
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTES: 
 
THIS WEEK: 
 PREPARATION FOR YOUR FOURTH MEETING: 

 Plan to plan your SERVE PROJECT! If you haven’t booked your project yet, be sure to check out the list of option on the SERVE 
site, gatewaycrc.org/lifegroups/serve.  Select your option, and get in touch with Pastor Adam to solidify your plans.  Also, check 
to see with your group about who needs a new SERVE shirt.     

 Plan your approach to the discussion questions.  Be sure that you do your own homework and see what questions resonate 
with your heart, and what you might suspect will resonate with your group.  Remember, it is never the expectation to go 
through all the questions, but to enter into discussion about the themes of the biblical text we’re exploring.   

 Have you talked about the covenant yet? The covenant is a document that emphasizes the need to commit and belong to each 
other as a Life Group.  It outlines the expectations that you have of each other to include everyone in discussion, and also in 
respect to privacy and boundaries.     Find it online on the LEADER TOOLS page near the bottom of the page.  Remember, that 
this  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 PICTURES! 

 We love seeing your group meeting, in service, and socially hanging out.  Post your pictures to Instagram or Facebook with the 
hashtag #gatewaylifegroups, or email/text them to pastor Adam. 

 ATTENDANCE: 

 Follow the email that our system will send you to fill out your weekly attendance, do it as your group ends, so that you don’t 
forget!  Need help – contact pastor Adam. 

 GUIDE FORMAT: 

 I’m curious if this full page format of the Leaders Guide works better for you?? LET ME KNOW IF IT IS! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

LIFE GROUP LEADERS GUIDE  
DISCUSSION NOTES 

 

 
LEADER NOTE: We provide you with these fun, light hearted questions, to draw out all voices in your group.  Consider inviting all to 
respond, by saying, “let’s go around the room and hear everyone answer this question…”     
  
1) What is the background image on your phone? Why did you pick that one? 
LEADER NOTE: Invite your group to share their wallpapers with the whole group, have fun and laugh together! 

  
 
 
2) If you could live in any country (other than Canada) for a year, which country would you pick? Why? 
LEADER NOTE: Use this question to learn more about the members of your group, learning about the lives that they have lived.   
 
 
 
 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU  
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LEADER NOTE: These are two questions that have your group reflecting upon last Sunday’s message.  The first question will always be 
the same, and the second one is provided from our teaching pastor from the service. 
 
1) Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything that particularly caught your attention, challenged, or 
confused you?    
LEADER NOTE: We will regularly remind you to be a good student yourself as you listen to the messages on Sunday mornings.  Take your 
own notes, and write down your own questions that you’re asking of the text.  Share that with your members, model this behavior! 
 
2) This weekend pastor Justin revealed to us the point of the four horses. Which of the four do you find 
yourself worrying (or simply thinking) about the most, and why do you think that is?  
[White = personal conquest, Red = war, Black = famine, Pale = sickness unto death] 
   
  
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: These are three questions that we ask each week and have us look at each passage we study through the same lens.   
Some groups go through each of the questions, and others have taken the opportunity to ask an overarching question with all three 
questions in mind, “What strikes you all together about this passage?” 
 
READ Revelation 7:1-4 
1) GOD - What does this passage say about the character of God?  
 
2) THE WORLD - What does this passage say about fallen humanity?  
 
3) ME - Where does this passage specifically expose sin or unbelief in my own life? How does it specifically call me to change my thinking, 
redirect my affections, replace my behaviors, and trust my Savior?  
 
 
 

 
1) READ Revelation 6:1-8. The picture of the four horsemen is one of vast conflict and brokenness.  Counterfeit saviors, war, famine, and 
death are present upon battlefield of all creation.  How do you think John’s original audience would have experienced this battle play 
out? 
 
LEADERS NOTE: As we have left the easier to understand portion of Revelation behind, we’re starting to enter into the chapters that 
have a deep and robust selection of imagery that leaves us confused, and also, easily mistaken.  Allow your group to continually exist in 
its complexities and mysteries.  Remind your group that the whole of scripture contains information easy enough for a child to 
understand, and for scholars to continue to wrestle with.  Keep understanding something that was said at the beginning of this series, 
that the scholar who our denomination was fashioned under, John Calvin said of the study of this book, “I don’t understand it.”  It is 
good for us to affirm the complexities of this book, but also, that fact doesn’t mean that we should shy away from it either.  In practice, 
we can take the scope of imagery, and see what it is doing as a whole, rather than intricately pull it all apart and observe each word and 
image.  Take the four horsemen for a moment.  For this question, we simply need to understand that each of the riders and horses 
mean something about the brokenness of humanity, and that with them all coming to earth (through sin), there’s a battle playing out – 
between all the forces of evil, and God’s presence.  Take this question to consider how the original audience would have heard about 
these present evils, and how they were living out their faith within it all.  Remember, these early Christians didn’t have the same 
freedoms that we experience today.  They weren’t able to shop in the markets without a special mark, they were shunned to the outside 
of society because of their allegiance to Christ.   
 
 
 

QUICK REVIEW 

GOD’S STORY - TRIADS 

DIGGING DEEPER 



2) READ Revelation 6:9-11. As the fifth seal is opened, we see a longing for God’s final judgement.  The reality is that God’s judgement 
has come, as it was manifested upon His Son, upon the cross, on our behalf.  What does the opening of this fifth seal mean for those 
who first heard this? For us now? 
 
LEADER NOTE:  While the first four seals that were opened told us of the grim reality that is the earth crying out in pain, the fifth seal 
now highlights how those who believe in Christ will be affected.  There had been many who have suffered persecution as a result of 
their faith.  Consider how the early Christians were shunned and limited in their movements and abilities to live life.  Consider how on 
a large scale emperors Nero and Domitian put Christians to death through violent and troubling means.  This fifth seal not only confirms 
that this is happening, it also states that it will continue to happen, but also that there is a reward and a new look for those who do 
endure.  As your conversation turns towards how we are affected today, do your best to clarify how persecution is real today – not 
necessarily talking about day-to-day trivialities like spilled milk or a suffering pet.  Steer the conversation towards how we have been 
persecuted because of the faith that we have.   
 
 

 READ Psalm 35:11-18. While we know and live into Christ’s victory over sin & death, we still face daily persecution & evils.  
What gives us strength to face each day’s challenges? 
 

 
LEADER NOTE:  In Psalm 35, the author, David, unravels how he feels attacked by those who are seeking his demise.  Remember how 
he was hated by King Saul.  While we might understand Saul’s plight – he was still king, and David (not one of his own sons) was anointed 
to become the new king – however, Saul’s anger was misguided and misplaced, and continued to torment David.  He hurled spears and 
swords at David, sent teams and armies out to defeat him – simply because he was upset about loosing the throne and its power.  
Through these tumultuous times, David grew in strength.  Work with this Psalm, and the Revelation text to gain insight upon how we 
are to practically live out the persecution we might face.   
 
   
3) READ Revelation 6:12-17. As we have looked at six of the seven seals, we may note that all six come across as pretty chaotic.  Why is 
the scroll in the lamb’s hands sealed so tightly by all this negativity? 
 
LEADER NOTE:   We observe this sixth seal being opened – and while its been hard to see the first five open, this one appears to be 
worse than all the rest – combined.  This seal now tells us of the destruction of the earth, the end of the world, as we know it, has come.  
Everything that has provided stability and guidance, has fallen.   Long ago, people navigated themselves by watching the stars, by 
landmarks of mountains and valleys.  These have been lost.  People looked to their kings and armies for guidance and protection.  These 
too, have run away – hiding in caves, attempting to flee the wrath of God.  These six seals, of the seven, that tightly held the scroll 
closed, as they have been opened have been utterly chaotic.    Remind yourselves of Revelation 5:3, where John mournfully 
acknowledges that “no one can open the scroll,” but then, one of the elders revealed that “the Lion of the tribe, of Judah, the Root of 
David, has conquered, so that He can open the scroll and its seven seals.”  We were told already that the scroll would be able to opened 
– consider with your group why this chaos and depravity have held the scroll shut, and have kept it inaccessible, until Christ was able to 
open it. 
 
 

 READ Matthew 11:28-30, John 14:27. While these seals can be quite troubling, how do you respond to Christ’s invitations and 
words of encouragement? 

 
LEADER NOTE:  If this text in Revelation 6 and 7 has taught us anything, it’s taught us what we already know.  This world is deeply 
troubled.  Around every corner there is more brokenness and sadness.  Each day presents greater challenges than the prior.  As God 
was extending the curses upon mankind (Genesis 3:16-19), we get the picture of increased pains in child-birth – while the reality was 
that actual childbirth would be excruciatingly painful, so would the matters of the world, and it would get worse as the years go by.     
We also get the picture of an earth that would continue to produce “thorns and thistles” that would forever be the plight of the farmer.  
While this is the reality – farmers and gardeners have to deal with weed prevention and maintenance, humanity would have to deal 
continually with what Paul refers to as a “thorn in my side” (2 Corinthians 12:7) – persecution, “a messenger of Satan, to torment” us.  
Christ in Matthew and John here reminds us that He knows these struggles, He’s experience them firsthand as well, and He extends His 
invitation to us that while we feel this persecution and unrest, that He’s our solution, He’s our peace, He’s our rest.  Nothing in this 
world, be they personal desires, control, food and drink, matters of health (images of what the four horsemen revealed are gripped in 
sin) can save us or provide us reprieve from the enemy.  Only the Lord can.   

 
 
 



 
LEADER NOTE: This question is typically the highest degree of risk, where your group members are challenged to consider now how the 
theme that you’ve been talking about now hits the road and takes shape in their lives.   
 
READ Revelation 7:9-12.  Revelation 6:17 asks the question within all this chaos, “who can stand?”  Revelation 7 tells us that alongside 
the angels, all of Christ’s disciples will stands as well.  As life now presents its persecutions and struggles, do you feel that you can stand? 
How so? What patterns and habits keep you upright? 
 
LEADER NOTE: As your group has been wrestling through understanding this difficult portion of text, we continually need to understand 
that within all of scriptures, we’re challenged to do something with it.  It’s been preserved for us to be drawn closer to the Lord, and to 
find strength and rest in Him.  This question desires to give word and affirmation to that process.  Members in your group might have a 
tough time answering the first portion of the question, if they can stand.  Help them see that what we saw in the fifth seal, that the Lord 
has paid the price for our sin, and made the payment in full – so that, we can in fact stand – not on our own power, but upon His love 
and grace.  There’s no other way.  Find ways to encourage each other upon their journey’s of faith.  While we’re all at different stages, 
struggling in different ways – we all have the same ground at the foot of the cross to stand upon.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CLOSE YOUR MEETING: Invite your members into a time of prayer, chatting through your on-going prayer needs, updating each other 
on where things are at! Be sure to in the midst of this, to offer prayers of gratitude & thanksgiving! 
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: As you know, this following question is completely optional, and is intended for the participants’ personal reflection. 
 
READ Revelation 6:1-17 and Psalm 11.  Revelation 6 told us of some pretty drastic measures coming, ending with “who can stand?”  The 
Psalmist appears to wrestle with the same reality at v.3.  Following, David answers his own question.  How can you apply his answer to 
your own life? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAKING IT HOME 

ADDITIONAL SELF STUDY (Optional Personal Reflection Questions) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SERMON GUIDE NOTE SHEET with blanks filled in  

LEADERSHIP TRAINING ARTICLE 

Sermon Series: “REVELATION”  
Message Title: “Last Word on Evil”  
Bible Text: Revelation 6-7 

Dr. Justin Carruthers 
Gateway Community Church 

February 13, 2022 

“The Last Word on Evil” 

  

  

THE PLAIN-MAIN THING 

  

 The four horsemen = a picture of the effects of _TOTAL DEPRAVITY__ [human 

evil] in the world. 

  

  

DIGGING DEEPER 

  

1) The white horse = a __COUNTERFEIT__ gospel revealed in the __LUST_ for 

personal conquest [a spiritual evil]. 

2) The red horse = the lust for __WAR__ [a social evil]. 

3) The black horse = __FAMINE__ [an ecological evil]. 

4) The pale horse = sickness unto _DEATH_ [a biological evil]. 

  

  

TAKING IT HOME 
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LEADING A MISSIONAL GROUP 

Winter 2022 Semester | WEEK #4 

 
At Gateway, we desire our Life Groups to be both relational and transformational. We want people within them to 
experience community and to be discipled – to be transformed into the image of Christ.  But that’s not all. We also want 
them to be missional! Jesus came to earth with a mission – to reconcile us to God. He did that in part by caring about the 
spiritual and physical needs of the people He encountered. 
 
Whether it was comforting and challenging the woman at the well, feeding the 5,000, or healing the blind, Jesus met the 
tangible needs that were right in front of Him. In a parable in Matthew 25, Jesus declared: 
 
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom 
prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you 

gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and 
you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.” 

 
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to 
drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in 

prison and go to visit you?’ 
 

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for 
me.’ (Matthew 25:34-40) 

 
Jesus didn’t tell us to write a check.  He told us to get involved in the grit and grime of people’s daily lives. We’re called to 
invite the poor wanderer into our homes, not to keep them at arm’s length and serve them “out there.” We’re called to 
invite others into our lives and enter into theirs. 
 
So, what does this mean for Life Groups? Is it just another thing to add to our busy schedules? Ultimately, this is not about 
a service project once a month – it’s about living missionally. It’s a lifestyle of intentionally loving those around us and 
helping them know who Jesus is through our actions. Our vocational calling is to be on mission every day. 
 
Discipling others and having influence in their lives gives us the responsibility to help them understand the mission Jesus 
calls us to. They need to catch the vision to love and serve others.  
So, while living missionally isn’t about just doing a service project, 
practically speaking it may very well begin there. Often service 
projects can open your group members’ eyes to needs they’ve 
never seen before, enabling them to enter into others’ lives in 
new ways. 
 
In terms of first steps, this likely means having your group 
participate in one of our ‘Service’ projects and then going from 
there.   
 
Ask yourself: What is Christ calling you to do considering the 
passions you have and the people He’s called you to and placed 
around you? And how can you get your group involved in that? 

Some Things to Consider: 
 

 What are some experiences you’ve had with 
living missionally –loving and serving others –as 
an individual? 

 What are some experiences you’ve had with 
living missionally as part of a group? 

 Where do you personally feel called to serve?  

 Are there ways your group can come alongside 
you in that? 

 Brainstorm: What are some ways our groups 
can be missional? 

 


