
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTES: 
 
THIS WEEK: 
 PREPARATION FOR YOUR FIRST MEETING: 

 Be in prayer for those in your group in advance, that the Lord would bring 
together your group for an amazing semester of Life Groups, where all would 
truly grow in meaningful relationships – both with each other, and with the 
Lord.   

 Plan your meeting to simply be a social.  We deeply understand that 
relationships are vital for the growth of the church, and ultimately your group.  
As people get to know each other, their support of each other, and their ability 
to reach out will increase as the relationships grow.  So, plan your first night to 
simply hang out.  While doing so, be sure to talk about your hopes and dreams 
for you group, bring up the Covenant, and your desire that all would commit 
to the group.   

 Plan to follow necessary health protocols.  As we have heard clarification from 
Dr. Bonnie Henry that bible study groups can continue without vaccine 
requirements or capacity restrictions, the mask mandate is still applicable.  If 
you decide not to wear masks in your home our encouragement to you is to 
have this conversation with your group first. Consider personal emails to each 
member so that they don't feel social pressure to say "yes" or "no" publicly. 
Then you can share with the group what everyone is comfortable with. Without 
knowledge of everyone's level of comfort in your group, we will be asking you 
as leaders to set the example and to wear masks when meeting together. We 
want to do as much as we can to provide opportunities for all members of 
Gateway, and especially our new Life Group members, to gather and grow in 
our community.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 PICTURES! 

 We love seeing your group meeting, in service, and socially hanging out.  Post 
your pictures to Instagram or Facebook with the hashtag #gatewaylifegroups, 
or email/text them to pastor Adam. 

 SERVE PROJECTS 

 Book your serve project ASAP! Find the selection of projects online at 
gatewaycrc.org/lifegroups/serve.  Contact pastor Adam with questions.  

 ATTENDANCE: 

 Follow the email that our system will send you to fill out your weekly 
attendance, do it as your group ends, so that you don’t forget!  Need help – 
contact pastor Adam. 

 

 
LEADER NOTE: We provide you with these fun, light hearted questions, to draw out all 
voices in your group.  Consider inviting all to respond, by saying, “let’s go around the 
room and hear everyone answer this question…”     
  
1) You can have an unlimited supply of one thing for the rest of your life, what is it? 
Sushi? Scotch Tape? Printer ink? Anything... 
LEADER NOTE: Invite your group to dream as big as they wish, or as practical as they 
desire! Laugh with each other, and have fun! 

  
 
 
2) If you could see one movie again for the first time, what would it be? why? 
LEADER NOTE: Use this question to learn more about the members of your group, 
learning about the lives that they have lived.   
 
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: These are two questions that have your group reflecting upon last 
Sunday’s message.  The first question will always be the same, and the second one is 
provided from our teaching pastor from the service. 
 
1) Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything that 
particularly caught your attention, challenged, or confused you?    
LEADER NOTE: This is a good spot to encourage your group to grab the sermon guide we 
prepare from the tables in the foyer by the auditorium doors, or print them from the 
digital bulletin link on the livestream website.  Model the practice of filling in the blanks 
of the first page, take extra notes during the message, and even record on these guides 
the questions your asking as the pastor preaches! 
 
2) This past Sunday, Pastor Justin said that “obedience is better 
than revelation.”  How did that hit you? 
LEADER NOTE:  This question draws upon the first point that 
pastor Justin made, that we need to “reclaim the book of 
Revelation.”   
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LEADER NOTE: These are three questions that we ask each week and have us look at 
each passage we study through the same lens.    
 
READ Revelation 1:1-6 
1) GOD - What does this passage say about the character of God?  
 
2) THE WORLD - What does this passage say about fallen humanity?  
 
3) ME - Where does this passage specifically expose sin or unbelief in my own life? How 
does it specifically call me to change my thinking, redirect my affections, replace my 
behaviors, and trust my Savior?  
 
 
 

 
1) READ Revelation 1:1-3. Given the interesting and complex nature of the book of 
Revelation, how are you feeling about approaching this book with your Life Group? 
 
LEADERS NOTE: Studying scripture in and of itself can be intimidating, after all, the bible 
is an ancient book!  The Old Testament covers a wide range of history, from the 
beginning of time, to several hundred years before Christ’s birth.  The New Testament 
then has a scope of 70-75 years following Christs birth.   Its content spans several 
millennia! No wonder it’s difficult to interpret and apply to 21st century life!  This book 
of Revelation, is particularly difficult.  Pastor Justin in the introductory booklet to this 
series quotes John Calvin who says of his study of Revelation, “I don’t understand it.”   In 
this opening question, allow the members of your group to accept and sit in the tension 
and struggle that the coming 9 weeks of study will offer us.  Affirm their hesitations and 
their nervousness.  While also, join them in their curiosity and desire to learn!  Remind 
them that our Life Groups are designed to be safe places where hard questions can be 
asked, and difficult concepts to be embraced.  Remind your group also, that we’re not 
necessarily biblical scholars or commentators.  We don’t have all the answers.  But it is 
still good to ask the questions we have, hence the follow-up question: 
 
 
 
 

 What questions do you have about Revelation? 
 
LEADERS NOTE:  Some might feel that it is wrong to ask questions of the text, and that 
we have to take it at its face value.  However, this book in particular, has a fair share of 
difficult language and imagery – it is not only just good for us to ask questions of it, but 

it also effective.  As we ask questions we do several things.  (1) It first gives voice to our 
curiosity, affirming that we don’t have all the answers along the way.  (2) It gives 
opportunity for others to ask the same questions.  (3) It gives opportunity for someone 
who might know the answer to help the curious find their way to greater understanding.  
(4) When left unanswered, it puts us in our place of where we really are – we’re not 
God, and we don’t know all the answers.  Sometimes, we simply just need to affirm our 
need to rest in the mystery.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2) READ Acts 1:6-11 & Revelation 1:5-7. Both Revelation and Acts call us to repentance, 
obedience, and perseverance.  As we carry out our Christian calling, identify our purpose 
as Christians and consider why its so difficult to pursue. 
 
LEADER NOTE:  The two passages here have a similar link.  Luke records Jesus’ command 
to His disciples ahead of His Ascension, saying in Acts 1:8, “you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  John in Revelation 
1:6 writes Christ “made us a kingdom, priests to His God and Father.”  It is important to 
see the missional task assigned to all disciples in these verses.  It is interesting in the 
Acts reference to read “to the ends of the earth,” in that the known world at time of 
writing was limited to the three continents – surrounding the Mediterranean Sea – Asia, 
Europe, and Africa.  Even then, the understanding of this vast area was limited.  One 
must be driven to consider the knowledge that Christ had as He said these words, that 
this commands would be extended to modern day disciples.  Then here in Revelation 
1:6, we read once again that Christ’s disciples are to be priests within His kingdom.  1 
Peter 2:9 captures the role of this priests saying, “you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.”  Peter is 
telling us that it is the prerogative of the Christian Disciple to proclaim the Good News 
of Jesus Christ to all!  While this answer may certainly be an obvious one, that our 
purpose is to grow God’s kingdom, it serves as a reminder of our calling, and puts into 
the forefront of our minds the task that lies ahead of us.  While you answer this question 
with your group, allow your members to wrestle with the difficulty of actually following 
through.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOD’S STORY - TRIADS 

DIGGING DEEPER 



 At Gateway, we started the “Who’s Your Four” initiative a number of years ago 
(gatewaycrc.org/media-resources/four).  Consider recommitting to this 
initiative and share with your Life Group the 1-4 people you will be praying for 
this semester. 

 
LEADER NOTE: We have handed out the Pi2 prayer cards a few times over the past few 
years, where it is taught that our purpose is to engage our neighbors in conversation 
about our faith.  The Pi2 process starts with PRAYER, and being aware of and concerned 
for those four names on our list.  The second part encourages us to INVEST ourselves in 
the lives of the people we’ve named.  No deep conversation will start where there is no 
relationship.  The final part, and really, the beginning part for the named person, is to 
INVITE them to take the appropriate next steps – perhaps an invite to church, to a prayer 
to Jesus, maybe to start entering scripture, maybe to more conversation.  Not everyone 
in your group will be able to identify 4 names, express to them that is okay! If you have 
someone who struggles to come up with one name, encourage them to approach the 
Lord for direction to someone.   
 
 
 
 
3) READ Revelation 1:12-16. After reading John’s account of what Jesus looks like as 
stands amongst the seven churches (the golden lampstands), what do you see in your 
minds-eye? What words would you use to describe this picture? 
 
LEADER NOTE:  In one of Pastor Marcel’s recent sermons, one of his points was, 
“Interpret scripture with scripture.”  That statement is absolutely true, and is needed 
here at this passage.  As John is recording this letter that will be scrutinized by the 
opposing authorities before being passed along to its intended recipients – the Seven 
Churches – he writes in a way that will only make sense to his audience.  So he weaves 
in imagery that they would quickly understand, and that would only sound like nonsense 
to those scrutinizing the letter.   Without going into all the detail here, this particular 
passage is drawing upon the prophecy recorded in Zechariah 4, where the prophet there 
hears from the Lord that God’s presence amongst His people would be renewed.  John 
now records how that is going to happen, that the presence of God will be manifested 
in Jesus Christ in amazing and profound ways amongst the whole church – the whole 
congregation of God.  This passage reveals to us that God will accomplish the full 
building of the temple, of His church.  Take notes also of what Peter writes, in 1 Peter 
2:5, “you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 
Priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”  You see, 
Christ’s disciples are the very building blocks of His church, the “living stones,” not the 
pieces of rock formed into shapes to build an actual structure. 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: This question is typically the highest degree of risk, where your group 
members are challenged to consider now how the theme that you’ve been talking about 
now hits the road and takes shape in their lives.   
 
READ Revelation 1:20 & Matthew 25:32-33.  It is interesting to see that the lampstands 
(i.e. the churches) are held in Christ’s right hand.  Many years before, Jesus tells us that 
the sheep will be placed on His right—a special place of God’s specific care and 
authority.  What comfort does this picture give you for the church? For your Life Group? 
For your own journey of faith? 
 
LEADER NOTE: Once again, we interpret scripture with scripture! A look at the symbol 
of the right hand throughout scripture gives a picture of that special place of God’s 
specific care and authority.  As you explore this theme of position of the “right hand” 
you see quickly that Jesus is at the right hand of God – that He exists at the place of God 
the Father’s care and authority.  Here in Matthew, we see the picture of the disciples of 
Jesus being placed on His right side.  Now in Revelation, we see the picture of the whole 
church (represented by the seven churches), being carried by Christ’s right hand.  This 
picture draws out how God’s people, through His Son, Jesus Christ, are perpetually 
within His care and attention.  Talk amongst your group about what this assurance 
means for what lives hands us – from pandemics, floods, and sickness; to birthdays, 
anniversaries, positive health outcomes, and growing relationships.  All these scenarios 
happen within His knowledge, and upon His right hand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
CLOSE YOUR MEETING: Invite your members into a time of prayer, chatting through your 
on-going prayer needs, updating each other on where things are at! Be sure to in the 
midst of this, to offer prayers of gratitude & thanksgiving! 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: As you know, this following question is completely optional, and is 
intended for the participants’ personal reflection. 
 
READ Revelation 1:7-8 & Philippians 2:1-1.  It is absolutely amazing that the One who 
was, is, and is to come—came and dwelt amongst us.  What is it that you look forward 
to the most when Christ comes again? 

 

TAKING IT HOME 

ADDITIONAL SELF STUDY (Optional Personal Reflection Questions) 



 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
HOW TO LEAD YOUR GROUP WELL 

Winter 2022 Semester | WEEK #1 

 
It’s Wednesday night, 7:00pm, and people are about to arrive for another night of Life 
Groups. What are you prioritizing in order to lead your group well? Here are just a few 
ideas for ensuring that your group is Connecting, Growing, and Serving:  
 
1. Create a Welcoming Environment:   
Is the seating comfortable? Is the temperature of the room pleasant? Is the space for 
people to talk and connect? FOOD always creates a welcoming environment too! Are 
distractions like cell phones put away or on silent? Set up a physical space that 
communicates to those walking through the door, ‘We were expecting you! And we 
prepared for you!’   
 
2. Create a Safe Place:   
Biblical hospitality is focused on creating a safe place to encounter the dangers and 
challenging truths of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. In a group setting, you can be intentional 
about this in a few ways:  

 First – Set a ground rule that ‘What is said in Life Group stays in Life Group.’   

 Second – When a group enters into complex and controversial topics, stay focused 
on having conversations instead of making statements.   

 Third – Don’t let one or two strong personalities dominate the conversation. 
Intentionally invite and value  
everybody’s contribution.  

 
3. Ask Good Questions:   
Discipleship is not necessarily about having all the right answers. It’s about asking the 
questions that lead people to the truth. Scripture records over 300 questions that Jesus 
asked. Whether you’re interacting with group members individually, or engaging them 
in a group discussion, a good group leader is more focused on asking questions than 
dispensing statements.   
 
4. Prayer:   
Pray for your group. Pray with your group. Be intentional and creative about how you 
encourage group members to pray together. Record what you’re praying for and how 
God answers them. Throughout scripture we find that whenever the people of God 
gather to pray, God shows up and shows off. So prioritize prayer!  
 

Sermon Series: “REVELATION”  
Message Title: “The Last Word”  
Bible Text: Revelation 1 

Dr. Justin Carruthers 
Gateway Community Church 

January 23, 2022 

“The Last Word” 
  
RECLAIMING THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
  

 __OBEDIENCE__ is better than ___REVELATION____ 

  
  
WHY WAS REVELATION WRITTEN? 
  

 To inspire ____OBEDIENCE____ in the midst of ___SUFFERING___ by affirming  

  

one hope-filled reality—__GOD WINS___! 

  
  

SIX CORE PRINCIPLES—REVELATION IS: 
  

1.     A call to action—Jesus is your ____LIFE___! 

  

2. A letter—It cannot mean for __US TODAY___ what it did not mean for  

  
 __THEM THEN__. 

  

3.    A message—of ______ENCOURAGEMENT AND HOPE______. 

  

4.    A challenge—___HOLD FAST__ to your faith. 

  
5.    A prophesy—a ___WINDOW __ into a divine reality. 

  

6.    An apocalypse—an ___UNVEILING__ of the truth. 

  
  
IF YOU KNOW THAT GOD WINS AND THAT SATAN IS THE ENEMY: 
  
1.    You won’t ___DEMONIZE__ other humans 

  

2.     You will realize that a battle is still waging, and ______CHRIST IS THE CURE___ 
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5. Connect Outside of Group:   
Find ways to connect outside of the Life Group time. Send emails or a Facebook page 
for your group. Send texts or make phone calls. Use the “CHURCH CENTER APP” 
(downloadable from both the Apple App store and Google play), “GroupMe,” or 
“WhatsApp.” Find time to ‘social’ together and ‘serve’ together. It’s not just about 
meeting for an hour a week. It’s about doing life together.   
 
6. Give Away Ownership:   
Give away ownership of the group. You can lead everything in the group yourself or you 
can lead well. By delegating bits and pieces of the group to others, you establish buy-in 
and responsibility to participants. When everyone feels ownership then they realize that 
when they missed group something very important was missing. Just one example:  
 
‘Food.’ Have people take turns bringing appetizers to group for some more hands-on 
involvement.   
 
The moment that people move from going to group to being in a group is a sign of 
transformation. Lead your group well! The first few nights might feel really awkward. 
But just give it some time. Consistent focus on creating welcoming environments, and 
safe places, asking good questions and praying for one another, connecting, playing, and 
serving with one another outside of the group and giving away ownership will eventually 
create a life-giving and transformational discipleship experience.   
 
Remember, our ultimate goal is “meaningful relationships centered on God’s Word and 
Prayer.” Make sure relational ministry is of prime importance during group time. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


