – title of respect for Jesus. No formal rabbinical training (7:15) 
 ‘we know’ – there on behalf of the Sanhedrin 

- Must be born again – can translate ‘born from above’ (19:11…above) – double-meaning 
o Nic takes it as ‘again’…how can this happen? Notice he views it all through a 

physical lens…climb back in mother’s womb. How can I do this? 
o Jesus’ point is that physical birth doesn’t count (ethnic Jews) but God must do a 

new transformative work. 
- Born of water and Spirit 

o Not a reference to baptism…Christian baptism was not a thing yet. 
o Simple reference to cleansing brought about by regenerating work of the Holy 

Spirit 
 Titus 3:5 
 Ephesians 5:26 
 Isaiah 32:15; 44:3; Ezekiel 36:25-27 

- Must be…required for entrance into Kingdom 
o Synoptics have Kingdom as major topic…only here in John 

 Quick reference to Jesus’ kingdom in 18:36 
- Born again…transformed…born from above 

o Already referenced by John in 1:12-13 
o 1 John 2:29; 3:9; 4:7; 5:1,4,18 
o 2 Corinthians 5:17 
o 1 Peter 1:3-5, 23 

- Doctrine of Regeneration 
o ‘unless’ – universal condition 
o Not ‘turning over a new leaf’ but the new life of a radically transformed person 
o Solely the work of God 

 Ephesians 2:1-10 

• You were dead…but God made you alive 
 John 3:7-8 

• Just as you did nothing to control or contribute to your physical 
birth, you cannot control or contribute to your spiritual birth. 

• You can see the effects of the wind, but you cannot control 
it…same with work of HS. 

o Illumination by the Holy Spirit precedes faith in Christ. We are dead and cannot 
make the decision to follow Christ on our own. He must ‘flip the switch’ enabling 
us to believe (1 Cor. 2:6-16…doctrine of illumination). And upon that spiritual 
awakening when we come to see the Gospel as true, we must repent of sin and 
place trust in Christ (personal responsibility). Then the Holy Spirit does his 
regenerating work. 

 This explains why two people can hear the same Gospel presentation and 
respond in opposite ways. 
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 It is not up to us whether someone believes the message…we are called 
to be faithful to tell it. 

- V. 9-10 – Nic doesn’t get it. Though he is ‘the teacher of Israel.’ Shows the standing that 
Nic had within 1st century Judaism.  

o Jesus is fairly harsh with him here…as someone so steeped in the OT, all of this 
had been prophesied. He should have known. 

 Message like the resurrection of Ezekiel 37 
 Message like promise of a new heart in Deut. 30:6; Jer. 31:33; Ezekiel 

36:26 
o Switches from singular to plural ‘you.’ If Nic is there on behalf of Sanhedrin, Jesus 

wants this message to go back to all of them. But with the plural ‘you’ we end up 
getting included. This message is for all peoples of all times. 

 ILL – George Whitfield was known to constantly preach that ‘you must be 
born again.’ A woman came up to him and asked ‘why do you constantly 
tell us we must be born again?’ He answered, ‘because, dear madam, you 
must be born again.’ 

o And if Nic can’t understand earthly things like this, he isn’t ready for the deeper 
stuff of Heaven. Only the Son of Man is the authoritative teacher…only he had 
the permanent home in Heaven and came down to Earth.  

- Moses lifted up the Serpent 
o Reference to Numbers 21 
o ‘lifted up’ – 3x in John…here, 8:58; 12:32 

 Reference to his crucifixion and exaltation 
o Just as looked to bronze serpent and lived…so look to Jesus and live 

 Eternal life…first of 17 references (50x in NT) 
- Not end of Nicodemus 

o 7:50-52 
o 19:38-42 

 
John 3:16-21 
 

- Scholars debate if these verses are Jesus continuing or if this is John’s commentary. 
- God loves the world 

o Shocking statement…didn’t God only love Israel? No, what God is up to goes 
beyond national Israel…the Gentiles are going to be invited into this deal. 

o Also shocking because the ‘world’ opposes God (1:10; 7:7; 14:17; 15:18-19) 
 The wonder of God’s love is displayed in the unworthiness of its object. 

- For…links God’s love for the world to the previous statement of Jesus being lifted up 
- Believes…will not perish…the theme of the book 
- V. 17 – no judgement…this time.  

o John 5:25-29 
o John 9:39 
o John 12:27-36a 

- V. 18 – unless believe in Jesus, people are under condemnation already 
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o Those in unbelief are not in neutral standing with God…under his wrath 
 Eternally…contrast with eternal life. Hell is forever. 

o Refutes idea of a sincere worshiper in any religious being saved 
 John 14:6 
 Acts 4:12 
 Romans 10:13-17 
 1 Timothy 2:5-6 

o Unbelief is the climax of rebellion against God…resist even his gracious offer of 
salvation in Christ. 

- V. 19-21 – explains why people reject Christ…they don’t like the light. 
o Elaborates prologue’s reference to darkness/unbelief (1:5,10-11) 
o Evil doesn’t just ignore the light…it wages war 

 
 
Application 
 
Turning water into wine…list description of your old life and your new life. Marvel at what God 
has done. 
 
Church is for worship, not personal gain or profit…ILL – guy at Cornerstone wanted database to 
promote his business. 
 
Nicodemus knew much but came seeking more…how can you learn more? 
 
Have you been born again? 
 
God loves all kinds in the world...do we really believe that? 
 
We trust God’s sovereignty in evangelism. We cannot control their response. 
 
Not condemned…live in the freedom of forgiveness. 
 
v. 21 – ‘does what is true.’ Truth isn’t just something to believe, but something to live. 
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Gospel of John – 4 
3:22 – 4:45 

Introduc9on 

Let me clarify something from last week and correct something from last week. 
- Clarify – I had some ques9ons from folks aFerwards regarding what I said about two 

people can hear the same Gospel presenta9on and respond in opposing ways. That 
does not mean that the person who did not respond is condemned to Hell 
permanently. Just because the Holy Spirit isn’t illumina9ng them at that moment 
does not mean He won’t be doing that some other 9me. The Gospel is offered to all 
and people are responsible for personally responding…they just aren’t there yet. 
Obviously not all people accept the Gospel, indeed most reject it. But we never give 
up hope for the salva9on of anyone. 

- Correct – in aSemp9ng last week to make the case that we cannot choose Christ 
solely on our own, I believe that I overstated my case a bit. All I am trying to 
communicate is that the Holy Spirit has to be at work in us PRIOR to salva9on. 
Otherwise, this corpse of a soul we have would not be able to choose Christ. 
Through the Spirit’s work of convic9ng us of sin, opening our eyes to the truth of the 
Gospel, and illumina9ng our need for salva9on, we come to the point where we 
must choose or reject Christ. 

o I did misspeak on a cri9cal point last week…I have already ensured my notes 
are correct that have been uploaded for it. I mistakenly said that regenera9on 
precedes faith. What I meant to say was that illumina9on precedes faith. 
Once we come to a place that we place our faith in Jesus Christ, the Holy 
Spirit then takes over and does his miraculous regenera9ng work, turning our 
lifeless water into bubbling wine. The moment we place our faith in Christ is 
the moment we are born again. 

We begin now with the final episode involving John the Bap9st and then we move into Jesus’ 
2nd discourse on being Living Water. 

John 3:22-30 

- John’s bap9sm was a Jewish bap9sm for repentance, a sign of purifica9on and 
cleaning. We aren’t talking about Chris9an bap9sm at this point. The New Testament 
era, the New Covenant, did not technically begin un9l Jesus rose from the dead. 

- V. 23 – water plen9ful…yet another reason why bap9sm is biblically only by 
immersion. You have to have much water to immerse. 

- V. 24 – John does not record the arrest/imprisonment/death of John the Bap9st. He 
only alludes to it here. 

o MaShew 14:3-12; Mark 6:17-29; Luke 3:19; 9:7-9 
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o All these events so far have taken place prior to his arrest…all prior to Mark 
1:14 

- Discussion arises about purifica9on…likely the purpose of John’s bap9sm as opposed 
to Jesus’ bap9sm. But the real issue at hand is one of compe99on…more people are 
following Jesus than us. 

o V. 27 – john’s response of humility. All we have is given by God (1 Cor. 4:7) 
o V. 28 – been sent before him 

▪ Malachi 3:1 
• MaShew 11:10; Mark 1:2; Luke 7:27 

o John is simply the best man, not the groom 
▪ ILL – done hundreds of weddings…mixed experience with best men 

• Best ones never draw aSen9on to themselves  
▪ Jesus iden9fies himself as the groom (MaShew 9:15) 

• Ephesians 5:22-33 
o This designa9on iden9fies Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah/King 

▪ OT – Israel presented as God’s bride 
• Isaiah 62:4-5 
• Hosea 2:16-20 

- V. 30 – increase and decrease 
o The light has come (1:6-9), now the lamp can flicker out (5:35) 

John 3:31-36 

- It is debated whether this is s9ll John the Bap9st speaking or if this is now John the 
author inser9ng his theological commentary.  

- V. 31 – comes from above…same word as 3:3 for born ‘again.’ To be born from above, 
must have faith in the one who is from above. 

- V. 32 – bears witness to seen and heard…from Heaven, he enlightens us about the 
reali9es of eternity. 

o How does he do that? Through the Holy Spirit, we have access to him. 
o 1 Corinthians 2:12-16 – doctrine of illumina9on…mind of Christ 
o No one receives his tes9mony? Meaning most at that 9me did not (repe99on 

of 1:10-11) 
- V. 33 – sets his seal…authen9cates as real. When you trust Christ, you are affirming 

this is all real. 
- V. 34 – gives Spirit w/o measure…two possible interpreta9ons 

o That the Father gives the Son the Spirit w/o measure (1:32-33…remains) 
o That the Son gives Spirit to his people w/o measure 

▪ 1:33; 15:26; Acts 2:32-33 
- V. 35 – Father given all things to Jesus…supreme authority of the Father, delegates 

authority over the created universe to the Son 
o John 1:3; 3:16-17; 5:22; 6:38; 14:16,28; Acts 2:33; 5:31; Romans 8:29,34; 1 

Corinthians 8:6; 15:28; Ephesians 1:4-5; Hebrews 1:2-3,13; 1 Peter 3:22 



 3

o Shows us a unique aspect of the Trinity…is there a hierarchy in the Trinity? 
▪ Imminent v. Economic Trinity 
▪ All 3 persons are one unity that is God 
▪ Yet voluntarily choose to func9on in subordinate roles… 

• Jesus in Gospel of John 
• Holy Spirit given by Father to Jesus to be sent 
• Jesus turns Kingdom over to the Father (1 Cor. 15) 

o ‘all things’ turned over to Jesus includes the giving of life and judgement 
▪ 5:20-29 

- V. 36 – ‘has’ eternal life…not will have, but present reality. 
o Juxtaposi9on of believe and obey 
o Genuine faith v. defiant disobedience 

John 4:1-6 

- LeF Judea in South to go to Galilee in North. Samaria is in middle. 
o ‘had to go through’ 

▪ Could refer to most direct route 
▪ Could mean divine plan of God 

• ‘dei’ – 3:7,14,30; 9:4; 10:16; 12:34; 20:9 
o Good Jews would not defile themselves by walking through it. Instead would 

walk East, cross the Jordan River, walk up its bank, and cross again in the 
North. 
▪ Racial and religious prejudices from both sides 
▪ 2 Kings 17 (722 BC) Northern Kingdom had capital city of Samaria. 

Assyrians destroyed it. Took many cap9ves, seSled many foreigners 
into region. Remaining Jews intermarried with them.  

▪ Pure Jews viewed them as religious sellouts and racial half-breeds. 
o Sychar…Jacob’s well. S9ll there today. She will call it ‘deep.’ Very true. When it 

was cleaned out in 1935, it was 138’ deep. Not spring fed, but rain and dew 
runoff. 

- It’s noon…common prac9ce was to draw water early in day and in evening to avoid 
heat. Without a compelling reason, no one did this. 

John 4:7-26 

- Woman is the opposite of Nicodemus in every way 
o Man/woman // Jew/Samaritan // Righteous/sinner // Rabbi/outcast // silent 

to challenge of Jesus/dialogues 
o However, she will misunderstand Jesus just as he did. 

- V. 9 – Jew wouldn’t talk to Samaritan…men wouldn’t talk to women, especially about 
theology 

o ‘Jews have no dealings’…can be translated ‘Jews use nothing in common’ 
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▪ Forbidden to eat or drink with Samaritan. Shock is that Jesus would 
willingly use her cup to drink. 

- V. 10 – giF of God 
o Shows salva9on is granted, not earned (Ephesians 2:8) 

▪ Jesus is ‘giF of God’ – John 3:16; Gala9ans 2:20; Ephesians 5:25 
o ‘living water’ – term used to refer to river or spring. This well is dead and 

stagnant. He offers her the good stuff. 
▪ Abundant references in OT…Psalm 42:1-2; Isaiah 55:1; Jeremiah 2:13; 

Zechariah 13:1; 14:8 
▪ Psalm 36:9; Jeremiah 17:3 

o Clear reference to Holy Spirit 
▪ John 7:37-39 
▪ He will produce life and vitality in your soul 

- V. 11-12 – shows her misunderstanding. Just like Nicodemus, she interprets what he 
says physically. 

o ‘our father Jacob’ – assumes she is truly ones in line with lineage of faith 
o Appeals to her religious heritage instead of responding to the physical 

presence of God directly in front of her. 
- V. 13 – thirsty again…physical will always run out and disappoint 
- V. 14 – spring of water… 

o Isaiah 12:3; 44:3; 49:10; 55:1 
- V. 15 – s9ll doesn’t get it. She is in spiritual darkness, needs to be illuminated. So 

Jesus is going to confront her sin, which is what is keeping her in spiritual darkness. 
- V. 20 – he’s a prophet who knows stuff…immediately changes the subject. People 

tend to squirm when their sin in confronted. She is dodging the real issue because it 
hurts. 

o ‘on this mountain’ – Mt. Gerazim…rich history going back to end of 
Deuteronomy. Site of pronouncement of blessings for obedience. Towered 
above Sheckem…the property Jacob owned where he dug a well (Gen. 33) 

o Samaritans built their temple on that mountain ~400BC. Jews destroyed it in 
128BC. Added to the tensions. 

- V. 21 – place of worship is no longer going to maSer…God is not defined by, nor 
confined to a place. 

- V. 22 – they only had Pentetuech, thus a par9al revela9on of God. Jews had full 
revela9on from God. 

o Romans 9:4-5 
o Right understanding of God, salva9on came through Jews because they were 

lineage of the Messiah. 
- V. 24 – God is spirit…reason why idols are condemned…God is not physical. Not 

confined to physical place, can worship anywhere. 
o Worship in spirit and truth…true worship happens when God’s Spirit reveals 

truth to us. 
o Holy Spirit helps us in worship…connects our soul to his 
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▪ Prays for us (Romans 8:6) 
▪ Teaches us word of Christ (John 14:26) 
▪ Tells us we are loved (Romans 5:5) 

- V. 26 – Messiah will explain it all 
o “I am, the one who speaks to you.” 

John 4:27-45 

- V. 30 – keep that in mind for the backdrop of what Jesus is about to say 
- V. 34 – food is to do his will…again, not physical, but spiritual nourishment. 

o 5:30; 6:38; 7:18; 8:50; 9:4; 10:37-38; 12:49-50 
- V. 35 – typically a gap of pa9ent wai9ng between plan9ng and harves9ng…not so 

here. 
o LiF up your eyes and look at the harvest! Remember the backdrop…they are 

the harvest.  
o Others did the plan9ng/sowing work…John the Bap9st and his followers, the 

OT prophets, Jesus’ own conversa9on…but the disciples get to harvest. 
- V. 42 – Savior of the world (1 John 4:14) 

o No9ce the paSern…Jesus encounters Nicodemus in Judea, the Samaritan 
woman in Samaria, then Gen9les next in chapter 4 and into chapter 12. 

o Sound familiar? Follows post-Pentecost paSern in Acts 1:8. 
- AFer this great witness, tes9fying to Jesus’ divinity and saving power in Samaria of 

all places, he heads back into Jewish territory of Galilee. What happens? Not 
honored. 

o Yes they ‘welcomed’ him, but only for his miracles. Con9nued theme of 
Jewish rejec9on of Jesus. 

Applica9on 

- He must increase, I must decrease…how make him bigger in my life? 
- The Gospel goes out to all, even those we don’t like. 
- Fill your soul, not just your body (living water; v. 34 do will) 
- Look at the harvest…open your eyes to those around you 
- She had an 8-word tes9mony. Incredible results.
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Gospel of John – 5 
4:46-5:47 
 
4:46-54 
 

- v. 46 – official – term used for one who serves a king. So this is a Gentile Roman 
Centurion who works for King Herod. Capernaum is 16 miles N of Cana 

o Jewish Teacher – 3:1-21 
o Samaritan Woman – 4:1-42 
o Gentile Roman Officer – 4:46-54 

 These constitute the entire world 
- V. 48 – Unless you see signs 

o ‘you’ is plural…referring to all Galileans (4:43-45) 
o Failed to see signs as pointing to truth of Jesus’ identity 
o Not to be taken that signs are negative…John uses them to help people believe 

 2:11,23; 3:2; 4:53-54; 6:2,14; 7:31; 11:47-48; 12:11,18; 20:31 
o Similar, but different account 

 Matthew 8:5-13; Luke 7:1-10 
- V. 50 – Healing from a distance 

o Centurion slave – Mt. 8:5-13 // Phoenician woman’s daughter – Mt. 15:21-28 
o ‘your son will live’ 

 Not a prophecy, but a healing word of power 

• V. 54…sign that Jesus did 
 Repeats in v. 53 – shows purpose of sign is to reveal Jesus has power over 

life itself (5:21) 
o Notice progression of official’s faith 

 V. 46-48 – believes enough to ask for help 
 V. 50 – believes (purpose of sign/Gospel) and obeys 
 V. 53 – entire household believes 

• Prepares for discourse on life in the Son – 5:19-30 
- V. 54 – second sign in Galilee 

o In between Jesus had done signs/miracles in Jerusalem at the Feast, but John 
does not record them 

 2:23; 3:2; 4:45 
 
5:1-18 
 
Escalating conflict with Jews, during “festival cycle” in chapters 5-10. 
 

- V. 4 – missing from the text but is in a footnote in the ESV. Not in earliest manuscripts 
and contains words and phrasing not common in Johannine writing. Was likely an early 
centuries addition to provide context. 

o Legend of angel stirring waters…Jews were highly fascinated by angels, elevated 
them to high position. Hebrews lowers them for this reason. 
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o Early witnesses say water in this pool was red, meaning it had minerals in it and 
thought to have healing powers. Likely fed by an intermittent spring that caused 
it to be periodically stirred up. 

- V. 5 – invalid – Greek word for ‘disabled.’ 
o 38 years – emphasizes gravity of illness and the genuineness of the healing (Acts 

4:22) 
- V. 6 – knew – divine foreknowledge (like Nathaniel in 1:48 and Samaritan woman in 

4:18) 
o Man didn’t ask for help, Jesus offered it. He had lost all hope. 

- V. 8 – statement of healing…just as God spoke to created order to create, Jesus speaks 
to re-create. 

- V. 9 – mean is healed, proven by his taking bed and walking 
o Typically, faith is required for healing 

 Matthew 9:22; 13:58; Mark 6:5-6 
o Emphasis is on Jesus’ power, not man’s faith 

- V. 10 – Sabbath – no such OT law exists. This is their oral tradition, recorded in the 
Mishnah. 39 activities were forbidden on sabbath, including carrying an item from one 
place to another. 

o Jesus is confronting their religious hypocrisy and ultra-legalism. 
- V. 14 – sin no more 

o May indicate that his suffering was caused by some sin in the past…natural 
consequences. 

 Not all illness is caused by sin 

• John 9:1-3 
 But illness can be tied to issues of sin 

• 1 Corinthians 11:28-30 

• James 5:15 
o Something worse…this is an invitation to salvation. He had been healed but did 

not have faith in Christ. Jesus is confronting his sin, letting him know the truth 
that sin has far more devastating consequences than some illness. 

- V. 16 – persecuting…verb tense lets us know that this was ongoing persecution, not a 
one-time act. Jesus was the one actually fulfilling the OT law of loving others, but they 
were ready to kill him for it. 

- V. 17 – this is where Jesus draws the line in the sand. This is a claim of divinity (proven 
by v. 18).  

o Genesis 2:2-3 shows God resting (shabat) – but Rabbis agreed that God upheld 
the universe, yet without breaking Sabbath. 

o Jesus says God is working on the Sabbath…and so is he. Just as God is Lord of the 
Sabbath, so is he (Mt. 12:8; Mk. 2:28; Lk. 6:5). Jesus has same authority as one 
who created the Sabbath. 

o ‘My’ Father…unique Son of God (1:14,18) 
 This is likely intended to provoke a confrontation with the religious 

leaders and their hypocrisy. 
 Jesus will not launch into full-scale argument of his divinity. 
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John 5:19-29 
 
5 Claims of Equality with God 
 

1. Equal in Person (v. 17-18) 
 

- This one we have already established…he has made himself equal with God (v. 18). Just 
as the Father is…so is Jesus. 

 
2. Equal in Works (v. 19-20) 

 
- These verses combined with v. 17-18 show the Immanent v. Economic Trinity. 
- V. 19 - Can do nothing…not an inability, but a unity of purpose in the Godhead. 
- Does only what he sees his Father doing. Perhaps Jesus has some ability to see the 

providential hand of God that is invisible to us.  
o How did Jesus choose invalid man at the pool and ignore others? 

- V. 20 – greater works – references to resurrection (proven in v. 21). Lazarus will be 
raised in chapter 11, Jesus himself raised in chapter 20. 

 
3. Equal in Sovereignty (v. 21, 24-26) 

 
- V. 21 – another clear claim to deity…life is the sole prerogative of God 

o Deuteronomy 32:39; 1 Samuel 2:6 
- Life – New life now (v. 24) 

o 2 Corinthians 5:17 
o Can face final judgment with confidence 

 1 John 4:13-19; 5:11-13 
o V. 25 – now here…not talking about final judgment…the spiritually dead now 
o V. 26 – explains v. 25…granted does not mean to give, but to authorize to use 

 Expounds 1:4…in him was life (self-existence) 
- And Resurrection at the Final Judgment  

 1 Corinthians 15:42-57 
 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 Daniel 12:2 

 
4. Equal in Judgements (v. 22, 27-29) 

 
- V. 22 – given judgment to Son…another claim of divinity…only God is judge 

o Genesis 18:25; Judges 11:27 
- V. 27 – Son of Man…Daniel 7:13…he is Eternal Ruler, therefore the judge 
- V. 29 – not teaching a judgment based on works…contradicts John’s teaching on 

‘believe’ to have eternal life 
o Good work is to believe; bad work is to reject 
o Works are an evidence of saving faith 
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5. Equal in Honor (v. 23) 
 

- V. 23 – this is Jesus showing his right to be worshiped. 
o Jesus turns their accusations of blasphemy back onto them. By denying the Son, 

the Jews were the ones who were blaspheming the Father. 
 
John 5:30-47 
 

- V. 30-31 – trial motif…Jesus places world on trial and proves his innocence 
o Deuteronomy 17:6; 19:15; Numbers 35:30 

 
4 Witnesses to Jesus 
 

1. John the Baptist (v. 33-36a) 
 

- John has already bore witness to him (1:6-8, 19-42; 3:22-36) 
- V. 35 – lamp (Psalm 132:17) 

 
2. Jesus’ own Works (v. 36b) 

 
- Attested to by Nicodemus (3:2) 

 
3. God the Father (v. 32, 37) 

 
- V. 32 – the ‘another’ is not referring to John the Baptist, but to the greater testimony of 

God himself.  
o John’s own testimony was ultimately from God (1:6,33…sent by God) 

- V. 37 – all miracles sent to do, all teaching, Scripture…all from Father 
o Specific voice…Matthew 3:17; Mark 1:11; Luke 3:22 

 
4. Scripture (v. 38-47) 

 
- V. 37-38 – voice have not heard…reference to Scripture…deaf to its truth 
- V. 39 – Bible is not divine, but divinely inspired 

o Points to Jesus, the one who gives life. 
o Study of Bible ought to lead to genuine faith in Christ, obedience, transformed 

life. 
- V. 43 – in Father’s name…by his authority, on his behalf 

 ILL – admin at Cornerstone would attend meetings on my behalf 
o If another comes…string of false Christs before AD 70 (Josephus) 

- V. 45 – Moses explicitly wrote of Jesus 
o Genesis 3:15; Numbers 21:9; 24:17; Deuteronomy 18:15 

- V. 46 – wrote of me 
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o Luke 24:47,44; John 1:45; 3:14; 8:56; Acts 26:22; 28:23; 1 Corinthians 10:4; 
Hebrews 11:23-26; 1 Peter 1:10-12; Jude 5 

 
 
 
Application 
 
When you bring a problem to the Lord, do you leave it with him and obey what he says? Or do 
you continue to fret and worry? 
 
Do you want to get well? Jesus is source of life, of hope, of peace. ILL – reading biography of 
John Wesley…holiness and happiness (peace, joy, etc.).  
 
Don’t lose hope…38 years is a long time to suffer. But then that day finally came. 
 
He has given new, eternal life now…do you live in that reality? 
 
Do you face death, final judgement, with confidence? 
 
All these witnesses testify to the truth of who Jesus is…do you do that? Acts 1:8 
 
 
 


