
 

SUMMER STUDY: WE ARE SENT . 
 

● FOUNDATION 

○ For this year’s Summer Study, we are exploring our missional identity  as 

the church of God. 

○ We are a sent people. We are sent out of the overflow of what we have 

received in Christ. 

○ 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

■ Because we’ve been reconciled to God, we now bear the message 

and ministry of reconciliation, which is the essence of both our 

motivation and mission as a church. 

 

● MOTIVATION  

○ The motivation for our obedience is based in our personal Gospel 

experience . 

■ There is a cause and effect theme to Gospel sent-ness.   

● 2 Corinthians 5:17-20 

● The Samaritan woman in John 4:1-42: Her amazing 

encounter resulted in  a bold witness. 



● The leper in Mark 1:40-45: His compassionate healing 

resulted in irresistible sharing . 

● The sinful woman in Luke 7:36-50: Her consuming love 

resulted in public devotion . 

● Our core motivation to join Jesus in his mission is the 

overflow of our personal response to Jesus.  It’s: 

○ Delight not duty 

○ Passion  not principles 

○ Love not law 

○ The motivation for our obedience is based in profound Gospel purposes. 

■ God has done incredibly merciful things for us!  The question we 

are left with is WHY?  

● For the display of His grace. 

○ Ephesians 2:1-10 

○ Ephesians 1:3-6 

OLD SELF  NEW SELF 

Dead in sin  Made alive with Christ 

Following the course of this 

world 

Raised up to reign with 

Christ 

 

Following the ways of Satan  Saved by grace 

Living in the passions of our 

flesh 

Recipients of the 

immeasurable riches of his 

grace 

Carrying out our base 

desires 

Blessed with every spiritual 

blessing 

Children of wrath  Chosen before the 



foundation of the world 

  Predestined for adoption 

 

○ WHY did God do this?  Ephesians 2:7 & Ephesians 

1:6 

● For the glory of His name . 

○ 1 Peter 2:9 

Dwelling in darkness   

 

Called into marvellous 

light 

● Psalm 79:9 

Asks God to help them, 

deliver them, atone for 

their sins 

WHY? 

 

For the glory of His 

name, for His name’s 

sake 

● For the gladness  of all people. 

○ Psalm 67:1-5 

MAY GOD...  SO THAT... 

Be gracious to us  His way will be 

know worldwide 

Bless us  The people of the 

world will praise 

him 

Look on us with good 

pleasure 

The nations will be 

glad and sing for 

joy 

 



● This gracious work is not just for our benefit, or solely 

for people like us, this gracious work is to be for the 

benefit of all people in all nations . 

 

● MISSION 

1) His mission for us begins where we are currently at. 

■ SCRIPTURE: Acts 1:8 

● Acts 1 - Begins in Jerusalem . 

● John 4 - Begins with people in her network. 

■ Description of our Field: MEMPHIS (2018 Data) 

● 937,166 souls in Shelby County. 

● Between 30-42 %  are saved. (We’ll use the higher number.) 

● 8,508 deaths (163.6/week or 23/day ). 

● That means only 10  will be going home...The other 13 will 

be spending an eternity away from God. 

■ Applications: We’ll talk more on this next session, but take some 

time right now and think about your “field”. 

● Neighbors? 

● Co-Workers? 

● How many in your list would you say have a genuine 

relationship with God? 

2) His mission for us includes work He has already equipped us to do. 

■ SCRIPTURE: John 6:1-15 (Luke 9:10-17, Mark 6:30-44, Matthew 

14:13-21) 

● He already knew!  And He could have done it without any 

help from them, but He waited.  

● He wants to work through us.  We are image bearers of 

Christ, and He invites us to work alongside Him. 

● God does not NEED what you have...YOU need it!  That 

boy became a part of the story of how 5000 people were 



fed.  Wouldn’t you rather be a part of the miraculous 

workings? God invites us to be a part of the story today! 

■ Application:  

● What are you holding in your hands?  Maybe it’s bread and 

fish, or maybe it’s time, or money, or your skills and giftings. 

Whatever it is, are you allowing those things to be used? 

What if that boy didn’t offer up his food?  How many other 

people in that crowd may have hid away their own piece of 

bread?  How many miracles are we hiding away in our 

pockets? 

● List some things here that you have in your hands. 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

3) His mission for us is not tied to our perfection but His grace.  

■ SCRIPTURE: Romans 5:17 

■ God can use you, and will! Just look at the Bible... 

■ Application: God wants us to pursue mission out of opportunity 

not obligation . And it begins right here, right now! 

● Where can I be SENT on mission this summer? 

○ We are SENT to the widow and forgotten.  Join us at 

the Glenmary Retirement Home as we continue 

calling and writing to our friends there. 

○ We are SENT to love our neighbor as ourselves. 

Participate in our Neighborhood Care this summer. 

Launching porch packs next week to help you 

engage and build relationships with your neighbors. 

○ We are SENT to care for those who have less than we 

do.  Join our Uptown community where we are 

building real relationships with the kids and families. 

Or join our Target House serving team where we are 



praying and creating plans for when we can meet the 

families there later this summer. 

● Text ICCSERVE to 97000 to get connected to these 

opportunities and even more! 

 

● WHAT’S NEXT? 

○ We are SENT . 

■ We have seen both the motivation and the mission we are sent for. 

But now we must answer this question: How do we live this out 

practically? 

○ We are PRAYERFUL . 

○ We are INTENTIONAL. 

○ We are UNASHAMED. 

○ We are IMPACTING THE WORLD . 


