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NEHEMIAH REBUILT THE WALLS
NEHEMIAH 1 – 7

KEY PASSAGE:
2 Corinthians 7:10

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
How should we feel when we sin? When we sin, we should feel sorry that we have
disobeyed God and want to turn from our sin because we love Him.

CHRIST CONNECTION:
Nehemiah led the people to rebuild the walls around Jerusalem to protect them

from their enemies. Jesus came to protect us from our greatest enemies, sin and

death. He died on the cross and rose from the dead to rescue everyone who

trusts in Him.



P RIOR T O TEA CHING THE SESSION

LEADER Bible Study
(Preparation for Sunday)
Recall the last time you were faced with

devastating news or found yourself filled with

angst, worry, or fear. How did you respond?

Anger and bitterness are common reactions

to bad news. We may feel tempted to isolate

ourselves from others. Grief

is complex, and responses vary greatly. However,

according to the Bible, Nehemiah’s response is

the best response.

We read about Nehemiah’s general response

in Nehemiah 1:4. Then in Nehemiah 1:5-11, we

discover the specific way that Nehemiah prayed

in response to this devastating news. He

recognized God’s faithfulness, requested God’s

ear, confessed sin, and committed his people to

the Lord’s care.

Nehemiah began his prayer with a recognition

of the faithfulness of God. He indicated his

confidence that God had been and would

continue to be faithful. He then requested God’s

ear. Though Nehemiah was confident that God

heard him, he opened and closed his prayer of

dependence by begging God to listen to his

request.

Why did Nehemiah pray this way? Likely, he

was further demonstrating his deep conviction

that God and God alone is able to work in such a

way that would bring about

restoration.

Nehemiah’s prayer also demonstrates his

belief that sin has serious consequences.

He confessed his own sin and the sin of his

family, recognizing that God was fully aware

of their sin, but also that this sin was not to

be taken lightly and needed to be dealt with.

Finally, he committed his family—the

Jewish people—into the hands of this faithful

and just God. He trusted God to be faithful to

His word and His people. Though Nehemiah

didn’t know what the outcome would be,

he was confident in his God, that He would

remain faithful no matter what.

Nehemiah’s response demonstrated a

deep love, trust, and

confidence in God

that is exemplary

for each of us.

When we face

moments of

devastation, we can—

with deep dependence—

turn to God and find

comfort.
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P RIOR T O TEA CHING THE SESSION

Kids Church Order

Keep a regular supply of the following items available at all times: Bibles, pens or pencils,

markers, crayons, colored pencils, scissors, glue or tape, paper. This will be available on

Sunday mornings.

Activity Page
 “Rebuild the

Wall” activity

page

Attendance

Worship
 worship song

“Amazing Grace! My Chains are

gone.

Additional song of your choosing

Introduce the Session

Big Picture Question
 Big Picture Question Poster

Review the Timeline
 Giant Timeline

Tell the Bible Story
 “Nehemiah Rebuilt the Walls”

video

 Bible Story Picture Poster

 Old Testament Mediterranean

Map (optional)

Mission Moment

Collection bags

Information about Projects

Prayer

Memory Verse

 John 3:16 Verse Board

 Memory Board

Review & Bible skills
 Small Group Timeline and

Map Set

 world map

Activity Choice
 Big Picture

Question

Poster

 dry erase board

 dry erase marker

Easter Activity
 Paper links

 Tape/Staples

Family Take Home
 Remind parents of the ‘family

take

home’ activity

Prayer
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WELCOME Kids in mentorship rooms when they arrive from ‘big’ church
(5 minutes)

Greet each kid by name as he or she arrives. Fill out attendance sheets, build relationships,

and help new kids connect to your group.

ACTIVITY PAGE (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “Rebuild the Wall” on the activity page.

SAY Today, we will hear how a man named Nehemiah led God’s people to rebuild the walls
around the city of Jerusalem. We will also learn how God protects those who trust in Him.

Keep an eye on the clock – this ‘Welcome Time’ is only for 10 minutes.

Transition from WELCOME to LEARN
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THE ST OR Y OF THE GOSP EL (LARGE GROUP)

● Worship (10 minutes)

Say “We so excited to start our time in Large Group with singing. Singing is a very important part of our worship
to God. He loves it when we sing song of worship to Him. We sing for Jesus so I want to encourage to sing loud,
not shout, and sing with a smile on your face. The Bible says God is at work in our signing. 2 Kings 3:15 says (this is
Prophet Elijah speaking), “Now bring me a musician. And when the musician played, the hand of the LORD came
upon him.” 
We will be singing 2 songs today so let’s stand so that we can sing our best for Jesus.”

INTRODUCE THE SESSION (3 minutes)

● Show the countdown video as the various groups arrive and then introduce the Bible story.

SAY It is so good to be with you today! My name is [your name]. Let’s see who has a Bible today. If you
have your Bible, say, ‘I’ve got my Bible!’ [Allow responses and distribute Bibles to those who

need one.] The Bible teaches us about who God is, who we are, and how much He loves us.
Let’s open our Bibles to the Book of Nehemiah. [Help kids locate Nehemiah.] Nehemiah was given a very

important job from God. Even though God’s people had sinned and were taken away to Babylon, God set
them free and gave them a chance to rebuild the city of Jerusalem. God used
Nehemiah to help with the rebuilding. The leadership of Nehemiah reminds us that God was with His people and
was faithful to help them, even when they had been unfaithful to Him.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION (1 minute)

SAY Does anyone remember the big picture question and answer? Let’s say the big picture question
and answer together: How should we feel when we sin? When we sin, we should feel

sorry that we have disobeyed God and want to turn from our sin because we

love Him.

In our Bible story, we will learn that Nehemiah felt sorry for his sin. He understood that he and all of the people had
disobeyed God. Nehemiah remembered that God was faithful to forgive. Nehemiah wanted to obey God and
show that He loved God. The Lord is faithful to forgive us too. When we repent of our sin, we turn from our
sin and show God we love Him by following His ways.

REVIEW THE TIMELINE (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as you review.

SAY God’s Word is one big story and it all points to Jesus. When we read the stories in the Bible, we are
reminded that God will always protect His people, and He sent Jesus to protect us from our enemies—sin
and death. Last week, we learned that there was an enemy trying to destroy God’s people. Esther bravely
went to the king and told him all about Haman’s evil plan. God was in control and kept Esther and her people
safe.

Today, we will learn about another way God protected His people. God used Nehemiah to lead the people
in rebuilding the wall and reminded them they needed to trust in Him.
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THE ST OR Y OF

THE GOSP EL

LEARN the Bible Story

TELL THE BIBLE STORY: VIDEO
OR STORYTELLER (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Nehemiah 1–7. Use the Bible

storytelling tips to help you tell the story, or

show the Bible story video “Nehemiah Rebuilt

the Walls.” Use the bold text to retell or review

the story.

NEHEMIAH REBUILT
THE WALLS

God’s people had lived in Babylon for

70 years. Then King Cyrus, the king of Persia,
took over Babylon and let them go home. Some

of God’s people went home to Judah,

but some of them stayed in Babylon.

Nehemiah (NEE huh MIGH uh) stayed

and worked for the king of Persia.

One day, some men came from Judah.

Nehemiah asked, “How are God’s people

in Jerusalem?” The men had bad news:

“The people are in trouble. The walls

around Jerusalem are broken down, and

the gates are burned down.”

Nehemiah sat down and cried. Then

he spent time praying and fasting. The

king noticed Nehemiah and asked, “What’s

wrong? Why are you sad?” Nehemiah was
afraid; no one was supposed to be sad around
the king. Nehemiah said, “The city

where my ancestors are from is in

ruins.”

The king sent Nehemiah to Jerusalem.

Nehemiah led the people to start

rebuilding the walls and gates. The
workers put in doors, bolts, and bars. They cut
stones and lifted them into place on the wall, and
they filled in gaps and holes. All around the city,
people worked side by side. Soon the

wall was half as tall as it had once been!

But not everyone was happy that

Jerusalem’s walls were being rebuilt.

Some men who lived nearby made a plan

to attack them and stop their work.

God’s people prayed and chose men to

guard the walls all day and all night, but
the people were discouraged.

Nehemiah reminded the people that

God was with them. “Don’t be afraid,” he
said. “God is great and powerful! Be ready. If our
enemies attack us, God will fight for us!”
Enemies could threaten God’s people,

but they could not make God’s people

stop building. Their enemies were not in
charge of rebuilding the wall; God was!

So God’s people went back to work.

Some stood guard with weapons, and

others worked on the wall. Some men
worked with one hand and held a weapon in the
other. They were always ready to fight,

just in case.

Nehemiah was a wise and good leader

for God’s people. In just 52 days, the

wall was complete! The gates were repaired,
and the wall was restored. The city was

ready for more of God’s people to come

home. When all of Jerusalem’s enemies

heard that the wall had been rebuilt,

they were afraid because they knew God

was with His people.



STORYTELLING TIPS
Build a wall: Use blocks or boxes to create a wall around the
kids while you teach.

Teach inside the wall: Invite kids to sit in a square or rectangle.
Organize the kids to be the wall of Jerusalem while you teach
from inside the city.
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THE ST OR Y OF THE GOSP EL

Christ Connection: Nehemiah led the people to rebuild the walls around Jerusalem to protect them
from their enemies. Jesus came to protect us from our greatest enemies, sin and death. He died on
the cross and rose from the dead to rescue everyone who trusts in Him.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY

SAY Nehemiah was a Jew living in Babylon. God had given Nehemiah a job with great influence. What
was Nehemiah’s job? [Allow responses.] Nehemiah was a cupbearer to the king of Babylon. God placed
Nehemiah in a special position to help the Jews, just as God had placed Esther as queen of Persia to save
them from Haman’s evil plan.

Some of the Jews had gone back to Jerusalem but were sad to find the walls around Jerusalem broken.
Walls and gates were built to keep enemies out. Nehemiah was very sad to hear about the broken wall. What
did the king do when he saw how sad Nehemiah was? [Allow responses.] The king told Nehemiah he
could go back to Jerusalem and rebuild the wall.

Some people tried to stop the wall from being built and attacked the builders. What did Nehemiah tell his
people when they were being attacked? [Allow responses.] He told them to trust God. God would
protect His people. How long did it take to repair the wall? [Allow responses.] It only took 52 days to
rebuild the wall! That was so fast that the enemies around Jerusalem knew the Jews had God’s help. The
enemies were very afraid.

God is faithful to provide and to protect His people from their enemies. God is in control of every
situation. We can trust and believe that He will be faithful to us.

CHRIST CONNECTION

SAY Nehemiah led the people to rebuild the walls around Jerusalem to protect them from their enemies.
Jesus came to protect us from our greatest enemies, sin and death. He died on the cross and rose from the
dead to rescue everyone who trusts in Him.

MISSIONS MOMENT (3 minutes)

SAY This is our time that we give back to God! We are so excited that Kids Church will be

helping a young child in (__________).  Each week we will take a collection to help ____________

go to school and have food to eat. Every week we will learn more and more about ___________

and we will have opportunities to draw him/her pictures and letters. So, Make sure you ask

your mom and dads for some money to give in the collection.
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THE ST OR Y OF THE GOSP EL

PRAY (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before transitioning to their mentorship groups.

SAY Thank You, Lord, for protecting and providing for your people. Thank you that we get to learn
about ___________.  Thank you for sending Jesus to rescue us from sin and death. Help us share the good
news of the gospel with others. In Jesus’ name, amen.

MOVE TO SMALL GROUPS

Transition from LEARN to LOVE
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THE GOD OF THE GOSP EL (small group)

LOVE God by Applying the Story

Memory Verse: (5 minutes)

Help the kids to memorize the Bible Passage of John 3:16. Say it with them and have them repeat after you.

After the second week of memory verse, challenge the kids to recite it for you. If they do, give them a candy or

some type of reward that is provided in your Craft Bin.

REVIEW & BIBLE SKILLS (5 minutes)

Distribute Bibles and display the Old Testament Kingdoms Map. Guide kids to open their Bibles

to Nehemiah 1. Explain that Nehemiah is in the Old Testament and tells the story of God’s people

returning to their home of Jerusalem after being in captivity in Babylon for 70 years.

Choose a volunteer to read aloud Nehemiah 1:5-9. Consider pointing out Jerusalem (H5) on

the Old Testament Kingdoms Map to show where the wall was rebuilt.

SAY Nehemiah showed he was sorry for his sin when he prayed to God. He knew that the destruction
of Jerusalem was because God’s people had sinned. Nehemiah repented and then he trusted in God’s Word.
Nehemiah believed that God would be with His people. Nehemiah obeyed God and led the people to rebuild
Jerusalem’s wall.

We should be sorry for our sin too. Like Nehemiah, we repent of sin because we love God and want to
obey Him. God is faithful to forgive us and help us live for Him.

GROUP DISCUSSION (10 minutes)

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss.

SAY Could God’s enemies make the people stop rebuilding the wall? Why not?
Discuss how Nehemiah reminded the people that God was with them and would fight for them.

Lead kids to understand that God’s people trusted in Him and knew He would help them finish

the wall. Encourage kids to remember that God is with them too and that they can always trust

in Him.

SAY Why were Judah’s enemies afraid when the wall was finished?
Explain to kids that 52 days is a very short time to rebuild a wall around an entire city. Help

kids understand that the enemies were afraid because only God could help the people build a

wall that fast. Lead kids to understand that Israel’s enemies knew God was with His people and

would continue to protect them.

SAY What does this story teach us about Jesus?
Help kids understand that just like God protected His people through the rebuilding of the wall,

Jesus protects us. Remind kids that we have a spiritual enemy: Satan. Discuss how Satan wants

to destroy those who believe in Jesus, but Jesus protects us from Satan. Remind kids that Jesus

also protects us from our enemies’ sin and death.

Transition from LOVE to LIVE



ACTIVITY

THE MISSION OF THE GOSP EL (Small Group)

ACTIVITY
Chain link cross display for Easter 2023.
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