
 

SUMMER STUDY: WE ARE INTENTIONAL. 
 

As we identify the people God has purposely placed in our lives, we have the 

wonderful opportunity to walk in Christ-like hospitality as we intentionally 

build these relationships by making space at our table, with our time, and in 

true friendship.  

INTRODUCTION 

In the Church in Acts, the hungry were fed, the sick were healed, races and 

cultures that were once at odds found a seat at a common table and found 

brotherhood in people they once hated.  In this church, the broken and 

outcast were embraced and found a home.  And this church saw God adding 

to their number daily.  (Acts 2 & 4) 

 

WE MAKE SPACE AT OUR TABLES 

● Living intentionally with our tables through Christian hospitality means 

that we create space for others in our homes, at our tables, with our 

meals, and in our budgets.  Why?  Because Jesus modeled this.   

“Jesus dines with sinners so that he can get close enough to touch us, so that he can 

participate in the intimacy of table fellowship as a healer and a helper.  Jesus comes to 

change us, to transform us, so that after we have dined with Jesus, we want Jesus more 

than the sin that beckons our fidelity.”                                                           -Rosaria Butterfield 

 



 

● Examples of table fellowship in the life of Jesus and the early church: 

○ Matthew 26:17-29 

○ Luke 5:27-32 

○ Luke 7:36-50 

○ Acts 2:42-47 

○ Can you think of more? 

● Living like Jesus and the early church in this way requires surrender 

and trust.  It means acknowledging God is our ultimate provider and 

has made us stewards of the home, the money, the possessions, and 

the food he has entrusted to us. 

● It means that we place our faith in His providence, not in our bank 

accounts. 

● Being intentional to make room at the table means we go from fearful 

hoarders to fearless givers, from frivolous entertainment to simple 

hospitality.   

○ By sharing what we have.  

○ By sharing where we are.  

● Welcome people where you are, walk in faith with God as your 

provider and protector, and make space for others at your table. 

“We’ve made room around our dinner table with the question in mind: who do we want to 

share our lives with? Because who you have in your home & around your table speaks to 

your community. Do you even initiate & invite people? We are never too busy to eat! We 

see Jesus’ example in sharing many meals together with families, his disciples, & sinners. 

Since He has shown us so much hospitality we are merely responding in the same way. 

We’re not doing anything special. It’s sad to think this isn’t normal. But the fact is this: we 

make room in our schedules for what matters the most to us. May it never be said of our 

family that we were too busy to host, too busy to invite single friends, families, anyone into 

our home, around our table, & into our lives. The Bread of Life calls us to share our bread 

with others. Let’s join Him in this lifestyle. Who will you invite around your table this 

summer?” 

Lee & Anna Adams 

 

 



How can you be intentional and make space for others at your table?   

(in your home, in your meals, in your budget) 

 

WE MAKE SPACE WITH OUR TIME 

'Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant 

than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 

others. '                                                                                                                                    Philippians 2:3-4 

 

● Making intentional space with our time can mean creating time 

bubbles.  Creating time bubbles builds protected time in our 

schedules so that we are guaranteed time for the people we are 

pursuing.   

● Making intentional space with our time can mean inviting people into 

the routine parts of your day, like meals, shopping, or working out.  

 

“One of the best things about this friendship right now and just the timing of it is that I 
don’t feel like I’ve had to create time. I’ve chosen to use my time in different ways some 
days. But also, I’ve found ways to incorporate this new friend into my regular rhythms. 
Since we live so close to each other, we go on walks together.  That’s something both of us 
were already doing, so now we do it together.  And this week, we made dinner together 
and are planning to go to Target too! We both have to eat, and we both love Target, so why 
not do that together?  I want to establish and practice rhythms of hospitality and 
friendship that are adaptable and sustainable and work for both of us, so even during busy 
weeks where we can’t really “make time” to do something super elaborate or out of the 
ordinary, I know I can invite her into those things that are already part of my regular 
rhythms of life. The simplicity of it is encouraging!”                                               -Whitney Beach 

 

So now, as we break into group, let's discuss this:  how can you be 

intentional and make space for others with your time?  What time bubbles 

can you create?  What are some routines you can invite others into? 

 

WE MAKE SPACE IN TRUE FRIENDSHIP 

● We make space for others in true friendship by welcoming in grace 

those who are not like us. 

○ Christian hospitality does not require that everyone at our table 

be like us.  The tables where Jesus dined were frequented by the 

 



religious elite and the ostracized sinners, by roman sympathizing 

tax collectors and Jewish zealots who desired the ethnic 

cleansing of Roman presence in Israel.  The rich and the poor, 

men and women, Jews and gentiles, the Christian, the curious, 

and the critic all find a seat at his table.  And they should have a 

seat at ours too.   

■ Luke 5:27-32 

■ Matthew 10:2-4 

■ Luke 10:38-42 

This happens when we: 

1. See them as image bearers of God. (Genesis 1:27) 

2. Recognize the common grace in their lives. (Romans 

2:14-17) 

3. Extend kindness to others out of the overflow of the 

kindness we have received from God. (Romans 5:6-10) 

● We make space for others in true friendship by sharing in humility our 

authentic lives with others. 

○ By dropping pretense. 

○ By being ready to give an account for our hope. (1 Peter 3:15) 

○ By letting our speech be always be gracious. (Colossians 4:5-6) 

 

 

“I would say it's all about being intentional. Everyone wants friends and are 
looking for deep relationships. It's your job to invite people into that. Most of 
my coworkers like to do things after work and so do I, so I invite them to do 
stuff after work. Most people like home cooked meals and I can kind of cook 
and enjoy hosting so I invite people over.  Most internationals are looking for 
someone to just be their friend, so put yourself in situations where you can 
meet them and then invite them to something you are already doing. I think if 
you are intentional and bold to invite people to do things it will blow people 
away and show that you are a light. ”                                                              -Philip Van Cleve 

 

 



So now, as we break into group, let's discuss this:  how can you be 

intentional and make space for others in true friendship?  (by welcoming 

in grace those who are not like us and sharing in humility our authentic lives)  

 


