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LEADER NOTES: 
 
THIS WEEK: 
ð PREPARATION FOR THIS WEEK: 

• Do the homework and choose questions best suited to your group. 
• Listen to the Audio Guide for more discussion suggestions & thoughts 
• Set up your ZOOM meeting and send the link to your group. 

ð CHURCH CENTER APP: 
• Have you tried using the app yet for submitting your attendance and 

communicating with your group?  
• Search for “CHURCH CENTER” in your Apple and Android app stores. 
• In the APP you can also keep your own contact information up-to-date! 

 
LEADER ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
ð PICTURES! 

• Post your ZOOM meeting shots!! We want to see those too! 
• Remember the #hashtag challenge – posting your pictures on either Facebook 

or Instagram using #GatewayLifeGroups – to enter your group to win a prize 
of $300! (possibly for a skipthedishes order for a social in April!)   

ð FEEDBACK FORMS! 
• During our last two weeks of Life Groups this semester, we will be inviting the 

members of your groups to let us know about their time and experience in this 
season of Life Groups!  

• This is the FORM LINK -> RIGHT HERE <-  
ð ATTENDANCE: 

• Keep recording your attendance – if your events are cancelled – please cancel 
them off.  If you meet over ZOOM – please record attendance as you normally 
would. 

 
LEADER INFORMATION: 
ð WEEKLY LEADER TRAINING: 

• While there are not any more documents that we’re inviting you to read, 
consider for this week’s topic of the Doctrine of Election, to read Romans 8-9.  
They are two stunning chapters where Paul is helping us understand how we 
fit into God’s plan of salvation!  

• 8:31 “…if God is for us, who can be against us?” 
• 8:39 “…nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 

love of God …” 
• 9:5 “…but the children of the promise are counted as offspring…” 
• 9:16 “…it depends not on human exertion, but on God, who has mercy…” 

 
 
 

 
DISCUSSION REMINDER: We’ll now be in our seventh week of meeting in digital ways.  
In order to work around the potential fatigue of the platform for meeting, continue to 
use these opening questions to get your conversation started, and to begin on a very 
positive and encouraging note! It’s okay if your group is spending a lot of time with 
these opening questions! Remember that we are here to cultivate meaningful 
relationships. 
 
1) Spring is in the air!  What are you most excited for in this next season to come? 
DISCUSSION TIP: Use this opening question to get your group talking as you’re all 
getting settled into your ZOOM meeting, as it’s a very low-risk way to get full 
engagement from all people.  Go around the ‘room’ specifically inviting your members 
to respond.    
 
  
2) We have been facing the pandemic now for a year.  What is one thing that you have 
learned about yourself in this past year? 
LEADER NOTE: We have all been forced to alter and adapt our patterns in ways in which 
we have never done so before.  As we have navigated these challenges, we most 
certainly learned a little something about ourselves.  Ask the question to your group, 
and allow individuals to share what they have discovered.  Be gracious for their 
responses! 
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: These two questions have your group reflecting back upon last Sunday’s 
message. 
 
1) Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything that 
particularly caught your attention, challenged, or confused you?    
LEADER NOTE: This is where you can find the opportunity to invite your members to be 
following along with the messages, with the sermon outlines that we provide.  They are 
great tools to help listeners engage with what they are hearing!  Lead by example! If 
your members are still unsure about where to find the resource, show them! 
 
 
 
2) Of the five “IS & ISN’T’s” of your adoption that Pastor Justin talked about, which 
one stood out to the most? Why? 
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LEADER NOTE: These are three questions that we ask each week, and have us look at 
each passage we study through the same lens.    
 
READ Deuteronomy 7:6-11 
1) GOD - What does this passage say about the character of God?  
   
 
2) THE WORLD - What does this passage say about fallen humanity?  
  
 
3) ME - Where does this passage specifically expose sin or unbelief in my own life? How 
does it specifically call me to change my thinking, redirect my affections, replace my 
behaviors, and trust my Savior?  
 
 

 
1) READ Deuteronomy 7:6-7. There is nothing that the Israelites or us have done to 
receive God’s care and love, yet He still loved and cared for the Israelites despite their 
sin.  The same is true for us!  How does that affect you? 
 
LEADERS NOTE: If there is one thing that the Doctrine of Election teaches us is this firm 
truth: that there is nothing that we can do to make God love us more, and also, there 
is nothing that we can do to make God love us less.  Paul writes in Romans 8:38-39 a 
fairly well known passage that emphasizes this point that there is nothing in all of 
creation that will pull the Lord’s love away from us.  Paul earlier writes in Romans 5:8 
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  Picture this – while Jesus was on the 
cross, He was fully aware of the sins that we committed, are committing, and will 
commit – and yet, He still died for us.  Consider also the words of the song, “When I 
Survey the Wondrous Cross.”   

 
When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died 
My richest gain I count but loss 
And pour contempt on all my pride 
 
Where every realm of nature mine 
My gift was still be far too small 
Love so amazing, so divine 
Demands my soul, my life, my all 

 
DISCUSSION NOTE: Lead your group to a place of praise and gratitude that this is the 
love that we all have the opportunity to experience and live into! 
 
 

• READ Matthew 3:16-17, John 1:9-12.  What does it mean for you now to be 
called a “child of God”? 

 
LEADERS NOTE: Matthew presents to us an amazing visual of Jesus’ baptism where the 
heavens opened up, and we hear God’s voice, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased.”  As Matthew records in his gospel narrative, he shows us that Jesus has 
not done anything in His earthly ministry up until this point, other than being baptised.  
Then, John records in his short nativity account that because of Jesus’ coming, that all 
who believe in Him, “he gave the right to become children of God.”  We can make the 
connection between the two verses, that God looks quite favourably upon His children 
– who have not done anything for the Kingdom yet –  and is well pleased with us, 
because when He sees us, He sees His Son, Jesus Christ, upon the cross taking the 
punishment for our sins.  But that all does not mean that we can sit on our hands, and 
let nature take its course in the world.  Our response to this gift of love, is our obedience 
to His commands, and a desire to honor and glorify Him!   
 
ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS: 

• Does God have any grandkids? 
 
LEADERS NOTE: take a moment to realize that no where in the bible does it talk about 
God’s Grandchildren – God has no grandkids! – we are all His children.  Our 
grandparents, our parents, us, and our children, are all on the same generational line 
in our faith!  
 
 
 
2) READ Deuteronomy 7:6, Genesis 12:1-3.  “Out of all the peoples” on earth at the 
time, God chose the Israelites.  God told Abraham that they were being chosen so that 
“all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” Why do you think that this redemptive 
plan started with just the one nation? 
  
LEADER NOTE: In Genesis we see God speaking to Abraham, telling him that he will be 
the father of many nations, and that all peoples of the earth will be blessed through 
him and his lineage – but this plan started out with only a single nation.  A super 
interesting passage to pair with this part of the study is Deuteronomy 9:4-6, where 
Moses outlines for the Israelites that the surrounding nations were not chosen because 
of their wickedness.  Moses is clear however, telling the Israelites that this isn’t the time 
for them to get full of themselves either, because God wasn’t selecting them because 
they were special or worthy or righteous in any way.  If anything, they had the same 
proclivities to wickedness as the Canaanites!  This redemptive plan started with one 
nation because God needed to start paving the way for His Son’s birth, and it needed 
to happen within a nation that would be ready to receive such a gift, and He chose the 
Israelites to do so.  But first, the other wicked nations would need to be removed, so 
that they would not further distract or sully the Israelites own journeys of faith.   
 
 
 

GOD’S STORY - TRIADS 

DIGGING DEEPER 



• READ John 21:20-22.  Jesus had just told Peter that he would die for the cause 
of God’s Kingdom and Peter expresses concern about John, “what about this 
man?”  How does Jesus’ reply challenge us and our mission? 

  
LEADER NOTE: Reading the Deuteronomy 9:4-6 passage may cause us to wonder a little 
bit more about God’s intentions when He didn’t choose one of the other wicked 
nations, and that’s ok – we’re human, and we’re naturally concerned for others.  
However, in this passage from John, we receive clear instruction that we are 
responsible for our own actions and journey of faith, and the Israelite’s are responsible 
have for the same.  Additionally, Paul highlights God saying “I will have mercy on whom 
I have mercy” in Romans 9:15. Back to John, Peter had just been told that he is the one 
to feed God’s lambs, three times over, and was also told that he would die as a result 
of doing just that.  Peter was left with a firm and clear instruction from Jesus to “follow 
Me.” Peter then carries on the conversation, wondering about those who might deny 
or betray Jesus, Peter points to John, and asked Jesus about him and how he might die 
while serving.  Jesus’ reply is pointed, “what is that to you? You follow Me.”  Jesus is 
stressing the missional fact that His followers need to be certain and clear in who they 
love and in who they are following.  Peter’s concern for John can only be something 
useful, if he himself is following Jesus closely.  For Christians now, the same is true – 
that we will not be effective in God’s mission, if we are not truly seeking Him first.   
 
 
 
 
 
3. READ Deuteronomy 7:9, Matthew 4:18-19, 28:18-20. The Israelites were adopted by 
God for His purpose of growing His kingdom on earth, which was further initiated by 
the coming of Jesus Christ, who came and called the 12 Disciples to be “fishers of men.” 
Now, we are called to do the same.  Why is it so challenging for us to fulfill this mission? 
  
LEADER NOTE: The Doctrine of Election leaves us with the firm understanding that we 
have been called with a missional purpose.  Christians are to be evangelists and   
missionaries.  There is simply no escaping or denying that calling.  However, Christians 
feel hesitant to share their faith with others for a whole variety of reasons: Fear of 
failure, not knowing the right answers, not wanting to offend or push people away, etc.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• READ Deuteronomy 31:7-8, Acts 1:6-8.  Moses, Joshua, and the Disciples were 
all told that God would go ahead of them while on their mission.  What does 
this mean for you? 

  
  
LEADER NOTE: As we have been given the mission to share the gospel message with 
the entire world, the Lord does not leave us ill-equipped.  As the Lord told Moses and 
Joshua at the end of Deuteronomy, and as He shared with the Disciples ahead of 
Pentecost, that He will be with those who serve Him.   
 
DISCUSSION TIP: A few weeks ago we looked at John 14:23-26, where Jesus promised 
the Holy Spirits presence and work in the lives of those who follow Him.  Perhaps at this 
point, if you are able, bring up that discussion.  The question was: “Jesus promises that 
the Holy Spirit will be our primary aid in hearing God’s voice.  How does He do that?” 
This question can go a similar direction, except with a slight difference as now we are 
being asked about what Spirit’s activity means for us – and less about how it happens. 
  
LEADER NOTE: The reality is that Spirit, in His nature, provides comfort and support, 
helping you recall all that you learnt and are learning.  This means, that as you go into 
the world as evangelists and missionaries, that the Lord goes ahead of you, giving you 
the words, the scripture references, the stories, the related points, the compassion and 
the love!  We should be able to go into this world with confidence knowing that the 
Lord, by His Spirit, will lead the way! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
READ Ephesians 2:19-20, Jeremiah 29:7.  Paul implies that while we are not strangers 
in Christ’s kingdom, we are still foreigners in the world.  Jeremiah writes to the Israelites 
who were held captive in Babylon to “seek the welfare” of the city where they lived.  
How does this understanding help shape your own purpose in this life?  
  
LEADER NOTE: Paring these two passages together in this discussion around the 
Doctrine of Election is super intriguing.  Paul tells us in Ephesians, that in God’s 
kingdom, that we are “no longer strangers and aliens.”  However, while still on earth, 
we may feel more like those strangers and aliens – perhaps how the Israelites felt as 
they were in Babylonian captivity.  Jeremiah is writes to the nation of Israel, who are 
going to be held captive for quite some time.  He tells them to get comfortable, and to 
get used to their new patterns – and more so, he tells them to be concerned for their 
captors, to seek out their welfare, to contribute, positively, to the livelihood of the 
Babylonians!  For us now, while our earthly citizenship is likely Canadian, our heavenly 
citizenship means more.  It’s our calling, as strangers in the land that we are in, to seek 
the welfare of our neighbors.  To seek the opportunity, the contribute, positively, to 
their livelihoods!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CLOSE YOUR MEETING: Invite your members into a time of prayer, chatting through 
your on-going prayer needs, updating each other on where things are at! Be sure to in 
the midst of this, to offer prayers of gratitude & thanksgiving! 
 
LEADER NOTE: Remember to consider some new strategies for prayer. If the “around 
the room” model hasn’t worked well, consider “breakouts” (male/female or mixed 
groups of 3-4).  
 
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: We went a different direction again this week – and are encourage you 
as a Life Group to look for ways to support and encourage each through our 30 Days of 
prayer – see next section below. 
 

 
Have you developed any lasting relationships with those on your list through these 30 
days?  
 
 
 
 
What changes have you felt in your heart over these last 30 days of prayer? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SERVE PROJECT: Have you planned your serve project yet? Head over to the 
lifegroups/serve page for all the ways in which you can serve with your group! 
 
PICTURES: We are looking for pictures – from your meetings, upcoming serve projects, 
or socials!  We want to put together a highlight video to be shown to our church after 
this Life Group semester wraps up. Please email them directly to pastor Adam – 
adam@gatewaycrc.org.  
 
HASHTAG CHALLENGE: Be sure to encourage your group to use the 
#GatewayLifeGroups hashtag on Facebook and Instagram. Remember that there is 
going to be a $300 gift card draw at the end of the semester. [One COVID tip – try to 
inspire the public sharing of photos that follow covid-19 protocols. Optics & perception 
play a role]  
 
 
 

TAKING IT HOME ADDITIONAL SELF STUDY (Optional Personal Reflection Questions) 

SUPPORTING EACH-OTHER THROUGH THIS INITIATIVE 

GROUP ANNOUNCEMENTS 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERMON SERIES: “MOSES: Following God into the Unknown”                         Dr. Justin Carruthers 
MESSAGE TITLE: “The Four Questions We All Ask”                      Gateway Community CRC 
BIBLE TEXT: Deuteronomy 6:4-9, 16-25                                                            March 7, 2021 

  
 

“Chosen and Secure” 
	 

THE “IS” & “ISN’TS” OF YOUR ADOPTION: 
  

1. Is not ____RANDOM_________, but planned in _____ADVANCE__________ 

Ephesians 1:4, 2 Timothy 1:9, John 15:16, John 6:44, Acts 13:48 

   

2. Produces a deep ___HUMILITY_____________, not ____PRIDE________ 

  

3. Is there to ___COMFORT____ you, not to determine _WHO IS IN OR OUT__ 

  

4. Delivers deep __SECURITY_________, not an ___INSECURITY______ 

Mark 10:45, 1 John 2:1-2 

   

5.    Inspires ___BOLDNESS FOR EVANGELISM______, not ____APATHY_____ 

Deuteronomy 29:29 

  

  

  

  

  
  
  

  


