
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTES: 
 
THIS WEEK: 
 PREPARATION FOR YOUR THIRD MEETING: 

 Communicate with your group! Be sure to let your whole group know what to expect for the coming meeting.  Who’s in charge 
of snacks and treats? Which questions are you focusing on? Remind them of your serve project coming up, remind them to get 
the Sermon Guides either online or at the church foyer.   

 Plan your approach to the discussion questions.  Be sure that you do your own homework and see what questions resonate 
with your heart, and what you might suspect will resonate with your group.  Remember, it is never the expectation to go 
through all the questions, but to enter into discussion about the themes of the biblical text we’re exploring.   

 Have you talked about the covenant yet? The covenant is a document that emphasizes the need to commit and belong to each 
other as a Life Group.  It outlines the expectations that you have of each other to include everyone in discussion, and also in 
respect to privacy and boundaries.     Find it online on the LEADER TOOLS page near the bottom of the page.  Remember, that 
this  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 PICTURES! 

 We love seeing your group meeting, in service, and socially hanging out.  Post your pictures to Instagram or Facebook with the 
hashtag #gatewaylifegroups, or email/text them to pastor Adam. 

 SERVE PROJECTS 

 Book your serve project ASAP! Find the selection of projects online at gatewaycrc.org/lifegroups/serve.  Contact pastor Adam 
with questions, a number of groups have been asking today to book projects! So if you have priorities – get in touch soon! 

 As you plan your serve projects, be sure to make sure that your whole group has a SERVE shirt! If they are missing and needing 
a new one – we’ve got LOT’S! Just let me know and we can arrange for you to get what you need.    

 ATTENDANCE: 

 Follow the email that our system will send you to fill out your weekly attendance, do it as your group ends, so that you don’t 
forget!  Need help – contact pastor Adam. 

 GUIDE FORMAT: 

 I’m curious if this full page format of the Leaders Guide works better for you?? LET ME KNOW IF IT IS! 
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LEADER NOTE: We provide you with these fun, light hearted questions, to draw out all voices in your group.  Consider inviting all to 
respond, by saying, “let’s go around the room and hear everyone answer this question…”     
  
1) What is your favorite: breakfast, lunch, or dinner? Why? 
LEADER NOTE: Invite your group to consider the three options, and be sure to ask why they answered the way that they did!  Have fun 
and laugh together! 

  
 
 
2) Have you ever done any extreme sports like skydiving or bungee jumping? If you haven’t, would you? 
LEADER NOTE: Use this question to learn more about the members of your group, learning about the lives that they have lived.   
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LEADER NOTE: These are two questions that have your group reflecting upon last Sunday’s message.  The first question will always be 
the same, and the second one is provided from our teaching pastor from the service. 
 
1) Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything that particularly caught your attention, challenged, or 
confused you?    
LEADER NOTE: We will regularly remind you to be a good student yourself as you listen to the messages on Sunday mornings.  Take your 
own notes, and write down your own questions that you’re asking of the text.  Share that with your members, model this behavior! 
 
2) This weekend Pastor Justin noted that the image of Jesus in Revelation 5:5-6 isn't of cute “baby Jesus” or 
even our cultural “buddy Jesus.” It is of the bloodied, conquering, Lion-Lamb, King Jesus on his throne. How 
does this picture of Jesus change your perspective of Him?  
 
   
  
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: These are three questions that we ask each week and have us look at each passage we study through the same lens.   
Some groups go through each of the questions, and others have taken the opportunity to ask an overarching question with all three 
questions in mind, “What strikes you all together about this passage?” 
 
READ Revelation 5:1-5 
1) GOD - What does this passage say about the character of God?  
 
2) THE WORLD - What does this passage say about fallen humanity?  
 
3) ME - Where does this passage specifically expose sin or unbelief in my own life? How does it specifically call me to change my thinking, 
redirect my affections, replace my behaviors, and trust my Savior?  
 
 
 

 
1) READ Revelation 4:1-6. The church and our lives are surrounded by God’s glory and presence.  What do you picture God’s glory to 
look like? How do you experience this in your life? 
 
LEADERS NOTE: In this passage of scripture, John gets very descriptive of what he sees playing out in front of him.  However, take note 
of the progression of the text.  Look back for a moment to how chapter 3 comes to a close, with Jesus standing at the door of the church 
of Laodicea – He’s there, ready and willing, to receive His people back into His love and care, back into the authority of His Right Hand.  
Then, as chapter 4 opens, John points out a door that is open and He describes the scene that is behind the closed door of the church 
of Laodicea.  It’s a fascinating image to think about, especially just after Jesus told us Himself, that while He is ready to spit them out of 
His mouth, He’s there on the other side of the door in all His glory, with the Father.  It’s even more neat to see that if the Laodicean’s 
were to walk through this open door, while they would see all this incredible activity and excitement in front of them, the first thing that 
they need to pass through is the “sea of glass” – which points us to the large basin for washing that was in the temple.  It’s the baptismal 
font where they are invited to be cleansed of their wrong doings.  You can almost hear Christ’s prayer for them, that like David, in Psalm 
51, that they too would recognize their depravity and pray, “Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.” 
 
DISCUSSION TIP: What might be a good idea, is before asking this question, to read the text as a group, and then work with your group 
to point out all the descriptive language that John is using to describe what he is seeing and experiencing.  Ask yourselves the following 
additional question as you go about doing this: 
 
ADDITIONAL QUESTION: 

QUICK REVIEW 

GOD’S STORY - TRIADS 

DIGGING DEEPER 



 What does this imagery convey about the throne room of God? 
 
 

 READ Exodus 33:17-23. Moses asks the Lord to “Please show me your glory.”  However, the Lord does not reveal to Moses 
anything, and even hides Moses from Himself as He passes by.  What changed between Moses’ experience and John’s vision 
of the Throne Room in Revelation 4-5? 
 

LEADERS NOTE: In the Exodus reference we go back significantly in time to before when the Israelites took ownership of the promised 
land.  They received the command to pack up and leave the Sinai desert, and to make their way to the promised land.  But, because 
they had continually forgotten the ways of God, the Lord said to Moses and to whole nation, “but I will not go up among you.”  God 
actually told them that they were going to have to travel alone.  No more pillar of smoke by day, or pillar of fire by night.  Moses pleads 
with the Lord, saying that “If your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from here.” Essentially saying, “if you don’t go with 
us, we don’t want to go there.”  Moses goes on to plead with the Lord to reveal Himself, to show Himself to Moses, as he longs for that 
deeper connection, to be more aware of God’s plans and actions.  But God suggests to Moses, that “now is not the time, that for now 
you simply have to trust that I am taking care of all things.” For Moses, and us, this is a difficult task.  We want to know more, we want 
to be aware; however, we need to recognize once again that the Lord is in ultimate control, and guiding us to the exact place that John 
has now been a witness to – to Himself, in the fullness of His Glory.  We’re all in a process of being readied to enter. 
 
 
2) READ Revelation 4:11. In our worship we recognize that God has “created all things,” and that everything exists with His knowledge 
and power.  How do we make sense then of all that is happening in our world now? 
 
LEADER NOTE:  In this throne room worship service that is happening, the 24 elders sing this song in 4:11 to God, while He sits upon the 
throne, singing of His worthiness of all the glory, honor, and power.  In this song, they sing the reason, that because He was the one 
who created all things, and put all things into motion.  They have the firm understanding that before everything was, God is; that from 
the very get go of the world, God already was.  It’s a staggering thought 
to consider, especially as you see a graphic on the right, with the sun 
and the planets, and a tiny arrow point to the tiny blue and green dot, 
that says “YOU ARE HERE.”  As we worship God, we worship the one 
who created each one of us, and placed us upon this planet that is so 
small in comparison to everything else in our solar system, let along 
our universe.  Every once in a while, we need a good dose of heavenly 
perspective, that our lives are about so much more than the dim reality 
that we currently live in.  Pandemics, floods, tension, wars, political 
unrest – yes, are terrible things –  but our worship of the creator, and 
the need to develop the same understanding that Moses discovered 
in Exodus 33, is paramount for us to discover the realness of this 
throne room scene, and this song that the elders sing!  God has things 
in control, He has things in motion, and all of it – points to this moment 
in Revelation 4.   
 
 
3) READ Revelation 5:6-10. As we enter worship, whether in a church service or through private devotion and prayer, we often come 
feeling unworthy or ill-equipped.  What is there about this passage that might inspire you to approach the Lord with confidence and 
assurance? 
 
LEADER NOTE:  We come to scriptures as unworthy and ill-equipped because we are just that.  We are not God, we are not Jesus Christ, 
and we’re certainly not the Holy Spirit.  We simple don’t have the same perspective – we see ourselves in a very dim way, and we need 
to understand that we’re right where we need to be! That place is us growing in more awareness of God’s call upon us to rely more and 
more, each day, upon Him and upon His provision!  Look back through the Seven Letters to the Seven Churches, for those of them who 
were quite affluent, they thought that they had it all together, but Jesus commands them to find their resources and sustenance in Him!  
Paul writes famously to the Corinthians the passage about love in 1 Corinthians 13.  He tells what love is, and what love is not.  At v.12 
he says, in respect to our ability to love, “for now we see in a mirror dimly, but then [at Christ’s ultimate return] face to face.  Now I know 
in part; then [at Christ’s return] I shall fully know, even as I have been fully known.”   This passage in Revelation emphasizes our inability, 
and Christ’s full and complete ability to not only open and read the scrolls, but to bring us to a place where we can more fully know its 
teachings and commands.   
 
 



  How do the following passages help you in that approach? 
 

Proverbs 3:26 
 
LEADER NOTE:  The Lord will be our ability; He will be all that we need to do what He has commanded us to do.   It’s interesting to take 
note that as He is the one who commanded us to live a life of love and compassion, that it is also only He that can be the resource to 
help us to do it! 

 
Isaiah 41:10 

 
LEADER NOTE:  We must remember that as He promised to do all these things, that He will be with us.  As He has commanded us to live, 
He’s provided the way, now we see that He’ll never leave us to sort it out on our own.  It’s why in the book of John, we are told about 
the “helper” who will come – John 14:16, 26, 15:26, 16:7.   
 

Philippians 4:13 
  
LEADER NOTE:  Paul here ultimately recognizes where exactly His strength and ability comes from.  As we are invited to strive to run 
the race to win the “crown of life” that we talked about last week, once again, we’re reminded of where our true source of help and 

provision comes from.  
 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: This question is typically the highest degree of risk, where your group members are challenged to consider now how the 
theme that you’ve been talking about now hits the road and takes shape in their lives.   
 
READ Revelation 5:11-14.  In the worship service depicted in Revelation 4-5, we take note that the service is never about humankind.  
What do these chapters teach us about our focus in worship?  How do we apply that to our lives now? 
 
LEADER NOTE: The only times that humanity come up in this passage are moments when praise and honor are being given towards the 
Lord God, and towards the Lamb who was slain – Jesus Christ!  Like we’ve been seeing all along, the culmination of the work of the Lord 
is not about our individuality, but about His supremacy.  The elders worship, and the four living creatures worship, and even in 4:6, the 
living creatures are described as being “full of eyes in front and behind.”  Now, here, unlike Moses before, people are brought into full 
awareness of God and His power, as they are invited into His perfect presence.  How does this challenge us in our worship? More and 
more we need to recognize that worship is less about who is worshipping and more about who is being worshipped.  As pastor Justin 
talked about – we’re designed to worship, and if we’re not worshipping God, we’re worshipping something else.  So first off, we need 
to be aware of who we’re giving glory to.  Is it Netflix? Social media? Our Truck? Our children? That sport we can’t live without? That 
hobby you can’t stop talking about? Secondly, we need to recognize how we worship.  Are we focusing on our needs as we engage in 
it? Is our focus being pulled away by matters of unimportance? Are we doing the things we’re created to do?  
 
 
 
 
 
CLOSE YOUR MEETING: Invite your members into a time of prayer, chatting through your on-going prayer needs, updating each other 
on where things are at! Be sure to in the midst of this, to offer prayers of gratitude & thanksgiving! 
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: As you know, this following question is completely optional, and is intended for the participants’ personal reflection. 
 
READ Luke 4:16-28, Revelation 5:6-8.  Luke records a time when Jesus open up a scroll of scripture and read it during a typical Jewish 
service in a synagogue.  After He delivered a brief sermon (v.21) and explained Himself (v.23-27), His audience was left deeply offended.  
Why were they this upset? What is the difference between Luke’s account and John’s vision? 

 
 

TAKING IT HOME 

ADDITIONAL SELF STUDY (Optional Personal Reflection Questions) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERMON GUIDE NOTE SHEET with blanks filled in  

Sermon Series: “REVELATION”  
Message Title: “Last Word on Worship”  
Bible Text: Revelation 4-5 

Dr. Justin Carruthers 
Gateway Community Church 

February 6, 2022 

“The Last Word on Worship” 

  

THE HUMAN REALITY 

  

 People who do not __WORSHIP__ are swept into other forms of _WORSHIP__. 

   

QUICK REVIEW 

  

 Revelation is a prophesy - a __WINDOW__ into a divine reality 

 Revelation is an apocalypse - an __UNVEILING__ of the truth 

   

TWO PRINCIPLES WHEN READING APOCALYPTIC LITERATURE 

  

1) The _PLAIN_ are the _MAIN_ things and the _MAIN_ things are the _PLAIN_ 

things Allistar Begg 

2) The primary concern of revelation is not the _HOW_ or the _WHEN_, but the 

_WHO_  and the _WHY_ 

  

WHAT DOES THE THRONE OF GOD DO FOR YOU? 

  

 It empowers __JOY AND PEACE_____ 

 It empowers __HOPE FOR TODAY___ 
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MOST IMPORTANT JOB AS A LIFE GROUP 
LEADER - PRAYER 
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Jim Egli, the small groups pastor at a Vineyard church in Illinois, had a question: What’s the most important part of leading 
a small group? 
 
To answer that question, he completed a Ph.D. degree and did extensive statistical research involving over 3,000 small 
group leaders in more than 200 churches. Obviously, he really wanted to know.  
 
So, what did he find? He found that the single most important dimension of leading a group is your prayer life –your 
connection to God as a leader. 
 
Egli and his research partner investigated all sorts of aspects of small groups, asking their respondents questions about 
group dynamics, leadership behaviors, and group meetings. But they found that the health and growth of a group are tied 
most closely to the unseen dimension of a group leader’s relationship with God. 
 
The biggest results came from leaders’ answers to these questions: 

 How consistently do you take time for prayer and Bible reading? 

 Are you praying daily for your non-Christian friends to come to know Jesus? 

 How many days in the past week did you pray for your small group members? 

 Do you pray for your group meetings in the days leading up to it? 

 How much time on average do you spend in daily prayer and Bible reading? 
 
Those leaders with a strong relationship with God –as indicated by their answers to these questions –led small groups 
which experienced a deeper level of care between members and had a clearer sense of mission beyond the group. They 
also raised up more leaders and generated more new groups. And the greatest difference was in evangelistic impact --
such leaders’ groups were four times likelier to see people brought to Christ through the influence of the group than 
groups led by leaders with a weaker prayer life.  
 
You may think you may need to spend more time preparing for your small group discussion or touching base with your 
members outside group or organizing social activities or service projects. And that may be true. But don’t neglect your 
prayer life. Your relationship with God will have more impact on your group than anything else you do. 
 
To learn more, check out:  
http://www.smallgroups.com/articles/2010/small-group-leaders-most-important-job.html?paging=off    
 
Some Things to Consider: 

 What are your answers to the five questions above? 

 What has been your biggest impediment to spending time with God on a consistent basis? How could you (or how 
have you) overcome it? 

 What are one or two practical things you can start doing to improve your prayer life? 

 What advice would you give to a new Christian who is just beginning to develop a prayer life? 

LEADERSHIP TRAINING ARTICLE 

http://www.smallgroups.com/articles/2010/small-group-leaders-most-important-job.html?paging=off


LIFE GROUP TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER 
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Prayer is an important part of being in a Life Group, but it can also be intimidating. We find that group prayer goes better 
when we follow four simple guidelines: 
 
ALWAYS TAKE THE TIME TO PRAY TOGETHER: It is vital to the health of your group and to spiritual growth 
 
WE PRAY FORONE TOPIC AT A TIME: Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request either before prayer begins 
or during prayer time. Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it’s covered, the group 
moves to the next topic.  
 
PRAY MORE THAN ONCE: Because the group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is encouraged to pray several 
times during prayer for topics they feel most led to pray about.  
 
NO ONE IS REQUIRED TO PRAY: There is no expectation that you personally pray out loud in groups if you’d rather not. 
 
KEEP OUR PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE: Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the 
point. When someone prays for a long time, it’s hard for members to stay focused and it tends to intimidate those who 
may just be learning to pray out loud in a group setting. Remember, no one is required to pray. 
 
CONSIDER A FEW DIFFERENT TECHNIQUES: If you find that praying in a group of 12-15 is too large, consider some of the 
techniques we discussed in training -in the same way you could have two or three separate groups talking about 
questions and then coming together, you can utilize the same tool in prayer. Pray in groups of 4-5 and then bring it 
together. Also, consider praying as groups of men and women. You'd be surprised at how different the prayers are when 
you do that. It might even inspire a little more honesty. 
 
KEEP IT ‘PERSONAL’: As much as possible, encourage members to pray for more immediate concerns. Things like 'poverty 
in Africa' is no laughing matter, but consider prayers that apply more directly to your group. Again, this will help fulfill our 
mission of 'cultivating meaningful relationships' even as we lift up one another in prayer. Another benefit is that it will also 
help against ‘gossip prayers.’ 

 


