
Our Bible reading for today – Philippians 4:10-20 

“All Your Needs!” 
 

“He took my words out of context.”  That’s a favorite way politicians try to get out of being 

accused of saying the wrong thing.  It may or may not be true.  But public figures get quoted, 

often the wrong way.  And I know it’s hard to be very careful all the time, lest you get quoted. 

 

The context is important.  Meanings change dramatically in different contexts. 

 

People quote occasionally a little song which states, “Every promise in the book is mine.”   Is it 

true?  Specifically, no.  Generally, yes.  Some Bible promises were given to specific people in 

specific circumstances.  God’s faithfulness in keeping that promise is an encouragement to all of 

us.  That makes the promise “mine”.  Some promises, such as John 3:16 are generic.  For 

anybody!  For all the time!  The context is important. 

 

Some promises are taken as generic, because they proceed from God’s character, love and 

fairness, but we need to be careful about who can claim them.  Such is the case with Philippians 

4:19. I don’t believe that every Christian has a right to claim it all the time. 

 

In writing this promise Paul was speaking to a group of people who were unbelievably generous 

givers.  In the text he thanks them for their unexpected support of him and his ministry.  In 

another place (2 Corinthians 8) Paul held these people up as a glowing example of how to give 

generously.   

 

Philippians 4:19 is not God’s promise to get me a new boat, a fancier house, a more becoming 

suit or name-brand shoes.  It is a promise to generous givers that they will surely get what God 

deems are their needs.  Sometimes the need is a family’s next meal.  Sometimes the need is 

school clothes.  Sometimes the need is for a hard experience which will make us grow.  

Sometimes the need is for a greater measure of faith and peace when a loved one dies.  God, in 

his love, wisdom and grace knows our every need.  He supplies! 

 

Let me indulge myself with a personal testimony about this verse.  Much of my ministry over the 

years, starting churches or getting small churches to grow, doesn’t pay very well.  However, in 

spite of having a large family, we have never been unable to pay a bill on time or done without 

any necessity.  This is partly due to my wife’s wise buying, economic cooking and sewing, but is 

also a testimony to God’s honoring our faithful service and sacrificial giving.  God is good! 

 
ESV Philippians 4:19 And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches 
in glory in Christ Jesus. 

 

Serve faithfully.  Give generously and sacrificially.  And trust God to keep this and every 

promise! 
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