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Eugene Peterson and join us in reading it throughout this series. 

Find our reading plan on Page 7. You can order it HERE on 
Amazon or anywhere books are sold.  
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DEAR GATEWAY, 
 
I am very excited to walk through the book of Revelation with you for the next 13 weeks. A lot of 
planning and preparation has gone into this series, and I entrust this resource to you to help you 
in your own weekly learning and discipleship. When you have time, please read through it. 
 
I am sure you have many questions about this book. The Book of Revelation has confused both 
Christians and non-Christians alike for centuries with its strange and unusual references, enigmatic 
images, and peculiar stories. The Reformer Martin Luther called it a “moot prophecy” and even John 
Calvin, though he wrote commentaries on most of the books of the Bible, wrote of Revelation, “I 
don’t understand it.” It has also been hijacked by our culture to mean things it never meant to communicate. To be fair, it is 
one of the most difficult books of the Bible to interpret, but not for reasons you might expect... 
 
In this opening section I will walk you through the cultural and historical context which will give you a solid foundation to 
understand more fully the images that are used in this book. Later, you can read my chapter summaries, glossaries of difficult 
terms and confusing images, and even some book recommendations. But first, let’s review... 
 
THE BACKDROP OF REVELATION 
It’s about 92-94 AD, and all those who saw Jesus and knew him during his ministry have passed away. Almost all the New 
Testament letters have already been written and, along with the four completed Gospels, have been circulating the churches 
in Asia and Europe for a few decades. 
 
Almost thirty years earlier, Nero laughed while Rome burned (64 AD) and later blamed it on Christians. As a result, a great 
persecution broke out. The prolific apostles Peter, Timothy, and Paul were all executed within the next 365 days, along with 
many other Christians. 
 
So, while the first thirty years of the New Testament Church’s life (30-60 AD) were characterized by explosive growth during 
mostly Jewish persecution, Christianity has now defined itself not as a Jewish sect, but as a different religion entirely. 
Christians at this time were focused on the person and work of Jesus and have modeled their lives and communities after 
the life and ministry of Jesus—gathering in one another’s homes, breaking bread, and sharing fellowship and prayer (Acts 
2:42, etc.). During this time, the church experiences the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, many people coming to 
the faith, great miracles in the name of Jesus, and vibrant life. 
 
In these second thirty years (60-90 AD) Christianity has expanded into the very heart of the metastasizing Roman empire 
and into Rome itself. However, a great number of Jews and Jewish Christians fled Jerusalem in 70 AD when Roman General 
Titus destroyed the Temple and some city walls and streets were said to “run with blood.” Since Titus’ “Diaspora,” persecution 
and resistance to Christianity (and Judaism) has grown. Rome’s problem is that Christians are not only evangelical but also 
monotheistic! In other words, they actively try to convince others—through word and deed—of the “Good News of Jesus Christ” 
who is both God and Lord of the universe. But what is worst of all to Roman ears, this Jesus is (apparently) the one and only 
true God. To be a Christian means to refuse participation in temple worship, in mystery cults, and in veneration of the 
Emperor. It sets up conflict in local economies across the empire because religion, politics, and economics are so intertwined. 
Across the empire, participating in “State Religion” (veneration of the Emperor) is a prerequisite for participation in the agora 
or city marketplace. Saying a prayer or offering a token to a statue of the Emperor as you walk through the Victory Arch 
and into the marketplace affords you a chalk or coal mark, which allows you to shop at the local kiosks. (The closest modern 
equivalent is the “bindi”—Hindu prayer dot on the forehead.) 
 
Continued next page… 
 
 

USING this GUIDE 
A letter from Pastor Justin 
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Christians, in proclaiming that “Jesus is Lord!” have subversively said that “Caesar is not!”  As a nearly empire-wide movement, 
Christianity has now drawn the ire of successive Roman Emperors and, while persecution waned for a few years during new 
attempts at empire expansion, under the new Emperor, Domitian, persecution has redoubled. Domitian’s persecution of 
Christians is so fierce that stories (myths) have begun to circulate that Domitian is actually, Emperor Nero, come back from 
the dead (or having faked his death) to haunt Christians. 
 
With that context in mind, John now writes to the third generation of persecuted Christians (After 90 AD) as a political 
prisoner himself. He has been exiled to the Island of Patmos because of his refusal to recognize Caesar as Lord. This is not 
the John of the gospel-writers, nor John of the Epistles (though this has been suggested by some scholars as a possibility), 
but a member of that community and tradition.  John has been exiled for life to Patmos, an island used by Rome as a penal 
colony, likely because he was an important person in the churches of Asia Minor and the authorities preferred that he suffer 
a life of hard labor rather than be put to death, in the hopes that his exile would serve as a warning to those who might listen 
to or follow him.  
 
Writing from his island exile, John’s only likely means of communication with the mainland would have been through letters 
carried by the occasional ship carrying supplies and soldiers/guards to and from the island. Thus, any material deemed 
incendiary to Rome might mean that the letter, if intercepted, would be destroyed. 
 
Revelation, for this reason, seems a sometimes oblique letter: full of confusing language and pictures. To understand it 
requires a robust hermeneutic (understanding of scripture, both Old and New Testament), and a deep understanding of both 
Roman history and culture in the first century AD. In the briefest possible terms, the only hermeneutic that will allow 
Revelation to speak today insists that the letter carried deep, God-breathed, and Spirit-filled meaning for the Christians who 
originally received it. As a result, consider a few principles when reading this book: 
 
First, any interpretation of Revelation that ignores the immediacy of its impact on the early church must be rejected. 
 
Second, the reality of persecution means that the careful language and coded pictures of Revelation require both a deep 
understanding of Roman history and culture and a profound engagement with Judeo-Christian literature (especially the Old 
Testament) and traditions to understand what seems to be sometimes hidden meaning. By mixing metaphors, pictures, and 
references from Greco-Roman history and Judeo-Christian tradition, John ensures that only those who are steeped in both 
will understand the most profound implications of his message. 
 
Third, while this book is filled with strange and unusual metaphors, pictures, and images, it should not deter us from reading 
it. At its core, the message is very simple... 

 
There is a battle waging. The war has already begun. It has raged unseen for millennia. And though we often struggle to see 

the conflict for what it truly is, all of us can feel its affects. 
 

Today, like in the time of the writing of Revelation, we wrestle with the powers of sin and death on a daily basis—and 
sometimes in our darkest moments it can feel like we’re losing. 

 
But the Word of the Lord tells a different story. Hope echoes throughout the pages of scripture. Despite the mystery that 

surrounds it, the book of Revelation offers the people of God a clear message— 
 

Fear not. The Victory is won! 
 
I look forward to exploring this amazing book with you in the coming weeks!  
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In Christ, Pastor Justin 
 
 
 
 
1. FIGHT THE “IT’S ALL BOUT ME!” COMPLEX 
The greatest danger when reading Revelation is to interpret it all through our current context. (See point #2 for specific 
examples). Due to our sin nature, we all suffer with a narcissism complex. One of the ways we do this with apocalyptic 
literature is to interpret all the images and metaphors to be about what we are facing, right now, both individually and 
culturally. However, note that Revelation cannot mean for us today what it did not mean for the original readers 2000 years 
ago. That leads to point #2... 
 
2. REVELATION CANNOT MEAN FOR US TODAY WHAT IT DID NOT MEAN FOR JEWISH CHRISTIANS 
2000 YEARS AGO 
Make sure your interpretation would work for Jewish Christians living under Roman domination 2,000 years ago. For in- 
stance, making the “locusts” into apache helicopters, or the “red dragon” to represent the nation of China, or the covid- 19 
vaccine to be “the mark of the beast”, or the “Seven Trumps” as a reference to the Presidency of Donald Trump (all four are 
interpretations you can find on the internet) is not compatible. Think of it like this—Revelation was written TO Jewish 
Christians 2000 years ago, and FOR us. Since that is the case, any hypothesizing about current events being the fulfillment 
of Revelation are misguided. 
 
3. READ IT IN ITS CORRECT GENRE 
Revelation is not only a prophecy but also a letter and an apocalyptic writing. Remember that apocalyptic literature is less 
about “predicting the signs of the end times.” Rather, it looks forward to a day when God will judge the wicked, vindicate His 
people, and make all things new. 
 
4. REVELATION IS AS MUCH ABOUT THE PAST AS THE FUTURE 
Not everything in Revelation is in the future. It was written to churches in the past. Not everything in Revelation happened 
in the past. We are still waiting on the second coming of Christ as well as the end of all things. 
 
5. REVELATION IS NOT A SECRET CODE BOOK 
Allow Revelation to interpret itself. Instead of guessing what the lampstands are, allow Revelation to tell you (Rev. 1:20). Do 
not read it as if it is a secret code book. The genre of Revelation is highly symbolic and contains a lot of imagery. This does 
not make the meaning of the book less literal; it merely means we must use caution in interpreting the symbols. Interpret 
the symbols in Revelation in light of the Old Testament, especially Ezekiel and Daniel. Instead of opening your newspaper to 
find out who you think the four horsemen are, open to Zechariah 6. Instead of guessing who the beast is, look for clues in 
Daniel 7. 
 
6. REVELATION IS MORE A CALL TO OBEDIENCE THAN A BOOK OF PROPHESY 
Through the Holy Spirit, John reminds us that what we need more than a vision or sign from God is a long obedience in the 
same direction. This book calls us to repentance (to turn toward God), obedience (to follow), and perseverance (to keep 
following even as the circumstances of our life become difficult to bear). 
 
7. USE GOOD RESOURCES 
The Left Behind series may be entertaining, but it presents an interpretation of the book of Revelation that no one in all of 
church history ever held until the early 1900s. It is better to use scholarly commentaries. I provide you with a list of 
“Recommended Resources” on page 14. 
 
8. REVELATION IS ALL ABOUT WHAT JESUS HAS DONE! 
The point of Revelation is to encourage believers to persevere and stay faithful to King Jesus because, although they are 
suffering now and future Christians will suffer as well, Jesus will one day come back to judge His enemies and rescue His 
followers. Keep this vital message at the center, and this book will serve you well by bolstering your faith, captivating your 
heart, and drawing you into the deep, timeless, truths of scripture. 

TIPS for when READING 
Revelation 
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WEEK 
# 

DAY of 
WEEK 

BIBLE READING 
Of the WEEK 

REVERSED THUNDER 
optional reading 

SUNDAY 
SERMON 

TEXT 

SUNDAY 
SERMON 

TITLE 
0 Jan 9-16 Watch Part 1: Bible 

Project Overview of 
Revelation  

Buy “Reversed Thunder”  
Chapter 1  
“Famous Last Words”  

  

1 Jan 17-23 Revelation 1:1-20  Chapter 2  
“The Last Word on Scripture”  

Revelation 1 
 

The Last Word 

2 Jan 24-30 Revelation 2-3  Chapter 3  
“The Last Word in Christ”  

Revelation 2-3 Victory in Doubt 

3 Jan 31-Feb 6 Revelation 4-5  Chapter 4  
“The Last Word on the Church”  

Revelation 4-5 The Last Word on 
Worship 

4 Feb 7-13 Revelation 6-7  Chapter 5  
“The Last Word on Worship”  

Revelation 6-7 The Last Word on 
Evil 

5 Feb 14-20 Revelation 8-9  Chapter 6  
“The Last Word on Evil”  

Revelation 8-11 The Last Word on 
Witness 

6 Feb 21-27 Revelation 10-11 
Watch Part 2: Bible 
Project Overview of 
Revelation 

Chapter 7  
“The Last Word on Prayer”  

Revelation 12 The War Invisible 

7 Feb 28-Mar 6 Revelation 12-13  Chapter 8  
“The Last Word on Witness”  

Revelation 13 The War Visible 

8 Mar 7-13 Revelation 14-15  Chapter 9  
“The Last Word on Politics”  

Revelation 14 Army of the 
Lamb 

9 Mar 14-20 Revelation 16-17  Chapter 10  
“The Last Word in Judgment”  

Revelation 15-16 Wrath Poured 
Out 

10 Mar 21-27 Revelation 18-19  Chapter 11  
“The Last Word on Salvation”  

Revelation 17-19 Conquest 

11 Mar 28-Apr 3 Revelation 20-21  Chapter 12  
“The Last Word on Heaven”  

Revelation 19-20 The Last Word on 
Salvation 

12 Apr 4-10 Revelation 22  Chapter 13  
“The Last Words”  

Revelation 21-22 The Last Word on 
Heaven 

April 17 is EASTER! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REVELATION SERIES 
Study Schedule 
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WHO WROTE IT? The Apostle John (not the same John the gospel-writer, nor John of the Epistles) 
 
TO WHOM WAS IT WRITTEN? To believers in the seven churches in Asia Minor (1:4,11). Each church receives rebukes 
as well as encouragements in accordance with their conditions (2:1-3:22). 
 
WHY WAS IT WRITTEN? To encourage believers to hold on tight to their faith during the storm of persecution 
intensifying against them. Also, to encourage fidelity in the midst of that suffering by affirming God’s control and providential 
care. God is in control and is the victor over sin and death. 
 
WHAT IS THE THEME? God enables his people to stand fast against Satan and his forces until God brings about the 
ultimate and sure victory.  
 
STRUCTURE OF SERMON PASSAGE: 
I. Introduction (1:1-8)  
II. Visions (1:9-22:5) 

A. Vision of Christ: The King, the Priest, the Judge  
B. Exhortations to the Seven Churches 
C. Heavenly Visions (4:1-22:5) 

1. The Scroll and its Seven Seals 
2. Seven Angels with Seven Trumpets 
3. Seven Symbolic Histories 
4. Seven Bowls of God’s Wrath from the Temple 
5. Judgment on Babylon and Vindication of the Church  
6. The Final Battle 
7. The Reign of the Saints and the Last Judgment 
8. The New Jerusalem 

III. Conclusion (22:6-21) 
 
WHAT ARE THE KEY IDEAS? 
1. The church (then and now) faces much suffering in this sinful world. 
2. God requires sincere repentance and enduring faithfulness from His people. 
3. Jesus will return in glory to bring final judgment on the wicked and final blessings to the righteous who overcome. 

 
Christ-Focus: In John’s vision/Revelation, it is the lamb who accomplishes salvation. He is the one who gives the water of life 
to those who are thirsty for it (21:6;22;17). He is the one who by his blood has “purchased for God persons from every tribe 
and language and people and nation” (5:9). The New Testament leaves no doubt that the lamb is Jesus Christ who brings the 
Kingdom of heaven. All who trust in Christ, the Lamb of God, will share in his victory (21:7). 
 
Application: What gives you strength when evil seems overwhelming? Are you thirsty for the Lord’s return? Or are you 
fairly content with the way things are now? 
 
Key Passage: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give water without cost 
form the spring of the water of life. Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will be my 
children” (Revelation 21:6-7). 
   
 
   
 

OUTLINE and OVERVIEW 
of Revelation 
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The Letter structure was summarized on page 8. Here, we will review the book in four main sections: 
 
Chapter 1 sets the stage for John’s encouragement to persevere, and it also defines the focus of the letter: “The Revelation 
of Jesus Christ” (1:1). Here “of” means both “about” and “from.” This letter is birthed out of John’s visions “about” Jesus in the 
heavenly throne room (Ch. 4-11), but his message also carries a message of future hope “from” Jesus to his church (Ch. 12-
22). For example, John’s words in 22:20: “He who testifies to these things [that is, Jesus] says, ‘Yes, I am coming soon.’” 
 
Chapters 2-3 outline specific letters to seven of the biggest churches in Asia minor. Two things to note here: 
 
First, the “church” addressed in each chapter would almost certainly have been made up of numerous “house churches” 
(oikos—extended spiritual families) rather than one specific congregation. 
 
Second, the language in each letter speaks specifically to then current realities in each city and uses language or pictures 
that, again, make sense to us only after careful historical and cultural study. 
 
Chapters 4-11 picture the heavenly throne room. In this section John uses the phrase “I looked” or “I heard” 24 times. This 
audio-visual experience is again challenging to our usually cerebral approach to scripture and misunderstanding or 
misappropriating it has caused many unfortunate and even dangerous modern misinterpretations. John’s main goal in this 
section is to reveal the (rightful) present power of Jesus, contrasted with the illegitimate power of Caesar and Rome (and, by 
extension, other early authorities who would call for our ultimate allegiance). It is a picture of the power of Jesus that allows 
Christians to persevere in the face of unfair persecution. 
 
Chapters 12-22 turn our focus to the intersection of heaven and earth: both the present reality and impact of God’s kingdom 
on earth and the future or culmination of that kingdom on earth. The clash between the kingdoms of Heaven and earth 
(ch.12-13) is very quickly over and John’s visions turn toward the future glory that will come for those who remain faithful 
in the face of persecution; as well as the punishment in store both for those who fall away and for those enemies of God. 
The end of every earthly kingdom (especially Rome, personified by Babylon in Rev 18) is quickly followed by the final triumph 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, again with overwhelming power. Jesus, whom this book has always been about, vanquishes Satan 
forever and leads his people into everlasting life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUMMARY of CHAPTERS 
of Revelation 
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Revelation is filled with confusing words, images, anecdotes, and stories. However, with a greater understanding of both the 
Old and New Testament, it doesn’t have to be. Here are a few important terms: 
 
REVELATION 
The Greek word apokalypsis (or “Ἀποκάλυψις») is literally translated as “the unveiling” or “the removal of the veil so that 
something can be seen.” It is important to note that the word is in singular form. It is a Revelation, not Revelations. While 
there are many stories in the book, this is “The Revelation of Jesus Christ.” When seeing the word Revelation, we should think 
about “...the Lifting of the Cover, The Pulling Back of the Curtain, The Opening Up, The Breaking Through of Jesus Christ!” This 
Revelation is book-ended by a promise and a warning—an invitation to draw near (1:3) and a challenge for those who are 
tempted to stray (22:8-19). 
 
PROPHET & PROPHESY 
Put very simply, a prophet is someone who hears God’s Word and shares it with others. In our culture, we often think of a 
prophet as someone who “predicts future events.” We think of crystal balls, visions, and dreams. While God sometimes uses 
prophets to highlight what is yet to come, their primary job is to call God’s people to obedience. We are called to take what 
a prophet of God says, and to test their words against what God says at other times and places in his word. 
 
SYMBOLISM IN REVELATION 
Because Revelation is a book of prophecy (hearing God’s word; seeing Jesus and heaven as it is) and because it is a human 
and earthly attempt to explain heavenly truths, we need to understand at the outset that Revelation is full of pictures and 
symbols. It does not capture heaven, as it is, in its entirety; and it does not attempt to. Instead, John’s “Revelation of Jesus 
Christ” uses pictures and symbols that we can understand to point us to deeper truths that we cannot yet totally apprehend. 
John says, “I saw” 40 times; and “I heard” 32 times. He uses symbolic numbers and varying pictures to help us try to 
apprehend the deeper truths he sees and hears in heaven. Consider the following symbols that, unfortunately, have been 
hijacked in our culture (and even in some churches), but have very simple and beautiful explanations: 
 

- THE 144,000 WHO ARE SEALED (Revelation 14) 
Logic dictates that John did not pause to personally count 144,000 individuals. Rather, this number is the sum of 12x12x1000. 
In the Old Testament, the People of Israel are made up of 12 tribes. In the New Testament, Jesus calls 12 disciples to follow 
him. Just as Jesus says to Peter, forgive your brother 70x7 times—not meaning 490 times, but an infinite number of times—
so too here John gives us the fullness of God’s people in the Old Testament. The fullness of Jesus’ disciples in the New 
Testament and multiplies it by one thousand. Not literally meaning 144,000 people; but rather a number signifying the 
fullness of all of God’s people in all times and places— both Old Testament and New. 
 

- THE SEVEN [ANGELS, PLAGUES, BOWLS] (Revelation 15—16) 
Throughout the Old and New Testaments, the number seven is a number signifying fullness; and thus, a number associated 
with God. God finished the work of creation and rested on the seventh day. The tabernacle and temple were full of sevens; 
the year of Jubilee was to be every 49th year (7x7). So, in Revelation, John picks up the number of fullness to signify a 
completion to plague and sorrow (15:1); the end of his wrath on a sinful world (16); and all the angels who do God’s work. 
 

- THE NUMBER SIX [OR 666] (Revelation 13:18): 
If seven is a number of fullness, then six is a number of incompletion, sometimes even of evil; thus it is associated with Satan. 
Six days for work are incomplete without a seventh to rest; Jesus offers six woes to the Pharisees (Lk. 11). So, in Revelation 
666 stands for total incompletion and total evil. 
 
 
 
 

GLOSSARY of TERMS 
Confusing words, images, and metaphors 
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- THE THOUSAND YEARS [MILLENIUM] (Revelation 20) 
Like other numbers and symbols in Revelation; this image cannot be taken literally. If it were, we should ask, “Whom do the 
saints rule? Do they rule from earth or heaven? How is their resurrected life compatible with life in an un-renewed earth?” But 
such questions miss the point. Instead, the thousand years is a metaphorical period during which Christian martyrs reign 
with Christ (the true King!) while Satan (the usurper king) is bound until the final judgment. Thus the “great tribulation” (Rev. 
7:13) and the “millennium” reign of Christ coexist as the time between Jesus’ ascension and second coming. The dead in Christ 
end their suffering and join him in heaven, while those on earth continue to await Christ’s second and final coming. 
 
IMAGES & PICTURES OF JESUS IN REVELATION 
As the Apostles’ Creed testifies, the Jesus we see in Revelation is not (only) Jesus the man, but rather Jesus the ascended 
King, seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. In trying to capture different aspects of our resurrected King, John 
pictures him at least three different ways: 
 

- THE LION OF JUDAH (Revelation 5:5) 
Jesus is given his Old Testament title(s), including “the Root of David.” Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophetic 
hope. 
 

- THE LAMB (Revelation 5:6ff) 
Not only is Jesus the Lamb, but he is “a Lamb, standing as though it had been slain.” This is a reference to Jesus’ death and 
resurrection; but also stands in contrast to the Beast “who was wounded by the sword and yet lived.” This reference to a 
first century myth about Nero paints the beast as a pretender to the throne of heaven— accessible only through resurrection 
life—while the lamb who had been slain is the only true king. 
 

- THE RIDER ON A WHITE HORSE (Revelation 19:11-21) 
This final picture of Jesus as “King of kings and Lord of lords” (another Old Testament allusion) shows Jesus as the uncontested 
king. While the divine battle(s) take up chapter upon chapter of Revelation, when the King finally rides out on his white 
horse, the battle is over a few sentences (19:19-21). 
 
ANGEL(S) 
The Greek word for “angel” has two meanings: (1) what we normally understand an angel to be—agent of the will of God on 
earth, & (2) simply, “messenger.” Angels are messengers of God—they bring his word and will to bear on earth; but John also 
is a “messenger” of God. These two uses of the word are especially helpful in understanding the letters to the churches in 
Revelation 2-3. 
 
THE TWO WITNESSES (Revelation 11) 
Commonly understood to be Moses and Elijah because of v.6; the two witnesses should not be understood to be literal or 
(only) future characters. Rather, Moses and Elijah were the two great Old Testament prophets. Because John places himself 
in the prophetic tradition and writes to a church facing persecution, even as he faces his own death; he sees Moses and Elijah 
as “lampposts” (11:4) lighting the way for the faithful among God’s people. Along with Jesus, Moses and Elijah are seen to 
experience resurrection life and power, after a lifetime of persecution and pain. These are figures who, no doubt, would 
strongly resonate with a church under siege. 
 
THE TWO WOMEN (Revelation 12 & 17) 
The women in Revelation 12 should be understood as the embodiment of the covenant community—the people of God in all 
times and all places—this is the community that gives birth to Jesus (12:5) and which is watched over and protected by God 
(12:6) even in the desert. Conversely, the woman in Revelation 17 is described as a prostitute and rides a scarlet beast. She 
is drunk on the blood of the saints (17:6) and is “unveiled” in 17:18 as Rome—the city and the Empire. Thus, the very real 
contrast ensues once again between the people of God and the people of this world, the kingdom of God and the kingdoms 
of this world. 

GLOSSARY of TERMS 
Confusing words, images, and metaphors 
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THE RED DRAGON (Revelation 12) 
This is again a figurative portrayal of Satan (Rev 12:9). 
 
THE BEAST OF THE SEA (Revelation 13:1-10) & THE BEAST OF THE EARTH (Revelation 13:11-18) 
Most interpretations point to these being Emperors “Nero” (Sea) and “Domitian” (Earth). Both instituted harsh punishments 
for those who would not worship them. At any rate, it certainly alludes to the forces of evil and those who carry out the will 
of Satan. 
 
BABYLON THE GREAT (Revelation 17—18) 
The clearest and most immediate interpretation of “Babylon” is the Roman Empire, which John pictures as fallen. This would 
have seemed like an impossibility to first century Christians who had heard thousands of times that “the sun will never set 
on the Roman Empire”—both a reference to its size and to its longevity. Yet, more broadly, “Babylon” refers to all powers and 
principalities of darkness (Eph. 6:12) that stand against the Kingdom of God. 
 
THE NEW JERUSALEM (Revelation 21) 
John refers to the literal city of Jerusalem as “Sodom and Egypt, where [our] Lord was crucified” (11:8). The New Jerusalem, 
then, is not meant to be understood first as a literal place; instead, it is the kingdom of God coming to rule and reign finally 
and forever on earth. This New Jerusalem, which coincides with the “new heaven and the new earth” (21:1) is “coming down 
out of heaven from God” (21:2) and firms up God’s promise to David, “your throne will be established forever” (2 Sam 7:16). 
This is the final triumph of King Jesus! His throne, his rule and reign established forever! And all this in a world that is 
renewed by the power and redeeming love of God. God does not abandon the work of his hands; so he says, “I am making all 
things new!” (21:5). Note that he does not say, “I am making all new things.” This kingdom victory is reinforced by the words, 
“It is finished” (21:6), spoken from the throne of this new city—a bookend, as it were, that serves to finalize the rule begun 
when those words were first spoken by the king as he hung on the cross. The dimensions of this new Jerusalem (21:16-17) 
make clear that this is not to be confused with the earthly city or with any specific time in history. This is a city and a 
kingdom greater than the whole world! 
 
THE RIVER OF LIFE (Revelation 22) 
The river and the tree pictured here echo Genesis 1 and Psalm 1. This is the place where God’s presence dwells with man 
once again and wisdom is not searched for, but simply provided because of God’s presence. “No longer will there be any curse” 
(22:3) hearkens back to Genesis 3 and reminds us of the scope and finality of this new city and kingdom. “No night” and “no 
lamp” and “no sun” (22:5); combined with the images of water and the fruitfulness of the tree picture for us that God and 
only God is the source of life and light. This powerful and final picture remains an oasis of hope in the midst of the desert of 
persecution for God’s people throughout history. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GLOSSARY of TERMS 
Confusing words, images, and metaphors 
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THE SEVEN CHURCHES 
John writes his letter to seven churches throughout the region of modern-day Turkey. Each church has its own unique 
challenges it is facing: 
 

1. Ephesus—Abandoned Love 
2. Smyrna—Persecution is Coming  
3. Pergamum—Repent 
4. Thyatira—Beware False Prophets  
5. Sardis—Asleep 
6. Philadelphia—Persevere 
7. Laodicea—Lukewarm Faith 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GLOSSARY of TERMS 
Confusing words, images, and metaphors 
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Most commentaries are often highly academic and may be difficult to follow. However, for the sake of completeness, I have 
included them below. Gateway cannot support everything in these commentaries, so you should use discretion when 
studying them: 
 
PASTOR JUSTIN’S TOP RECOMMENDATIONS [FOR ANY READER] 
• Discipleship on the Edge by Darrell W. Johnson 
• Revelation For You (Commentary) by Tim Chester 
• Reversed Thunder by Eugene Peterson 
• Revelation for Everyone by N.T. Wright 
 
MORE APPROACHABLE COMMENTARIES 
• The Theology of the Book of Revelation by Richard Bauckham 
• The Revelation to John by Stephen Smalley 
• Apocalypse and Allegiance: Worship, Politics, and Devotion in the Book of Revelation by Nelson Kraybill 
• The Climax of Prophesy 
 
ACADEMIC COMMENTARIES 
• Revelation (3 Volumes) by David Aune in the Word Biblical Commentary series 
• Revelation (Commentary) by Ben Witherington III 
• The Book of Revelation by G.K. Beale in the New International Greek Testament Commentary series 
• Revelation by Grant Osborne in the Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament series 
• The Revelation of Saint John by Ian Boxall in the Black’s New Testament Commentary series 
• The NIV Application Commentary by Craig S. Keener 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDED  
Resources 
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In this Winter 2022 semester of Life Groups, as you gather with your group during the week, be sure to pick up your printed 
sermon guide with blanks to fill in and space to take notes during the messages in the services.   
 
If you can attend our services in person, you will be able to find the printed sermon guides on the tables at each of the 
entrances to the auditorium.  There are little pencils there to use as well, grab one of each before you find your seat!  If you 
attend our services via the livestream online, you can find a link to the sermon guide through the DIGITAL BULLETIN button 
link, on the LIVESTREAM page, from there you can print off the guide at home. 
 
Inside the sermon guide, we place all of our Life Group discussion questions, which follow a flow from GETTING TO KNOW 
YOU questions, which are easy to answer ice-breaker questions.  Next comes a QUICK REVIEW section, where we look back 
to the message we heard the prior Sunday.  Then comes the DIGGER DEEPER questions that have us dive into the theme of 
the text.  Before you attend your group during the week, we encourage you 
to spend time reflecting on these questions, so to prepare yourself for the 
group discussion to come. 
 
Here’s a glance at our Winter 2022 Semester Calendar: 
 

 
To sign up for a group this semester, you can do so by going to our LIFEGROUPS (gatewaycrc.org/lifegroups) page online 
and following the SIGN-UP links there.  Signups begin online Wednesday, January 12 at noon, and in-person at our service 
on Sunday, January 16th.  
 
If you have any questions about our Life Groups, do not hesitate to contact the church office by email or by phone: 
 office@gatewaycrc.org 
 604.859.5908 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DATE WEEK 

January 23-29 Week 1 (Potluck/Social) 

January 30-February 5 Week 2 

February 6-12 Week 3 

February 13-19  Week 4 

February 20-26  Week 5 

February 27-March 5 Week 6 

March 6-12 Week 7 

March 13-26 Spring Break (Book your Serve project for this period!) 

March 27-April 2 Week 8 

April 3-9 Week 9 

April 10-16 Week 10 (Potluck/Social) [optional] 

LIFE GROUPS 
are following this series 
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Watch our Sunday Morning Services here: 

GATEWAYCRC.ORG/LIVESTREAM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


