
page - 1 -Gateway Community Church 2023/2024

GATEWAY COMMUNITY CHURCH
fall 2023 / winter 2024 sermon series

an exploration of 1 & 2 Samuel
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Optional Reading

Consider buying these two books, and 
join us in reading them throughout this 

series.

Find on Amazon.ca or Chapters.ca, or 
order them through House of James.
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Using this Guide

DEAR GATEWAY,

I am very excited to walk through the books of 1 & 2 Samuel with  you for the next number of months, and 
during our Fall and Winter Life Group  seasons. A lot of planning and preparation have gone into this  series 
and I entrust this resource to you to help you in your own  weekly learning and discipleship. Here are some 
details for you: 

We are taking a deep dive into a new series entitled SHADOW KING - The Life of David. We will take a little 
over four months to work through the books of Samuel which occur in a time not unlike our own – a time where 
“everyone did as they saw fit.” 

Israel has refused to acknowledge God as their King and, as a result, everyone is doing what is right in their 
own eyes. Sounds familiar right? We also live in a time where personal freedom is, perhaps, our culture’s 
highest value:

• You’re not the boss of me; 
• Don’t impose your views on me; 
• What gives you the right to tell me what I should or shouldn’t do?

In the age of individualism, truth is what I make it. There really is nothing new under the sun. In this way, this 
book is incredibly practical and timely for the time in which we live. God saw fit to have you both where you are 
and when you are to make a Kingdom impact in the world in the way you live, breathe, work, play, and interact 
with your neighbors. This book is incredibly practical in helping you discern how to do that. 

Buckle up and hang on. We will be taking a deep dive and sitting in these books, Lord willing, from now until 
Easter.

THE THEME OF 1 & 2 SAMUEL

These chapters in 1 & 2 Samuel answer the question: What’s really wrong with the world? What’s wrong 
with us? Why all the selfishness? Why all the cruelty, corruption, crime, racism, and injustice? Why is it that 
all of us (Christians and non-Christians alike) have this innate sense that the world is not the way it’s supposed 
to be?

The answer to that question, according to 1 & 2 Samuel, is the problem with the world is the human heart. 
The problem with the world is that “everyone does as they see fit.” Sin, in each of us, is something that wants 
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just to be constantly stroked, petted, and admired. Sin is that innate desire to treat everyone around me like 
a ladder and to take advantage of their utility for the purpose of improving my life. Sin is a hamster wheel of 
pride and self-importance. 

The theme of these books, as we will discover, is that God:

OPPOSES THE PROUD,
EXALTS THE HUMBLE.

THE BACKDROP OF 1 & 2 SAMUEL

After Israel was rescued from slavery in Egypt, they made a covenant with God at Mount Sinai and eventually 
came into the Promised Land. There, Israel was supposed to be faithful to God and to obey the covenant com-
mands. 

Before the book of Samuel, the book of Judges shows how Israel failed miserably in their task to walk as cove-
nant-keepers with God. The time of the Judges was a period of moral chaos, conflict, corruption, barrenness, 
and discord. This showed Israel’s need for wise and faithful leaders. 

Judges 16 ends with the death of Sampson, the last judge of Israel. There are no judges in the last 5 chapters. 
There’s no salvation that comes. It’s just a series of stories where everyone is doing what is right in their own 
eyes; everyone is curved in on themselves. These stories reveal what happens when we do that. It starts in 
tragedy. It ends in tragedy. The curtain closes in Judges with these familiar words (which is the fourth time 
they appear in the book of Judges):

In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit.

The books of 1 & 2 Samuel open with that as the backdrop, and it is a movement from the time of the “Judges” 
to the time of the “Kings.” 

What Samuel will reveal is that, while Israel had no earthly King, fundamentally that was because God’s people 
refused to acknowledge God as their King. The Lord was to be Israel’s King. The real problem was not the 
lack of a King, but a lack of obedience to God as their one, true, King. 
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The book focuses on three main characters: The prophet Samuel (where the book gets its name), King Saul 
(Israel’s choice as King), and King David (God’s choice as King). All three of them move Israel from a group of 
tribes led by Judges, into a unified kingdom ruled by King David in Jerusalem. 

THE CHRIST FOCUS

The book of 1 Samuel is home to some of the dearest stories of the Christian faith. The story of David and 
Goliath has inspired many young believers to take a bold stand for Christ in the face of overwhelming odds. 
Hannah’s desperate plea for a child has strengthened countless faithful couples facing their own difficulties in 
conceiving. Samuel’s long search to anoint the young David has reminded all of us that our internal character 
is far more valuable and important than any external appearance or credential. Considering how ingrained the 
stories of 1 Samuel have become in the Christian walk, we might question whether an in-depth study of the 
book would be the most valuable use of time. Might it be more worthwhile to study a  less familiar book? 

For many of us, however, these stories exist in isolation — encouraging and inspiring in their own right, but 
bearing little real connection to the surrounding circumstances or events. We tend to read 1 & 2 Samuel as 
a storybook rather than as a novel. If we were asked about the stories’ significance to the nation of Israel or to 
the overall storyline of Scripture, we might have a hard time coming up with an answer. We might have a good 
idea of their spiritual significance to our Christian walk, but we do not usually consider their connection to each 
other or to the other events in the Bible. What is the overall plot of 1 & 2 Samuel? What was the intended 
message for the people of Israel to whom it was all originally written? How does this impact us today?

You may not know this, but 1 Samuel is the first book of the Bible where the word “Messiah” (Hebrew), or 
“Christ” (Greek) appears. All of Israel’s Kings were anointed with oil and, thus, each was called the “Anointed 
One.” 

However, the history of the first “Christs” in 1 & 2 Samuel will only leave us longing for the rule and reign of the 
ultimate Christ, Jesus.

As we read 1 & 2 Samuel, we will see Jesus, and seeing Him in these books will help us see afresh what it 
means for us to follow Him as King in an age that worships personal freedom, autonomy, and pride. 

I very much am looking forward to this exploration with all of you!

Pastor Justin

Using this Guide



I will give him to the Lord for 
all the days of his life.

How long are you going to stay 
drunk? Put away your wine!

Hannah praying to the Lord for the gift of a child (1 Samuel 1:10-19)
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Outline & Overview of 1 & 2 Samuel

ONE BOOK, OR TWO?

The books of Samuel were originally one book, but were separated later simply because of scroll length. It was 
originally written and one coherent story. 

WHO WROTE IT?

In popular thought, the book of 1 Samuel is often attributed to the prophet Samuel. In reality, its author is 
unknown. 

Its name “Samuel” (which means “name of God”) comes from the primary character of chapters 1-8, who re-
mains a key player until his death in chapter 25.  If anything, his death in chapter 25 means that Samuel could 
not have written anything past 1 Samuel 24. This would leave seven chapters in 1 Samuel and all of 2 Samuel 
unspoken for.

This is not to say, however, that Samuel did not have any part in writing the book. 1 Samuel 10:25 specifically 
mentions that Samuel wrote down the events surrounding King Saul’s coronation in an unnamed book: 

Then Samuel told the people the ordinances of the kingdom, 
and wrote them in the book and placed it before the Lord. (1 Samuel 10:25) 

In the same way, other passages are attributed to different contributors. Hannah was the original source of 
the prayer in 1 Samuel 2:1-10. David wrote the funeral dirge sung for King Saul in 2 Samuel 1:19-27, as well 
as other psalms recorded in 2 Samuel 22-23.

Considering these various contributors specifically identified within the books of 1 and 2 Samuel themselves, 
it appears that the book began as a collection of documents written by several (perhaps many) different indi-
viduals.

After they were written, a final author edited all these works into their present form as a cohesive, sweeping 
narrative. This final author served as the narrator of the story, providing the necessary connections between 
stories and organizing them to give shape and meaning to the book. His work is especially evident in the various 
editorial comments found in several places, such as the frequent statements about how things are “to this 
day”: 

Therefore neither the priests of Dagon nor all who enter Dagon’s house tread on 
the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod to this day. (1 Samuel 5:5)
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WHEN WAS IT WRITTEN?

These books occurs from 1100 B.C. (Samuel’s birth) to 971 B.C. (David’s death). However, this book is a 
compilation of writings formed into one, cohesive book, which was likely finished around 930 B.C. (when the 
Kingdom of Israel was divided).

Significant dates of events within these books:

• 1100 B.C. - Samuel is born
• 1050 B.C. - Saul becomes king
• 1010 B.C. - David becomes king
• 971 B.C. - David dies
• 970 B.C. - Solomon becomes king
• 931 B.C. - Division of the Kingdom

If the books of Samuel were written by a group of contributors, the question of when they were written be-
comes a bit confusing. Of course, some sections were written down very shortly after they actually happened, 
such as the songs of Hannah and David. David’s reign lasted from approximately 1010 BC to 971 BC, so 
Hannah’s prayer after the birth of Samuel, which is presumably the earliest portion of the book, would have 
originated one generation prior to this (perhaps around 1100 BC).

Other portions of the book bear signs of being written later. For instance, 1 Samuel 27:6 mentions “the kings 
of Judah,” a phrase which would probably not have been used until after the kingdom of Israel divided into two 
separate nations of Samaria and Judah in 931 BC.

WHAT IS THE CENTRAL THEME?

God exalts the weak, and humbles the proud

WHAT IS THE CHRIST FOCUS & APPLICATION?

God has exalted the humbled Christ. We should serve God in humility while we await our glorification in Christ.
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Outline & Overview of 1 & 2 Samuel

WHAT IS THE OUTLINE & STRUCTURE?

1 Samuel is laid out in four main parts (which overlap):

1. Samuel
Samuel is the key leader and prophet in the first section of this book. 
• 1-3 - Hannah’s grief and joy – These opening chapters highlight the central theme of the book that God 

opposes the proud, and exalts the humble. It also reveals to us that, despite human evil, God is always at 
work, and he will raise up a Messianic King for His people. 

• 4-7 - The Philistines vs Israel - Another story highlighting the arrogance and pride of Israel, which results in 
God allowing the Ark to be stolen (briefly). Once again, the theme that God opposes the proud, and exalts 
the humble is revealed. Israel must remain humble and obedient if they want to experience God’s covenant 
blessing. 

2. Saul (Two movements)
The first movement is Saul’s rise to power, and his pride (which leads to failure).
The second movement is Saul’s failures, which result in his downfall and tragic death.
• 8-10 - Israel rejects God as King – Israel instructs Samuel that they want a King like all the other nations. 

God says, ‘Give them what they want’ and they anoint Saul (Israel’s choice) as their King. But Saul serves 
as the embodiment of the theme of the book where God “opposes the proud (Saul).” 

• 13, 15 - Samuel confronts Saul (and Israel) and reminds them that God only exalts the humble, not the 
proud. He informs Saul that God will raise up a new king to replace Saul. The next chapters showcase 
Saul’s downfall and eventual death. 

3. David (Two movements)
The drama of Saul’s demise is matched by David’s rise to power.
The second movement highlights his own tragic failure, and the slow self-destruction of his family and his king-
dom. 
• 16-17 - David and Goliath - God’s choice of David is not based on family or status, but simply on his radical 

and humble trust in the God of Israel. This story shows how the “proud” Goliath (and Saul) are brought low, 
while the humble David is exalted. 

• 18-20 - Saul falls into madness, while David rises to power - In pride, Saul becomes jealous…
• 21-26 - Saul hunts David - David runs and waits in the wilderness. He has multiple opportunities to slay 

Saul, but he trusts that despite Saul’s evil, God will raise up a King for His people. [See Psalm 18, 52, 53, 
and 57 as Psalms of David written during this period].

• 31 - Saul’s death.

4. Epilogue
The book concludes with an epilogue that reflects back over the whole story. The author of 1 & 2 Samuel pres-
ents these character studies so that we can find ourselves within them. 

With Saul, comes a warning that we should reflect on our own character flaws (namely, our pride) and how 
they might harm us, and other people. With David, comes a reminder that despite what we may see and ex-
perience, God will never forsake us. We are to walk in humility with God, and with one another, as we yield our 
lives to the ultimate king, Jesus Christ. 



I’ll give your flesh to the birds 
and the wild animals.

This day the Lord will deliver 
you into my hands.

David fighting Goliath (1 Samuel 17)
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Addressing our Hermeneutic

ADDRESSING OUR HERMENEUTIC

As you read and jot down your notes, remember that this book was written FOR us, but not directly TO us. 
That means we need to read it in its proper context to help clearly understand its application to our lives. We 
call this a Biblical Hermeneutic. We review biblical texts this way:

1. Translation, and interpretation,
2. Reception, and application.

The hermeneutical process happens on two levels—

First: How this process was undergone in the ancient world (i.e., how Israel received and applied this letter), 
and,

Second: How to properly address these concerns in the modern world (i.e., how we interpret, receive, and 
apply this letter), and how the two intersect.

While applying a biblical hermeneutic, we will be able to properly apply the rich teachings from this book and be-
come more mature believers as a result.  An important exersize in this practice is also familiarizing ourselves 
with the context of where the content was written.  Consider the following excersice:

PRE-READING EXCERSICE

As earlier noted, Samson was the last Judge of Israel with his story recorded in Judges 13-16.  Remind your-
self of his leadership and efforts, which lead you to read through how the author of Jugdes emphasizes the 
spiritual state of Israel in Judges 17-21.  Read through those chapters and take notice at just how far the 
Nation of Israel was from the Lord.  Then read 1 Samuel (perhaps a couple of times).  

As you read through these narrative texts, jot down questions. Try not to filter your questions even if you think 
you should know the answer and you don’t. Just write down all the questions that arise out of the letter for you.  
Also, take note of elements of these stories that you haven’t noticed before, and let your mind ponder why you 
haven’t noticed them before.

Then, as we walk through this letter together, keep those questions and notes handy as we learn together.
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Recommended Resources

Most commentaries are often highly academic and may be difficult to follow. However, for the sake of com-
pleteness, all are included below. Gateway’s pastors and elders cannot support everything in these commen-
taries, use discretion when studying them:

Pastor Justin’s Top Recommendation for Any Reader:
• 1 Samuel For You (Tim Chester)
• 2 Samuel For You (Tim Chester)
• You are Not Your Own (Alan Noble)

Academic Commentaries:
• 1 Samuel: Looking on the Heart (Focus on the Bible Commentaries)
• 2 Samuel: Out of Every Adversity (Focus on the Bible Commentaries)
• The Expositor’s Bible Commentary (Volume 3): Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 & 2 Samuel

Additional Relevant Resource:
• After God’s Own Heart: The Gospel According to David (Mark J. Boda)

Samuel’s significant events and acts of 
ministy within the land of Israel.
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Attributes of God from 1 & 2 Samuel

ATTENTIVE: God hears and responds to the needs 
of His children.

COMPASSIONATE: God cares for His children and 
acts on their behalf.

CREATOR: God made everything. He is uncreated.

DELIVERER: God rescues and saves His children.

ETERNAL: God is not limited by and exists outside of 
time.

FAITHFUL: God always keeps His promises.

GENEROUS: God gives what is best and beyond what 
is deserved.

GLORIOUS: God displays His greatness and worth.

GOOD: God is what is best and gives what is best. He 
is incapable of doing harm.

HOLY: God is perfect, pure, and without sin.

INCOMPREHENSIBLE: God is beyond our under-
standing. We can comprehend Him in part but not 
in whole.

INFINITE: God has no limits in His person or on His 
power.

IMMUTABLE / UNCHANGING: God never changes. 
He is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow.

JEALOUS: God will not share His glory with another. 
All glory rightfully belongs to Him.

JUST: God is fair in all His actions and judgements. 
He cannot over-punish or under-punish.

LOVING: God feels and displays infinite unconditional 
affection toward His children. His love for them does 
not depend on their worth, response, or merit.

MERCIFUL: God does not give His children the punish-
ment they deserve.

OMNIPOTENT / ALMIGHTY: God holds all power. Noth-
ing is too hard for God. What He wills He can accom-
plish.

OMNIPRESENT: God is fully present everywhere.

OMNISCIENT: God knows everything: past, present, and 
future; all potential and real outcomes; all things micro 
and macro.

PATIENT / LONG-SUFFERING: God is untiring and bears 
with His children.

PROVIDER: God meets the needs of His children.

REFUGE: God is a place of safety and protection for His 
children.

RIGHTEOUS: God is always good and right.

SELF-EXISTENT: God depends on nothing and no one to 
give Him life or existence.

SELF-SUFFICIENT: God is not vulnerable. He has no 
needs.

SOVEREIGN: God does everything according to His plan 
and pleasure. He controls all things.

TRANSCENDENT: God is not like humans. He is infinitely 
higher in being and action.

TRUTHFUL: Whatever God speaks or does is truth and 
reality.

WRATHFUL: God hates all unrighteousness.

WISE: God knows what is best and acts accordingly. He 
cannot choose wrongly.

WORTHY: God deserves all glory and honor and praise.
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Significant cities and areas seen 
throughout 1 & 2 Samuel

Map of Israel
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