
 

 
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTES: 
 
THIS WEEK: 
ð PREPARATION FOR THIS WEEK: 

• Do the homework and choose questions best suited to your group. 
• Listen to the Audio Guide for more discussion suggestions & thoughts 
• Set up your ZOOM meeting and send the link to your group. 

ð WINTER 2021 TIPS: 
• ZOOM: 

o It has been really encouraging to see that a majority of our groups are using 
this medium! While we understand it’s not the best, it certainly is allowing 
us to be in community! Keep up the good leadership everyone! 

• STAY IN TOUCH: 
o How are the members of your group doing? Do you get a real sense of their 

lives over zoom? Likely not as good as you’d like to.  As we get further into 
our semester, send check-in emails or texts to your members.  You may 
find that they’ll respond differently when more private. 

• CHURCH CENTER APP: 
o Have you tried using the app yet for submitting your attendance and 

communicating with your group?  
o Search for “CHURCH CENTER” in your Apple and Android app stores. 

 
LEADER ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
ð PICTURES! 

• Post your ZOOM meeting shots!! We want to see those too! 
• Remember the #hashtag challenge – posting your pictures on either Facebook 

or Instagram using #GatewayLifeGroups – to enter your group to win a prize 
of $300! (possibly for a skipthedishes order for a social in April!)   

ð SERVE PROJECTS: 
• The website gatewaycrc.org/lifegroups/serve has been updated again with a 

few more options! Be sure to pick a project soon! 
• We now have options for LIFE RECOVERY (home and store), FOODBANK, 

ABBOTSFORD CITY, CYRUS CENTER, & TEEN CHALLENGE. 
ð ATTENDANCE: 

• Keep recording your attendance – if your events are cancelled – please cancel 
them off.  If you meet over ZOOM – please record attendance as you normally 
would. 

 
LEADER INFORMATION: 
ð WEEKLY LEADER TRAINING: 

• “Leading a Missional Group” 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: As we are still in the beginning stages of our Life Group semester, keep 
on enjoying these simple and fun opening questions.  As you use them, your members 
will continually get used to the patterns of ZOOM.   Remember, these are both very low 
risk, and can be used to invite all voices on the screen to be heard.  Invite your all 
members to respond – but in ZOOM, be sure to invite them each by name.   
 
1) Who was your best friend in elementary school? What was your favorite activity to 
do together? Are you still in touch with them? 
DISCUSSION TIP: Use this question to open up your group time and invite every voice 
in the group to share! Be sure as you lead your groups over ZOOM, that you guide the 
conversation from person to person.  
  
 
2) Do you have memory of any last words from loved ones? Why are they memorable? 
(actual last words, or ones you heard yourself…) 
LEADER NOTE: As we are entering our next sermon series, MOSES: Following God into 
the Unknown, we are going to spend a lot of time hearing from Moses’ final words to 
the Israelite nation throughout the book of Deuteronomy.  Take this opportunity to 
listen to the final words from our loved ones that might have had an impact! We are 
not just talking about the individual’s final words, but the last conversation we had with 
them.  Ask this question, give it the above context, and invite your members to respond. 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: These two questions have your group reflecting back upon last Sunday’s 
message. 
 
1) Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything that 
particularly caught your attention, challenged, or confused you?    
LEADER NOTE: Leading by example, refer to your own notes and thoughts that you have 
collected.  Help your members see the value in taking notes! Consider asking questions 
like, “Hey Adam, what did you write down for that question?” Very low risk, and is a 
positive way to reinforce expectations.  
 
DISCUSSION TIP: Both “Getting to Know You” and “Quick Review” sections are the best 
times to utilize the “Go around the circle/ask everyone” and “Ask Directly” techniques. 
Lower risk questions to draw out your group members who are less likely to share. As 
a Facilitator, make room for their contributions. As they respond, be sure to say, 
“thanks for sharing, Adam! Sally, is there something you’d like to offer?” 
 
 
2) Last week, Pastor Justin said that “Israel wasn’t sorry for their sin.  They were sorry 
for the consequences.”  How did that hit you? 
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LEADER NOTE: These are three questions that we ask each week, and have us look at 
each passage we study through the same lens.    
 
READ Deuteronomy 1:26-36, 41-46 
1) GOD - What does this passage say about the character of God?  
   
 
2) THE WORLD - What does this passage say about fallen humanity?  
  
 
3) ME - Where does this passage specifically expose sin or unbelief in my own life? How 
does it specifically call me to change my thinking, redirect my affections, replace my 
behaviors, and trust my Savior?  
 
 
 

 
DISCUSSION REMINDER: Ahead of your meeting, be sure to go through the questions, 
and pick the ones you would really like to go through – knowing that it is never our goal 
that all groups go through all the questions all the time.  Remember our mission for our 
groups?  

-> meaningful relationships centered on God’s word and prayer <- 
 
1) READ Deuteronomy 1:27-28. The Israelites saying, “the Lord hates us,” is an 
astonishing statement.  As a group, remind yourselves of what God done for them up 
until now. 
*for personal preparation, look through these passages: 
Genesis 1:26, 8:20-22, 12:1-3, 22:8, 35:11-12, 47:23-25 
Exodus 1:7, 3:7-8, 7:2-3, 14:21-22, 16:35, 17:11 
  
LEADERS NOTE: The statement that the Israelites make is really pretty harsh 
considering that they have seen so much work of the Lord in their lives up until now.  It 
should be abundantly clear to them just how much the opposite is true.  The Lord loves 
them so much, that he’s provided everything for them.   
 
DISCUSSION TIP: This question, has your group travel a little of their history – if you 
have any new believers in your group, be sure to not assume they know these 
references or stories.  Remind yourselves of the stories and moments that Moses is also 
reminding them about.  The added references there in Genesis and Exodus are there to 
steer you through the first two books of the bible.  Do not feel that you have to read 
through all the texts as a group! 
 
 
 
 
 

• Even though Israel had witnessed countless miracles, here they still could not 
believe beyond what their eyes could see.  Why? Have you ever felt the same 
way?  

 
LEADER NOTE: You may need to remind your group that v.28 reflects back on the report 
from the spies who travelled into the promised land that was overwhelmingly negative.  
They only saw what caused them to be more terrified – they already felt that God 
abandoned them, so of course everything else would be scary.  So they only saw the 
stronger people, the fortified walls, and the giants. They failed to take note of God’s 
words that this land has been given to them.  Look up Deuteronomy 1:20, “… which the 
Lord God is giving us.”  It’s written as if it has happened!   
 
DISCUSSION TIP: This question then has your members look closely at their own lives, 
and see where they have acted the same.  As your members share, be sure to affirm 
their answers, do not discount anything that anyone shares.  Be grateful for their words, 
and say, “thanks Bill for sharing that.” 
 
ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS: 

• Are there any other stories in the Bible that you can think of that follow the 
same theme of people’s lack of trust in God? 

 
 
 
 
 
2) READ Deuteronomy 1:28-32 & 1 Samuel 17:25-26. In both accounts God declared His 
defeat over the Canaanites and Goliath long before the Israelites or David showed up.  
However, God includes His people in the act of the solution.  The Israelites needed to 
cross the river.  David needed to pick up the stones.  What do these stories teach us?  
  
LEADER NOTE: There are so many times throughout the bible that God could have 
simply done what He was going to do – without us.  Did he need Moses to raise his 
hands to part the water? Did he need Noah to build the ark? God invites you to partner 
with Him in His work and activity on earth. These stories highlight that God seeks our 
obedience, to do what He invites us to do, whether we are gripped y fear, don’t 
understand, or have limited resources.   
 
DISCUSSION TIP: This question may be a little more difficult for you group to answer 
on the spot, give a little space for your members to collect their thoughts, and if no one 
jumps in to answer, consider inviting one of your members who consistently has an 
answer to share.  Be gracious for their thoughts, then ask someone else who is a little 
quieter to share what they might be thinking.   
 
 
 
   

GOD’S STORY - TRIADS 

DIGGING DEEPER 



• How has the Lord carried you throughout this last year?  Where have you seen 
His hand of provision and care? 

  
LEADER NOTE: Like the Israelites needed help doing, we need to reflect on how God 
has carried us through hard times.  Use this question to draw out personal reflections 
from your members about how God has sustained and provided for them in this last 
troubling year.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. READ Deuteronomy 1:34-36. The actions of the Israelites left them facing certain 
punishment.  In the New Testament, Paul writes about acts of disobedience that leaves 
us “cut off,” but he also writes, that nothing will “be able to separate us from the Love 
of God.”  How do we wrestle with the different tone in Paul’s words in Romans 11:22 & 
8:38-39? 
  
LEADER NOTE: This question is one that you may need to provide a little more space 
for your members to consider and formulate their answers.  On the surface, these two 
statements from Paul in Romans 11 and 8 appear to be contradictory – that in one 
moment followers of God will be cut off and in the next moment they cannot be 
separated from the love of God.  These statements do not contradict each other, but 
that they both point to the sovereignty of God, that He is ultimately in control.    They 
also point to our ability to follow God, that they were are first and foremost prone to 
sin, and like the Israelites, we will face consequences for our disobedience.  But just 
because we need to endure punishment, it does not mean that God loves us any less.  
In fact, it may mean quite the opposite, that God loves us so much, that He needs to 
direct us back to Him, and sometimes that might take harsh measure.  Could you 
imagine having a god who doesn’t punish or who doesn’t direct? Could you imagine 
having a god who created us and simply let us do what we would do on our own terms? 
What kind of god would that be? Certainly not the God that we have!  The God that we 
have, while knowing our sinful nature send His son to the cross to endure the fullest 
punishment that we all deserve, so by the blood of that Lamb, we are washed clean, 
and freed from the bondage of sin!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
READ Deuteronomy 1:41-42 & Hebrews 12:11-13. The Israelites were now to face the 
consequences of their actions; as a sinful people, we regularly face the consequences 
of our sinful behaviors.  What are some of those consequences? How do the words of 
Hebrews 12 challenge you to face them?? 
  
LEADER NOTE: The Israelites now caught on that they were in trouble, and as Pastor 
Justin said, they weren’t sorry because they hurt or disobeyed God, they were sorry 
because they were scared of the punishment.  They continued to be a selfish people 
thinking only of how they have been affected, by their own actions.  Essentially, their 
response in Deut 1:41-42 was a too little, too late.    We have done similar things, and 
have tried in our own way to correct what we have wronged – all the while we face 
consequence for our actions.  Paying the bill from a speeding ticket.  Insurance 
increases because we backed up into that parked car.  Our children learning ‘new 
words’ and habits they don’t need to learn.  Missed opportunities to share what we 
have been blessed with because of our selfish nature.  Hebrews 12 challenges us to 
stand tall, and to face the consequences with humility and understanding – and to 
accept the challenge of growth and obedience through it all, and to do better next time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CLOSE YOUR MEETING: Invite your members into a time of prayer, chatting through 
your on-going prayer needs, updating each other on where things are at! Be sure to in 
the midst of this, to offer prayers of gratitude & thanksgiving! 
 
LEADER NOTE: Remember to consider some new strategies for prayer. If the “around 
the room” model hasn’t worked well, consider “breakouts” (male/female or mixed 
groups of 3-4).  
 

TAKING IT HOME 



 
LEADER NOTE: We went a different direction here this week – and are encourage you 
as a Life Group to look for ways to support and encourage each through our 30 Days of 
prayer – see next section below. 
 
 

 
Share with your Life Group who your four names are!  How do you know them? Why 
you have selected them? 
 
 
 
 
What are your fears and anxieties as you enter into these 30 days of prayer? 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SERVE PROJECT: Have you planned your serve project yet? Head over to the 
lifegroups/serve page for all the ways in which you can serve with your group! 
 
PICTURES: We are looking for pictures – from your meetings, upcoming serve projects, 
or socials!  We want to put together a highlight video to be shown to our church after 
this Life Group semester wraps up. Please email them directly to pastor Adam – 
adam@gatewaycrc.org.  
 
HASHTAG CHALLENGE: Be sure to encourage your group to use the 
#GatewayLifeGroups hashtag on Facebook and Instagram. Remember that there is 
going to be a $300 gift card draw at the end of the semester. [One COVID tip – try to 
inspire the public sharing of photos that follow covid-19 protocols. Optics & perception 
play a role]  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADDITIONAL SELF STUDY (Optional Personal Reflection Questions) 

SUPPORTING EACH-OTHER THROUGH THIS INITIATIVE 

GROUP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SERMON SERIES: “MOSES: Following God into the Unknown”                         Dr. Justin Carruthers 
MESSAGE TITLE: “Learning from your Parents’ Mistakes”                        Gateway Community CRC 
BIBLE TEXT: Deuteronomy 1:26-36; 41-46                                                     February 14, 2021 

  
 

“Learning from Your Parents’ Mistakes” 
  
Exodus 3:8; Numbers 14:2b-4, 10, 19, 20-23 

  
  
THE SYMPTOM 

· We ____HEDGE OUR BETS______________________ 

  
THE PROBLEM WITH THE HUMAN HEART 

· We ___DON’T TRUST GOD_______________________ 

  
THE RESULTS OF THE HUMAN CONDITION 

· ____IRRELIFION & REJECTION ____________ of God 

· ____RELIGION AND SELF-SERVING ACCEPTANCE________ of God 

  
THE SOLUTION 

· A new __HEART__________________  

  
  
  

  



  

LEADING A MISSIONAL GROUP 
Winter 2021 Semester | WEEK #4 

 
At Gateway, we desire our Life Groups to be both relational and 
transformational. We want people within them to experience community and to 
be discipled – to be transformed into the image of Christ.  But that’s not all. We 
also want them to be missional! Jesus came to earth with a mission – to reconcile 
us to God. He did that in part by caring about the spiritual and physical needs of 
the people He encountered. 
 
Whether it was comforting and challenging the woman at the well, feeding the 
5,000, or healing the blind, Jesus met the tangible needs that were right in front 
of Him. In a parable in Matthew 25, Jesus declared: 
 
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation 
of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I 

needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in 
prison and you came to visit me.” 

 
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and 
feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a 

stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see 
you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 

 
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of 

these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ (Matthew 25:34-40) 
 
Jesus didn’t tell us to write a cheque.  He told us to get involved in the grit and 
grime of people’s daily lives. We’re called to invite the poor wanderer into our 
homes, not to keep them at arm’s length and serve them “out there.” We’re 
called to invite others into our lives and enter into theirs. 
 

So, what does this mean for Life Groups? Is it just another thing to add to our 
busy schedules? Ultimately, this is not about a service project once a month – 
it’s about living missionally. It’s a lifestyle of intentionally loving those around us 
and helping them know who Jesus is through our actions. Our vocational calling 
is to be on mission every day. 
 
Discipling others and having influence in their lives gives us the responsibility to 
help them understand the mission Jesus calls us to. They need to catch the vision 
to love and serve others.  
 
So, while living 
missionally isn’t about 
just doing a service 
project, practically 
speaking it may very 
well begin there. 
Often service projects 
can open your group 
members’ eyes to 
needs they’ve never 
seen before, enabling 
them to enter into 
others’ lives in new 
ways. 
 
In terms of first steps, this likely means having your group participate in one of 
our ‘Service’ projects and then going from there.   
 
Ask yourself: What is Christ calling you to do considering the passions you have 
and the people He’s called you to and placed around you? And how can you get 
your group involved in that? 
 
 

Some Things to Consider: 
 
• What are some experiences you’ve had with 

living missionally –loving and serving others –as 
an individual? 

• What are some experiences you’ve had with 
living missionally as part of a group? 

• Where do you personally feel called to serve?  
• Are there ways your group can come alongside 

you in that? 
• Brainstorm: What are some ways our groups 

can be missional? 
 


