
 
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTES: 
 
 
THIS WEEK: 
 PREPARATION FOR THIS WEEK: 

• Do the home work and choose questions best suited to your group. 
o Consider reaching out to the group for feedback on which questions to use.  

• Listen to the Audio Guide/Podcast for more discussion suggestions. 
 

LEADER ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 FEEDBACK FORMS: 

• THIS WEEK we have handed out feedback forms for your group! You should 
have found those in your HOSTS church mail box.  Here is the process: 
1. Hand out Feedback forms DURING your this week’s meeting and give 

them time to fill it out.  
2. Once filled out, let group members place their feedback forms in the 

envelope. Once all parties have filled it out, seal it. 
3. Hand in the envelopes by Sunday March 15th (or 22nd if certain members 

are missing on week 8) through Pastor Adam’s staff mailbox.  
[Note: Please do not hand them out and ask people to submit them on 
their own time. Give them 10 minutes at the meeting and take them back] 

• THANKS so much for helping us in this way! 
 

 PICTURES: 

• We are looking for more pictures – from your meetings, serve projects, or 
socials!  We want to put together a highlight video to be shown to our church 
after this Life Group semester wraps up.  Please email them directly to pastor 
Adam – adam@gatewaycrc.org.  Invite your group members to follow through 
with this as well! 

 
LEADER INFORMATION: 
 WEEKLY LEADER TRAINING: 

• Have a look at the end of this document for a brief leadership request – 
“Leader Recommendations.” 
 

 ATTENDANCE: 

• Submit your group’s attendance online at: 
https://gatewaycrc.churchcenter.com/groups/life-groups. Be sure to submit 
your attendance right away after your meeting.  

 
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: Each week we provide a fun and simple way to begin your meeting.  Use 
these questions, choosing one or both. Allow all participants to respond. In doing so, 
you are preparing your group for deeper discussion.  
1) What was the last thing that you were really, really, excited about? 
  
   
2) What was the most amazing natural occurrence you have ever witnessed? 
  

 
  

 
LEADER NOTE: These are two questions that have your group reflecting back upon last 
Sunday’s message. 
1) Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything that 
particularly caught your attention, challenged, or confused you?   
  
   
  
2) How did it strike you as you heard pastor Marcel say “Wisdom means you don’t act 
foolishly as an image bearer of God.” Have you seen that to be true or not true? 
  
 
 

 

 
LEADER NOTE: Ask your group these questions again, and perhaps instead of asking 
them to directly answer the questions, ask them how their answers have changed.  We 
added verses 5 and 6. Maybe encourage them to focus on the latter verses.  
READ Colossians 4:2-6 
1) GOD - What does this passage say about the character of God?  

   

2) THE WORLD - What does this passage say about fallen humanity?  

  

3) ME - Where does this passage specifically expose sin or unbelief in my own life? How 
does it specifically call me to change my thinking, redirect my affections, replace my 
behaviors, and trust my Savior?  
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1) READ Acts 4:32-34.  Luke tells us about a community of people where everyone had 
all of their needs met. What would it look like in your family, or even your 
neighborhood, if everyone invested in each-other in the same way? 
DISCUSSION TIP: The focus of this text is in verse 34 where the answer to this question 
may come through fairly simple.  If that is the case, lead your group to try and visualize 
this Acts 4:34 concept being lived out within our actual neighborhoods and 
communities, use the following additional question to open up the conversation more: 
 
 
 

Additional Questions:  
What are the actual needs of your immediate neighbors? 

 Do you have the abilities or means to come alongside their needs? 
 
 
 
  

• READ Romans 12:9-18. While Acts 4 might feel daunting, Romans 12 may feel more 
attainable within the context of “investing in your neighbor.” What stands out the 
most to you? What is the most challenging element? 

LEADER NOTE: Paul says a lot in these 9 verses.  In order to hear and learn as much as 
possible, invite two different group members to read the same text.  In doing so, the 
passage and its key points are heard differently.   
DISCUSSION TIP: There are two questions here, don’t ask both at the same time.  Ask 
the first question, then discuss; ask the second question, and discuss.  These may be 
good questions to say, “Let’s hear from everyone,” then go around the room, or have 
everyone share pop-corn style. 
 
 
 
 
2) READ 2 Timothy 2:14-17a.  The NIV says, “avoid Godless chatter” while the ESV says, 
“avoid irreverent babble.” What do you think Paul is encouraging Timothy to really do? 
How do these actions affect our efforts of investing and inviting? 
LEADER NOTE: If you have time in your own preparation, read James 3:1-12.  James 
focuses on our actions and how others will experience Christ through us.  
 
 
 

Additional Question: 
Can we really take full control of how we speak? If so, how? 

  
 
 
 

• Likewise, Paul says in Colossians 4:5, “make the most of every opportunity.” What can 
you do, in order to be more intentional with your faith in every opportunity?  

DISCUSSION TIP: You might hear answers like: ‘love my neighbor’ or ‘bring meals to 
those who need,’ or ‘visit the sick in the hospital.’  You can also ask your members this: 
 
 

Additional Questions:  
Do we really make the most of each opportunity?  
I.e. Do we follow through with what we believe? If no, why not? 

 
 
 
 
3) Jesus tells us in Matthew 5:13-16, that His followers are the salt and the light of the 
earth.  Why do you think that Paul uses similar imagery here in Colossians 4:6? What 
challenge are we left with? 
LEADER NOTE: This question has us thinking more about how those who do not know 
Christ experience us through our actions.   
 
 
 

Additional Questions:  
What are the different “benefits” of salt?  
What are the effects that light has on a darkened space? 

  
 
  
 

• As salt exists for food, and disciples exist for the world, consider how you are being 
spilled out of the salt-shaker for the Lord’s purpose? 

LEADERSHIP EXTRA: I [Adam] wrote a blog early in my vocational ministry called 
“Spilled Salt.” This particular entry applies to these last two questions, if interested, 
take a look!  
 

https://network.crcna.org/youth-ministry/spilled-salt-origins-and-purpose. 
 
If you don’t have the time, here’s the main point at the end:  

 
“Sometimes I find myself staring out of the glass [salt]-shaker into a broken world, but 
not wanting to get out. But that’s just not right. We have a higher purpose here, and 

we know what it is — but how do we get about doing it?” 
 

 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER 
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1) Continue sharing about what it’s been like to pray for your Pi2 list. Have there been 
any “providential moments” with those you’ve been praying for?  
LEADER NOTE: Consider dividing your larger group into smaller groups of no more than 
4. This may allow more of your members to share openly and give them a chance to be 
heard.  Invite the small groups to ask these additional questions: 
 

Additional Questions:  
Who is on your Pi2 list and, possibly, why?  
Have you experienced any providential moments? 
What have you been learning about praying like this? 

 
Then, while still in the smaller groups, take time to pray for those on the Pi2 prayer cards. 
 
 
 

Take some time to pray as a team for your Pi2 list.  
(Note: Sharing names is “optional.” There is no pressure to do so. But be praying for one  

another all the same as you seek to pray for the lost in your life.)  

 
CLOSING YOUR MEETING:  Close your meeting by asking for prayer requests, and 
spending time praying for each need that arises. 
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: As you know, these questions are completely optional for participants’ 
personal reflection. 
 
1) READ Psalm 145 slowly.  Pause in silence between, then read it again.  This time, pay 
attention to where God has been generous with His grace and mercy towards yourself.  
How then do those experiences of His generosity become a reality as you invest yourself 
in others? 

  

  

2) READ Luke 10:1-12.  In verse 7, Jesus tells the 72 disciples to “remain in the same 
house” and “do not go from house to house.” The implied command is for us to develop 
deep relationships.  How are you following this command? 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
PICTURES: We are looking for more pictures – from your meetings, serve projects, or 
socials!  We want to put together a highlight video to be shown to our church after this 
Life Group semester wraps up.  Please email them directly to pastor Adam – 
adam@gatewaycrc.org.  
 
GATEWAY HASHTAG CHALLENGE: Our Life Group coordinating team checks in on the 
hashtag postings weekly, and we are very grateful for the posts that have been made! 
Thanks everyone! We have just a few more weeks to post pictures from our events! 
Post your shots to FACEBOOK / TWITTER / INSTAGRAM, using #GatewayLifeGroups.  
Know that for INSTAGRAM, we can only see the pictures if the post is PUBLIC or if you’re 
a FOLLOWER of one of us on the team. In the comments, write what you love about 
your group. At the end of the semester we will have a random draw. The winning Life 
Group will receive a $250 gift card for their entire group to enjoy together! One entry 
per member.  [P.S. Leaders can also get 9 additional entries! All submitted attendance 
records on time also equals an entry!] 
 

Breakdown of entry possibilities: 

• 1 entry per person, per group (max of 10 entries for the sake of fairness to 
smaller groups) = 10 total possible entries. 

• 1 entry per submitted homework = 9 total possible entries.  
= 19 POSSIBLE ENTRIES PER GROUP 
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SERMON SERIES: 
“Pi2” Dr. 
Justin Carruthers 
MESSAGE TITLE:  

 

“INVEST & INVITE” 

  

 RECAP: 

· The need to be CONNECTED to the power source is CRUCIAL. 

  

INVEST: 

· Investing in other is not a PROGRAM, it’s a LIFESTYLE. 

  

· Jesus took His 12 DISCIPLES and they literally HUNG OUT together. 

  

· Wisdom does NOT mean we need to know EVERYTHING. 

  

· Be FAITHFUL in following the lead of the HOLY SPIRIT. 

  

· There is no TIME or AGE restrictions on being WISE and making the most of every OPPORTUNITY. 

  

· Being a witness is more often a SENTANCE than a PARAGRAPH. 

  

· Our CONVERSATIONS must live at the intersection of GRACE and TRUTH. 

  

· Grace and truth is a beautiful COMBINATION that holds high the INTEGRITY of the gospel in our 

conversations 

  

INVITE: 

· The invite will become a NATURAL PROGRESSION of our conversation. 

  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

SERMON SERIES: “Pi2” 
MESSAGE TITLE: “Invest & invite” 
BIBLE TEXT: Colossians 4:2-6 (Page 1835) 
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LEADER TRAINING 
“Leader Recommendations” 

 
Now that we are in the last couple weeks of our Life Groups semester, it is time for us to start thinking about how to end 
the semester well.  In that vein, this week, we are asking that leaders distribute our Feedback Forms, have them filled out, 
and return them back to us at the office.  On that form, there are these questions: 
 
FUTURE LEADERS (If the Life Group ministry is to continue to grow, we need capable men and women to lead this ministry. In 

light of that, please respond to the following question) 

1) Who do you think would make an ideal Facilitator? ______________________________________________________ 

Please provide a few reasons why you think they would make a great facilitator: ________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2) Who do you think would make an ideal Host? __________________________________________________________ 

Please provide a few reasons why you think they would make a great host: _____________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
While we are eager to have feedback like this from all members, we are especially interested in your recommendations. 
After all, you have prepared your hearts, participated in the training, and have actually facilitated and hosted Life Group 
meetings.  
 
Remember that we are looking for facilitators and hosts who exude spiritual warmth, those who are receptive and 
considerate to those in their midst.  As well as those who are relationally warm, those who are able to love members in 
their group, and strive towards an authentic relationship with them.  
 
We do understand that you might feel reluctant to recommend an individual or couple from your Life Group to facilitate 
or host, knowing that it could possibly mean they would no longer be part of your group next semester. Remember, if we 
want to see the Life Group ministry continue to be a place where we can pursue meaningful relationships centered on 
God’s word and prayer, then we need gifted and capable men and women who would be willing to lead new groups! 
Please make your recommendations with a joyful heart knowing God would use them to enable others to experience the 
same joy your group has experienced this past semester. 
 
Thank-you once again for leading as a facilitator or host in our Life Group ministry! 
 
We look forward to hearing back from each and every one of you! 
 
 
Pastor Adam 


