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WELCOME 

This resource is divided up into two key sections: 

Part 101 focuses on the mission and values of Gateway as well as a 
look at the commitments of church membership.  The class we of-
fer will comprise of discussion of the material found within 101.   

Part 201 digs deeper into the matters of the Christian Faith, as Re-
formed Christians.  There is a Focus on Faith, the Church, the Re-
formed Accent, and more.   We encourage you to take in this ma-
terial at your own pace.  If you are left asking questions, reach out 
to a pastor! 

Turn to PAGE 4 

Turn to PAGE 26 
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Introduction 

 
 
 
 
 

In his book, “I am a Church 
Member” Thom Rainer tells a 
story of two church members, 
Michael and Liam. He writes: 
 
When Michael and Liam began 
meeting for Monday morning 

breakfast at 6 a.m. more than five months ago, 
they originally thought it would be a one-time 
event. They met in a couples’ Bible study group 
in their church. For many reasons, they hit it off 
and were becoming good friends. The two men 
enjoyed their time together so much that the 
one-time event became a weekly event. It was 
now rare for the two friends not to meet on 
Monday morning. 
 
Early in their friendship the conversations fo-
cused on sports, family, and politics. They had 
much in common. Michael was forty-one and 
Liam was thirty-nine. They each had three kids, 
and they were both college football fanatics. 
Each of their teams was in the same football 
conference, but they were pretty fierce rivals 
as well. The guys thoroughly enjoyed trash-
talking the other’s team in a friendly spirit. 
 
But on this particular Monday morning, the 
conversation turned serious. Michael and his 
wife had noticed some changes in the demean-
or of Liam in their Bible study group. He no 
longer seemed as interested in studying and 
discussing the Bible as he did talking about 
their church. And his comments were often 
critical about the congregation where the two 

families had their memberships. 
 
Still, Michael was caught off guard on that par-
ticular Monday morning. Liam loved the 
poached eggs in the little restaurant; it was his 
regular order. But on this Monday morning, he 
hadn’t touched them. He was barely sipping his 
coffee. 
 
Liam didn’t take long to get to the point. 
“Michael,” he began, “Lana and I have decided 
to leave the church.” The pause seemed to last 
minutes. Neither of the men knew who should 
speak next. Michael took the initiative and 
spoke softly yet deliberately. 
 
“You want to tell me about it?” Michael in-
quired. He honestly didn’t know if Liam wanted 
to say any more about it. His friend seemed 
resolute. Nevertheless, Liam began to explain 
his feelings and decision. 
 
“Lana and I went to the church to learn deep 
truths about the Bible,” Liam offered. “But Pas-
tor Robert is just not feeding us. We’re not get-
ting anything out of his 
messages. Sitting in the ser-
vice on Sunday morning is a 
waste of our time.” 
 
Michael didn’t respond but 
could tell that Liam had 
more to say. 

A TALE OF TWO CHURCH MEMBERS 
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“There are several great people in the 
church,” Liam continued. “You and Karen are 
the best, and there are a few more like you.” 
He paused and his facial expression became 
even more serious. “But, honestly, Michael, our 
church is full of hypocrites. Did you hear Jim 
at the kids’ basketball game? He embarrassed 
me the way he was calling out the refs. What 
kind of testimony is that for a Christian? And 
of course, everyone knows about Neal. He was 
supposedly this pillar of the church, and we 
found out he’s been cheating on his wife for 
more than a year. What kind of church is this 
with these kinds of people?” 
 
Liam was angry but controlled as he contin-
ued to vent. “Look, Pastor Robert acts like he 
cares for us, but I’m not sure he does. I told 
him that Lana’s dad was in the hospital for 
hernia surgery, and he never visited him.” 
 
Michael knew that Lana’s father was not a 
church member, and he lived 50 miles away. 
He also knew that Pastor Robert called him 
and prayed with him. But he also knew that 
any rebuttal would not be timely at the mo-
ment. Michael held his tongue. 
 
It seemed that Liam’s mild rant was winding 
down. Liam seemed exhausted, ready to bring 
the conversation to a close. He did, however, 
offer a few pointed comments and two in-
sightful questions. 
 
“Michael,” Liam began softly. “I really like you 

and Karen and your kids. All of you are a class 
act.” He paused briefly. “But you seem en-
thused about the church. You keep serving 
and contributing. Don’t get me wrong, but I 
wonder at times if you are blind to all the 
problems in the church.” 
 
Then Liam offered a closing that spoke more 
than he realized. 
 
“We are really two different types of church 
members,” he stated. “Why is that? Why do 
we have such different perspectives?” 
 

— 
 
In our Starting Point booklet we have decided 
to use this story to help identify what this re-
source is all about. It is, first and foremost, a 
tool to help us discover, and rediscover, the 
privilege and the joy of church membership, 
what it is, and why it matters.   
 
It is also a guide to help you understand the 
mission, vision, and values of Gateway and 
how you can join us in that mission.  
 
Before I get too excited, I want you to, again, 
consider the key difference between Michael 
and Liam.    
 
 
 
 

Turn the page …  
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Introduction 

 
 
 
 
 

There are significantly fewer members of 
churches in the third decade of the 21st Centu-
ry than there were in the 1990’s. In our denomi-
nation, the Christian Reformed Church of North 
America (CRCNA), membership statistics cite 
316,415 members in 1992, which was the high 
point for CRCNA.  
 
Fast forward to present day, there are less 
than 200,000 members, which is the lowest 
number on record since these statistics were 
measured starting in 1963. In other words, 
churches across the US and Canada are de-
clining – fast! 
 
This decline picked up speed significantly dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic. In 2019, a poll was 
taken by Barna Research asking Christians how 
often they attended worship. For all of the re-
spondents who said they attend “every week” 
or “at least twice a month,” Barna identified 
this group as “active churchgoers.” Six months 
into the pandemic, they asked this specific 
group of “active churchgoers” again about 
their worship habits, and they were astonished 
by the new responses. They discovered that 
22% hadn’t gone to church at all—digital, physi-
cal, or otherwise. 
 
Please let that sink in.  
 
More than one in five “active churchgoers'' 
simply stopped attending all forms of worship 

in 2020. What is perhaps even more striking, 
among the same group of Christians who regu-
larly attended worship every week, or at least 
a few times per month pre-Covid, is that only 
51% of that group indicated they still worship 
“every” week. So, it's not just “nominal” church-
goers who have changed their habits. It’s a dis-
tinct number of active churchgoers, too. 
 
We can blame it on the secular culture. We of-
ten do. 
 
We can blame it on the godless politics of our 
nation. We do that as well. 
 
We can even blame it on churches, hypocritical 
members, or its leaders. Lots of Christians are 
doing that.  
 
However, at Gateway we are not too fond of 
binoculars. We prefer to use mirrors as often 
as possible. We have a firm conviction that the 
only way for the church to flourish and grow is 
if we stay committed to being “Biblically Seri-
ous. Community Driven. And Relentlessly Mis-
sional.” This vision takes a village!  
 
We reject the idea that churches exist to serve 
us, feed us, and care for us. The church is not 
McDonalds. Nor is it a golf and country club. 
The church is not even a “place.” It is the gath-
ered people of God, of which we all are.  

THE DIFFERENCE 
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We believe God has uniquely placed us in our 
church community to serve, care for others, 
pray for leaders, to learn, teach, and give; 
then, in some cases, to die for the sake of the 
gospel.   
 
We recognize that the work of the church and 
the expansion of God’s Kingdom, as far as it 
depends on us, requires the active engage-
ment of the entire congregation doing their 
part, not just the “performance” of its leaders. 
In fact, we strive to follow the biblical model 
that church leaders primary task is “…to equip 
Christ’s people for the work of ministry,  
and the building up of the body of 
Christ.” [Ephesians 4:12] In that way, a pastor 
is very much like a “coach.” They desperately 
want the Lord to do great things in their con-
gregations, but they know it will depend on 
the work of the Holy Spirit through that 
church – namely, its members.  

 
THE JOURNEY 
 
Friend, you are invited to join us on this jour-
ney of discovering and rediscovering the priv-
ilege and the joy of church membership. 
When this journey is over our prayer is that 
two things would occur: 

 
That you will have a new or renewed 
attitude about what “church” is. You will 
learn about the joy of being last instead 

of seeking to be first. You will be some-
one who is eager to step in and help your 
faith family thrive as they seek to expand 
God’s Kingdom in the world.  

Gateway will become healthier be-
cause one of its members grows heath-
ier. As the church gets healthier, it will 

have a greater impact on its community and 
the world! 
 
I am delighted that you are reading our 
“Starting Point” booklet. Our prayer is that 
this resource will help you understand the an-
swers to questions like: What does it mean to 
be Christian? What is the purpose of the 
church? What does it mean to be a member 
of a church? What is the mission and vision of 
Gateway? What are its core values? 
 
After giving greater clarity to these vital ques-
tions, you may choose to go even deeper as 
you unpack questions like: How is Gateway 
organized? What does it mean to be 
'Reformed' and how does that inform the way 
that we read the Bible? What’s the deal with 
baptizing babies? What about the concept of 
Free Will and Election? Why does evil and suf-
fering exist if God is perfectly loving and per-
fectly powerful? And more... 
 
By now you have probably learned that 
churches don’t do things perfectly. Far from it. 
However, the rich blessing of being a part of 
the body of Christ truly unquantifiable. We 
hope that this resource serves you well. 
Friend, I look forward to serving alongside 
you! 
 
Blessings,  
Pastor Justin 

1 

2 
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Our Mission & Values 

Laid out within the next pages are our mis-
sion, distinctives, and values. If you remember 
anything, we want it to be these three words 
— Word, Community, and Mission. These three 
words define who we are as a church. We 
want to be: 

 

Biblically Serious.  
Community Driven.  

Relentlessly Missional. 
 
We desire to be a church that embodies our 
doctrine! We refuse to be a church that does 
just one, or even two, of these well. So, what 
does this look like? 
 
When we say we will be BIBLICALLY SERIOUS 
people of faith we mean — We will know the 
Word, read the Word, love the Word, and 
when we are cut we will bleed the Word of 
God. 
 
When we say we will be COMMUNITY DRIVEN, 
we will actively live out our faith in community 
with one another, forgiving as we’ve been for-

given, and living as transparently as possible. 
When we say we will be RELENTLESSLY MIS-
SIONAL, we resolve wholeheartedly to make 
the great commission the call of our lives. We 
will live as men and women who are “sent” in-
to the world as disciples who make disciples. 
 
Only when we live out all three together will 
we defend ourselves against the distortions 
the enemy tries to create in our lives. So: 
 
We will embody God’s word and Reformed 
doctrine, as we live in community with one 
another, and, as we do whatever it takes to 
reach people for the gospel! 
 
That is who we are striving to be, with God’s 
help. Even when we fall we pray that, with 
God’s help, we will fall forward.  
 
Everything else you read from here on out are 
simply the “strategies” we use in order to 
achieve this fundamental goal.  
 
Let’s dive in! 
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OUR MISSION  
Why do we exist? 
 
At Gateway, we exist to glorify 
God by:  
 

Helping people to love 
and serve Jesus 

 
If you want to understand our mis-
sion, you need to understand how 
we believe that happens. We be-
lieve this mission is cultivated by 
living the life of a Jesus follower… 
 
Jesus said to his disciples, “Follow 
me!” When He spoke these words, 
what did He mean? He was not of-
fering an invitation to a destina-
tion, rather it was an invitation to a 
relationship with a Person who 
would radically change their way 
of life. 
 
What was true then is true today. 
Christianity is not simply a religion, 
but a relationship with Jesus which 
results in radical life change. Fol-
lowing Jesus is the heart of Christi-
anity. As we study Jesus’ life, we 
find that it was all about relation-
ships:  
 
 His relationship with the Father, 
 
 His relationship with his disci-

ples, and, 
 
 His relationship with the people 

who didn’t know God at all. 
 
So what does the life of a Jesus 
follower look like? Answer: rela-
tionships!  
 
Turn the page to keep learning 
about Gateway’s approach! 

OUR VALUES  
Words that shape our cultural living 
 
Words shape culture. We use these value statements in 
our community to shape us. While our mission and vision 
rarely changes, these values are specific, tangible, action-
oriented statements that seek to describe where we are 
going as a congregation. We have 8 values at Gateway: 

 
We prioritize the gospel above all else.  The gospel 
shapes every aspect of our lives. We will teach the 

gospel, and when the bible says, ‘Jump!’ we will re-
spond, ‘How high?’ 

 
We make disciples, not just believers.  We refuse to 
stop at ‘knowing’ the gospel. We will embody our doc-

trine as we work to make disciples who, in turn, make 
disciples. 

 
Discipleship happens in circles.  Circles are better 
than rows. We are fully devoted to living out the one-

another commands of scripture as we live out our faith 
in community together.  

 
We are known, loved, and accounted for.  We will live 
transparently, and not in the shadows, functioning like 

a healthy faith family, fully loved, fully known, and un-
afraid. 

 
We run toward the challenges. We know the greatest 
weapon against the Devil is truth, repentance, and 

confession. We will run toward the challenges as we 
seek forgive as much as we have been forgiven.  

 
We contribute more than we consume.  The church 
does not exist for us. We are the church, and we exist 

for the life of the world. We will practice ridiculous 
generosity knowing it all belongs to him. 

 
We do whatever it takes to reach people for the gos-
pel Short of sin, we will be all things to all people so 

that by all possible means we might ‘win’ some. 
 
Every member is SENT! Calling is not a special experi-
ence for a sacred few. It is a basic element of the 

Christian life. Every Christian is a sacred ‘priest’ called 
by God to join him in making a contribution for his mission.   

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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Our  Strategy 

At Gateway, we use five key words [strategies] to describe these relationships… 

OUR STRATEGY  
How are we achieving our mission? 

CHRIST’S CALL 
 
 
 
 
 

CORPORATE WORSHIP 
 
 
 
 
  

COMMUNITY 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTRIBUTION 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY WITNESS 

A Jesus follower abides in Christ personally 
and daily. 
 
 
 
 
A Jesus follower is part of a faith family.  
 
 
 
 
 
A Jesus follower connects in community in 
small groups. 
 
 
 
 
As Jesus follower lives into the unique minis-
try God has purposed for their life. 
 
 
 
 
A Jesus follower invites others to experience 
their joy.  

OUR STRATEGY  
How are we achieving our mission? 

The life of a Jesus follower is all about relationships! 
 
So, how do you deepen these relationships and grow as a follower of Jesus? Answer: The same 
way you deepen any relationship – TIME! 



15 

 

GOD TIME 
 
 
 
 
 

GATHER TIME 
 
 
 
 
  

GROUP TIME 
 
 
 
 
 

GO TIME 
 
 
 
 
 

GREAT COMMISSION 

TIME 

At Gateway, we want to help you in your discipleship journey! While only you can take ownership 

of your faith life, we want to walk alongside you to help cultivate these habits. 

We believe there are five measurable behaviors that you can choose to invest your time which 

grows all three of our most significant relationships: 

OUR BEHAVIORS  
When do we embody our mission? 

As you invest your time in these ways, we believe you will deepen your walk with God, grow in 
community with your brothers and sisters in Christ, and make an eternal impact by engaging in 

God’s mission to seek and save those who do not yet know him. 
 

We are convinced that if you embrace the habits of a disciple your life will be forever changed 

as you abide in Christ, connect with one another, and share in God’s mission.   

Your Commitment: Time spent daily alone in fellowship with God. 
Our Commitment: We will make resources available to help you read your 
bible each day.  
 
 
 
Your Commitment: Time spent weekly gathering in worship 
Our Commitment: We will work hard to create space on Sundays where the 
Word is boldly proclaimed, hymns, songs, and spiritual songs are sung, sac-
raments are shared, and we uphold the prayers of God’s people.  
 
 
Your Commitment: Time spent consistently with a Life Group. 
Our Commitment: We will prepare a holistic framework where materials, 
resources, guides, and groups will be ready for you to dive into a group 
that is devoted to relationships centered on God’s Word and prayer. 
 
 
Your Commitment: Time spent serving both within and outside of Gateway. 
Our Commitment: We will challenge you (and give plenty of opportunities) 
to always contribute more than you consume. Serving both within and out-
side of the local church, giving of your time, talent, and treasure is a model 
of discipleship.  
 
Your Commitment: Time spent investing in, and praying for, those who do 
not yet know the name of Jesus. 
Our Commitment: We will resource you to be ready to “Pray for, Invest in, 
and Invite” (Pi2), those who do not yet know Jesus to experience the joy 
that you have found. We will also strive to ensure that Gateway is a safe 
place to invite your unchurched and unbelieving friends.  

Our Behaviors 
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Our Mission & Values 

 
 
That was a lot!  
 
If you remember anything, remember this: 
 
At Gateway, we are: 
 

Biblically Serious.  
Community Driven. 

Relentlessly Missional. 
 
We will embody our doctrine, as we live in community with one another, and as we do whatever 
it takes to reach people for the gospel! That is our focus as a church! Everything beyond that are 
simply the strategies we use in order to achieve our mission.   
 
We believe the only way we achieve our mission is if EVERYONE does their part. Consider the 
words of Paul,  
 
 

“Now you are the body of Christ, and individual members of it.  
And God has placed these in the church.”  

 
1 Corinthians 12:27-28 

 
 
Members of a church comprise the whole and are essential parts of it. Later Paul returns to this 
image to explain that members are individual parts of the one body. Some are eyes; others are 
ears. Some of feet; other are hands. But we are all part of the one body!  
 
See? Membership in a local church is vastly different from membership in, say, a golf and coun-
try club.  Within the church, everyone has a role. We are all different, but are necessary parts of 
the whole.  
 
In the next pages you can discover what it means to be a church member at Gateway. Get ready 
for God to do great things! And watch what an impact the church will have on our community 
and, indeed, the entire world.  
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Helping people to love 
and serve Jesus 

To learn more about how Gateway is active in this mission, 
find our website and explore all the ministries and opportuni-

ties to engage in this mission! 
 

gatewaycrc.org 
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PLEDGES 
THREE 

CHURCH MEMBER COMMITMENTS 
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THREE PLEDGES 

FIRST PLEDGE // The WORD Pledge       20 
“I Will Actively Pursue My Next Steps of Obedience”       
 
 We Prioritize the Gospel Above All Else 
 We make Disciples, not Just Believers 
 
 
SECOND PLEDGE // The COMMUNITY Pledge       22 
“I Will Be a Unifying Church Member” 
 
 Discipleship Happens in Circles 
 We are Known, Loved, and Accounted For 
 We Run Toward the Challenges 
 
 
THIRD PLEDGE // The MISSION Pledge       24 
“I Will Be a Functioning Church Member” 
        
 We contribute more than we consume 
 We Will Do Whatever it Takes to Reach People For the Gospel 
 Every member is Sent! 
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FIRST PLEDGE 

At Gateway, I will seek to live as transparently as possible, and not in the shadows, functioning 

like a healthy faith family, fully loved, fully known, and unafraid.  

 

When the bible says “Jump!” I will respond, “How high?” I will actively pursue my next steps of 

obedience. I refuse to stop at just ‘knowing about’ the gospel. I will seek to embody Christian 

doctrine as I work to follow Jesus in a long obedience in the same direction. 

 

 

_________________________________________________________ 

Sign & Date 

Eugene Peterson described the life of a Christian as “...a long obedience in the same  
direction.” That means there will be days when you don’t feel like going to church, or praying, or 
tithing, or serving, or going to your group, or reading your bible, or walking in obedience to the 
Lord’s commands. We want to walk with you as a faith family, but only you can choose the path 

of obedience. Only you can take that next step. 
 

Here is the first pledge we encourage members of Gateway to make: 

I WILL ACTIVELY PURSUE MY NEXT STEP OF OBEDIENCE 
The WORD pledge 

Biblically Serious.  
Community Driven.  

Relentlessly Missional. 
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To the WORD 

1. How is Christ’s death on the cross an example for us as church members relating to one anoth-
er?  
 
 
2. Read 1 Samuel 15:22. What does this passage say about obedience? What is the heart of God 
according to this passage?  
 
 
3. Most people, Christians too, live very anonymous lives. What steps can you take to live more 
transparently as you seek to live out the one another commands of scripture?  
 
 
4. Describe someone you know that best fits the description of having the mind of Christ and a 
servant attitude. Find a New Testament passage that would fit him or her.  
 
 
 
5. Go verse by verse through Philippians 2:5-11. Explain how the attitude of Christ in each verse 
becomes a pattern for us as church members. 

QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER CONVERSATION 

GATEWAY VALUES TIED TO THE WORD PLEDGE 
 
We prioritize the gospel above all else.  The gospel shapes every aspect of our lives. We 
will teach the gospel, and when the bible says, ‘Jump!’ we will respond, ‘How high?’ 

 
We make disciples, not just believers.  We refuse to stop at ‘knowing’ the gospel. We will 
embody our doctrine as we work to make disciples who, in turn, make disciples. 

1 

2 
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SECOND PLEDGE 

At Gateway, I will seek to be a source of unity in my church. I know there are no perfect pastors, 
staff, or church members. But neither am I! I will not be a source of gossip or dissention. One of 

the greatest contributions I can make is to do all I can in God’s power to help keep the church in 
unity for the sake of the gospel! I know the greatest weapon against the Devil is truth, repent-

ance, and confession. In so doing, I will run toward the challenges as I seek to forgive as much as 
I have been forgiven. I will seek unity with brothers and sisters in Christ, so far as it depends on 
me. The unifying force I will gather behind is that I will prioritize the gospel above all else, even 
(and especially) above my own personal preferences. I will deny myself for the sake of doing 

whatever it takes to reach people for the gospel.  
 
 

_________________________________________________________ 

Sign & Date 

Of the three pledges, this is the easiest one to commit to, until it isn’t! After all, it won’t be long 
after making this pledge that you will come across a fellow member whose attitude is nothing 

like this. They will tell you what's wrong with the music, the preaching, a particular ministry, or a 
particular person in general. You might be tempted to either, 1)  join in, or 2) chew them out. 

While a gentle rebuke may be in order, you need to remember something about your commit-
ment. This  church member is one of those you have pledged to serve, too!  

 
These commitments aren’t easy!  Before making this pledge, remember the ultimate sacrifice 

Christ made for you. Only with the cross in view will you have the perspective to lay down your 
own rights and personal preferences for the sake of the mission of the church! 

I WILL BE A UNIFYING CHURCH MEMBER 
The COMMUNITY pledge 

Biblically Serious.  
Community Driven.  

Relentlessly Missional. 
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To the COMMUNITY 

1. What did Paul mean when he said in Colossians 3:14 that love is the perfect bond of unity? 
What does that mean for the local church today?  
 
 
2. What is the best path to take if someone from Gateway brings gossip to you? What does the 
bible say about gossip? 
 
 
3. How is forgiveness related to unity in the local church? What does the Bible say about forgiv-
ing one another?  
 
 
4. Look at Matthew 6:14-15. Relate those words to being a church member. What does it mean if 
one church member does not forgive another? 
 
 
5. Read all of 1 Corinthians 13. Paul wrote the “love chapter” to the church at Corinth where prob-
lems with unity were pervasive. What does this chapter mean for us? 
 
 
6. Why do many churches have “worship wars”? What does that have to do with the right or 
wrong attitude about church membership? 
 
 

QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER CONVERSATION 

GATEWAY VALUES TIED TO THE COMMUNITY PLEDGE 
 

Discipleship happens in circles.  Circles are better than rows. We are fully devoted to liv-
ing out the one-another commands of scripture as we live out our faith in community to-
gether.  

 
We are known, loved, and accounted for.  We will live transparently, and not in the shad-
ows, functioning like a healthy faith family, fully loved, fully known, and unafraid. 

 
We run toward the challenges. We know the greatest weapon against the Devil is truth, 
repentance, and confession. We will run toward the challenges as we seek to forgive as 
much as we have been forgiven.  

3 

4 

5 
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THIRD PLEDGE 

At Gateway, I am a church member. It’s not like membership in a civic organization or a golf and 
country club. It is the kind of membership given to us in 1 Corinthians 12: “Now you are the body 

of Christ, and individual members of it” (1 Cor. 12:27).  
 

Because I am a member of the body of Christ, I must be a functioning member, whether I am an 
“eye,” and “ear,” or a “hand.” As a functioning member, I will reject the consumer mentality. I will 
contribute more than I consume. I will give. I will serve. I will minister. I will study. I will seek to be 

a blessing to others.  
 

I will remember that “if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is hon-
ored, all the members rejoice with it.” (1 Cor. 12:26)  

 
I will do my part to be “Biblically Serious. Community Driven. And Relentlessly Missional.” 

 

_________________________________________________________ 

Sign & Date 

At Gateway, we are inviting you to make a different sort of commitment. You are making a 
pledge to be a member the way the Bible speaks and the way God designed it. You are commit-
ting to giving cheerfully and abundantly. You are committing to serving and ministering without 

hesitation. You are pledging to be a functioning church member!  

I WILL BE A FUNCTIONING CHURCH MEMBER 
The MISSIONAL pledge 

Biblically Serious.  
Community Driven.  

Relentlessly Missional. 
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To the MISSION 

1. What is something you’ve learned you want to take with you?  
 
 
2. Explain how country club membership and church membership are so different. Give scriptur-
al references to support the differences in church membership. 
 
 
3. Explain why church membership is a biblical concept, using 1 Corinthians 12 as your biblical 
foundation. 
 
 
4. How are the different parts of the body (ear, nose, mouth, etc.) related to church member-
ship? 
 
 
5. Do you have any questions of your own? 

QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER CONVERSATION 

GATEWAY VALUES TIED TO THE MISSION PLEDGE 
 

We contribute more than we consume.  The church does not exist for us. We are the 
church, and we exist for the life of the world. We will practice ridiculous generosity know-
ing it all belongs to him. 

 
We do whatever it takes to reach people for the gospel Short of sin, we will be all things 
to all people so that by all possible means we might ‘win’ some. 

 
Every member is SENT! Calling is not a special experience for a sacred few. It is a basic 
element of the Christian life. Every Christian is a sacred ‘priest’ called by God to join him 
in making a contribution for his mission.   

6 

7 

8 
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Part 1 | Further Readings: 
 “Reformed” - Chapter 2 (God’s in Charge), P.21-34 
 “What it Means to be Reformed” P.20-28 (How We Experience God in our Daily Walk of Faith) 
 Read the Apostles Creed, Nicene Creed, and Athanasian Creed, (E.C.R.C) P. 7-11. Be sure to 

note any observations when reading through them for next time.  
 
 
 
Part 2 | Further Readings: 
 “Reformed” - Chapter 3 (God Claims it All), P. 35-48 
 “What it Means to be Reformed” P.11-19 (What we Believe) 
 Skim through the Heidelberg Catechism, (E.C.R.C) P.12-77. Be sure to note any observations 

when reading through it for next time 
 
 
 
Part 3 | Further Readings: 
 “Reformed” - Chapter 1 (Back to the Beginning), P.9-20 
 “What it Means to be Reformed” P.6-10 (The Reformed Accent) 
 Skim through the Belgic Confession, (E.C.R.C) P.78-121. Be sure to note any observations when 

reading through it for next time 
 
 
 
Part 4 | Further Readings: 
 “Reformed” - Chapter 4 (Reforming Day By Day), P.49-60 
 “What it Means to be Reformed” P.29-36 (How we relate the gospel to the world) 
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Part 1 // God’s Story, Your Story 

QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER CONVERSATION: 
 
 What brought you to Gateway? 
 What is important to you in a church home? 

 
 
 

WHERE PART ONE WILL TAKE US: 
 
At the end of Part One, we hope you will be able to say: 
 
 I feel no pressure to become a member of Gateway, but will pursue active membership at a 

church. 
 I know a little more about where Gateway has been and where it is going. 
 I understand more clearly the heart of the Christian gospel. 
 I know the benefits of church membership. 
 My gifts and talents can be used in a meaningful way at Gateway. 
 I have been challenged to growing faith and obedience to God. 

 
 
 

THE GOAL OF PART ONE: 
 

“That I would have a deeper understanding in how my story fits  
into the grander narrative of God’s story.”  
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God’s Story 

ACT I — CREATION 
 

 
 
 
 

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” 
 

Genesis 1:1    
 
 
 
 
 
The Narrative of Scripture can be seen in six parts, or in theatre language, in six acts. Scripture, 
like any great work of writing begins where all good stories start: in the beginning.  
 
Unlike every other story written, the beginning of this Story tells the beginning of absolutely eve-
rything. It tells us how God created the universe and everything in it.  It repeats over and over 
again that He made it all very good. 
 
Including life.  
 
Including us.  
 
That is where the Story starts: God created a good world, and God created us in his image. 
What that really means is that we get to have a relationship with God. That’s a huge part of 
what being in his image is all about—being in relationship with God. 

 
 

 

PART 1 
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Your Story  

ACT II — REBELLION 
 

 
 

“When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and 
also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, 
who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized 

they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.” 
 

Genesis 3:6-7 
 
 
 
 
Unfortunately, creation’s perfect beginning did not last very long, and neither did our perfect re-
lationship with God. As Genesis 3 tells us, human beings rebelled against God. We fell into sin, 
and our sin messed up our relationship with God, with one another, and with all of God’s crea-
tion.  
 
Suddenly, we have a problem. 
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God’s Story 

ACT III — PROMISE 
 

 
 

“And I will put enmity 
     between you and the woman 

     and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, 

     and you will strike his heel.” 
 

Genesis 3:15 
 
 
 
It was a pretty big problem. Especially since we couldn’t fix it on our own. Only God could. So 
how did he do it? 
 
He made a promise.  
 
God promised to send a savior. A savior who could stand in the gap that we’d made between 
ourselves and God. A savior who could fix our broken relationship. A savior who would be able to 
make things perfect again. 
 
God made that promise to Adam and Eve in Genesis 3 and again to Abram in Genesis 12 and 
again and again and again throughout the rest of the Old Testament. In scripture, God tells us 
how he slowly developed that promise through his chosen people, Israel. 
 

 

PART 1 
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Your Story  

ACT IV — REDEMPTION 
 

 
 
 

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, and the glory 
of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

 
John 1:14 

 
 
 
 
 
God’s savior had come.  
 
Jesus Christ was the fulfillment of God’s promise to his people. He was the Messiah who would 
heal our relationship with God. He was the one who would redeem us and give us new life. He 
had come to live among us, so we could live with God once again and all of His creation could be 
made new. 
 
Through his death on the cross, Jesus bridged the gap between us and God, saved us from our 
sins, and restored our relationship with God.  
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God’s Story 

ACT V — CHURCH 
 

 
 
 

“This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members to-
gether of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.” 

 
Ephesians 3:6 

 
 
 
 
 
Once we are saved by Christ, we join God’s chosen people. You might say that we become mem-
bers of Israel too. Or another word the Bible uses for God’s chosen people is probably more fa-
miliar to us: the Church.  
 
And as God’s chosen people, as his Church, we’re called to carry the Story into the rest of the 
world. We live as Christ’s hands and feet by sharing the Story of what God has done and living it 
out.  
 
And through all of that, we become transformed, new people. 

 

PART 1 
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Your Story  

ACT VI — RESTORATION 
 

 
“Then I saw ‘a new heaven and a new earth,’ for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down 

out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a 
loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he 

will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 
“He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death” or mourning or crying or 

pain, for the old order of things has passed away.’” 
 

Revelation 21:1-4 
 
 
Eventually all of creation will be transformed. Just as we have been renewed, redeemed, and 
recreated as God’s people, everything else will be restored to the way God meant it to be too. 
God will cleanse his creation, and make it the way it was supposed to be from the beginning.  
 
That is how this Story ends. It ends like it began: with a good world and a perfect relationship 
with God. 
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Part 1 — RECAP — God’s Story, Your Story 

THE CALLING OF A CHRISTIAN 
 
1. ADMIT that God has not been first place in your life and ask Him to forgive your sins. 
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from eve-

ry wrong.”  1 John 1:9 
 
2. BELIEVE that Jesus died to pay for your sins and that he rose again, and is alive today. 

“If you confess that Jesus is your Lord, and you believe in your heart that God raised Him from 
the dead, you will be saved.”  Romans 10:9 

 
3. ACCEPT God’s free gift of salvation.  Don’t try to earn it. 

“For it is by grace you are saved, through faith — and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God — not by works, so that no one can boast.”  Ephesians 2:8,9 

 
4. WORSHIP Jesus Christ as Lord and Director of your life. 

“To all who receive Him, He gives the right to become children of God.  All we need to do is to 
trust Him to save us.  All those who believe this are reborn! — not a physical rebirth...but from the 

will of God!” John 1:12-1 

 
 

QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER CONVERSATION: 
 
 What are you learning?  
 What do you want to take with you? 
 What are you still wrestling with? 

 
 

THE GOAL OF PART ONE: 
 

“That I would have a deeper understanding in how my story fits  
into the grander narrative of God’s story.”  
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Part 2 // Being a Christian and What it Means 

QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER CONVERSATION: 
 
 What does it mean to you to be a Christian?  
 What brought you to Gateway? 
 What is important to you in a church home? 

 
 
 

WHERE PART TWO WILL TAKE US: 
 
At the end Part Two, we hope to have answered these questions: 
 
 What does it mean to be a Christian?  
 Why was Jesus’ death and resurrection necessary? Why couldn’t He just say, ‘I forgive you’? 
 What does ‘justification’ mean? 
 What does ‘sanctification’ mean?  
 What is my highest calling as a Christian?  

 
 
 

THE GOAL OF PART TWO: 
 

“That I would understand the heart of the Gospel  
message and the calling of a Christian.” 
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Being a Christian 

SALVATION EXPLAINED 
 
The Story the Bible tells us is how Jesus Christ redeemed us, how He saved us. 
 
What exactly does it mean to be “saved”? [see Belgic Confession #23-24] 
 
Well, there are two sides to that coin, two parts to salvation, and they are called “Justification” 
and “Sanctification.” 
 
 Justification is God declaring us holy. We can’t do this on our own, because we’re not actually 

holy. We’re sinners. However God doesn’t see us that way anymore. When God looks at us, he 
no longer sees our mistakes. Instead, He sees His Son’s perfection. In other words, justification 
is when God takes away our sins and gives us Christ’s righteousness in their place. 

 
 Sanctification, then, is God making us holy. But unlike with justification we have a part to play 

in our sanctification. Basically, in sanctification, God works with us through his Holy Spirit to 
transform us so we actually look more like how He sees us—more like His Son. Another way to 
say that is that sanctification is how God takes away our old way of life and helps live our 
new way of life in Christ. 

 
An example might help: Let’s say you’ve committed a crime. You stole a pair of shoes, and now 
you’re on trial. The evidence against you is rock solid. You were caught on camera and the police 
found you with the shoes in your hand. Everyone knows you’re guilty, and so do you, so it’s no 
surprise when the jury comes to that verdict. However, after the jury informs the court that 
they’ve found you guilty, the judge does a strange thing. She declares you innocent. That’s justifi-
cation. Being given innocence you don’t deserve.  Then on top of it, the judge says that she will 
personally work with you to help you live up to the innocence she’s given you. That’s sanctifica-
tion. Pretty amazing isn’t it? 

 

PART 2 
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and What it Means 

So justification and sanctification are both 
part of our salvation and God’s grace. It’s 
kind of like this tree. It’s the same tree,  
but it’s got two trunks. Both have the 
same roots. Both are growing upward. 
Both share the same life. They’re part of 
the same process, but they’re also differ-
ent. 
 
That’s how our salvation works. Both justi-
fication and sanctification are rooted in 
Christ and his work on the cross. Both help 
us grow in our relationship with God. Both 
are part of our new life in Christ. They’re 
part of the same process, but they’re also 
different. 
 
The main point is that we can’t save our-
selves, because we’re guilty. Only Jesus 
could justify us. That part is all him, but we 
do participate in the sanctification part. 
As the apostle Paul puts it in Philippians 2, 
we continue to work out our salvation. 
Once Christ has justified us, we join in the 
process of sanctification, and every new 
day we become more and more God’s ho-
ly people, more and more the people He 
meant us to be. 

 
 

BEING THE CHURCH 
 
A huge part of becoming God’s people is 
living into and living out the Story we’ve 
been talking about.  
 
It’s not our Story. We didn’t write it. God 
did. He’s the author, but He’s written us 
into it. We’re characters in the Story, and 
God has entrusted it to us to spread 
around us in all we do and say, both indi-
vidually and together with our brothers 
and sisters in Christ. In other words… 

DON’T GO TO CHURCH 

BE THE CHURCH 
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Being a Christian  

WHAT IS FAITH? 
 
Here’s a word we use a whole lot in Christianity: faith.  What does it mean?  
 
Well, let’s consider a few examples: 
 
 Have you ever sat in a chair? Chances are you are right now! Have you ever considered that 

simply sitting in a chair is an act of faith? It is! You’ve chosen to believe it’s going to support 
your weight and hold you upright.  

 
 Have you ever skated on a pond or lake? Every person who has is putting their trust in the 

thickness of the ice so they won’t fall through.  
 
 Every farmer puts their faith to the test when they take their income from last year’s crop 

and place it in the ground. Will this year’s crop produce a good yield?  
 
Scripture says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgives us all our sins” (1 
John 1:9). The question we get to ask is, ‘Do you believe it? Does God truly keep his promises? 
Does He even exist?’ These are all a matter of FAITH! 

 
 

WHAT IS THE OPPOSITE OF FAITH? 
 

“Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. Without warning, a furious storm came 
up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. The disciples 

went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!” He replied, “You of little faith, 
why are you so afraid?”  

 
Matthew 8:23-26 

 
 

PART 2 
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Part 2 — RECAP  

REMEMBER — THE CALLING OF A CHRISTIAN 
 
ADMIT that God has not been first place in your life and ask Him to forgive your sins. 

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and cleanse us 
from every wrong.”  1 John 1:9 

 
BELIEVE that Jesus died to pay for your sins and that he rose again, and is alive today. 
“If you confess that Jesus is your Lord, and you believe in your heart that God raised Him 

from the dead, you will be saved.”  Romans 10:9 
 
ACCEPT God’s free gift of salvation.  Don’t try to earn it. 
“For it is by grace you are saved, through faith — and this not from yourselves, it is the gift 

of God — not by works, so that no one can boast.”  Ephesians 2:8,9 
 
WORSHIP Jesus Christ as Lord and Director of your life. 
“To all who receive Him, He gives the right to become children of God.  All we need to do 

is to trust Him to save us.  All those who believe this are reborn! — not a physical re-
birth...but from the will of God!” John 1:12-1 

 

 
 

QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER CONVERSATION: 
 
 What are you learning?  
 What do you want to take with you? 
 What are you still wrestling with? 

 
 
 
 

THE GOAL OF PART TWO: 
 

“That I would understand the heart of the Gospel  
message and the calling of a Christian.” 

2 

4 

3 
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QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER CONVERSATION: 
 
 Define: What is ‘the church?’ 
 What is the mission and the purpose of the church? 
 What do you look for in a church? 

 
 
 

WHERE PART THREE WILL TAKE US: 
 
At the end of Part Three, we hope to have answered these questions: 
 
 What is the church? 
 What is the mission and purpose of Christ’s church? 
 What are the benefits of being a member? 
 What are the requirements for membership? 
 What are the responsibilities of membership? 
 What is the vision and mission of Gateway? 
 How is Gateway organized? 
 How can I get involved? 
 What do I do if I want to become a member? 

 
 
 

THE GOAL OF PART THREE: 
 

“That I would commit myself to CHRIST  
and to His CHURCH FAMILY.”  

 
 

Part 3 // Being the Church and What it Means 
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Being the Church  

WHAT IS THE CHURCH?  
 
See the Belgic Confession #27-32. 
 
Perhaps you’ve heard the children’s nursery rhyme, ‘Here’s the church, here’s the steeple, and 
inside here’s all the people.’ Remember that? Unfortunately, that nursery rhyme is a pretty terri-
ble example.  
 
The church isn’t a building that people go to. The church is...the people! So let’s try on a new 
nursery rhyme for size… ‘Here’s a big building made of brick and mortar, here’s a steeple made 
by human hands, and inside here’s the CHURCH!’  
 
We get the word ‘Church’ from the Greek word ‘ecclesia’ which literally means, ‘The called out 
ones.’ And though Jesus only used that word a handful of times, His death and resurrection 
marked the beginning of the establishment of the Christian church. Allow the following passages 
to inform your perspective on the purpose of the church: 
 

"You are a member of God's very own family and you belong in God's household with  
every other Christian."   

 
Ephesians 2:19 

 
“Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  
 

Matthew 28:18-20 

PART 3 
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and What it Means 

These passages, and more, express four inexpressible truths about the church: 
 
The church is a family.  
Ephesians 2 says "God's household."  It doesn't say the church is like a family.  It says the 
church is a family.  It's a spiritual family.  In fact, your spiritual family is going to outlast 

your physical family.  So we're all going to be related in heaven -- together -- and this fam-
ily will actually outlast the blood family that you have here on earth.  
  
Some families are sick, some are strong, some are weak, some are small, some are big.  The 
same is true with church families. We're going to look at what makes a healthy church family.   

 
God desires for me to be a member of His family.  
Notice Paul says, "You are a member of God's very own family."  That says it's God's will.  
It's not optional.  Every Christian needs a church family.  A Christian without a church fami-

ly is like a person who says : 
 
 "I want to play NFL football but I don't want to be a part of any team" or  
 "I want to be in the army but not serve in any platoon" or  
 "I want to be a bee but I don't want to be a part of the hive" or  
 "I want to play an instrument but not be in an orchestra."   
 
The fact is, we need each other to be strong in our Christian faith…   

 

 

1 

2 
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Being the Church  

WHAT IS THE CHURCH? [Continued] 
 
The word "church" is used in the Bible two different ways. 
 
CHURCH UNIVERSAL 
 
First it's used to refer to every Christian who's ever lived throughout history.  That's called the 
universal church.  Every believer all around the world regardless of the denominational label, re-
gardless of whether they're in a church building or out, in a tent or a little hut or wherever 
around the world is part of the universal church.  
 
LOCAL CHURCH  
 
The other way the word "church" is used is to refer to a local group, a specific place.  Like, for 
example,   
 
 the church at Corinth,  
 the church that met in Lydia's home,  
 the church that was on the hill, or  
 like the church here at Gateway.   
 
It's used in a local sense. Only used four times in the Bible is it used in a general universal sense.  
Almost every time you see the word "church" in the Bible it's used to refer to a specific group of 
believers like we are here today.  
  
Once you became a believer you are automatically a part of the universal church of God auto-
matically, the moment you gave your life to Christ.  However, you don't become a part of a local 
church until you make that choice.  It's like when you were born physically, you were automati-
cally entered into the human race. You didn't have a choice.  You became a part of the human 
race the moment you were born.  You didn't become a part of any local family until somebody 
choose to take you home from the hospital.    

PART 3 
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and What it Means 

The final two inexpressible truths about the church: 
 
 

A Christian without a church family is an orphan.   
It says, "You belong in God's household with every other member of the church."  As you 
read, God has given us at least 30 instructions in the New Testament that you can't fulfill 

unless you choose to be a part of a local church. 
 
There is a fourth, and ultimate, purpose of the church, and it is this… 

 
The church is on mission.  
As we read from Matthew 28:18-20, the mission of the church is to “Go and make disciples 
of all nations…” Unfortunately, sometimes we forget our mission and develop new alterna-

tive views of what the church is like. Consider a few examples of reigning views of what the 
church is like... 

3 

4 
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Being the Church 

FOUR REIGNING CULTURAL VIEWS OF WHAT A CHUCH IS: 
 
The Church as Cruise Liner: With this view of the church, a 
person asks questions like:  Can this church improve my 

spiritual life? What amenities does it offer? How is the 
preaching? How is the worship? How are the children’s pro-
grams? What about adult programming? Do I like the music? 
The church is a ‘place’ that is measure by it’s amenities.  
 
 

 
The Church as Battleship: If a church takes this viewpoint of 
itself, it will see its culture, community, and context not as 
the mission, but as the enemy. It will raise questions like: 

What issues do we need to eradicate? What walls do we need 
to build up? What defenses do we need to improve upon? The 
very people God intends for us to reach become the enemy for 
the fact that they are not on the ‘right side.’ Typically this is re-
flective of a church that is no longer on-mission, but is intent on 
winning the culture wars.  

 
 
The Church as Sail Boat: Churches rarely take this view-
point, but some Christians do. With this view, a Christian 

might say, ‘I don’t need to hang out with a bunch of hypo-
crites! I have Jesus and that is enough for me.’ But remember, 
scripture says that a Christian without a church family is an or-
phan.  
 
 
 
 

 
The Church as Air Craft Carrier: In this viewpoint, the 
church recognizes that the carrier is not the mission in and 

of itself. Rather, it is where Christians re-fuel, replenish, re-
evaluate, re-focus, and re-strategize so that they can go out to 
pursue the mission once again. This is the mission of God!  
 

 

PART 3 

1 

2 

3 

4 



53 

 

and What it Means 

The Bible says, if you are a Christian, it means you are a part of the body of Christ.  You could be 
the hand, the ear, the eyes, the nose, the liver.   
 
What would you say if the liver said, "I think for one week I'll be a part of this body over here 
and the next week I'll be a part of that body over there and the week after that I'll be a part of 
this body over here..."   
 
Pretty soon what's going to happen is an unconnected liver shrivels up and dies.  You need to be 
a part of a local church family.  
 
So, What is the difference between being a Christian and being a church family member?  
 
The difference is the word "commitment".   
 
I become a Christian by committing my life to Christ.  I become a member of a church by com-
mitting myself to other Christians. And let me just say that as hard as it is for some to accept Je-
sus Christ as their Lord and Savior.   
 
It is often even harder to commit to His church. Partially, it’s more difficult because God is per-
fect and His church is…well…not!  
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Part 3 — RECAP  

REMEMBER — BEING THE CHURCH 
 
1. ...is a FAMILY! 
 
 
2. God desires for you to be a MEMBER of a church family. 
 
 
3. A Christian without a church family is an ORPHAN. 
 
 
4. The church is ON MISSION.  

 
 
 

QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION 
 
 What are you learning?  
 What do you want to take with you? 
 What are you still wrestling with? 

 
 
 
 

THE GOAL OF PART THREE: 
 

“That I would commit myself to CHRIST  
and to His CHURCH FAMILY.”  
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WHAT’S IN A NAME? 
 
Gateway Community Church is part of the denomination called the Christian Reformed Church 
of North America. 

 
What does that mean? 
 
Well, it means that we are in the Reformed tradition of Protestant 
Christianity. 
 
You may still be asking what that all means? 

 
To answer that question, let us go back to the Protestant Reformation. In 1517, Martin Luther 
nailed his “Ninety-Five Theses” to a church door in Wittenberg, Germany (or so the story goes) 
in order to try and correct some problems that he saw in the Catholic Church at the time. Unfor-
tunately, the Catholic authorities back then didn’t take that very well, and so it wasn’t long be-
fore Luther and a number of others left the church. Those who supported Luther eventually be-
came known as “Lutherans.”  
 
Not everyone who left the Catholic Church agreed with everything Luther said and taught, so 
more than one Protestant Christian tradition developed. Ours, the Reformed Tradition, was one 
of them, and including following Luther, people in the Reformed Tradition follow a couple of oth-
er theologians, like John Calvin, Ulrich Zwingli, Martin Bucer, and more. 
 
Therefore, we are like Lutherans and some other Protestant traditions because we broke away 
from the Catholic Church during the Reformation. However, we also have some differences with 
other Protestants. 
 
Rather than talk about those differences and what we do not believe, let us talk about what we 
do believe, what it means to be “Reformed.” 

 
 

Part 4 // Being Reformed and What it Means 

crcna.org 
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1 SOLA SCRIPTURA “Scripture Alone”—The only foundation! The bible is the only infallible 
and sufficient rule for governing issues of life and doctrine. 

SOLA CHRISTO “Christ Alone”—The only Mediator! Because Jesus Christ is the sole media-
tor between God and man, salvation is possible only by His death and resurrection.. 

SOLA GRATIA “Grace Alone”—The only method! Our justification and salvation are both 
solely by the sovereign grace of God and not dependent on any action or condition man 
provides. 

SOLA FIDE “Faith Alone”—The only means! Our justification before God is by faith in 
Christ alone, and not by works. 

SOLA DEO GLORIA “Glory to God Alone”—The only ambition! All glory and honor is due to 
God alone. 

2 

4 

3 
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Part 4 // Being Reformed 

THE FIVE SOLAS 

 
The Five Solas, or the Five Only’s, form the nucleus of the Reformed Faith which date back to the 
16th century when Martin Luther, Philip Melanchthon, John Calvin, and many others were discov-
ering and exploring new depths of the Christian throughout the Reformation.   
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and What it Means 

Authority of Scripture: As seen on the 
prior page, as the Five Solas were out-
lined, we believe that the Bible is our 

foundation for what we believe and how we 
live. As God’s word, it’s the final authority for 
us as Christians. That’s why we work so hard 
to interpret the Bible well, because it affects 
everything we do, say, think, and believe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sovereignty of God: The Reformed tra-
dition also makes a very big deal out of 
how powerful God is. We basically say 

He’s in control of everything. Now, that might 
seem like a given. After all, don’t all Christians 
believe that? Many do, to an extent, but the 
way Reformed Christians read scripture, we 
emphasize God’s rule in ways other people 
aren’t always comfortable going along with. 
Some areas where we especially highlight 
God’s sovereignty (or you might say “ultimate 
direction and supervision”) would be in the 
doctrines of Creation, Providence, and Elec-
tion. 

IMPORTANT NOTES 

1 2 
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Being Reformed 

Covenant: One of the major themes that 
Reformed people read in scripture is 
the theme of “covenant.” We’ve proba-

bly heard that word a lot in church be-
fore, but what does it actually mean? Well, re-
member how we talked about The Promise 
God made? That’s God’s covenant. It’s his 
Promise that He’ll send a Savior to fix our bro-
ken relationship with him and draw us back to 
him once again. That’s God’s part of the cove-
nant, but most covenants are two-way roads. 
So we have a part too. Our part of the cove-
nant is to stop breaking our relationship with 
God. Unfortunately, since we’re sinful, we’ve 
never been able to keep our side of the cove-
nant. That’s where God’s grace comes in. He 
still keeps his side, even when we fail to keep 
ours.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

In fact, He even sent His Son to keep our side 
for us. It’s like grace on top of grace, and that’s 
actually why the theme of “covenant” is so im-
portant in scripture: because God has always 
kept His covenant, His promise, His plan for 
how He would fix us and His creation. All the 
way back in Genesis 3, God promised us that 
He would send a Savior. The rest of the Bible 
tells The Story of how He did just that, how He 
kept his Promise, how He rescued and re-
deemed us from our rebellion against Him. In 
other words, all throughout history, ever since 
the fall into sin,  
 
God has been calling His people back to Him-
self. He did it with people like Adam and Eve, 
Noah, Moses, the Israelites, David, and others. 
And eventually he fulfilled the Promise in Jesus 
Christ. It’s through him, Jesus Christ, that we 
become members of God’s Church, His Family, 
His covenant people, along with all those who 
came before us. 

PART 4 
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and What it Means 

Worldview: It’s that covenant Story of 
God that shapes our Worldview as Re-
formed Christians. Now, this might seem 

obvious, but a “worldview” is the way 
that a person “views” the “world.” In other 
words, it’s like the lens you look through when 
you’re trying to bring what’s happening around 
you into focus and make sense of it. But there 
are tons of different worldviews out there.  
 
For instance, as we have already talked about, 
there are other Christian traditions, and while 
we emphasize some of the things we just 
talked about, they emphasize different things, 
different lenses to look through. Same thing 
with non-Christian worldviews. Muslims have a 
certain worldview based on what they believe. 
Hindus do too. So do Jews. Atheists also.  There 
are other worldviews that aren’t necessarily 
religious. For instance, Republicans hold one 
worldview. Democrats hold another. Pacifists 
have a worldview that doesn’t include war. Ma-
terialists have a worldview that says there’s 
nothing other than physical material in the uni-
verse; and on and on. There are probably as 
many different worldviews as there are people. 
  

The question for everyone, then, is this, “What 
is your primary worldview? What’s the lens 
that brings all the others into focus?” For Re-
formed Christians, the primary worldview is 
The Story. The Story of God’s Creation, our Re-
bellion, God’s Promise, Christ’s Redemption of 
us, our being the Church, and the coming Res-
toration. That’s what brings everything else in 
our lives into focus for us: The Story of scrip-
ture. As we said before, it affects everything 
we do, think, say, and believe about how to live 
and act as Christians, but also as human be-
ings. It affects our work. Our studying in school. 
Our hobbies. Our friendships. The things we 
enjoy. How we enjoy them. Etcetera.  
 
In fact, that’s another part of what it means to 
profess our faith. It’s not just saying, “I believe 
all this stuff.” It’s living it out every day in every 
area of our lives. Basically, as Reformed Chris-
tians, we put a huge emphasis on our faith as 
our primary worldview, and that’s the lens we 
believe brings everything else into focus. 

4 
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Being Reformed 

We have looked at a lot about what it means to be 
Reformed, and we have discussed a few specifics 
about what that means.  Are there, however, any 
good places to go if we’re trying to go deeper or 
figure out what it is exactly that we believe in our 
tradition? 
 
Yes, and they are called our Creeds and Confes-
sions. Basically, the CRC has a few statements of 
faith that describe who we are as Christians and 
what we believe the Bible teaches. We have 3 
creeds, 3 confessions, and 1 Contemporary Testi-
mony.  
 
Let’s take a look: 
 
OUR THREE CREEDS: 
 

The Apostles’ Creed: One of the oldest 
statements of the Christian faith. It summa-
rizes the apostles’ teaching. Pretty much 

every Christian tradition, denomination, and 
church subscribes to it. 
 

The Nicene Creed: Another ecumenical 
creed (meaning lots of different Christians 
use it, no matter tradition or denomination). 

It was written to correct certain heresies 
when the church was still figuring out what it be-
lieved. 
 

The Athanasian Creed: A creed that the 
Western Church uses (Protestants and 
Catholics). It teaches about the Trinity and 

Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

Creeds are short, succinct statements of faith 
(separating orthodoxy from heresy).  While Con-
fessions are longer, more in depth expressions of 
faith which seek to tie theology to everyday life. 

PART 4 
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and What it Means 

OUR THREE CONFESSIONS: 
 

The Belgic Confession: ”Confession” liter-
ally means “to say together” in Latin. So 
this is a document that Reformed Chris-

tians “say together” about what it means 
to be Reformed. It was written in 1561 in the 
Nederland's (parts of present-day Holland, Bel-
gium, France, and Luxemburg) in order to con-
vince the ruling Catholic authorities that Re-
formed believers were still true Christians even 
if they weren’t Catholic. It didn’t work at the 
time, though, since its author, Guido de Bres, 
was martyred a few years after writing it. 
 

The Heidelberg Catechism: ”Catechism” 
comes from the Greek for “to teach,” so 
this document is meant to help teach 

Reformed Christians their faith. It was 
published in 1563 in Heidelberg, Germany as a 
Sunday School curriculum of sorts to help 
young Christians learn what they believed. 
Broadly speaking, it covers the themes of:  
 Sin: why our relationship with God is bro-

ken,  
 Salvation: how God fixed our relationship, 

and  
 Service: how we thank God for saving us. 
 

The Canons of Dort: ”Canon” comes from 
the Greek for “ruler” or “measuring stick. 
So, it’s the measuring stick we use to de-

termine truth. It was written in 1619 in re-
sponse to a guy named Jacobus Arminius, who 
had written and taught things different from 
Reformed theology. The Canons serve as a 
footnote or appendix of sorts to The Belgic 
Confession and Heidelberg Catechism, be-
cause it goes deeper into certain topics. 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR ONE CONTEMPORARY TESTIMONY: 
 

Our World Belongs to God: A Contempo-
rary Testimony—A “testimony” testifies 
or tells something about who we are. It’s 

kind of like a name badge: “Hello, my 
name is ______________, and this is who I am.” 
Our World Belongs to God was originally writ-
ten in 1986, but is frequently updated. It’s not 
on the same level with The Belgic Confession, 
Heidelberg Catechism, or Canons of Dort, but 
it’s meant to help us apply what we believe to 
modern questions facing us today, questions 
about things like justice, sanctity of life issues, 
human sexuality, marriage, education, human 
society, personal hobbies, technology, creation 
care, government, war, and the like. 

 

4 
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IMPORTANT NOTES 

 
If you have questions about any of what we’ve talked about, here are some of Pastor Justin’s top 
recommendations for further reading, and were a part of forming this booklet: 
 
Christianity: 
 “Mere Christianity” by C. S. Lewis 
 “Reason for God” and “The Prodigal God” by Timothy Keller. 
 “I am a Church Member” by Thom S. Rainer 
 
Reformed Faith: 
 “Deep Down Faith” by Cornelius Plantinga Jr. 
 “Letters to a Young Calvinist” by James K. A. Smith 
 “Calvinism in the Las Vegas Airport” by Richard J. Mouw 
 “Quest of Faith” and “Reformed” by Robert De Moor 
 
Christian Reformed Church: 
 What it Means to be Reformed (pamphlet) written by the CRCNA 
 Ecumenical Creeds and Reformed Confessions (which I can give you if you’d like) 
 CRCNA beliefs: www.crcna.org/welcome/beliefs 
 Baptism of Infants: http://www.crcna.org/resources/church-resources/liturgical-forms-

resources/baptism-children/service-baptism-2013 
 
Additionally, if you’d like to talk more about any of this with one of the pastors, let us know, and 
we will gladly buy you breakfast, lunch, or a cup of coffee. 
 
All glory be to God! 
 
Amen. 

Part 5 // Additional Resources 
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Additional Resources 

Depending on you level of curiosity, we 
thought some added reading material may in-
terest some of you. If that is the case, feel free 
to look through some of the main principles of 
Reformed Theology. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Reformed Accent: Most of what the CRC 
teaches and believes it holds in common with 
believers around the world. Yet as a denomina-
tion we tend to emphasize some teachings or 
Scriptural interpretations more than others. 
How can this be? 
 
If you think of the worldwide church as a body, 
then you can imagine denominations as indi-
vidual organs. Each organ contributes to the 
proper functioning of the body, and each per-
forms a unique function. Or imagine a room full 
of English speakers from different corners of 
the world— Georgia, Australia, Britain, South 
Africa, Scotland, and Toronto. Each speaks the 
same language, but their accents make them 
sound very different! Sometimes we refer to 
our particular emphases as speaking with a 
Reformed accent. Three words that figure 
prominently within a Reformed accent are: 
  
 sovereignty,  
 covenant, and  
 kingdom. 
 
Pages 67-69 further unpack those terms.  

PART 5 
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Sovereignty: It’s all about God! Those of us who 
speak with a Reformed accent hold a very high 
view of God’s sovereignty: God’s plan, God’s 
will, God’s power. Everything that happens in 
the world, from the acts of nations to the faith 
of individuals, is ultimately under God’s sover-
eign control. 
 
We find it very comforting that God’s infinite 
love and grace is coupled with God’s power 
and ability to work on our behalf. You see, we 
know that no human thought or speech or ac-
tion or desire is completely free of the effects 
of the fall. Even our will is tainted. Therefore 
we cannot help ourselves; we are “dead in our 
trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). Our only 
hope, then, is to admit that we have a sin prob-
lem, that we are powerless to help ourselves, 
and that we need to ask for God’s intervention. 
Since God has already stirred such a desire in 
us, we are sure that He will answer our cry. 
 
Mysteriously, God doesn’t accomplish His will 
apart from human faith and action. This means, 
for example, that we are careful in our lan-
guage about salvation. We don’t urge people 
to “accept Jesus into your life”—which could 
imply that human will has the power to keep 
God out, as if we are the directors of our own 
destiny. We’d rather focus on how God calls 
people into relationship with him, urging peo-
ple to say yes to God’s offer of salvation in Je-
sus and offer their lives to God in return. Alt-
hough we’re deeply involved in responding to 
God’s love in Jesus Christ, salvation is ultimate-
ly God’s work from beginning to end. 
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Additional Resources 

Covenant: Another word that shows up a lot in 
our Reformed accent is covenant. Perhaps that 
word isn’t familiar to you. A covenant is like a 
contract or a treaty. It involves partners who 
make promises to each other and then seal the 
deal in some appropriate way—with signa-
tures, for example. The Bible talks of God as a 
“covenant-making God,” meaning that He 
makes promises and keeps them. (The word 
testament, as in Old and New Testaments, real-
ly means covenant.) 
 
This is a very good thing to know! Because the 
sad truth of the matter is that we have a hard 
time keeping our promises. Think of all those 
New Year’s resolutions that dissipate in the 
light of January 2. More sadly, think of the 
number of marriage promises, made in com-
plete sincerity, that are broken. God makes 
firm covenant promises to love and protect, to 
care for and guide his people—in sickness and 
in health, for richer or for poorer. Though our 
promises prove feeble, God’s are firm. In fact, 
God can carry our covenant all by Himself. 
 
Here’s where our accent gets a little more pro-
nounced. We profess that God’s promises are 
not simply made to individuals but to a com-
munity. Not only that, they are generational. 
We take our cue from God’s Old Testament 
covenant with the people of Israel. We note 
that on the day of Pentecost, in the first Chris-
tian sermon, the apostle Peter urges adult 
Jews to “repent and believe” this new interpre-
tation of the events of Jesus’ life and death 

and their complicity in it. When they do so, he 
says, they will receive the promised Holy Spirit, 
which is “for you and your children and for all 
who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God 
will call” (Acts 2:39). Even in the New Testa-
ment, God’s promises are communal and gen-
erational. 
 
This means, for example, that with joy we bap-
tize adults who want to profess their faith, and 
with equal joy we baptize infants (a practice 
that goes back to the early church). There’s a 
catch, though. Baptism is reserved for children 
of believing parents (or a believing parent) 
who are part of the church family, because we 
know that the Holy Spirit is active in those 
households. Those children will grow up to ex-
perience God’s promises at home and in the 
Christian community. Infant baptism is about 
God extending his promise to our children 
even though they have no understanding at 
the time. It is a sign to the whole congregation 
that God’s grace is a gift we cannot earn: it’s 
all about God acting first.  

PART 5 
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Kingdom: A final word that’s important to a Re-
formed accent is kingdom. Here the accent 
gets very broad because kingdom takes in all 
of human culture throughout the world. Unlike 
nations on earth, God’s kingdom does not have 
defined borders. It is not restricted to a certain 
location, like a cathedral; nor can it be reduced 
to “religious” activity. By God’s kingdom we 
mean God’s sovereign rule, God’s sphere of in-
fluence. We believe that God’s Spirit is busy 
extending God’s rule all over creation. 
 
Certainly God’s reign is evident in spiritual ex-
periences of renewal and change, but it is also 
evident in God’s gracious upholding of creation 
day by day, season by season. God’s reign is 
evident anywhere God’s will is done—in ac-
tions, lives, technology, artistry, and institu-
tions. 
 
God calls each of us to participate in the 
spread of his kingdom. The whole world is a 
place where we can carry out the mission of 
restoring God’s creation. In the memorable 
words of Dutch statesman and pastor Abraham 
Kuyper, “There is not a square inch in the 
whole domain of our human existence over 
which Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does 
not cry: ‘Mine!’” 

Our kingdom focus means that our denomina-
tion has been active in some unique kingdom-
building activities. Avoiding any division be-
tween sacred and secular, we encourage en-
deavors in any sphere of human activity: art, 
media, publishing, law, education, labor rela-
tions, caregiving, agriculture, business, social 
justice, and politics. No area of human enter-
prise is exempt. CRC communities have estab-
lished Christian schools from preschool to 
graduate school—not to protect students from 
the world but to give them the tools to engage 
any aspect of culture from the perspective of 
God’s kingdom. After all, it’s God’s world. 
 
Jesus came to inaugurate the kingdom of God. 
His victory over sin and death turned the tide. 
Though sin, brokenness, and evil are still evi-
dent in the world, God’s kingdom is already 
here and is still coming. Someday Christ will 
come again, bringing the kingdom in full. In the 
meantime we pray and act for God’s kingdom 
to come. 
 

 
 
The text above has been excerpted with permission from a brochure entitled The Christian Reformed Church: Who We Are and What 
We Believe, © 2009, Faith Alive Christian Resources, Grand Rapids MI. Print copies are available for purchase. No part of this may be 
reproduced in any manner whatsoever without written permission from the publisher.  



70 

 

Additional Resources 

Christian Reformed Church Governance: The 
Christian Reformed Church in North America 
has two governance structures. One deals with 
ecclesiastical matters such as doctrine, ethical 
issues, and church life and practice. The second 
is in place to govern the ministries undertaken 
jointly by CRC congregations. 
 
Ecclesiastical Governance  
The ecclesiastical structure involves the church 
assemblies: the council (local assembly of the 
elders, deacons and ministers of a congrega-
tion), the classis (regional assembly), and 
the synod (bi-national [Canada and U.S.A.] as-
sembly). 
 
The ecclesiastical structure figured below. 
 
 
 
 
 

Note: We speak of our major assemblies as 
broader, not higher, assemblies. Therefore, the 
grid is horizontal, not vertical. 
 
Ministry Governance 
Although the synod maintains general oversight 
of CRC ministries, it has created a system of 
boards to govern individual ministries 
(agencies). Currently there are seven boards, 
each governing a different ministry, with au-
thority to make the necessary decisions for 
their agencies. 
 
In addition to these seven, another board has 
been established with the authority to super-
vise the management of the agencies and com-
mittees established by synod, including the 
planning, coordinating, and integrating of their 
work. This board is known as the Board of Trus-
tees of the Christian Reformed Church in North 
America. It operates as an agent of synod and 
reports yearly to synod on its work. 

PART 5 

COUNCIL CLASSIS SYNOD 

More on BEING REFORMED 



71 

 

 

History: The Christian Reformed Church has its 
roots in the Reformation of the sixteenth cen-
tury. We believe that we cannot earn our sal-
vation through good works and that the Scrip-
ture is the guide by which we evaluate our 
practices as Christians.  
 
We are a family. We believe that the church is 
the family of God and that we live as brothers 
and sisters under the authority, love and care 
of our heavenly Father. Sometimes we have 
family squabbles, but we know what it means 
to be together. We bear each other's burdens, 
increase each other's joys and enrich each oth-
er's lives. 
 
The Word of God is central to our worship ser-
vices. For this reason the focal point in our 
churches is the open Bible on the pulpit and 
the focal point in our worship together is the 
sermon. The songs and hymns we sing in our 
churches are based on the Scriptures. 
 
We believe that all of life is governed by our 
faith. Our faith in God helps us to make the im-
portant decisions in our lives, not only on Sun-
day but every day of the week.   
 
We have a strong commitment to Christian ed-
ucation. Because of our concern for family and 
our belief that our faith is important in all areas 
of our lives, we support Christian schools and 
offer many programs to help families grow 
spiritually. We want all members to be in-
formed Christians. 
 
 
 
 
 

Where did we come from? Historically, we 
came from the Netherlands. However, today, 
although a majority of our members are still 
from Dutch backgrounds, we can't honestly be 
called a Dutch church - unless we're also called 
a Korean church, a Navajo church, a Southeast 
Asian church, a French-Canadian church, a His-
panic-American church, an African-American 
church, a mosaic church. 
 
More important to us than such ethnic badges 
is our place as one branch of the tree that 
started growing on Pentecost, almost twenty 
centuries ago. 
 
The early Christian church was like the single 
trunk of that tree. After about 1,000 years of 
growth, the trunk divided into two major 
branches - the Eastern and the Western 
churches. In 1517 the Protestant Reformation 
divided the Western (or Roman) church into 
several new branches. One of these Refor-
mation branches, formed under Martin Luther's 
influence, was called the Lutheran church. An-
other branch developed under the influence of 
Ulrich Zwingli and later John Calvin. These 
churches were called "Presbyterian" in Scot-
land and "Reformed" in continental Europe. The 
Reformed churches flourished in the Nether-
lands. In the middle 1800s, some of these Dutch 
Reformed people moved to North America and 
started the CRC. 
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Additional Resources 

John Calvin: What 
sets the Christian Re-
formed Church off 
from many other de-
nominations is its em-
brace of key teach-
ings of John Calvin. In 
a nutshell, these all 
center on the sover-
eignty of God. The 
biblical teachings of 

predestination and election give us comfort 
because they assure us that no one and noth-
ing, not even our own bad choices, can snatch 
us out of God's hand. And the realization that 
God owns all of creation and continues to as-
sert his rule over it gives us a sure hope for the 
future. 
 
John Calvin's teachings blossomed in many 
countries, including the Netherlands. While 
much of the Netherlands remained Roman 
Catholic, the Reformed faith established itself 
as the state church. As is often the case, poli-
tics and church make a bad mix. The Reformed 
Church in the Netherlands began to show its 
share of moral decay and of theological liberal-

ism - the latter largely spurred on by the En-
lightenment, an intellectual movement that 
idolized human reason at the expense of Bible-
based faith. 
 
In response to this trend, a grassroots move-
ment developed among the less-educated low-
er-income folk, who clung to a simple, practical 
faith based on traditional Calvinist doctrines. 
Because the churches did not nurture such 
faith, those who joined this movement wor-
shiped in small groups called "conventicles." 
 
When the Reformed Church began to actively 
persecute the leaders of this movement, a 
number of groups, under the leadership of Rev. 
Hendrik de Cock and others, seceded from the 
church. This branch of Dutch Calvinism ulti-
mately gave rise to the Christian Reformed 
Church.  

PART 5 
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Abraham Kuyper: The 
stream of Dutch im-
migrants into the 
CRC increased dra-
matically in the latter 
part of the nineteenth 
century. These new 
arrivals shared a 
commitment to the 
Reformed creeds and 
confessions, but they 

introduced a very different vision. Their views 
were shaped largely by the great Dutch theo-
logian and statesman, Dr. Abraham Kuyper. 
 
Won over to the simple, biblically based faith 
of those who had seceded from the Reformed 
Church of the Netherlands some fifty years 
earlier, Kuyper led a movement out of the Re-
formed Church that joined the seceders. 
Kuyper's great contribution to the seceder 
movement, and, through the immigrants, to the 
Christian Reformed Church, was a more out-
ward-looking faith. 
 

While still solidly grounded in Scripture and 
the confessions, Kuyper's vision was to claim 
Christ's lordship over all of life. Believers were 
not only called to maintain holy lives in relation 
to God and each other, they were also called 
to extend God's kingdom into the society in 
which they lived. Believers were to look beyond 
the hard, wooden pews and their family altars 
to take on the world for Christ - using Christian 
schools, institutions, and organizations to make 
God's redemptive and recreating work a reali-
ty in the marketplace, city hall, and factory. 
 
The new vision that began to live among CRC 
members did not displace the down-home pie-
ty, but it did spur the infant CRC to peer over 
the walls of its cradle to begin to engage a 
wider world. 
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Where do I go from here? 

Next Steps? 

 
Now that you have had this close look at the mission and values of Gateway, and a lot about our 
Reformed accent, you might be left asking, “Where do I go from here?” or “What do I do next?” 
 
Here’s a few options, all depending upon where you are at in your journey of faith: 

 
Commit your life to Jesus Christ. 
 
Get Baptized. 
 
Make your Profession of Faith / Become a member at Gateway. 
 
Begin serving within the church. 
 
Conversation with a pastor/elder. 
 
Transfer your membership from another CRC church. 
 
Maybe there is something else on your mind? Let us know.   
 

We would love to hear from you.  Feel free to contact any of our staff, find their contact info 
here: gatewaycrc.org/start/staff.   
 
You can even start by connecting with our office: office@gatewaycrc.org 
 
Know that our church staff are regularly praying for all of our members, and particularly our 
guests who are navigating God’s invitation to join His Church, if we can, we do so by name! 
 
May the Lord’s direction in your life be made abundantly clear! 

Biblically Serious.  
Community Driven.  

Relentlessly Missional. 
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Christ’s Call Corporate Worship Community Contribution Community Witness 
God Time Gather Time Group Time Go Time Great Commission Time 
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