
HELPING PEOPLE TO LOVE & SERVE JESUS 

We are beyond thankful for all those who 

stepped up to help out with bringing out 

the perspectives of men and woman 

around the cross during the Lenten sea-

son.  We acknowledge that stepping onto 

the stage is a vulnerable thing, and we are 

very appreciative of those who were able 

to bring to life the perspectives and 

thoughts of those who walked the road to 

Calvary alongside our Saviour.  Many of 

the characters you heard from worked 

hard to make and adapt the script they 

delivered their own.  
 

We were blessed to have experienced the 

darkness surrounding Holy Week through 

the stories you shared, whether that was a 

scripted version, personal interpretation, or testimony.  
 

Thank you to the Creative Team for their work to trans-

form our sanctuary from Lenten remembrance to cele-

bration and hope on Easter Sunday.  We are thankful too 

for the many grandparent/grandchild partners that 

brought flowers up to transform our sanctuary.  
 

Pastor Bill and Pastor Marcel:  thanks for reading and 

advising us on service order, monologues, confessions, 

etc. for the Sundays of Lent. As well, thank you to our fel-

low staff members  for all the extra work needed for the 

Lent Services. Thankful for our worship teams and media 

booth volunteers who share their talents and time in the 

worship ministry at Gateway.  We are so grateful for eve-

ryone who is involved in the worship ministry at Gateway, 

in leading our congregation to glorify God. 
 

And for our husbands, children and parents, who often 

had to serve as sounding boards for our ideas, thoughts 

and revisions.  

Are you  
passionate 
about small 
group ministry?  
 

Pastor Justin is looking 

for a handful of men 

and women who would 

join him on building a 

brand new small group ministry from 

the ground up. The ideal candidates are 

people who have gifts in administra-

tion, visioning, and/or coordinating, 

who love small groups, and absolutely 

love new challenges!  
 

At this point, you might be intrigued 

but don't want to sign up for something 

before you know what it fully entails. If 

that is you, please contact Pastor Justin 

via email or talk to him after the morn-

ing service. Please make contact by or 

before Monday, May 20th. From there, 

interested parties will gather together 

for a zero-commitment lunch to discuss 

next steps. 

 

 justin.g.carruthers@gmail.com   

It has been a little over a 

month since I came on as the 

Director of Children’s Ministry, 

and I am truly in awe of how 

much time and energy our 

congregation pours into the 

children of Gateway. What a 

blessing it is that we have the 

opportunity to further the 

Kingdom of God by teaching 

our children how much Jesus 

loves them!  
 

I had the pleasure of meeting with the Children’s Ministry 

Leaders, and the passion they have for the children of our 

church is infectious. We were able to identify strengths 

and celebrate the successes, while also identifying the 

challenges that are faced within our ministries. I am so 

excited to be working closely with our children’s ministry 

leaders to make these programs grow to their full poten-

tial. Confirming that our Safe Church Policies and Proce-

dures are being followed is also a priority, to ensure that 

members and guests alike, will know that their children 

are being well taken care of.  Thank you to each and every 

member of Gateway that follows 

the call to teach our little ones 

about the love of Jesus.  
 

NURSERY/TODDLER ROOM: 

Keep your eye out for activity and 

colouring sheets for our toddlers 

that they can enjoy during their 

time in the Toddler Room! 
 

KIDZ CHURCH:  Our Kindergar-

ten to Grade 3 Kidz Church pro-

gram will wrap up on June 16! 

Grade 3 students, make sure you 

are in church on June 16 for your 

graduation! There will be 

a summer program for our 

3 and 4 year olds!  Our ac-

tivity boxes will be making 

a comeback soon! NEW – Look for the DIG DEEPER Ques-

tions in the weekly newsletter email! 
 

GEMS and Cadets have both wrapped up for the 2018-

19 season. The theme from both programs this year was 

Be a Blessing, and the theme verse was from 2 Corinthi-

ans 9:8 “And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that 

in all things, at all times, having all that you need, you will 

abound in every good work.” 
 

In April the grade 4-7 GEMS took a trip to Timberline 

Ranch! The grade 5-7 Cadets had a great weekend 

camped here at Gateway the first weekend in May.   
 

We want to thank the leaders that gave of their time and 

energy to bless our programs this year.   
 

As we look towards next year, please pray for the ongoing 

mission of GEMS, Cadets, Kidz Church and Nursery. Please 

consider if God is calling you to be a part any of these 

ministries. 

Do you volunteer at Gate-

way?  If so, you are invited to a 

Volunteer Celebration even-

ing on Tuesday, June 4, 2019 

at 6:30pm.   
 

Please RSVP with Carol at  

office@gatewaycrc.org or sign 

up the Welcome Center.   
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LIST FIVE INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT YOURSELF 

JUSTIN: 1) My uncle did a “23 & Me” and “Ancestors.ca” and discov-

ered that my family, the Carruthers’ line, is a line of Sir. Robert the 

Bruce, the once King of Scotland. 2) When I was 13 and in 8th grade, 

I ran the 800-meter dash in 2 minutes and 8 seconds, the second 

fastest recorded time in North America for my age group that year. 

The only recorded time that was faster than me was, ironically 

enough, by a kid from B.C. 3) As a 12-year-old, I did Judo and quali-

fied for the Canada Games. 4) I have run a Marathon. 5) I have 

found telling people the number of homes I’ve lived in is pretty in-

teresting. Was that cheating since I already said that? Well, when I 

was in college I was both the “Smash Bros” and “Mario Kart” N64 

champion. If any youth wants to take me on, then challenge ac-

cepted! 

JULIE: 1) I’m a twin and my twin sister also married a pastor. Who 

knew! 2) I took figure skating lessons for a few years. 3) I was once 

stung by 36 wasps all at the same time while camping and went 

into shock. This was in Kamloops – thanks B.C! 4) I graduated Dordt 

College with a degree in Education and an endorsement in the 

middle school years. My favorite class was, by far, Middle School 

Psychology. 5) My hidden talent is playing the recorder…A very un-

derappreciated skill. 

Well, that is a little bit about us. We are so excited to be here and 

can’t wait to get to know you all better.  

Pastor Justin 
Lead Pastor 
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Get to Know Pastor Justin and Julie 
by Pastor Justin and Julie 

 
Allow us to start by giving a heartfelt “Thank You!” to 

each and every one of you who have made us feel at 

home during this transition to Gateway. So many of you 

have blessed us with meals, encouraging letters, emails, 

and words of encouragement, offers for babysitting so 

we can run errands, and the limitless number of people 

who have greeted us with a warm smile and made us 

feel settled in our new home. We are grateful to God for 

you. Thank you! 
 

Now that we’ve been able to start settling in, we 

thought it might be fun to write a little “Get to Know 

Us” article. We surfed the internet in search of fun get-

to-know-you questions and chose 14 of our favorites for 

your interest and curiosity. Enjoy. 
 

HOW DID YOU TWO MEET? 

JUSTIN: Julie and I met our freshman year at Dordt 

College. The following semester I led worship at Dordt 

and convinced the other leaders to let her play on my 

team since, you know, our voices “blended well togeth-

er.” :) That same semester Julie and I needed to volun-

teer at a local Triathlon meet as Resident Assistants 

(RA’s). I, once again, asked the race coordinator if we 

could be placed together at the last station of the race 

since…well, you know! We started dating shortly after that.  

JULIE: While we don’t actually remember meeting for 

the first time, we’re pretty sure it was sometime in the 

first week of college. I like to tell people that Justin actual-

ly liked my roommate first. I even delivered flowers to my 

roommate on his behalf. After some time, we got it sorted 

out and we started dating sophomore year! 

WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE HOBBIES? 

JUSTIN: I really enjoy running and soccer. I play basket-

ball and most other sports too. I also enjoy board games 

(Settlers, Rook, Dominion, etc.) with friends and have just 

recently discovered a love of reading and audible books. 

JULIE: I really enjoy taking my time to make yearly 

family photo books online. You could also find me reading 

books, especially ones based on true life. I also enjoy small 

projects/crafts, singing/music and taking walks with my 

family. 
 

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE SONG? 
 

JUSTIN: My dad was a child of the 70’s, so his favorite 

music growing up were bands like KISS, Rolling Stones, 

AC/DC, Led Zeppelin, and The Who, to name a few. How-

ever, it was also in his 70’s that he gave his life to Jesus. 

Shortly after his conversion he was profoundly impacted 

by a singer/songwriter named Keith Green. I grew up lis-

tening to a lot of his music. My favorite song, to this day, is 

“O Lord, You’re Beautiful.”  

JULIE: I like a smorgasbord of music. Like Justin I was 

also greatly influenced by my dad’s taste in music and so 

it ranges from Nat King Cole, The Everly Brothers, Bruce 

Springsteen, The Rat Pack, Neil Diamond, and Shania 

Twain to Ed Sheeran, The Gettys, Adele, Yo Yo Ma and 

Shane & Shane. If I’ve got music on in my house it’s usually 

my “oldies but goodies” playlist or my “modern hymns” 

playlist.   

DO YOU HAVE ANY SIBLINGS? 

JUSTIN: I have an older brother (Randal) and younger 

brother (Joshua). Both live in Newfoundland. I also have 

an older sister (Crystal) who lives in Toronto, Ontario.  

JULIE: I have three older siblings (Sheena, Russell, and 

Colleen) who all live near Edmonton, AB, and a twin sister 

(Lisa) who is currently living in Hamilton, ON. 

 

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE HOCKEY TEAM? 

JUSTIN: Detroit Red Wings all the way! Sorry Ca-

nucks fans.  

JULIE: I’m about as bandwagon of a fan as they 

come, but if I have to choose, the Oilers. Sorry Ca-

nucks fans. 

WHERE WERE YOU BORN AND RAISED? 

JUSTIN: I like to tell people “Home is where the 

heart is.” I have moved around a lot in my life. I was 

born in Charlottetown, P.E.I. and lived there, minus a 

brief time in Nova Scotia, until I was 6. From there 

we moved to St. John’s, Newfoundland. When I was 

12 we moved to Belleville, Ontario where I stayed 

until I went to Dordt College. I spent my college 

summers in Grande Prairie, Alberta to help pay for 

my education. Since then I have lived in Sioux Cen-

ter Iowa (age 18-21), Grand Rapids, Michigan (21-25), 

and Hanford, California (25-30). Counting my 3 week 

in B.C., I have now lived in a total of 6 provinces and 

3 states. I have never lived in the same place for 

more than 6 years. I would like to break that record.  

JULIE: Unlike Justin, I was born and raised in one 

house, school and church until I left for college. Born 

in Fort. Saskatchewan Alberta, I grew up on a potato 

farm with my cousins and grandparents nearby. 

HOW MANY HOUSES HAVE YOU LIVED IN? 

JUSTIN: I have lived in a grand total of 28 different 

houses in my 31 years of life. 

JULIE: Moving to BC will be the fourth home I ’ve 

lived in.  

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE FOOD? 

JUSTIN: Tough one. If it is just a one-time favorite, 

then it has to be a T-Bone steak or Filet Mignon. But 

if it’s a case of “if you had to eat the same food every 

day for the rest of your life” then I’d go with an Ex-

travaganza Pizza.  

JULIE: There’s not much that can beat my mom’s home-

made pizza, but I love a good taco salad every now and 

then.  

WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE BOOKS? 

JUSTIN: My favorite is Timothy Keller’s “Prodigal God.” I 

also love Viktor Frankl’s “Man’s Search for Meaning” and 

Eric Metaxas’ “Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy.” 

For fiction, I enjoy all C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien novels.  

JULIE: I don’t have a ton of time to read these days with 

the four little kids, but one book that has stuck with me 

for years is The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom. The 

book chronicles a young woman’s experience during 

WW2 and offers amazing perspective on life and faith.I 

love that book and hope to read it again in the near fu-

ture. 

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE MOVIE? 

JUSTIN: “Freeeeeeedom!” Braveheart.  

JULIE: Probably Life is Beautiful. Another WW2 based 

drama about a young family in a concentration camp. It’s 

a tear jerker.  

WHAT’S SOMETHING YOU’VE NEVER DONE YOU’D LIKE 

TO TRY? 

JUSTIN: Skydiving.  

JULIE: Parasailing. 

WHAT FIVE WORDS WOULD A CLOSE FRIEND USE TO 

DESCRIBE YOU? 

JUSTIN: Positive, Driven, Includer, Futuristic, Friend 

JULIE: Cozy, Friend, Relaxed, Empathetic, Observant   

WHAT MOVIE BEST ENCAPSULATES YOUR MARRIAGE? 

JUSTIN: Lady and the Tramp 

JULIE: The Preachers Wife (I’ve never 

seen it, but it sounds about right)  

GUATEMALA 2019 
Join us on a “Exploratory Missions Experience” in Guatemala with Hope Of Life  
Ministry.  You will participate in ‘hands-on’ ministry as we learn about the spiritual  
and physical needs of the Guatemalan people.  
 

This trip is open to individuals, couples or families.  
Cost $2,500* per person inclusive.  Registration deadline July 15, 2019.  
Tentative Itinerary at gatewaycrc.org 

Continued on back... 


