
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTES: 
 
THIS WEEK: 
 PREPARATION FOR YOUR NEXT MEETING: 

 Plan your approach to the discussion questions.  Be sure that you do your own homework and see what questions resonate 
with your heart, and what you might suspect will resonate with your group.  Remember, it is never the expectation to go 
through all the questions, but to enter into discussion about the themes of the biblical text we’re exploring.   

 Feedback Forms: While we don’t have them ready for distribution this week, we’ll have something for you next week!   

 Finish Strong: We only have two weeks left in our Winter 2022 semester! Plan to finish strong with your groups – and even 
consider planning for a week #10 – not a study night, but one that is centered around fun and hanging out together as a group.  
Organize an activity to do together, go mini-golfing, go for dinner, find a hike to do, or a walk in a park! Continue to build upon 
the relationships that you have formed! 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 PICTURES! 

 We love seeing your group meeting, in service, and socially hanging out.  Post your pictures to Instagram or Facebook with the 
hashtag #gatewaylifegroups, or email/text them to pastor Adam. 

 ATTENDANCE: 

 Follow the email that our system will send you to fill out your weekly attendance, do it as your group ends, so that you don’t 
forget!  Need help – contact pastor Adam. 
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LEADER NOTE: As it might have been a few weeks since you’ve been together with your group, use these opening questions to rejoin, 
and enter into fun discussion! We provide you with these fun, light hearted questions, to draw out all voices in your group.  Consider 
inviting all to respond, by saying, “let’s go around the room and hear everyone answer this question…”     
  
1) What is the funniest thing that ever happened on a family vacation? 
LEADER NOTE: Be careful with a question like this, as your entire meeting can be taken up by story and laughter – which are amazing 
things! If you need to change up the pattern, say something like “thanks everyone for sharing, but let’s get into our discussion about 
what we’re learning from Revelation!” 
 
 
2) Would you rather be the funniest or smartest person in a room? 
LEADER NOTE: It’s not written in the actual question, but follow up with a WHY?   
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LEADER NOTE: These are two questions that have your group reflecting upon last Sunday’s message.  The first question will always be 
the same, and the second one is provided from our teaching pastor from the service. 
 
1) Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything that particularly caught your attention, challenged, or 
confused you?    
LEADER NOTE: We will regularly remind you to be a good student yourself as you listen to the messages on Sunday mornings.  Take your 
own notes, and write down your own questions that you’re asking of the text.  Share that with your members, model this behavior! 
 
2) This past weekend, Pastor Justin reminded us that we are to be marked a people of peace, giving, and hospitality.  Which of these 
three do you feel is a growth area in the church today? Why? 
 
   
  
  

 
   

 
LEADER NOTE: These are three questions that we ask each week and have us look at each passage we study through the same lens.   
Some groups go through each of the questions, and others have taken the opportunity to ask an overarching question with all three 
questions in mind, “What strikes you all together about this passage?” 
 
READ Revelation 19:1-7 
1) GOD - What does this passage say about the character of God?  
 
2) THE WORLD - What does this passage say about fallen humanity?  
 
3) ME - Where does this passage specifically expose sin or unbelief in my own life? How does it specifically call me to change my thinking, 
redirect my affections, replace my behaviors, and trust my Savior?  
 
 
 

 
1) READ Revelation 17:4, 16-17. A lot changed from v.4 to v.16-17 in the presentation of the prostitute (who represents Babylon’s 
alluring power).  What is significant about this difference? 
 
LEADER NOTE: In the first depiction of the prostitute, and even in John’s own response, you get the sense that in this moment he was 
even being distracted by the allure of the prostitute, he writes in v.6: “When I saw her, I marveled greatly.”  The angel picks up on this 
moment, and calls John back, and explains what is happening.  After this explanation John’s tune changes as he explains the coming 
outcome of the prostitute, which comes across as a very bleak picture, and quite opposite of the first presentation.   
 
One key significance in this imagery can picked up in John’s initial response – he was getting the sense of a significance, a beauty worth 
exploring, a pleasure to experience as he saw the prostitute for the first time.  However, as the book of Revelation as a whole is teaching, 
is that all that significance, beauty, and pleasure – can only be truly found as given from God Himself.  Everything else is a mockery of 
what is true and good.   
 
An example of this mockery can be seen within the Angel’s explanation, “the beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to rise…” 
This phrase and pattern of the beast alludes to Christ’s coming to earth (who was), His death (is not), and His resurrection (about to 
rise).  The beast and the prostitute did anything in their power and ability – even mimicking Christ – in order to allure God’s people 
away. 
 
 
 
 
 

QUICK REVIEW 

GOD’S STORY - TRIADS 

DIGGING DEEPER 



 READ Matthew 6:19-21. What is a lesson we might learn from John’s presentation of the prostitute in this way?  How do Jesus’ 
words in Matthew help shape that lesson? 
 

LEADER NOTE: Matthew 6, comes to us as part of the Sermon on the Mount, where Jesus is teaching His disciples to live as His 
ambassadors in this world, to live on His mission, to affect and draw in all the people whom He is calling to Himself.  Here in 6:19-21, 
Jesus instructs us to consider where we invest ourselves, in worldly possessions or in heavenly matters.  According to Jesus, the answer 
is quite simple – we’re to align ourselves in the patterns of heavenly matters.  The same goes for the allure of the prostitute – or worldly 
matters.  Remember, that this prostitute represents the city of Babylon, which is code for Rome – and its desires to conform all humanity 
to its patterns and ways of life, or to seek “treasures on earth” of personal gratification and satisfaction.  At this point, we begin to start 
seeing that the prostitute’s way of life is all about “getting” and that the bride’s way of life is all about “giving.”  That point will develop 
as the discussion continues.  We even see that sentiment in Jesus’ invitation to us, in that how He desires of us to give of ourselves to 
the matters of Heaven, as opposed to getting for ourselves the matters of the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
2) READ Revelation 18:11-14. The prostitute’s primary goal is to lure the worship of God’s people away from God and to herself, using 
any and all means to do so.  Here, she used “luxuries” and “splendor.”  What are the luring distractions that we face in the 21st century? 
 
LEADERS NOTE:  The prostitute throughout this imagery is not simply about sex and the way that the world’s activities have changed its 
very definition and purpose.  It is a very graphic depiction of how the direction of our worship has gone wrong.  Through 18:11-14, we 
see a picture of the opulence and splendor of all that the Roman’s had access to in their markets, and it’s even described that all which 
has been outlined is “the fruit for which your soul longed.”  John outlines how easily we are lured away from the things of God – simple 
elements as shiny objects and beautiful wood elements that capture our sight, and spices that tickle our sense of taste and smell.  These 
are the things that people not of God have lived and strived for.   
 
   
 

 READ James 4:7-10. In our own hearts, where has worship of God gone wrong? 
 

LEADER NOTE:  We are wired to the core of who we are to long for something more, something greater, something more complete than 
our collective selves and community.  For ages, humanity has sought to fill that longing with elements of this world – like all those 
elements that John outlines in 18:11-14.  As your group enters this question, depending upon the level of their feeling of safety within 
your group, their answers will range from general ways that worship has gone wrong, to ways that they personally have experienced.  
In either answer, be grateful for what they share, and express that to them.  If your group is seeking a little more grounding within 
answering this question, open up your bibles to John 10:14-15, where Jesus expresses that He knows His sheep, and His sheep know 
Him.  Also look up John 14:6, where Jesus outlines that He is the only Way, the only Truth, and the only Life.  If our lives are knowing 
other voices, or seeking other ways, other truths, or other lives, we’re missing the point, and our worship has gone awry.  Talk amongst 
your group what how and where our worship has gone, that is not directed at Christ.   
 
 
 
3) READ Revelation 18:21-24. John sees the prostitute at work, where there is typically a transaction for a short joyful experience.  
However, true joy cannot be purchased.  Where is true joy found? How is it achieved? 
 
LEADER NOTE:  You can likely picture a movie or even a trip to the eastside of Vancouver, or even on old-town Abbotsford, where a 
prostitute is selling herself for sex to anyone willing to pay.  These moments, while incredibly sad that both sides are even occurring – 
that one party feels that this is the way to make a living, and that other party feels this is the way to receive joy in life – do not depict or 
provide the true abundant life that God desires for us.  John is bringing to our awareness just how terrible the actions of the beast are, 
and how easily it is for us to misconstrue its efforts for being positive or beneficial for us.  One commentator put it this way, “you only 
find these joys by being in true relationship.”  Think again of that internal longing for more that all humanity is designed with – everyone 
is seeking and searching for that everlasting joy, but as those two texts from the gospel of John in the prior leaders note indicate, that 
the full and complete joy that we’re looking for can only be found and achieved by having a long lasting relationship with Jesus Christ, 
as opposed to a short visit with the prostitute – which really is a mockery of the real thing.  People are trying to purchase from the world 
what the Lord is offering for free, if only they commit, or give of themselves, to a relationship with Him.   
 
 



 READ Hebrews 11:5-6. While faith is paramount to the joy that a Christian feels, what else is necessary? 
 

LEADER NOTE:  Hebrews 11 is a fascinating chapter that tells the collective story of the deep faith of those who have all gone before us, 
and even before the original audience of this letter.  The chapter opens with saying, “Now faith is assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen.”  While faith is an absolutely integral element of being a disciple of Jesus, as the Hebrews author indicates, 
in 11:5-6, it appears that there’s a few more layers.  Two phrases of note within this text are: “draw near to God” and “those who seek 
Him.”  Both phrases lean towards a growing and deepening relationship with the Lord, one that is intentional and desired, as an outcome 
of faith.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: This question is typically the highest degree of risk, where your group members are challenged to consider now how the 
theme that you’ve been talking about now hits the road and takes shape in their lives.   
 
READ Revelation 19:6-7. If the prostitute was all about getting, consuming, and imitating, what is the picture of the bride all about? How 
is this image helpful for us to understand the context of our relationship with God? 
 
LEADER NOTE:  We have been seeing this image develop throughout these three chapters, that the prostitute represents all that is about 
consumption, and fulfilling personal desire.  Consider now the opposite image of the Bride – the virgin Bride who has prepared herself 
for the coming marriage to her Husband.  When a marriage relationship is all about consumption and personal desire, its going to fail.  
Marriage is more about giving oneself to the other, its about giving up rights, about serving the other, and a commitment meant to last 
“as long a both shall live.”   
 
When this is mutually done, from partner to partner, the marriage bond is strengthened and will last.  We see this picture play out in 
the person of Christ, as the one who gave up all His rights, all His privileges, and served humanity.  He washed their feet.  He sat with 
them in their lowest moments.  He feed them.  He held them.  He healed them.  He died for them.  He asks that we do the same for 
him.  That we turn the check, we give our cloak, we go the extra mile (Matt 6:38-42) – all in the name of serving the other, and giving 
of ourselves for the Kingdom of God.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CLOSE YOUR MEETING: Invite your members into a time of prayer, chatting through your on-going prayer needs, updating each other 
on where things are at! Be sure to in the midst of this, to offer prayers of gratitude & thanksgiving! 
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: As you know, this following question is completely optional, and is intended for the participants’ personal reflection. 
 
READ Revelation 17:1-19:8. These chapters lead us to a question, “Will you serve the beast and its prostitute, or will you serve the Lamb 
and its Bride?”  Which will you follow? What guards do you have in place to protect the place of your servitude?  Pray the prayer that is 
written in Psalm 139:23-24, and ask the Lord to guide you to a place of deeper and clearer understanding of the distractions in your 
life? 
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SERMON GUIDE NOTE SHEET with blanks filled in  

Sermon Series: “REVELATION”  
Message Title: “The Tale of Two Cities”  
Bible Text: Revelation 17:1-19:8 

Dr. Justin Carruthers 
Gateway Church 

March 27, 2022 

“A Tale of Two Cities” 

REVELATION THESIS STATEMENT 

·  Fear not! Victory is won 

  

REGARDING YOU & THE GREAT WAR: 

·  You are either following the way of the lamb or the way of the dragon 

Deuteronomy 6:4, Jude 16 

  

THE TALE OF TWO CITIES 

·  The great prostitute / city of the dragon = humanity’s __REBELLION__ against god 

   The virgin bride / city of the lamb = sacrificed and ______FAITHFUL LIVING_____ 

  

EXPOSING THE GAME OF THE GREAT PROSTITUTE & THE DRAGON 

1. They can only ___DISTORT__ what god has made good. 

2. She can’t __DELIVER__on her promises, so she always ___CONSUMES__ herself. 

3. They want to stay _INVISIBLE_ in your brain. 

  

WHY EXPOSE THE GAME? 

·  So you don’t have to __DISCOVER___ it on your own and learn the ___HARD WAY__ 

  

“CITY OF THE LAMB” PEOPLE... 

1. Are to be people marked by ___PEACE_ (rejecting the warring of Babylon). 

2. Are to be people of radical ___GIVING__ (rejecting the consumption of Babylon). 

3. Are to be people of worship, inspiring __HOSPITALITY__ toward the people 

currently living in Babylon. 
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