
 

 

 

COVID-19 UPDATE 
Gateway Update: June 12, 2020 

 
UPDATE FROM GATEWAY 

Written by Pastor Justin 

Dear Gateway Family, 

As we contemplate the idea of slowly restarting "in-person" worship, there is one fundamental activity that all the data 

proves to be very "high risk." That is, of course, singing.  

The most helpful and thorough article we have read can be found HERE. It has corresponding videos that show how the 

act of corporate singing/worship has a compounding "risk" effect. For instance: 

1. Singing and Particles - In terms of droplets and particles, singing lands somewhere between a cough and a 

sneeze. For the sake of creating a more visceral response, think "sneeze" whenever you read the word "sing." 

2. Length of Singing - Not only that, the act of congregational singing tends to be a rather lengthy exercise. You 

cough or sneeze for a short period of time. We sing for 10-20 minutes straight! 

3. Number of Singers - In a small group, one person may have a cough or sneeze. In corporate worship we ALL 

tend to sing together. [Think about 45 people all sneezing together for 20 minutes straight]  

4. Length of Service - Most worship services tend to be in excess of an hour, giving time for particles to "spread" 

[through the air] even after the singing is over. THIS LINK is a story about the church that made national news. 

They met as a group of 41 people. 24 got infected and 2 people died. One of the big parts of the story was that 

they actually "didn't" sing, but there was a choir in the building the night before.  

It is for this reason, articles like THIS rank worship services as one of the most high risk "events" we can participate in, on 

par with clubs, bars, gyms, and indoor sporting events. Even without singing, they rank it 8 out of 10. With singing, they 

put it alongside bars and clubs as highest risk.  

Based on this data, we explored four options, from greatest risk to least risk: 

1. Restart in person worship - There are always risks. People will make their own choices (stay home or come) 

wear masks (or not), choose to sing (or not), etc.  

 

2. Enforce the use of masks - While B.C. Health "strongly encourages" the use of masks, we should mandate it. If 

we are to sing, ensure that all participants use masks while they do so. Let people know masks are more for the 

safety of others around you and not just the safety of yourself, which is why we can't give people the "option" to 

choose for themselves. If you sing, you wear a mask.  

 

3. Don't sing - Rather than corporate "singing" let's use this time for the exploration of other forms of "worship." 

We can let people know that the service will not include singing ahead of time and it will feel more like a 

"Message Cafe." This way we can still do baptisms, POF services, communion, corporate prayer, see people, etc, 

but in a way that is much safer.  

 

4. Don't physically meet until singing restrictions are lifted - If we can't shake hands, hug, high five, share, or 

even sing, we've essentially taken away all of the elements we cherish when we meet. It begs the question, why 

https://www.drheathernelson.com/singingandcovid19?fbclid=IwAR1G8wIEoVS4kCoT5sWOspf4yda_zhJ_e9qcj8--wlHLWVbBFipGR71BzTc
https://calgary.ctvnews.ca/i-would-do-anything-for-a-do-over-calgary-church-hopes-others-learn-from-their-tragic-covid-19-experience-1.4933461
https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2020/06/from-hair-salons-to-gyms-experts-rank-36-activities-by-coronavirus-risk-level.html?fbclid=IwAR19GYLQw2YmJCEQHJ2gKhyE_zrUV7XFfQgYn9FjS6yppA27YabNbuxgvOg


meet at all? The online services, while not ideal, have been met with gratitude and we are excited about the 

idea of "small group clusters" in homes and the relationship that can be built that way. Let's stay that course 

until the "singing" restrictions are lifted.  

Given the health risks, options 1 and 2 are off the table for now. We are now exploring options 3 or 4. Your response in 

the questionnaire below will assist us in determining which path to follow.  

LINK TO QUESTIONNAIRE 

OUR OBJECTIVES 

Please know that the online services will not change regardless of your response. Given the many people who have been 

able to take part because of this resource, it is here to stay. But we also know that many of you might be interested in 

seeing your faith family (at least from time to time) and we are committed to exploring any and all ideas that would help 

achieve that goal.  

Remember our three objectives during COVID-19: 

1.       The utmost commitment to the spiritual growth of the Gateway family while ensuring the safety of all staff, 

volunteers, and members. 

2.       Adherence to our governing authorities (Namely B.C. health and the Center for Disease Control) 

3.       The pursuit of services, ministries, and events that meet the two above objectives and are sustainable over the 

long-term for pastors, staff, and volunteers. 

·        Example: Even if something is permitted by B.C. health, it will only be pursued if we can do so without burning out 

volunteers and staff. For instance, we will not host 15 separate in-person services each week to accommodate every 

person to worship together physically in clusters of 50 people or less. 

We remain committed to helping slow the spread of this deadly virus while ensuring a healthy church environment for 

the Gateway family! 

In Christ, 

Pastor Justin – On behalf of the Board of Elders 

 

 

https://gatewaycrc.churchcenter.com/people/forms/142531

