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Here are some practical descriptions and explanations of the qualifications for Elders (also 

called Pastors and Overseers) found in 1 Timothy 3:1-7, and Titus 1:5-9: 

(a) “Aspires to the office” indicates the elder expresses a confident calling of 
God to the office of elder and desires to carry out the responsibilities of an 
elder, rather than simply desiring a “position.”  

(b) “Above reproach” means that the elder has a “sustained reputation for 
blamelessness,” one against whom no serious criticism can be made. 

(c) “Husband of one wife” literally means “a one woman man.” In a day of 
rampant infidelity, the elder sets the standard of faithfulness and purity in 
marriage. No issue in the elder’s marriage should cast doubts about his 
fidelity. 

(d) “Sober-Minded” implies the elder guards against intoxication while also 
maintaining mental alertness and spiritual vigilance in daily life.  

(e) “Self-controlled” implies that the elder is a man who has his passions bridled, 
with the more general meaning of “strength that is under control.” He has 
the moral strength to curb or master himself by the transformative and 
powerful working of the Holy Spirit 

(f) “Respectable” refers to inner moral excellency and outward orderly 
behavior 

(g) “Hospitable” literally means the “lover of strangers.” He is desirous and ready 
to use his life and home to minister to others.  

(h) “Able to teach” does not necessarily mean the elder has the spiritual gift of 
teaching, but it does mean he is well-versed in God’s Word and is able to 
instruct others in the church from the Word.  

(i) “Not addicted to wine” is a phrase that literally means “one who does not sit 
long at his wine.” This would also apply to any substance that would be 
harmful if taken too freely. This also carries the idea of being watchful and 
vigilant, so that no indulgence would lessen the elder’s Christian 
watchfulness or soil his character.  

(j) “Not violent” means that he is not a bully, he is “not given to blows or 
violence.” It implies that the elder is “disinclined to fight.”   
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(k) “Gentle” does not imply weakness, but a kind, yielding, forbearing spirit 
(l) “Not quarrelsome” refers to one who does not have a disputatious or 

quarrelsome spirit. The elder has a peace-making rather than fractious or 
trouble-making spirit. 

(m)  “Not a lover of money” means that an elder cannot be consumed with 
material wealth and/or possessions.  

(n) “Manages his own household well” means that the elder “stands before his 
household as a leader and as an example.” He demonstrates his ability to 
manage the church by the way he manages his own family.  

(o) “With all dignity keeping his children submissive” refers to the elder, who has 
children, being one who instructs his own children in the faith so that his 
teaching has full credibility with his own children.  

(p) “Not a new convert” literally means “not one who is newly planted.” The 
elder must be one who has had adequate time to mature in his faith so that 
the weightiness and prominence of his responsibilities will not produce pride, 
which is one of the devil’s traps.  

(q) “Well thought of by outsiders” implies that the elder’s life is exemplary to the 
non-Christian as well as the Christian. 

(r) “Not open to the charge of insubordination” means that the elder does not 
seek to “please himself.” This is the opposite of one who asserts his own rights 
and refuses to listen to others.  

(s) ”Not quick-tempered” means one who does not suddenly blaze in anger. It 
implies that the elder is one who does not “fly off the handle” or have a 
“short fuse.”  

(t) “Not greedy for gain” refers to one who refuses to make a profit by shameful 
or disgraceful ways 

(u) “Lover of good” means that he devotes his life to what is best and 
wholesome 

(v) “Upright”  is a word which refers to personal righteousness. The elder must be 
“just,” implying that he performs his duty toward man. 

  

(x) “Disciplined” refers to the elder’s personal holiness, implying that he lives  
a devout life “separated unto God” 

(w) “Holding firm to the trustworthy word as taught” implies that an elder must 
be stable in his faith and faithful to teach and obey to the Word in every 
way. 

(m) “Not a lover of money” means that an elder cannot be consumed with 
material wealth and/or possessions 


