
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTES: 
 
THIS WEEK: 
 PREPARATION FOR YOUR FOURTH MEETING: 

 Have you planned your SERVE PROJECT yet? If you haven’t booked your project yet, be sure to check out the list of option on 
the SERVE site, gatewaycrc.org/lifegroups/serve.  Select your option, and get in touch with Pastor Adam to solidify your plans.  
Also, check to see with your group about who needs a new SERVE shirt.     

 Plan your approach to the discussion questions.  Be sure that you do your own homework and see what questions resonate 
with your heart, and what you might suspect will resonate with your group.  Remember, it is never the expectation to go 
through all the questions, but to enter into discussion about the themes of the biblical text we’re exploring.   

 Have you sent in a picture yet? We love seeing what you as a group are doing, where you’re meeting, and the snack spread 
you’ve got laid out in front of you! 

 Remember the SOCIALS? While we love it when our groups gather together to study and reflect upon God’s word, we love it 
that our groups are centered around our church family growing in relationships together – plan then to simply hangout 
together! Here’s an idea – during spring break, we are taking two weeks off in the studies.  Might you consider seeing if your 
group can plan a social during that time?  Plan an evening of fun, games, and appies! Go for dinner together, order in dinner! 
Go mini-golfing, and then for dessert! Do something fun for your group.   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 PICTURES! 

 We love seeing your group meeting, in service, and socially hanging out.  Post your pictures to Instagram or Facebook with the 
hashtag #gatewaylifegroups, or email/text them to pastor Adam. 

 ATTENDANCE: 

 Follow the email that our system will send you to fill out your weekly attendance, do it as your group ends, so that you don’t 
forget!  Need help – contact pastor Adam. 

 GUIDE FORMAT: 

 I’m curious if this full page format of the Leaders Guide works better for you?? LET ME KNOW IF IT IS! 
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LEADER NOTE: We provide you with these fun, light hearted questions, to draw out all voices in your group.  Consider inviting all to 
respond, by saying, “let’s go around the room and hear everyone answer this question…”     
  
1) Do you collect anything? What? Why? 
LEADER NOTE: While collections might not be what they once were, people may still gather things that are important.  Sport 
memorabilia, tools, clothes or shoes, things to remember stages of children’s lives, pictures – the list can be quite various! 

  
 
 
2) If you had to make a career change tomorrow, what you do? Why? 
LEADER NOTE: Use this question to learn more about the members of your group, learning about their other skill sets and aspirations.   
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LEADER NOTE: These are two questions that have your group reflecting upon last Sunday’s message.  The first question will always be 
the same, and the second one is provided from our teaching pastor from the service. 
 
1) Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything that particularly caught your attention, challenged, or 
confused you?    
LEADER NOTE: We will regularly remind you to be a good student yourself as you listen to the messages on Sunday mornings.  Take your 
own notes, and write down your own questions that you’re asking of the text.  Share that with your members, model this behavior! 
 
2) Pastor Adam said, “Prayer isn’t meant to change God, it’s meant to change us.” How does that challenge 
you in your prayer life? How does that cause you to think differently about your prayers? 
LEADER NOTE: From the message, “We need to see that our posture of prayer changes us – as it refocuses who 
we are, and who God is.  Those short scripted dinner prayers, well, they remind us that the food on the table 
didn’t just appear out of thin air, but has been provided by the hand of God.  Those prayers we pray for the 
sick, remind us that we’re not in control within this world, but that God is.  From food to our health, our prayers 
warm our hearts towards God’s activity in our lives, and how He has invited us to posture ourselves towards 
Him.” 
   
  
  

 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: These are three questions that we ask each week and have us look at each passage we study through the same lens.   
Some groups go through each of the questions, and others have taken the opportunity to ask an overarching question with all three 
questions in mind, “What strikes you all together about this passage?” 
 
READ Revelation 9:17-21 
1) GOD - What does this passage say about the character of God?  
 
2) THE WORLD - What does this passage say about fallen humanity?  
 
3) ME - Where does this passage specifically expose sin or unbelief in my own life? How does it specifically call me to change my thinking, 
redirect my affections, replace my behaviors, and trust my Savior?  
 
 
 

 
1) READ Revelation 8:1-3. How does this scene of the silence in the Throne Room of Heaven change or alter your perspective of what 
your prayers do? 
 
LEADER NOTE: There might be times that we feel that our prayers don’t go anywhere, simply into the void of space, or into history 
without being noticed, heard, or attended to.  This picture that John is presenting us with in Revelation 8 is that of God’s attention to 
the prayers of His people.  There, heaven was silenced by the prayers of God’s people.  As we speak to Him – in any form, spoken, in 
thought, in question, written in journals, feelings in our hearts – the Lord hears and attends to our prayers.  What is additionally neat in 
this passage as it goes on, is that the prayers are carried to the throne of God, by the angels, who first purify them with incense, so that 
as they arrive of God’s ears, all our selfishness is removed! It’s a way that the Lord hears our perfected and pure hearts.  It’s also not 
that far of a stretch to consider in this imagery, that the incense that cleanses the prayers is the work of the Holy Spirit!  Use this question 
to build the confidence of your members that our prayers – in what ever form – are heard by the Lord! 
 
 

 READ Psalm 139:15-16, Matthew 6:7-8. When it comes to the specific requests that we pray, what do you think the Lord do 
with them? 
 

LEADER NOTE:  There’s a good chance you’ve heard of the “shopping list” prayer analogy, where we present only to God what we wish 
for Him to do, say “Amen,” and carry on with our day.  While it is certainly good to lay all that is on our hearts upon the throne of God, 
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we need to consider out motivations, and God’s activity.  These two passages convey succinctly that God is already aware of the matters 
of our hearts: He knows the need for your healing, He has already blessed the food on the table, He wants to draw your lost children to 
Himself, He desires to see the hungry fed and those who are cold to be warmed.  That being said, He still desires to hear what it is that 
on our hearts.  As you pray for these matters, the challenge that we essentially get from these two passages is to prayer that the Lord 
would use us to bring together community, to bring about healing, to bring about changes in this world.  We should consider adding the 
requests to the Lord for the confidence to act, the right words to say, the wisdom to discern His plan.   
 
 
 

 READ Luke 18:9-14. Why did the tax collector leave the temple more justified than the Pharisee? 
 

LEADER NOTE:  This is a super neat passage to consider in the discussion around prayer where Jesus places two examples of prayers side 
by side, and is quite clear about what He desires to be the posture.  The Pharisee offers prayers all about himself, his focus is upon his 
own greatness and prestige.  He makes no request, and no plea for helps and assurances.  While he approaches God in gratitude, he’s 
simply puffing himself up.  There’s even a footnote in the ESV at v.11 by “the Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed…” the foot note adds, 
“standing, prayed to himself.”  The camera in parable pans to the back of the temple, where a tax collector (most despised profession) 
stands off in the back, he’s looking at the ground, not being able to gaze upon God’s glory, he’s beating his chest out of despair and 
utters quietly the simplest, and perhaps most profound prayer, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner.”  He first acknowledges that God is a 
merciful and powerful God, one that has the ability to forgive sin and to make the man whole again.  He second acknowledges that he 
himself is broken, incomplete – and unable to justify himself.  He knows that only God can do that.  Our prayers do not have to be long 
and elaborate, the Lord knows our hearts long before we speak or think; but they do need to communicate our awareness of the proper 
order of things.  God is God, we are not.   
 
 
 
2) READ Revelation 9:20-21. In the context of the sixth trumpet being blown, those who are unrepentant face God’s wrath.  Despite all 
the plagues unleashed in first six trumpets, the unrepentant, remain, unrepentant.  Does this mean we give up our missional efforts? 
Why? Why not? 
 
LEADER NOTE:  At this trumpet we’re told that there are still people who reject God’s plan of salvation for them.  It’s really a sad reality 
to hear that people, after all this tumultuous living, still reject God’s love.  Does that mean that we give up trying, even now?  The 
simplest answer is, NO!  The firm reality that we must understand is that we do not ever know who will fully and completely reject God’s 
invitation – the offer and invitation to receive God’s love stay open until the last breath is taken.  We can never give up, we can never 
stop.   
 
 

 READ 2 Peter 3:9. The Lord has His own timing when it comes to drawing His people to Himself.  How have you seen this play 
out, in your life? In other peoples lives? 
 

LEADER NOTE:  Consider your journey for a moment here, and perhaps the time it took for you to fully understand God’s invitation to 
you.  Yes, you might have grown up in a Christian home, but how much did you live differently than what your parents hoped for? How 
much did you try and do the opposite?  Peter here tells us that the Lord was patient with you.  Doing all he could, in His timing, to draw 
you in closer to Himself.  Consider also the history of the Israelite nation, and how often they rejected him, and how often they came 
crawling back to His open arms?  That pattern repeats itself countless times throughout the Old Testament.     
 
   
3) READ Revelation 10:8-11. In John’s sidebar discussion away from the seven trumpets, he is told to eat the scroll.  Why is it sweet in 
his mouth? Why does make his stomach bitter? 
 
LEADER NOTE:   This is a pretty odd sounding request, and may cause you to remember when Ezekiel ate the scroll as well.  To him, in 
Ezekiel 3:1-3, the scroll simply tasted sweet.  Ezekiel was being commanded to go to the stubborn people of Israel who continually reject 
God.  The image of the sweetness, is to remind the Israelites that God is good!  John experiences the same in Revelation.  While also 
John experiences also now, a bitterness, which pains his stomach.  The reality of scripture, while its good to hear that God is good, as 
we’ve seen in Revelation, is that God is also tough, working out vengeance and extending His wrath.  Scripture can be difficult, hard to 
digest and understand.  It can leave us feeling challenged and uneasy – especially when the Holy Spirit convicts us.  But as the picture 
of the instance in the dessert as Moses turned the water from bitter to sweet, so the Holy Spirit will do with scripture in our lives.  He’s 
turn what leaves us in despair, to a blessing and assurance.  
 



 
LEADER NOTE: This question is typically the highest degree of risk, where your group members are challenged to consider now how the 
theme that you’ve been talking about now hits the road and takes shape in their lives.   
 
READ Revelation 11:15-16.  John tells us that he sees the kingdoms of heaven and earth coming together, with Christ reigning forever.  
How do you, or how have you, experienced heaven on earth right now? 
 
LEADER NOTE:  As a fun little tidbit, the line, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He 
shall reign forever and ever” is the exact middle of the book of Revelation.  Everything has led up until this point, and everything will 
lead away from this point till the end of the book.  This is where John really tells us that all of heaven is upon all of the earth.  The two 
realities that we’ve seen, are really one.  Christ is reigning now, amongst us, within us, through us.  Heaven is in fact all around us, it’s 
not some distant spiritual realm that is not yet.  But there is still a tension, in “not yet.”  There still is unrest, there still is sickness, there 
is still death – the four horses are still at work.  Christ has yet to return, the new Jerusalem has yet to descend.  We then wait for the 
Lord to lead us to those points, while celebrating with the 24 Elders upon their thrones, with the words they sing, “we give thanks to 
you, Lord God almighty, who is, and who was.”  Notice here, they don’t sing “who is to come” – they see Him there, right with them!  
We can sing the same thing!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
CLOSE YOUR MEETING: Invite your members into a time of prayer, chatting through your on-going prayer needs, updating each other 
on where things are at! Be sure to in the midst of this, to offer prayers of gratitude & thanksgiving! 
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: As you know, this following question is completely optional, and is intended for the participants’ personal reflection. 
 
READ Psalm 34 & Revelation 11:17-18.  As the Psalmist is exploring God’s work in their life and is seeking the Lord’s protection and care, 
John in Revelation records the song of gratitude sung by the 24 elders, that feels like God is answering the prayer of the Psalmist.  How 
have you experienced God answering your prayers? What prayers are still left unanswered? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAKING IT HOME  

ADDITIONAL SELF STUDY (Optional Personal Reflection Questions) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERMON GUIDE NOTE SHEET with blanks filled in  

Sermon Series: “REVELATION”  
Message Title: “Last Word on Prayer & Witness”  
Bible Text: Revelation 8-11 

Pastor Adam Van Dop 
Gateway Church 

February 20, 2022 

“The Last Word on Prayer and Witness” 

  

Exodus 2:24-25, Exodus 3:7, Revelation 1:9-10 

GOD IS MOVING US FROM A PLACE OF __SELFISHNESS AND IGNORANCE__ TO A 

____DEEP AWARENESS___ OF HIS ACTIVITY. 

  

1.      Prayer isn’t meant to __CHANGE GOD___; it’s meant to ___CHANGE US___. 

   

2.      When we pray, we need to see that __WE MIGHT BE THE ANSWER__ to our 

own prayer. 

   

GOD IS INTENDING TO MOVE US FROM A PLACE 

OF __TIMIDITY_ TO __WITNESS__. 

Psalm 121:1-2 

1.      The _EARTH_ will not save you, only _GOD_____ can. 

   

2.       You cannot save _YOURSELF_______, only _GOD_____ can. 

  

REVELATION 8-11 LEAVES US WITH A __CONFIDENCE__ AND __ASSURANCE__ IN OUR 

MISSION.  

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 
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FOSTERING GOOD DISCUSSIONS 
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In any small group, it can often be difficult to foster a good discussion. We may feel compelled to speak up more often 
than we would like in order to keep the discussion going. We may have some people who dominate the conversation, 
while others never speak up at all.  
 
If that happens, ‘What do we do?’ 
 
Today’s lesson focuses on some ways we can be intentional about dealing with these issues and fostering productive 
discussion in our groups.  Let’s jump in! 
 
Silence 
 
First, silence...Here’s the secret. Embrace it! 
 
Yes, it seems counterintuitive to a good discussion, but silence isn’t necessarily a bad thing. 
 
It often can take people 30 to 45seconds to formulate an answer to a complicated question. Which is a long time.  
 
Do not jump in too soon. If the silence is following a question that’s been posed, give people adequate time to think. If the 
question was posed by you, you have likely had time to think about it and compose your answer, so you may feel antsy. 
Fight the urge to break the silence too soon.  
 
Of course, you also need to be a student of body language. If people are indicating cluelessness, rather than deep 
thought, you may want to rephrase the question or steer the discussion in a different direction. But make sure you are 
not misreading the situation. 
 
Talkers and Non-Talkers 
 
There are the talkers. And there are non-talkers.  
 
Here again, discernment is called for. How are they wired? 
 
Yes, some talkers may just like the sound of their own voice, but it is more likely they are verbal processors and that is 
how they learn. Are they interfering with discussion or are you just personally annoyed?  
 
And the non-talkers –are they just naturally less talkative than the others? There is nothing necessarily wrong with that.  
 
However, if you feel there are problems that need to be addressed, you can take some steps to do so. 
 
When you have Life Group members who talk too much, here are a few helpful step-by-step guidelines: 
 

1. Set Expectations: You may want to mention to the group before discussion that you are looking for brief answers 
and want as many people as possible to share.  

LEADERSHIP TRAINING ARTICLE 



2. Gently Interject: If that doesn’t work, it may be necessary to interrupt or cut off a talker mid-sharing, thanking 
them for what they said and asking another member for their thoughts or posing a new question.  

3. One-on-One Conversation: And if that fails, it may be necessary to speak to them one-on-one about it, possibly 
even leveraging the situation by asking them to help you get others in the group to share.  
 

For non-talkers, embracing silence may give them the opportunity to process the way that they need. However, it may 
also be necessary to create openings for them to share, at times specifically asking them if they have anything they would 
like to add and validating them when they share. Of course, you should always accept a “no” or “I don’t know” answer 
when asking if they want to share. 
 
Also, with both talkers and non-talkers, make use of eye contact. By giving more to the non-talkers –perhaps by sitting 
directly across from them –and less to the talkers –perhaps by sitting next to them –you can subtly encourage the non-
talkers to talk more and the talkers to talk less.  
 
Good discussions do not just happen. By being intentional about fostering a good discussion, you can help everyone in 
your group have a more productive and rewarding experience.  
 
Some Things to Consider: 

1. What is your level of comfort with silence in a small group setting? 
2. Are you naturally more of a talker or a non-talker? If a talker, how can someone let you know you are sharing too 

much? If a non-talker, how can others encourage you to share more? 
3. How can you tell when people are thinking about an answer versus simply not knowing how to respond? 
4. Have you had to address a situation with a talker or non-talker before? How did it go? Is there anything you would 

do differently? 
5. What tricks do you use to help foster discussion in your small group? 

 
Want to Keep Learning? 
 
For more practical tips on leading a Life Group (or any small group for that matter), check out the book “Field Guide for 
Small Group Leaders” by Sam O’Neal. 
 
Pastor Justin 
& Pastor Adam 
 
 

 


