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The joys of servings as a Sunday morning kid’s church teacher are truly a blessing. Hearing the stomping of their 
little feet run up the stairs and down the hallway to their classrooms fills me with so much joy.  You can feel the 

energy and excitement in their bodies to learn more about God and hear all the wonderful stories about the peo-
ple and adventures in the bible. Another part that brings me joy is hearing their beautiful little voices sing during 

large group time, they know all the actions and sing their hearts out every time, it fills the whole room with so 
much joy. I love being able to serve and teach all these kids on how much Jesus loves them and that there is so 

much more to learn about him and what he has done for us. 

Karlina Postma | KIDS CHURCH TEACHER 

SUMMER CAMP STAFF COMMISSIONING 
Summer 2022 



Council Report 
Dear Gateway Community Church members, 
 
We are already a couple months into our ministry season, and it has been exciting to see how the Lord has been working.  We are 
excited to be able to meet as a congregation in person again for our upcoming congregational meeting on November 28th at 7:30 
pm in the auditorium. At that meeting we will have the opportunity to hear an update on many of the ministries of Gateway that I 
alluded to above. The main reason for the November Congregational Meeting is to review the budget for the upcoming fiscal 
year. 
 
In this package you will find extensive information on what is happening at Gateway as well as a detailed copy of the proposed 
budget. There is much work, thought, and prayer that goes into this each year, and the process starts months in advance. Minis-
try leaders and staff are consulted for the various ministry budgets, fixed costs like insurance, utilities, etc., are reviewed again, 

and a draft budget is formulated. It first goes to the Governing Council where it is reviewed, adjusted and was then approved on October 5. Then it was 
brought to full council and was approved there on November 2. Now it is in front of you with a motion brought forward by the full council. 
 
As a council we are made up of three bodies: The Ministering Deacons, Ministering Elders, and the Governing Council.  We have some new faces again 
this year.  The work of these men and women can be difficult at times, but it is also rewarding to see how the Lord is working through the staff and vol-
unteers at Gateway.  I was recently at a “Meet the Pastors Lunch” where we had over 30 new faces in attendance, and our youth ministries are also burst-
ing at the seams with over 190 youth attending between Edge and Summit alone.  It's also exciting to see just how many volunteers put in the work in our 
various ministries. We have over 400 Volunteer positions at Gateway, and over 216 unique individual volunteers working throughout the church! 
 
The Deacons and Elders of Gateway for this year are as follows: 
 
Ministering Deacons: Tony VanGarderen (Chair), Mike Barnum, Bernice Bowman, Jane Hanni, Brent Posthumus, and Henk Weijdeman. 
 
Ministering Elders: Jonathan Boer (Chair), Gerard Baars, Calvin Breukelman, Tim Vaandrager, Justin Carruthers, Adam Van Dop, and Marcel deRegt. 
 
Governing Council:  Matt Tinsley (Chair), Jason Maarhuis, Casey Pruim, Keith VanDelft, Tony VanGarderen, and Justin Carruthers. 
 
It is humbling to serve in the role of Chairperson of Council this year. I take the responsibility seriously and am always open to talk and get to know our 
members more.  As a council we ask for your prayers for us as leaders, and for our staff as well, as we continue through this ministry season and into our 
next fiscal year.  
  
In Christ, 
Matt Tinsley – Chairperson of Council 
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Dear Gateway Community Church Family, 
 
As I write this letter, it is almost a year ago to the day that the catastrophic atmos-
pheric river hit Sumas Prairie. You know the painful affects of these floods in our 
homes, and in our community. It is now confirmed that the floods from last year are 
the most expensive catastrophe in Canadian history.  
 
In the midst of that, the Lord was faithful! He provided help through the village that 
jumped into action in the aftermath. He also provided us the sure and certain hope 
that though storms may come, he is by our side. I have found comfort this past year in 
the words from Isaiah 41:10 – “Do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I 
am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous 

right hand.” God has, indeed, been faithful! 
 
I also thank God for you, the family of God, in the ways you have been the hands and feet of Jesus. As I shared 
with you on November 6th, God has been glorified through your faithful witness, serving in the donation cen-
ter, lodging ministry, making and distributing meals, the emergency response teams, the pantry and crisis re-
sponse, and helping raise over $1.4 Million in flood relief efforts which has now helped over 145 families to re-
furnish their homes. The Lord has been glorified through you!  
 
As we look ahead into the coming year of ministry, it is with the intention to build on our commitment to the 
mission Jesus gave us – to help people to love and serve Jesus. Jesus commissioned us to “go into all the world 
and make disciples” (Matthew 28:19-20). We have embraced the following strategy to see the Great Commis-
sion advance: 
 
MORE AND BETTER DISCIPLES 
 
Everything we do at Gateway is focused on this one goal – that men, women, boys and girls would be invited 
into a life-giving, ever-growing walk of faith with God and, from there, they would leverage their gifts, talents, 
vocations, and indeed their very lives to expand God’s Kingdom in the world.  
 
There is an old parable that says, “Give me a place to stand so I can move the world.” There is a temptation, 
however, to do just one of those two things well – to “have a place to stand” (inward, “better disciples” focus) 
or “to move the world” (outward, “more disciples” focus). But to walk with Jesus is to always do both. We have a 
firm conviction that the only way for the church to flourish and grow is if we stay committed to being 
“Biblically Serious. Community Driven. And Relentlessly Missional.” Never one, or even two, but always all 
three.  

"So in Christ we, though many, form one 
body, and each member belongs to all 

the others." 
Romans 12:5   

 
Being a Care Team 
Leader has solidified 
for me that every 
Christian has the re-
sponsibility of lifting 
each other up, praying 
for each other and 
building relationships 
within the church. 
When I was first 
asked to be a Care 
Team Leader I was 
hesitant and my first thought was to say 
no.  Even though I felt like Jonah and 
wanted to run in the other direction, I 
prayed about it and God placed it on my 
heart to accept.  I now have to admit that 
I was pleasantly surprised and thrilled 
that this has not felt like a burden at all. I 
have been so blessed to have the privi-
lege to reach out and talk with other 
members of the congregation on a regu-
lar basis.   

Karen Kiers 
CARE TEAM LEADER 

Helping people to love  
and serve Jesus 
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So, how can we do that as a congregation? 
 
MORE AND BETTER LEADERS 
 
We recognize that the work of the church and the expansion of God’s Kingdom, as far as it depends on us, requires 
the active engagement of the entire congregation doing their part. As leaders, we strive to follow the biblical model 
that our primary task is “…to equip Christ’s people for the work of ministry, and the building up of the body of 
Christ” (Ephesians 4:12). In that way, a pastor and elder is very much like a “player-coach.” We want the Lord to do 
great things in this congregation, but we know it will depend on the work of the Holy Spirit working through all of 
us together.  
 
I am absolutely amazed to share with you that Gateway has more than 400 official volunteer positions. This doesn ’t 
include informal service, or the various ways members of Gateway give of their time and talents outside the local 
church. Bless God for that.  
 
PREPARING FOR GROWTH 
 
As you will see in this Vision document, 2022 was a huge year of growth for Gateway. Our youth ministries have 
quadrupled in size over the course of the last two years, we welcomed into the family more than 30 new members, 
we celebrated 16 professions of faith, and are walking with many more families who are preparing to take the 
plunge to join us as members. Our church is growing, and God is doing great things!  
 
But with growth comes growing pains. As God brings more people to serve with us, we want to be faithful in calling 
each of them into a life of fully-devoted discipleship. With growth also comes change – not to our gospel impera-
tives (which, Lord willing, will never change), but to how we live those out. For instance, when a family grows they 
may need to create a house extension for more rooms, change the old dinner table for a larger one, and be more 
intentional about active communication with all of the family members who are increasingly diverse.  
 
For that, we need your help! We need you to step in and to help our elders continually discern the question,  
‘Where is God leading us?’  
 
Gateway, it is my privilege to be your lead pastor. Pray for your leaders as they seek to serve you well this coming 
year. 
 
In Christ, 
Justin Carruthers – Lead Pastor BROOKS GROOTENBOER’s BAPTISM 

Spring 2022 



Gateway Life Groups 
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“I have enjoyed my experience in the two life groups I’ve attended, and a third now, that I lead.  I’m glad that we are encouraged to try different groups 
out each season because now I know 23 people at the church because of the three groups I have been a part of.  Daniel ’s example of humble courage 
and faithfulness to God are so inspiring. Although we often haven’t followed in Daniel’s footsteps, it is inspiring to hear how he has responded and how 
to be an influencer rather than assimilate or segregate.  We had a wonderful time serving by putting together a baby shower in a box for a young couple 
who visits the pantry and just had a baby boy. We had two socials, crocheting a baby blanket evening and breakfast at Cora’s. It has been a blessing 
getting to know my Gateway brother’s & sisters as we get to know God.” 

Ineke Floris | LIFE GROUP LEADER 

450 ADULTS (19+) 
200 YOUTH & CHILDREN (0-18)  

LIFE GROUPS 
of attending ADULTS are in 

50 leaders & 114 members  
in 16 GROUPS 

 LIFE GROUP EVENTS 
Fall 2022 

[155 ADULTS] 

[average Sunday service attendance] 

Year in Review  
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SUNDAY MORNING VIEW FROM THE SOUNDBOOTH 
Summer 2022 

We have seen a steady increase in attendance at our in-person 
services over the past 12 months. The lifting of Covid restrictions 
earlier this year has meant that there are no limits on our attend-
ance numbers, and this has encouraged individuals and families to 
come back to church. 
 
We rejoice that so many people have returned to weekly worship 
services on site, and we are excited about the many new peo-
ple who have joined the Gateway family in that time. 
 
ONLINE SERVICES 
We continue to host our weekly worship services online as well as 
in-person. While our physical attendance has seen significant 
growth, our online viewership continues to be well used and re-
mains an important part of our weekly ministry reach. 
 
Over the last 12 months, Gateway’s online services has drawn 
viewers from: 
 
 Across Canada, including: British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatch-

ewan, Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Sco-
tia, Newfoundland and Labrador 

 36 countries around the globe, including: the United States, 
the United Kingdom, Ireland, Germany, Ukraine, Hungary, 
Kenya, Zambia, India, Australia and the Netherlands. 

*Assuming an average of 2.2 people 
watching each screen 

AVG SUNDAY ONLINE 
VIEWERSHIP* 

ADDITIONAL MONTHLY 
SERMON VIEWS 

approx. 500 people 800+ 

Our  
CHURCH 

FAMILY 
members 

by the 
numbers 

DID YOU KNOW? 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Our sermons are available on Spotify and Apple 
Podcasts!  Using either app, search for 
“Gateway Community Church” 

“I have been a part of the Gateway worship teams for around 5 years, all 
of it spent behind the soundboard. I am not a fan of being in the spotlight 
and serving in the media booth allows me to ensure that the spotlight is 
always shining on someone else. Serving as part of the worship teams 
allows me to use my giftings in the service of others, while also continu-
ously challenging myself to grow my skills and abilities. Being a part of the 
team has allowed me to create new relationships, with like minded service 
oriented individuals who enjoy having fun, while pursuing excellence in 
their craft.” 

Dan Veeneman 
GATEWAY WORSHIP 

Gateway Worship Services 
Year in Review  

At Gateway,  
there are   
 
                                               

unique volunteer positions 
leading our church ministries! 



Gateway Children, Youth, & Young Adults 
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“I have been a Summit Leader for 
two years now (I was an EDGE 
Leader prior), and I would say that 
it has been an amazing experi-
ence. The planning and organiza-
tion that goes into every night by 
Jayden and 
Marcel is such 
a blessing to 
us.  As leaders 
we don't have 
to worry about 
all the small 
details that go 
along with 
planning.  We 
show up for a 
fun night of games or an impactful 
study, and we don't have to do 
any of the prep work! Because of 
this, we get to show up and spend 
our evenings building relationships 
with our youth group, both in 
study and in fun, with what has 
been provided to us through the 
team. Our youth group seems to 
be growing weekly and the youth 
are genuinely excited to be there 
for both the 'fun' nights and the 
Bible Study nights.  I feel blessed 
and am thankful to be a part of 
Summit Youth.” 

Bryan Kornelius 
YOUTH LEADER 

Helping people to love  
and serve Jesus 

Being involved in children and youth ministry is always very exciting and an encouraging place to be. 
For those involved at 412 Ministries, we have the joy of being on the front lines of what is going on in 
the lives of our young people.  We are humbled by the joy and responsibility to serve in these roles. 
Over the past year we have seen growth in all ministries from Nursery to Young Adults.  On a weekly 
basis, including Summer Camp, we minister to over 460 people, providing opportunities to live into our 

vision for 1 Timothy 4:12: 
 

“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the 
believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.”  

 

This past year, our Children’s Ministries have undergone some staffing changes as well as adjusted to 
realities of a post-Covid ministry.  As we move forward, we continue to seek ways on how our Sunday 
morning Children’s ministry can be improved to better disciple our children.  GEMS and Cadet’s are 
growing. They both have seen a spike in attendance this season. Huge thank you to Megan K and 

Mike V and the many Counselors for their amazing commitment every Tuesday night.  We are blessed to see Summer 
Camp children now attending Gems and Cadets. 
 

With amazing mentor leaders, our EDGE ministry, grades 6-8, now surpasses 80 youth every Wednesday night and 
Summit ministry, grades 9-12, now surpasses 100 youth every Thursday night.  Jayden and I can’t thank our mentor 
leaders enough for their passion, energy, and commitment each week as they invest in the lives of our youth.  Our 
mentor leaders are the ones that make these ministries awesome for our youth. 
 

Our Young Adult ministry is gaining momentum. We have from 8-15 young adults attend our bi-weekly Bible Study. 
Lord willing, with the amazing efforts of our Young Adult Ministry Leaders, we will continue to see growth.  Next year, 
we have 67 youth and leaders who have joined our Mexico Missions Trip, and 14 youth and adults that have joined the 
Philippines ministry experience. That is over 80 people being sent from Gateway!   
 

As we continue to see the Lord’s blessing on the number of people who attend, more importantly we also see His 
blessing in the discussions we are having around His Word.  EGDE and Summit are using the Gospel Project Curricu-
lum that is taking our youth on a chronological walk through the Bible to understand God ’s redemptive plan for them. 
Lord willing, we will be using this curriculum in the other 412 Ministries so that all our 467 children and youth will be 
learning and discussing the same theme. Consistency in learning, consistency for family discussions.   
 

As we plan ahead, we look forward to new opportunities to minister to our children and youth, we look forward to 
growing our amazing volunteer team and we look forward to seeing how God is going to continue to move in the 
hearts and lives of your children and youth.  
 

Our children and youth are a wonder to behold, and we have the joy of hanging out with them every week. 
 
Marcel & Jayden 

Year in Review  
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Comments from Summer Camp families: 

 “They love each day more and more. I loved that since day 1 they were looking forward to the next day again. Thanks 
for the smiles every time you said hi to them, thanks for the special birthday day you made my son felt. All the outside 
activities were wonderful” 

 “My son loves this camp so much he literally talks about it all year!” 

 “Wonderful caring staff that go the extra mile to make everyone feel cared about! Thanks again for another great 
year.” 

 “Thank you for the wonderful few weeks of camp. All the staff were fantastic and made the camps so enjoyable! You 
guys all do an awesome job.” 

 “I appreciate how inclusive, communicative and supportive the staff are.” 
Many thanks to our 2022 Summer Camp Staff: Janae deRegt, Emma Conway, Kylah Tuin, & Levi Baart 

YOUTH participating in weekly ministries 
32 @ GEMS girls (grades 3-5) 
30 @ CADETS boys (grades 3-5) 
85 @ EDGE all students (grades 6-8) 
101 @ SUMMIT all students (grade 9-12) 

YOUNG ADULTS 
within our church family! 

CHILDREN participating in weekly ministries* 
12 in NURSERY (ages 0-2) 

59 in KIDS CHURCH (ages 3-grade 2) 
*71 average weekly attendance 

YOUNG ADULTS, YOUTH, & 
CHILDREN 

 in 412 Ministries 

DID YOU 
KNOW? 

There 
are 

DID YOU 
KNOW? 

There 
were 

CHILDREN 
that attended summer camp? 

122 from outside Gateway Church 
79 with no church affiliation 



Financial Update 
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FALL FESTIVAL 
Summer 2022 

Gateway  
Community  

Church  
in 2022 gave 

over and  
above the  
2022 budget! 

These funds were given to various ministries locally, regionally, and around the whole world! 
Here are a few highlights: 

$33,937 
BENEVOLENCE 

These funds are distributed to serve individuals and families in need. 

$20,512 
GAiN (the War in Ukraine) 

These fund were raised by the Gateway community to support the work of 
Global Aid Network, to reveal hope, and restore life in this war stricken area. 

$1,407,305 
ABBOTSFORD DISASTER REPONSE COALITION 

From Gateway and many beyond, 
the ADRC received these funds to 
help and support 144 families 
affected by the floods of 2021. 

$7,806 
ABBOTSFORD COMMUNITY 

These funds were collected by the Gateway community to support the Starfish 
Backpacks, Abbotsford Food Bank, the Salvation Army, and the Cyrus Center. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

$38,002 

This year, over and above our General 
Fund debt reductions, we have  

contributed an additional  

to reduce our debt. 

$30,925 
CANADIAN FOOD GRAINS 

These funds were raised as part of a global network of people of faith, called on 
to help those in need. These donations are quadrupled through Federal grants 
to equal $123,700 for the CFGB. 



Proposed 2023 Budget    
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“I gotta tell ya, being a door host can be a 
lot of fun. Meeting new people, seeing 

friendly faces, getting hugs from friends, 
and handshakes from others. During 

COVID restrictions it was a little sad since 
we weren’t allowed to 

hug, let alone shake 
any hands.  Thankful-
ly, I have a couple of 

friends who were ab-
solutely fine with giv-

ing hugs. Each Sunday 
I serve with the First  

Impressions Team,  
I try to be as friendly 

as I can, greeting 
with a smiling face  
and a cheery hello!   

sometimes it’s a “Good Morning” that 
may break into song...next time you see 

me at the doors, be sure to come and 
shake my hand.” 

Monique Huurman 
FIRST IMPRESSIONS 

TEAM 

*This Projected Budget is our best guess framework for ministry. Any giving over and above expenses is set aside into our Future Fund 
savings account. This helps us to both bridge any temporary shortfalls, and take advantage of exciting opportunities. 
**This is General Giving toward Missions and Church Planting. Many will be called to give over and above their General Giving toward 
specific ministries and projects. 
***Benevolence, Tuition Relief, and Special Offerings are not included in the graph above. 
 
Per member assumption  2022 | $291.58/month   2023 | $291.30/month 

Helping people to love  
and serve Jesus 

* 

Debt (16.1%) 

 Budget Group Gateway % National Averages 

$699,000 Payroll & Education 55-60% 48.1% 

$211,600 Facilities & Capital Funds 10-15% 14.5% 

$135,786 Ministry Costs & Programs 10-15% 9.3% 

$10,000 Development & Training No data >1% 

$164,450 Missions** 5-8% 11.3% 

$233,500 Debt 0-5% 16.1% 

$1,443,686 ANNUAL TOTAL***   

Missions (11.3%) 

Ministry Costs & Programs (9.3%) 

Payroll & Education (48.1%) 
Development & Training (>1%) 

Facilities & Capital Funds (14.5%) 
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 7.30pm | Gateway Auditorium 
 

1. Welcome & devotions 
 
2. Songs of worship 
 
3. Minutes of the Congregational Meeting of March 7, 2022 
 
4. Updates on Ministries 
 
5. Presentation of the 2023 Budget 
 MOTION: That Gateway Community Church approve the 2023 Budget as presented (2/3 majority is required). 
 
6. Song of worship 
 
7. Report on the Vote of the Budget 
 MOTION: To destroy the ballots. 
 
8. Closing song & prayer 
 
*Note: 50 Members are required for quorum 

FALL FESTIVAL 
Summer 2022 


