
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTES: 
 
THIS WEEK: 
 PREPARATION FOR YOUR FOURTH MEETING: 

 Have you planned your SERVE PROJECT yet? If you haven’t booked your project yet, be sure to check out the list of option on 
the SERVE site, gatewaycrc.org/lifegroups/serve.  Select your option, and get in touch with Pastor Adam to solidify your plans.  
Also, check to see with your group about who needs a new SERVE shirt.     

 Plan your approach to the discussion questions.  Be sure that you do your own homework and see what questions resonate 
with your heart, and what you might suspect will resonate with your group.  Remember, it is never the expectation to go 
through all the questions, but to enter into discussion about the themes of the biblical text we’re exploring.   

 Have you sent in a picture yet? We love seeing what you as a group are doing, where you’re meeting, and the snack spread 
you’ve got laid out in front of you! 

 Remember the SOCIALS? While we love it when our groups gather together to study and reflect upon God’s word, we love it 
that our groups are centered around our church family growing in relationships together – plan then to simply hangout 
together! Here’s an idea – during spring break, we are taking two weeks off in the studies.  Might you consider seeing if your 
group can plan a social during that time?  Plan an evening of fun, games, and appies! Go for dinner together, order in dinner! 
Go mini-golfing, and then for dessert! Do something fun for your group.   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 PICTURES! 

 We love seeing your group meeting, in service, and socially hanging out.  Post your pictures to Instagram or Facebook with the 
hashtag #gatewaylifegroups, or email/text them to pastor Adam. 

 ATTENDANCE: 

 Follow the email that our system will send you to fill out your weekly attendance, do it as your group ends, so that you don’t 
forget!  Need help – contact pastor Adam. 

 GUIDE FORMAT: 

 I’m curious if this full page format of the Leaders Guide works better for you?? LET ME KNOW IF IT IS! 
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LEADER NOTE: We provide you with these fun, light hearted questions, to draw out all voices in your group.  Consider inviting all to 
respond, by saying, “let’s go around the room and hear everyone answer this question…”     
  
1) When you think of “home,” what is it that you think about? Where, who? 
LEADER NOTE: Home is a beautiful thing.  Is it a house? Is it people? Is it a warm, cozy feeling? Is it a life-style?  

  
 
 
2) What’s the last thing you did that made you think, “oh, that’s just like how my mom/dad would have acted”? 
LEADER NOTE: We all do things that we instinctively have learned from our parents, and for better or worse, we mimic their patterns 
and habits.  Enjoy this question as we explore where we came from!   
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LEADER NOTE: These are two questions that have your group reflecting upon last Sunday’s message.  The first question will always be 
the same, and the second one is provided from our teaching pastor from the service. 
 
1) Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything that particularly caught your attention, challenged, or 
confused you?    
LEADER NOTE: We will regularly remind you to be a good student yourself as you listen to the messages on Sunday mornings.  Take your 
own notes, and write down your own questions that you’re asking of the text.  Share that with your members, model this behavior! 
 
2) This past weekend, Pastor Justin said that we are in a war with a defeated & desperate enemy.  How does 
that inform your perspective of him and how to respond? 
   
  
  

 
   

 
LEADER NOTE: These are three questions that we ask each week and have us look at each passage we study through the same lens.   
Some groups go through each of the questions, and others have taken the opportunity to ask an overarching question with all three 
questions in mind, “What strikes you all together about this passage?” 
 
READ Revelation 12:1-10 
1) GOD - What does this passage say about the character of God?  
 
2) THE WORLD - What does this passage say about fallen humanity?  
 
3) ME - Where does this passage specifically expose sin or unbelief in my own life? How does it specifically call me to change my thinking, 
redirect my affections, replace my behaviors, and trust my Savior?  
 
 
 

 
1) READ Revelation 12:1-6. The birth giving woman and the death dealing beast symbolize the best and worst we can imagine: life being 
given, and life being taken.  In this opening passage of chapter 12, where do we see hope? 
 
LEADER NOTE: The whole of Revelation 12 can be a difficult read, in that it comes across as very doom and gloomy as the imagery of a 
baby-eating dragon appears, an unfolding cosmic battle between heaven and hell begins, and a very angry devil commits to never rest.  
However, Revelation serves also to offer the Seven Churches hope in Christ that He in fact came to lead and protect all those who bear 
His Seal for Himself.   Commentators are torn between what the “woman” really represents – is it Mary the Mother of Jesus? Is she an 
image of the Nation of Israel?  Is she even Eve, the mother of all humanity?  The detail isn’t as important as the narrative that unfolds – 
as this child is in fact born and the beast is present awaiting an opportunity to end its life, thereby dashing all hope for God’s people.  
We see the hope in two places: (1) the child is to “rule all nations with a rod of iron” and (2) the child was preserved as He was “caught 
up to God and to his throne.”  As this terrifying beast emerged, full of apparent power (horns) and prestige (diadems/crowns), was 
thwarted by God who protected the child and the woman.  Nothing was going to stop God’s plans for salvation, even this angry beast 
who was set upon destruction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QUICK REVIEW 

GOD’S STORY - TRIADS 

DIGGING DEEPER 



 READ Psalm 2:7-9 & Revelation 2:26-27. What do you suspect “the rod of iron” has to do with having hope in Christ? 
 

LEADER NOTE:  Remember that we’re talking about a first century audience, who haven’t discovered yet much about the hard-metals 
available within the earth.  Iron, which they had limited access to, was the hardest metal known.  It was the most durable and long 
lasting metal.  It’s what they made their swords from, it’s how they defended themselves.   This rod of iron, or iron scepter, symbolised 
in these moments an unyielding reign of Christ.  That as this child was born, it would be His reign that would last forever.  It’s a reminder 
of what we read in Revelation 11:15, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign 
forever and ever.” John is telling the early Christians here that their hope cannot lie with their local rulers – their own Jewish leaders, 
nor with their oppressive Roman tyrants.  For us, our hope cannot be in our church leadership, our school principals, or be in our local, 
provincial, or federal politicians.  Past Jewish teachers and leaders, modern principles, teachers, pastors, and politicians will all fail and 
pass away.  John tells us that it is Christ’s reign that will never cease, that He will be our King, FOREVER! 
 
 
 
 
 
2) READ Revelation 12:7-9 & Luke 10:17-20. Given our rather uncertain and unpredictable times in 2021-2022, how do Christ’s words 
“nothing will harm you,” affect you? 
 
DISCUSSION NOTE:  As you look at the passage from Luke be sure to establish the context, that Jesus here at v.1 commissioned 72 
missionaries to travel ahead of Him to the cities and towns that He was planning to go to.  These missionaries were given instructions 
for how they were to engage with the people they encounter, to express God’s peace, to heal the sick, but also to expect and embrace 
hospitality from those they minister to.  Jesus tells them that they will encounter places who do not accept their message.  At v.17, we 
hear of their return, and they were excited about what they had been able to do in Christ’s name!  Jesus then tells them what has 
happened, that Satan’s power has been cut off, that he’s been cast out of Kingdom of Heaven, and also that those within the Kingdom 
of Heaven have power over him.  As they, and we, are going about our mission to seek and save the lost – nothing will hurt us.   
 
LEADERS NOTE: Isaiah 43:2 communicates this same sentiment, “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the 
rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.”  While 
we may physically hurt in the process, we will be spiritually preserved.  Death will not be our end; it will really be our new beginning.  
Consider again, in this context what Pastor Justin talked about, when it came to the situation in Ukraine, and the Gospel Coalition article 
written by Vasyl Ostryi (find it HERE).  This Ukrainian pastor, husband, and father of four, says that they’re staying to serve the people 
of Kyiv in this tragic time, saying, “If the church is not relevant at a time of crisis, then it is not relevant in a time of peace.” Vasyl is 
prepared to travel through these tumultuous waters, rivers, and fires – knowing full well they could end his life, but he understands that 
for those who give up their lives, they shall gain it (Matt 10:39).   
 
   
 
 
 
 
3) READ Revelation 12:13-17. Satan was “unceremoniously tossed out” from Heaven.  As you read this passage, how do you see him 
respond? How would you describe his actions and intentions? 
 
LEADER NOTE:   Revelation 12:9 says that the great dragon was “thrown out” of heaven, he was bounced out, he was “unceremoniously 
tossed out” of heaven.   Picture for a moment the tossing of a rock into a lake.  It’s simply picked up, held in your hand for only a moment.  
It’s launched in an arc.  It falls into the water.  Never to be seen again.  You see the ripple effect, but even those quickly peter out.  God, 
through the Michael the angel, and a whole host of other angels fought the devil, and at the end, in his defeat, they simply took his 
remains, tossed them out of heaven, watching the arc as he was cast out, and with a splash, he descended into the waters below.  While 
the war is pretty eventful, the tossing isn’t.  Salvation had been won.  Deliverance had occurred.  It was time to carry on.  However, the 
ripple effect continued.  He’s upset from being tossed.  From the depths, he plans his revenge.  But like that rock at the bottom of the 
lake, he’s incapable of having a lasting effect upon the Kingdom of Jesus Christ.  While we know things can still get worse, and he’s going 
to try his hardest, he will in fact completely lose.   
 
 
 
 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/church-stayed-ukraine/


 READ Genesis 3:14-15. Revelation 12 makes up a portion of the fulfillment of curse placed upon the serpent after the fall.  
Where do you see this enmity as a reality in our world today? 
 

LEADER NOTE:  The serpent was in the tree there in the Garden of Eden.  He saw Eve approach, and invited her to taste of the fruit of 
the tree she was instructed to stay clear of.  She took, she ate, Adam did too.  They saw their nakedness and depravity for the first time.  
They were tempted with power and prestige.  They were distracted through the schemes of the devil, and lost sight of the Lord and His 
plan. The Lord’s response was that of a series of curses for all three parties involved – Adam, Eve, and the serpent.  From here on, there 
would be a hostility between the serpent and all of creation.  He lost all power and control.  As scripture continues to unfold we see the 
serpent try his best to accuse, to distract, and cause death – in order to re-establish and regain that power and control.   In our world 
now, we see a lot of unrest.  Wars.  Rumors of wars.  Political distrust.  Civilian divisiveness and polarization.  Consider using this 
additional quote and question: 
 
ADDITIONAL QUESTION: 

 Consider what CS Lewis writes in “The Screwtape Letters,” the allegorical collection of letters of advise from a senior devil to a 
lesser devil, “Murder is no better than cards if cards can do the trick.  Indeed, the safest road to Hell is a gradual one – the 
general slope, soft underfoot, without sudden turnings, without milestones, without signposts.”  How is this description of the 
devil’s work different than what you might have been talking about? 

 
LEADER NOTE:  The devil’s primary objective is to distract all of God’s children from resting in His embrace and provision.  His goal is to 
use events of large scale to generate division and small events to slowly lull us away from our awareness of God’s hand.   
 

 
LEADER NOTE: This question is typically the highest degree of risk, where your group members are challenged to consider now how the 
theme that you’ve been talking about now hits the road and takes shape in their lives.   
 
READ Revelation 12:17 & 1 Peter 5:8. We see here that we are included in this unfolding drama, as the “rest of her offspring” point to 
all followers of Christ.  Our response is to counter the work of evil is with the word of testimony (witness).  Who will you bear witness 
to? How can your Life Group pray for you as you do so? 
 
LEADER NOTE:  As Revelation 12 comes to a close, we’re drawn into a picture of those ripples in the water trying to gain strength, to last 
longer, to make a bigger difference, to slowly turn from ripple to wave, and eventually a tsunami of turmoil and evil.  The dragon is 
there, on the shore line, now on the sand – huffing and puffing, full of rage, and fearful of full demise – he seeks war upon all the 
“offspring of the woman.”  John quickly tells us that that all who follow God’s commands are Her offspring, and therefore, the recipients 
of this war that the devil intends to begin.  You and I, are those he’s waging war with.  Reflect again on the fifth trumpet blast in 
Revelation 9:1-6.  This blast unleashed the fearsome locusts upon those who did not bear the seal of God.  Combine the two pictures 
together, and we see that those who bear the seal of God are protected from the wrath of the dragon.  Consider in your circles – those 
who are in your family, those who you work with, those in your classes at school, your neighbors – who might not be bearing the seal 
of God?  Who might the Lord be using you to protect and confirm as His own? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CLOSE YOUR MEETING: Invite your members into a time of prayer, chatting through your on-going prayer needs, updating each other 
on where things are at! Be sure to in the midst of this, to offer prayers of gratitude & thanksgiving! 
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: As you know, this following question is completely optional, and is intended for the participants’ personal reflection. 
 
READ John 10:1-21 & Philippians 2:1-8.  There is a very distinct difference between how Christ acts, and how we see the devil act in 
Revelation 12.  What are those differences you see? In seeing this comparison, what are the areas you need to grow in? 

 

TAKING IT HOME  

ADDITIONAL SELF STUDY (Optional Personal Reflection Questions) 
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 “The Last Word on Politics (The War Invisible)” 
  

THE PLAIN-MAIN THING: 

·   There’s a _BATTLE___ waging right now – it’s just not the one most of us are ___ALL 
RILED UP_____ about. 

  

TWO APPROACHES TO PEOPLE WITH WHOM YOU DISAGREE: 

1.  To unbelievers – to win __PEOPLE_, not _ARGUEMENTS__. The goal 

is __PERSUASION__, not ___WARFARE__. 

2.  To believers – to lovingly __ADMONISH__, not to __VILIFY__. The goal 

is __REPENTANCE__, not __WARFARE__. 

  

THE HOPE-FILLED REALITY 

·    The enemy has already been defeated! ___VICTORY IS WON__! 

  

WHEN THE WORLD SEES EVIL: 
·    They will __FIGHT_ or __FLIGHT___. 

  

WHERE WE ARE TODAY 

·    We are in a war with a __DEFEATED_ and _DESPERATE_ enemy who seeks to destroy us. 

  

THE THREE SCHEMES OF THE EVIL ONE: 
1.        __ACCUSATION____ 

2.        __DECEIT & DISTRACTION___ 

3.       __DEATH___ 

  

HOW DO WE COUNTERPUNCH THE WORK OF THE EVIL ONE? 

·         By the word of ___OUR TESTIMONY____! 
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ACTIVE LISTENING 

Winter 2022 Semester | WEEK #5 

 
In our Life Groups, and in one-on-one conversations with our Life Group members – we need to be effective listeners. 
There are few things more validating to people than when others take the time to truly listen to them.  Today, we’re going 
to look at the five steps to active listening. These are non-verbal ways we tell another person “I’m listening and I’m 
interested in what you are saying.” These steps spell out the acronym SOLER and are: 

 Squarely face the person  

 Open your posture  

 Lean towards the other 

 Eye contact maintained  

 Relax while attending 
 
Let’s walk through these. Some of these are more specific to a one-on-one conversation, but they can all be applied to a 
group setting as well. 
 
S: Sitting squarely says, “I’m here with you, I’m available to you.” In contrast, turning your body away from another person 
while you talk to him or her can lessen your degree of contact with that person. If, for any reason, facing the person 
squarely is too threatening for them, then an angled position may be more helpful. Sitting at more of a 5 o’clock position 
also helps to avoid the possibility of staring at them. 
 
O: Adopt an open posture. Crossing your arms or your legs can be a sign of lessened involvement with or availability to 
others. An open posture says you are open to them and what they have to say. It is non-defensive in nature. 
 
L: It can be helpful to lean slightly in towards the other person. It says, “I’m with you, I’m interested in you and what you 
have to say.” Leaning back can suggest the opposite. However, it’s important not to lean too far forward or you may be 
seen as placing a demand on them and they may find it intimidating. 
 
E: Maintain good eye contact. It’s another way of saying, “I’m interested, I’m with you.” Remember this is not the same as 
staring. You will need to look away every so often, in order not to stare, but monitor the amount you look away. It could 
say something about your own level of comfort or discomfort. 
 
R: Be relaxed or natural. If you are fidgeting nervously it will distract the other person. Being relaxed also tells them that 
you are comfortable with using your body as a vehicle of personal contact and expression. It helps put them at ease.  
 
If you really want to recognize the importance of these, think through the opposite. Have you ever been leading a small 
group or in a meeting where someone is going on and on and you just want them to shut up? What do you do? You turn 
away, you avoid eye contact, you cross your arms –you do anything you can to hint to them that you are not interested. 
Right? We recognize the value of this when we want someone to stop talking. We need to also remember it and be 
intentional about it when we want someone to start or continue sharing. Some Things to Consider: 

 Which of the active listening steps resonates most with you? How have you seen it at work in your own life? 

 Which of the active listening steps seems most awkward to you? Why? 

 If you were more intentional about active listening in your group, how would that impact it? 

 If you were more intentional about active listening in one-on-one conversations, how would that impact them 
 
Pastor Justin & Pastor Adam 
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