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Kingdom Come: Sermon Review Guide

Choice of God: Seeking His Heart

1 SAMUEL 16

5/2/2021

MAIN POINT

God looks on the heart, not outward appearances. With others and ourselves, we should too.

CATCHING UP

Spend some time simply hanging out, catching up, and sharing about what's going on in your
lives. Remember that groups are a place to practice and apply what is taught in community with
God and one another.

What are some ways in our culture that we tend to focus more on outward
appearances than the heart? How might this not be a good way to evaluate a person?

UNDERSTANDING
READ 1 SAMUEL 16:1-13

What stands out to you in this story? What does it teach you?

In this story, as well as many other places in Scripture (Jeremiah 17:10, 2 Chronicles 16:9), we
see that God looks at the heart, AKA the inner person. Even Jesus did not have a desirable
outward appearance. Though rejected by men (Isaiah 53:2-3), He was chosen by God (1
Peter 2:4). Therefore, we should seek to view all people in this same way.

Can you share a story when you were judged wrongly or wrongly judged someone
else by appearance?
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Can you share a time when someone’s heart turned out to be different than assumed
based on their appearance?

RESPONSE & APPLICATION

On Sunday, we talked about two different areas of application: with others and ourselves.

1. With Others: Look at the heart, not appearances. (John 7:24, James 2:1-5)
2. With Ourselves: Live for God's approval, not man's. (Luke 16:15, 2 Timothy 3:5)

Are you able to identify the biases you have towards certain people? Share honestly.
Then, share how you can repent and ask God to show you their hearts instead.

How do you need encouragement and prayer in the tension of seeking the approval
of God rather than other people?

PRAYER

Use Acts 1:24 as a starting point to pray for God's perspective on both yourself and others - "You,
Lord, who know the hearts of all", help us to see beyond the surface and show us what is in both
our own hearts and the hearts of others.


