
 
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTES: 
 
THIS WEEK: 
 PREPARATION FOR THIS WEEK: 

• Do the homework and choose questions best suited to your group: 
o Consider reaching out to the group (using the church center app!) for 

feedback on which questions to use. Encourage members to download the 
app too! [Find the CHURCH CENTER app in your Apple or Android App 
stores!] 

o Remember that it is never the goal to get through all of the questions – but 
to build relationships with all of your members and to get a chance to hear 
from each of them through out the gathering. 

• Listen to the Audio Guide/Podcast for more discussion suggestions. 
 

LEADER ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 PICTURES! 

• Remember that as you MEET, SERVE, and SOCIALIZE that we have our 
#hashtag challenge happening again this semester – and this time we will 
award the prize!  Post pictures to FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM with 
#gatewaylifegroups in your comments!  

• Be sure to follow both GATEWAY COMMUNITY CRC on both platforms! 
 

 SOCIALS: 

• Have you planned out a SOCIAL event where your group can simply just enjoy 
each other’s presence? Make it a games night, outdoor BBQ with the kids (I 
might have some supplies for you!), a walk in a park, a group bike ride, etc.  Get 
everyone’s minds together and plan something fun!  

 
 LIFE GROUP SERVE PROJECT: 

• Be sure to follow through with the instructions that Pastor Marcel gives you to 
finalize the details of your SERVE project! 
 

LEADER INFORMATION: 
 WEEKLY LEADER TRAINING: 

• Find the article “Leading a Missional Group” at the end of this guide. 
 ATTENDANCE: 

• Submit your group’s attendance online or in the Church Center App, or at: 
https://gatewaycrc.churchcenter.com/groups/life-groups. Be sure to submit 
your attendance right away after your meeting.  

• If you have missed filling in your attendance for past events – please go back 
and fill them in! If those events were cancelled, please indicate that by 
clicking on the “cancel event” button. 

 

 
LEADER NOTE: Because our vision of Life Groups is to being growing in MEANINGUL 
RELATIONSHIPS keep up the pattern of asking one of these simple and fun questions.  
But also, be careful of just how much time that they can take up.   
 
1) If you could trade places with anyone in the world, who would that be? Why?  
LEADER NOTE: This can be a question where you can go around the room and invite 
everyone to respond, but it does require some amount of thought.  Allow for some 
space, and invite someone (other than a leader) to start! 
  
 
2) What’s the most memorable lesson you learned from your parents? 
LEADER NOTE: This one may not work to have go around the room, but leave it open 
to your group to answer as they can.  If you have members who remain quiet, change 
up the question: 
 
RESTATED QUESTION:  

• How do you think your children/nephews/nieces would respond to the same 
question? 

 
  
 

 
LEADER NOTE: These are two questions that have your group reflecting back upon last 
Sunday’s message. 
 
1) Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything that 
particularly caught your attention, challenged, or confused you?    
LEADER NOTE: Be sure that you’re leading by example, refer to your own notes and 
thoughts that you have collected.  Help your members see the value in taking notes! 
 
 
 
2) In light of the tensions between races that exist in the world today, what are some 
examples of racism in the church today?  Why do you think that racism still exists?? 
LEADER NOTE: Pastor Bill offered us this question to think about how current events 
have played out in the news.  Think about how these events have impacted the church, 
and how the church has responded. 
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LEADER NOTE: This are three question that we ask each week, and have us look at each 
passage we study through the same lens.    
READ Ephesians 3:1-13 
1) GOD - What does this passage say about the character of God?  
   
 
2) THE WORLD - What does this passage say about fallen humanity?  
  
 
3) ME - Where does this passage specifically expose sin or unbelief in my own life? How 
does it specifically call me to change my thinking, redirect my affections, replace my 
behaviors, and trust my Savior?  
 
 

 
1) READ Ephesians 3:1-6.  This word ‘mystery’ in Greek means, “something that is 
beyond natural knowledge.” The implication is that understanding is only made possible 
through the Holy Spirit.  In your own words, what is the mystery that Paul is writing 
about? 
LEADERS NOTE: While the answers here may be somewhat obvious, as it is pretty clear 
in verse 6 that Paul is seeking unity in the church, so that it can be a place where 
everyone can find a place to belong.  However, at this point in our reading of this letter, 
this question may serve as a bit of a recap of what we have been talking about for the 
past 3 weeks.    
 
DISCUSSION TIP: In these kinds of discussions, there really is no wrong answer, allow 
your members to put into their own words what they are hearing in the text.   
 
ADDITIONAL QUESTION:  

• How does the deep theological discussions we have been having around 
election (week 1), depravity (week 2), and Christian unity (weeks 3 & 4) 
contribute to this mystery? 

 
 
 

• READ Acts 9:15-19, Colossians 1:26-27. Paul seems to be pretty clear in his 
mission, what are the barriers that he eventually faced? 

LEADER NOTE: Challenge your members to skim through the book of Acts, following 
chapter 9 and look for the times that he faced barriers – persecution, beatings, 
stoning’s, etc.   
 
ADDITIONAL QUESTION:  

• What are some of the barriers that we face now? 
 
 

• Why is it such a big deal that the Gentiles are now being welcomed into the 
family of God? Who is it that we need to welcome without hesitation?? 

LEADER NOTE: It is really more than a big deal, it is really quite significant and would 
have been a large uphill challenge for the Jews to really consider and grab hold of.  For 
your own purposes of preparation, think about how the Israelites lived for so many 
years being instructed to stay far away from the pagan (gentile) nations, for example 
look up Deuteronomy 7:1-8, 18:9-14, 23:3-6; Matthew 10:5-6, 15:21-28. 
 
ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS:  

• Why was it important for the Israelites to be separated from their surrounding 
nations? 

• How deep do you think the implications were of those laws and teachings 
within the Jewish community that would have heard about Paul’s writings? 

 
 
 
 
 
2) READ Ephesians 3:6, Romans 15:25-27.   Paul collected unexpected and surprising 
offerings from the Gentiles in Macedonia and Achaia for the poor Jews in Jerusalem.  
How does the Holy Spirit enable us to do things that are outside of our own abilities, 
expectations, or social customs? 
LEADER NOTE: Given that the Gentiles would have been aware of the Jews hostility 
towards them, this gift is surprising! So surely the Holy Spirit was operating behind the 
scenes to orchestrate such a blessing for the Jews in Jerusalem.   
 
ADDITIONAL QUESTION:  

• Have you ever been challenged by the Holy Spirit to give generously to 
someone that would have not expected it? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• What effect do you think these actions have upon those who feel marginalized, 
on the edges of society? 

LEADER NOTE: This question has you put your feet in the shoes (or sandals) of the 
others that gifts are collected for.  How might they receive these gifts? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOD’S STORY - TRIADS 

DIGGING DEEPER 



3) READ Ephesians 3:9-10, 1 Corinthians 12:14-19.   In this context, 
manifold means “many” or “various,” indicating that God’s wisdom is 
immense! Imagine God’s wisdom being distributed to us through an 
actual ‘manifold.’ How does this image help discern your role within 
the church? 
LEADER NOTE: Not everyone can receive all of God’s immense wisdom – so help your 
members picture how God might distribute His wisdom throughout all of His followers.  
Take the image a little further by inviting your member to consider that wisdom as gifts, 
talents, or abilities that we are to use in order to help our Christian brothers and sisters 
understand more fully the call for Christian unity.   
 
 
 

• What are some of your gifts and abilities that God might use to unveil this 
mystery? 

LEADER NOTE: Read further into 1 Corinthians 12 here, especially into verses 27-31.  
Take note of the gifts mentioned there.  Then ask this next additional question, then 
lead them to look at 1 Cor 13, the rather famous passage about love. 
 
ADDITIONAL QUESTION:  

• What is one gift that we all have in common that we all can use to be a part of 
this call to live in Christian unity? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
What might you need to change in your life as a result of the reading and discussing 
these passages and themes? 
LEADER NOTE: This is a great way to bring your conversation to a close and have your 
members leave with some sense of a call to action. 
 

CLOSE YOUR MEETING: Invite your members into a time of prayer, chatting through 
your on-going prayer needs, updating each other on where things are at! Be sure to in 
the midst of this, to offer prayers of gratitude & thanksgiving! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
LEADER NOTE: As you know, these questions are completely optional for participants’ 
personal reflection. 
 
1) READ Ephesians 3:2. Paul says that the grace he has received was “given to me, for 
you.”  Think back to Paul’s life, as Saul—the pharisee who persecuted the early church, 
but then in his transformation in Acts 9, he received the call to grow the church! In how 
you have received the same gift of grace, how have you extended that gift to the others 
in your life?? 

 

2) READ Ephesians 3:8, 1 Timothy 1:12-17.  It appears as though Paul has a pretty low 
view of himself, saying “I am the least” and “I am the worst.”  While the doctrine of 
total depravity affirms that we are completely broken and fully sinful beings, how does 
Paul’s life and writings show that we can live in Christ’s gift of freedom from the 
bondage of sin?? 

 

 

 
PICTURES: We are looking for pictures – from your meetings, upcoming serve projects, 
or socials!  We want to put together a highlight video to be shown to our church after 
this Life Group semester wraps up. Please email them directly to pastor Adam – 
adam@gatewaycrc.org.  
 
HASHTAG CHALLENGE: Be sure to encourage your group to use the 
#GatewayLifeGroups hashtag on Facebook and Instagram. Remember that there is 
going to be a $300 gift card draw at the end of the semester. [One COVID tip – try to 
inspire the public sharing of photos that follow covid-19 protocols. Optics & perception 
play a role]  
 

 

TAKING IT HOME 

ADDITIONAL SELF STUDY (Optional Personal Reflection Questions) 

GROUP ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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“GOD’S POWER THROUGH ME” 
  
PAUL IS CONCERNED ABOUT “GOD’S CAPACITY TO MAKE SOMETHING HAPPEN THROUGH ME”  
  
• Power has to do with capacity and the ability to make something happen 
  

• Three ways in which Paul describes himself: 
 1. a prisoner of Christ 

 2. a servant 

 3. less than the least of all the Lord’s people 

  

• “It is not about me and it is not even about you, it is about God’s capacity in the world.”  
  
  

PAUL FOCUSES ON GOD’S POWER TO REVEAL THE MYSTERY 
  
• Our idea of mystery is generally something that is puzzling, dark, obscure, an issue we need to solve like: “who did it”? 
  

• But for eastern people the idea of mystery is really the idea of division. Not who did it but what is the inside story? 
  
  

GOD IS MAKING KNOWN TO THE WORLD THAT HE IS CREATING A NEW COMMUNITY  
  
• Conquer sin and its enslavement 

  

• Provide reconciliation with God and others 

  

• Bring forth the Kingdom of God creating a new community, a new society, which is multi coloured, multi layered, multi ethnic, 

and it is known as the church 

  

  

 
  

  
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
LEADING A MISSIONAL GROUP 

Fall 2020 Semester | WEEK #4 

 
At Gateway, we desire our Life Groups to be both relational and transformational. We want people within them to 
experience community and to be discipled – to be transformed into the image of Christ.  But that’s not all. We also want 
them to be missional! Jesus came to earth with a mission – to reconcile us to God. He did that in part by caring about the 
spiritual and physical needs of the people He encountered. 
 
Whether it was comforting and challenging the woman at the well, feeding the 5,000, or healing the blind, Jesus met the 
tangible needs that were right in front of Him. In a parable in Matthew 25, Jesus declared: 
 
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom 
prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you 

gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and 
you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.” 

 
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to 
drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in 

prison and go to visit you?’ 
 

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for 
me.’ (Matthew 25:34-40) 

 
Jesus didn’t tell us to write a check.  He told us to get involved in the grit and grime of people’s daily lives. We’re called to 
invite the poor wanderer into our homes, not to keep them at arm’s length and serve them “out there.” We’re called to 
invite others into our lives and enter into theirs. 
 
So, what does this mean for Life Groups? Is it just another thing to add to our busy schedules? Ultimately, this is not about 
a service project once a month – it’s about living missionally. It’s a lifestyle of intentionally loving those around us and 
helping them know who Jesus is through our actions. Our vocational calling is to be on mission every day. 
 
Discipling others and having influence in their lives gives us the responsibility to help them understand the mission Jesus 
calls us to. They need to catch the vision to love and serve others.  
 
So, while living missionally isn’t about just doing a service project, 
practically speaking it may very well begin there. Often service 
projects can open your group members’ eyes to needs they’ve 
never seen before, enabling them to enter into others’ lives in 
new ways. 
 
In terms of first steps, this likely means having your group 
participate in one of our ‘Service’ projects and then going from 
there.   
 
Ask yourself: What is Christ calling you to do considering the 
passions you have and the people He’s called you to and placed 
around you? And how can you get your group involved in that? 
 

Some Things to Consider: 
 

• What are some experiences you’ve had with 
living missionally –loving and serving others –as 
an individual? 

• What are some experiences you’ve had with 
living missionally as part of a group? 

• Where do you personally feel called to serve?  

• Are there ways your group can come alongside 
you in that? 

• Brainstorm: What are some ways our groups 
can be missional? 

 


