
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

THIS WEEK: 

 

 PREPARATION FOR YOUR FOURTH MEETING:  

 You’re in full swing now - WAY TO GO!!! 

 Have you brought up the covenant yet? If not, find it within the resources page of your group online (same place 
you get your attendance).  Read through the document with your group – so that everyone is up to speed on how 
your group will run for the rest of your semester! Invite your group to sign the covenant, signifying their 
commitment to the group.   

 
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
 ATTENDANCE: 

 Follow the link that comes to your email at the same time your group starts!! Keep up that habit – it’s super  
helpful.   
 

 SERVE PROJECTS: 

 Have you booked your serve site yet?? Select one from the list on the Serve Project page, and let me know how I 
can help set that up for you and your group. 
 

 PICTURES: 

 We’re always looking for pictures of your groups, while in discussion, gathered around tables, chatting in the 
kitchen, serving in the community! Invite your members to capture some of your activities and to share them with 
me!   

 
 ADAM’S AWAY FOR A BIT: 

 For the time frame of February 8-21, I will be travelling with the Philippines Missions team.  I ask that you all be in 
prayer for this team as we travel, and as we join the Lord’s work out there.  We’re joining a local pastor and his 
mission to a few local tribes.  It’s going to be amazing!  Here’s a few things to take note of during this time: 

 All material will be uploaded to the Leaders Tools page ahead of my departure.  So be sure to open up the right 
material for the right week.  In these Leaders Guide’s, there will be two omissions for the next two weeks, the 
question from the teaching pastor, as well as the note page filled in.  We’ll survive without those two 
elements here.    

 If you do need any assistance with your groups – please contact either: 
 Carol in the office – office@gatewaycrc.org – for organizational needs, or 
 Pastor Justin – justin@gatewaycrc.rg – for group concerns or needs. 

 I pray for a huge blessing upon all your activities, meetings, and serve projects!!  
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We always encourage you to start you your meeting off in a light-hearted way, that encourages all your members to start 
talking, and to be given the chance to be heard! What we do here in the opening moments of our group, sets the stage 
for the coming discussion.   
 
1) What currently is the image on your phone lock screen? Why is it that? 
LEADER NOTE: Most people have phones with large screens now that can be customized with pictures – many highlight 
pictures of their favorite people or favorite places – have fun sharing stories of either.  If you know that a majority of your 
members don’t have these kinds of phones – just skip this one! 
 
2) Which show do you remember most from your childhood? 
LEADER NOTE: Launch back to the decade where your members came of age, and enjoy reminiscing about what 
entertainment looked like then!  Did you know that the Flintstones, first aired on September 30, 1960?   
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

LEADER NOTE: These are two questions that have your group reflecting upon last Sunday’s message.  The first question 
will always be the same, and the second one is provided from our teaching pastor from the service. 
 
1) Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything that particularly caught your attention, 
challenged, or confused you?    
LEADER NOTE: Lead by example of taking notes during the message, and modelling the behavior of being prepared for 
your group time.  Encourage your members at this point to grab a sermon guide from the tables by the doors at the 
auditorium, or to print a copy off from the Livestream, Online Bulletin, page on the church website. 
 
2) This past weekend Pastor Justin talked about why the gospel was a stumbling block to the Jews and foolishness to the 
Gentiles. What are some of the main reasons today why your friends might not be ready to receive the gospel? 
LEADER NOTE: Take a moment to recall why these reasons were what they were.  For the Jews, they longed for the 
Messiah to come, and rid themselves of the Romans.  Their Messiah came, and He told them to walk the extra mile with 
the Romans.  Then later, He was crucified by them.  This was not the way it was supposed to turn out.  For the Gentiles, 
crucifixion was an unmentionable offense, and there’s no way that anyone with any respect would be executed in that 
shameless way.  Both people groups couldn’t see that God’s wisdom went far beyond their own.  The people we come 
into contact with, will have their reasons for not believing.  What are they? 
 
 

LEADER NOTE: These are three questions that we ask each week and have us look at each passage we study through the 
same lens.   Some groups go through each of the questions, and others have taken the opportunity to ask an overarching 
question with all three questions in mind, “What strikes you all together about this passage?” 
 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

QUICK REVIEW 

SCRIPTURE REVIEW 



READ 1 Corinthians 1:17-2:5 
1) What does this passage say about the character of God?  
 
2) What does this passage say about fallen humanity and the world we are in?  
 
3) Where does this passage specifically expose sin or unbelief in my own life? How does it specifically call me to change 
my thinking, redirect my affections, replace my behaviors, and trust my Savior?  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

1) READ 1 Corinthians 1:18. How does it sit with you that Paul writes, “for the word of the cross is foolishness to those who 
are perishing”?  What do you hear Paul saying? 
 
LEADER NOTE: Sometimes as we interact with scripture we only look at small snippets of text, and neglect to see the 
whole picture presented to us.  This is one of those texts that must be connected with the flow of thought.  This text, left 
on its own – will cause offense, as it implies that there are some who not only are foolish, but also who are perishing.  
There’s not just one offense here, but two!  No one likes to consider themselves foolish, and no one likes thinking about 
the process of dying.  Paul is calling us to attention, so that we won’t miss what he’s really getting at.   Paul’s heart for his 
audience is to fully grasp that all that they are able to do, in action and belief, is made possible only through the power of 
God.   
 
 
 
2) READ 1 Corinthians 1:21. Paul writes that people won’t be converted through wise words and strong arguments alone.  
What is it that actually causes conversion? 
 
LEADER NOTE: At the front end of this triplet of questions, the best possible answer to all three is God, or Jesus, or the 
Holy Spirit – or all three!!   Hand out gold stars to all who get it right!! But don’t stop the conversation there, press further 
and consider just how an intangible being – in God – could have that kind of impact in the lives of all humanity.  What 
does it take for someone to understand the inclining’s and nudges of the Spirit – how do they come to know that’s what is 
actually happening? How to they make sense of what they’re hearing?  As you chat about this, invite one of your 
members to read the text from Romans 10:14-15.  Paul tells us the answer in question form, “how can they hear without 
someone preaching to them?”  Look up also, Acts 8:30-31, where Peter caught up to the Ethiopian who asks, “How can I 
[understand] unless someone explains it to me?”  While we know that it is the Lord who causes conversion and the 
following growth, the Lord invites His people to play a role – like Paul, and Apollos, and Peter – to be the voice of 
invitation and instruction! 
 
 

 Think back to when you first understood your faith to be real.  Was it wise words and strong arguments – or 
something else that brought you to a point of belief? 

 
LEADER NOTE: This is a neat exercise for you and your group to share together.  Take a few moments to hear from each – 
as many who are willing – to share about the moments when they came to the understanding of God’s pull on their lives.  
Some may not be able to pin point a moment, but will point to a journey of experiencing God’s profound presence.  
Others will be able to give mention to an exact moment when the spiritual light bulb turned on for the first time.  As you 
all share, take note of the role of the Spirit, and the role of other people.   
 

 
 
 

DIGGING DEEPER 



 What then will cause conversion in the lives of the people you’re praying for? 
 
LEADER NOTE: Shift the conversation from yourselves and to those who your members are praying for – those names on 
our Pi2 lists.  We talk about how we pray for these people – that’s amazing – and a fantastic start.  One of the things we 
need to be praying for is moments where we get the chance to invest in those people.  What does investing look like?? 
Conversation over the fence. Showing up to their events. Lending tools when they ask.  Bringing a meal in a time of need, 
or even just for fun! We are the ways in which the Holy Spirit will work in the lives of others.  We are the ways in which 
God will cause conversion for those we’re praying for.   
 
There’s a side note here that we need to bring up.  Just because the Holy Spirit will use a person to cause conversion, 
doesn’t mean that said person will see that conversion.  Take a peak at where Paul goes in 1 Corinthians 3 – at verse 6, he 
writes, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.”  Paul shared the gospel message.  Apollos taught more 
about Christ-centered living.  But it was God who cause the growth.  See what’s happening? Do you see where you can be 
used by the Lord to cause change in the lives of others? Pray together with your group, that you all would be good 
stewards of the time that the Lord gives you, and awareness of the Spirit’s desire to work though you! 
 
 
 
3) READ 1 Corinthians 1:27-29. Three times Paul writes that “God chose…” and describes what God has done, pointing to 
His sovereignty and wisdom.  What examples from Scripture can you recall where God called people to do things that 
initially appeared foolish? 
 
LEADER NOTE: There’s something fascinating that Paul does in this portion of text that is super easy to miss, and you 
might say it’s one of the many examples of foolishness – that turned out to be an incredible act of God.  At v.28, Paul 
writes, “God chose what is low and despised in the world…” and in doing so, he’s retelling his audience of the birth and 
death of Jesus – that both moments appear foolish on the surface.  “What is low” – points to Jesus’ birth.  He’s God, who 
descended from His position in Heaven, to be born as a human, and in a stable, in the little town of Bethlehem.  Nothing 
about this birth pointed to nobility or notoriety – on any level.  Even those who first heard this news, were shepherds!  
“What is despised” points to His death.  His death was a shameful death.  It was illegal to crucify Roman citizens, and the 
executions would happen outside city limits – because they were horrendous.  Despised.  The acts of crucifixion also did 
not make it into discussions, because it was rude to mention them.  Yet, these two moments in the life of Jesus point to so 
much more.   
 
Other examples abound through scripture.  Here’s one example: 

 

 READ Exodus 14:13-14, 21-22. Did the action of Moses raising his arm over the sea actually make any change? 
Could Moses say of his actions that he alone parted the sea? 

 
LEADER NOTE: Simply put, no.  Moses in and of himself did not make the waters part in two.  Moses could have jumped, 
danced, sang, twitched his nose, and cut off his left leg, all on his own – and the waves would still crash on the shore line, 
and the nation would have been recaptured and send back to make bricks.  No, Moses could not say that he parted the 
sea.  Moses knew it was the Lord.   
 

 Why do you think God functions this way? What is His purpose? 
 

LEADER NOTE: The Lord is fully capable of doing great things – like parting the sea, protecting his chosen people, providing 
manna and water – and so much more – without a single person’s involvement.  However, God choses to include people 
in His plan.  He chooses to use your members and yourself for His purpose of drawing others towards Himself.   
 
 



 
LEADER NOTE: This question is typically the highest degree of risk, where your group members are challenged to consider 
now how the theme that you’ve been talking about now hits the road and takes shape in their lives.   
 
READ 1 Corinthians 2:1-5. Paul tells the Corinthians that his presence with them was about “demonstrating the Spirit’s 
power.”  How did he do that? How can you go forward doing the same? 
 
LEADER NOTE:  Paul was a tent-maker by trade, and while we cannot know for sure, we can surmise he put up some 
quality tents – as he was able to travel great distances for great periods of times, not just once – but three times!  He also 
overcame extraordinary challenges (which you can read his summary of in 2 Corinthians 11:16-33), he’s got an incredible 
testimony of God’s grace and mercy.  But – he didn’t boast in what he was able to accomplish, he demonstrated the 
Spirit’s power by attributing the work that he was able to do, to the Lord and only the Lord.  We need to take a glance, or 
better yet, a good hard look at our lives, and see if we’re living similarly.  Now, we’re not talking about every single one of 
us becoming tent-makers.  We are already office workers, farmers, teachers, lawyers, students, etc.  We’ve already got 
things we do.  We simply need to see that within those times and places, the Lord is sending us to people to hear of Him 
and to see Him in action.   
 
 
 
CLOSE YOUR MEETING: Invite your members into a time of prayer, chatting through your on-going prayer needs, updating 
each other on where things are at! Be sure to in the midst of this, to offer prayers of gratitude & thanksgiving! 
 
 
 
 

 

LEADER NOTE: This following question is completely optional, and is intended for the participants’ personal reflection. 
 
READ James 2:14-26 & 1 Corinthians 2:1-5.  As we have been talking about the challenges that those who share the gospel 
will face, what is the challenge that we find in James 4, when we compare its themes to Paul in 1 Corinthians 2? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAKING IT HOME 

PERSONAL REFLECTION QUESTION (very much opt ional!) 



 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SERMON GUIDE NOTE SHEET (with blanks al l  f i l led in for you!)  
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At Gateway, we desire our Life Groups to be both relational and transformational. We want people within them to 
experience community and to be discipled – to be transformed into the image of Christ.  But that’s not all. We also want 
them to be missional! Jesus came to earth with a mission – to reconcile us to God. He did that in part by caring about the 
spiritual and physical needs of the people He encountered. 
 
Whether it was comforting and challenging the woman at the well, feeding the 5,000, or healing the blind, Jesus met the 
tangible needs that were right in front of Him. In a parable in Matthew 25, Jesus declared: 
 
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the 
kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, 
I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.” 
 
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something 
to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick 
or in prison and go to visit you?’ 
 
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did 
for me.’ (Matthew 25:34-40) 
 
Jesus didn’t tell us to write a check.  He told us to get involved in the grit and grime of people’s daily lives. We’re called to 
invite the poor wanderer into our homes, not to keep them at arm’s length and serve them “out there.” We’re called to 
invite others into our lives and enter into theirs. 
 
So, what does this mean for Life Groups? Is it just another thing to add to our busy schedules? Ultimately, this is not about 
a service project once a month – it’s about living missionally. It’s a lifestyle of intentionally loving those around us and 
helping them know who Jesus is through our actions. Our vocational calling is to be on mission every day. 
 
Discipling others and having influence in their lives gives us the responsibility to help them understand the mission Jesus 
calls us to. They need to catch the vision to love and serve others.  
 
So, while living missionally isn’t about just doing a service project, 
practically speaking it may very well begin there. Often service 
projects can open your group members’ eyes to needs they’ve 
never seen before, enabling them to enter into others’ lives in 
new ways. 
 
In terms of first steps, this likely means having your group 
participate in one of our ‘Service’ projects and then going from 
there.  Ask yourself: What is Christ calling you to do considering 
the passions you have and the people He’s called you to and 
placed around you? And how can you get your group involved in 
that? 

LIFE GROUP LEADER TRAINING 

Some Things to Consider: 

 What are some experiences you’ve had with 
living missionally –loving and serving others –as 
an individual? 

 What are some experiences you’ve had with 
living missionally as part of a group? 

 Where do you personally feel called to serve?  

 Are there ways your group can come alongside 
you in that? 

 Brainstorm: What are some ways our groups 
can be missional? 

 


