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ICC’s Understanding of Biblical Giving: A Vision for Joyful Generosity  
 
We believe all members of Island Community Church should give financially to the Lord 
through our local church so that God may be glorified, people may be helped, and our 
church’s gospel vision and ministry needs may be met. 
 
Jesus teaches that there is a fundamental connection between a person’s spiritual life 
and his attitudes and actions concerning money and possessions. Therefore, we 
believe every Christ-follower should contribute out of their own means joyfully, 
regularly, systematically, proportionately, and generously for the advancement of 
God’s kingdom on earth.  
 
We know the true size of any financial gift is difficult to measure by human eyes. God 
looks upon every financial gift with an understanding of the true size of that gift and the 
heart of the giver. Therefore, we exhort our church to give as generously as able, 
with hearts of gratitude, trust, obedience, and motivation for kingdom impact.  
 
We celebrate everyone who gives anything financial to the Lord through their local 
church from their heart. At the same time, we are committed to helping our church 
members grow toward greater degrees and blessings of financial generosity. This 
growth is transformative, from the inside out. As God brings radical change in our 
hearts, He brings radical change into our lives, including our financial priorities 
and practices.  
 
We affirm the tithe, as taught throughout the Scripture and affirmed by Jesus (Matthew 
23:23). It was practiced before the law was given and was not specifically rescinded in 
the New Testament. The tithe is the biblical cornerstone of giving. The tithe is a choice 
to recognize the first 10% of everything that God provides to us financially as 
holy unto Him and reserved for Him (Leviticus 27:30). The tithe is voluntarily given 
to our local church without designation, trusting God and congregational leaders with its 
use (Malachi 3:8-10, Acts 2). The discipline of offering a financial tithe is a gift in our 
lives, helping us put God first in our hearts and with our resources (Proverbs 3:9). It is a 
way of saying, “We give of our first and best to you, Lord, because we recognize all 
good comes from you.” Choosing to participate in the tithe and give sacrificially is 
a mark of faithfulness and discipleship toward greater degrees of Christlikeness 
and our commitment to the local church. 
 
While the tithe is the biblical cornerstone of giving, it is only the beginning of a much 
larger opportunity for blessing, growth, and impact. Galatians 3:24 says that the law was 
given as a tutor to lead us toward Christ. Therefore, the tithe is a way to get us 
started on the path of Christian generosity. It is the floor, not the ceiling; the 
starting blocks, not the finish line; a beginning point, not the end. 
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The teaching and pattern of the New Testament point us toward a mindset of maximum 
opportunity for giving, not a mindset of minimum requirement of giving. With hearts set 
on the generosity of Jesus and the true needs of others, the question is not: “How little 
can I give so I can keep more for myself?” but rather “How little can I keep so I can give 
more away?” Similar to the pattern of free will offerings in the Old Testament, followers 
of Jesus are encouraged to give as much as personally able and maximally possible for 
the joyful opportunity of blessing, both given and received. We should joyfully find ways 
to go beyond the tithe to display gratitude for God’s grace, trust in His promises, show 
love for others, and invest in the things that matter most for all eternity. This is the best 
appeal toward generosity, and should be the primary focus of our hearts & discipleship.  
 
To this end - a church family committed to growing, joyful, gospel-centered generosity - 
we disciple and pray! The following statements reflect our hearts as we give:  
 
We are amazed by the generosity of Jesus. The Bible proclaims to us: “Jesus Christ, 
that though he was rich, yet for your sake became poor, so that you by his poverty 
might become rich” (2 Cor. 8:9). His generous grace in our lives brings deep satisfaction 
to our hearts and defines every aspect of what we do.  
  
We are desirous to live with thankful dependence on God and stewardship of the 
resources He has given to us. The Bible reminds us: “all things come from you, and of 
your own we have given you” (1 Chron. 29:14). It is important for us to remember that 
He is the rightful owner of all we have, not us. We will honor the Lord with our wealth 
(Prov.3:9). We are designed in God’s own image, thus we believe that our life should be 
defined by the same two words that defined the life of Jesus: worship and generosity. 
We are able to freely give just as we freely received the greatest gift of all from Jesus.  
  
We are confident in God’s promises and provision to take care of all of our needs 
as we seek Him. We do not worry about what we will eat, drink, or wear because of 
God’s promise that these will be provided as we first seek the kingdom of God (Matt. 
6:31-33). We will set our hopes on God, rather than the uncertainty of riches. We 
believe that money is a wonderful servant but a terrible master. Someday we will give 
an account to God for what we have done with the gifts he has given to us. “If then you 
have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches?” 
(Luke 16:11). We will be rich in good works, generous and ready to share, storing up 
treasure for ourselves in heaven (1 Tim. 6:17-19). 
  
We are motivated to see our resources used to impact our world for the glory of 
God. Money is a resource to be managed for the purposes of God, not a treasure to be 
hoarded or wasted. The Bible tells us that “the plans of the diligent lead surely to 
abundance” (Prov. 21:5). We believe in creating margin, both in our lives and in our 
finances, so that we are prepared to give when God presents opportunities to use our 
resources in a way that glorifies Him and brings others into His kingdom. Christians 
should be marked by wise and generous care for the poor and oppressed (Ps. 82:3-4). 
Our desire to have should never surpass our desire to give. Our passion is to realize 
increasing opportunities to give generously as God has given to us!  


