
  

 

1) READ 1 Peter 2:9-12.  In the Old Testament, God used the Priests to connect His 
people to Himself.  Here in the New Testament Peter says to the Jews who have been 
scattered from their homes and villages, that they are now the Priests commissioned 
to do the Work of the Lord amongst the Gentiles.  Reflect upon your calling as a follow-
er of Jesus, and what it means now that you are a Priest of the Lord? 
 
 
 
 
2) READ Psalm 18.  Focus in on verses 25-30.  David writes that God’s light gives him 
strength through his trials and adversity.  Take a moment to reflect on when God has 
strengthened you like He did, David.  Consider how that strength will carry you through 
your next trial. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Life Group Hashtag Challenge—Do you love your group? Take a picture of your group 
[during the meeting, social, or serve project] and post it to FACEBOOK / TWITTER / 
INSTAGRAM with the hashtag #GatewayLifeGroups, and a brief description of why you 
love your Life Group. Every entry will go into a random draw and, at the end of the 
semester, you could win a $250 gift card to a restaurant of your choice for your entire 
group to enjoy! [Every member of your group gets 1 possible entry each] 

GATEWAY COMMUNITY CRC 

ADDITIONAL SELF STUDY  (Optional Personal Reflection Questions) 

MY WEEKLY PRAYER PAGE (Personal & Group Prayer Requests) 

LIFE GROUP TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER 

Prayer is an important part of any small group, but it can also be intimidating. We find that 
group prayer goes best when we follow a some simple guidelines: 

PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME—Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request. 
Once the topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it’s covered, the 
group moves to the next topic. Since the group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person 
is encouraged to pray several times during prayer for topics they feel most led to pray about.  

NO ONE IS REQUIRED TO PRAY—There is no expectation that you personally pray out loud in 
groups if you’d rather not. 

KEEP PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE—Group prayer goes better when members keep prayers 
short and to the point. When someone prays for a long time, it’s hard for members to stay fo-
cused and it may intimidate those who are just learning to pray out loud in a group setting.  
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SERMON SERIES: “Pi2” Dr. Justin Carruthers 
MESSAGE TITLE: “Staying on Message” Gateway Community CRC 
BIBLE TEXT: Matthew 5:13-16 (Page 1501) March 15, 2020 

“STAYING ON MESSAGE” 
 
 

THE “BIG THREE” WITNESSING MYTHS WE BELIEVE: 
 
1. ONLY ___________________ CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE AND ANY FAILED AT-

TEMPTS WILL _______________ GOD’S PLANS. 
Matthew 5:13-16 
 
2. WE ARE ________________ FOR CONVERTING PEOPLE. 
1 Corinthians 3:6 
 
3. WE HAVE ___________ RESPONSIBILITY TO ________________ THE GOSPEL TO 

PEOPLE. 
  
 THE “RATIONAL ELECTION MYTH” 
 

 “IF GOD IS ____________ (ALL POWERFUL) AND THE 
____________________, THEN WHY ________, __________________, 
OR DO ______________ AT ALL?” 

 Genesis 12:1-3; Romans 9:25; John 15:15-16 
 

 

STAYING ON MESSAGE: 
 
1. BY ___________ WITH JESUS, WE CAN ____ THE SALT AND LIGHT OF THE WORLD! 
 

1. THROUGH YOU, GOD WILL _________________! 
 
2. THROUGH YOU, GOD WILL BRING ____________________! 
 
3. THROUGH ____, GOD WILL ________________________! 
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 LIFE GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 
Life Groups Week 9 [March 15-21, 2020] 

This is the last week of Life Groups this semester.  Take some time as a group 
to reflect on these two questions: 
1) What did you most enjoy about your group?  
 
 
2) What has God shown you about yourself and your journey of faith through 
your group? 
 
 
 

1) Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything 
that particularly caught your attention, challenged, or confused you?    
 
 
 
 
2) This past weekend, Justin said, “you become the light of the world only as 
you are lit by him [Jesus]!” How did that hit you? 
 
 
 
 

READ Matthew 5:13-16 
1) GOD - What does this passage say about the character of God?  
 
 
 
2) THE WORLD - What does this passage say about fallen humanity?  
 
 
 
3) ME - Where does this passage specifically expose sin or unbelief in my own 
life? How does it specifically call me to change my thinking, redirect my affec-
tions, replace my behaviors, and trust my Savior?  

GATEWAY COMMUNITY CRC 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU  

QUICK REVIEW 

GOD’S STORY—TRIADS 
The goal of Life Group Bible study is to engage with the Bible text primarily and treat the sermon 
as supplemental. 
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1) READ Genesis 12:1-3. God says to Abram in 12:2, “Be blessed, in order to be 
a blessing.” While considering how God used Abram’s life for His Kingdom pur-
poses, think about how your life might be similarly used? 
 
 
 
• In how Jesus says “you are the salt” and “you are the light,” He implies 

that His followers will be used in this world.  How does that make you 
feel? 

 
 
 
2) Read about how Jesus reforms Old Testament law right after He tells us that 
His followers are the salt and light of the earth: Matthew 5:21-22, 27-28, 31-
32, 33-34, 38-39, 43-44.  What changes? What is the new Kingdom focus that 
those who are salt and light must possess? 
 
 
 
 
• READ 1 Timothy 1:3-5. Paul encourages his protégé to teach amongst ad-

versity with pure motives. How do Paul’s words to Timothy in 1:5 reflect 
your answers from above?  

 
 
 
 
3) READ Philippians 1:3-6.  Paul writes about a good work that God has initiat-
ed in His followers.  Thinking of the Pi2 series, what is the connection between 
the invitation to “partnership in the gospel” and the “good work” that God has 
begun? What work has God begun in you? How is He using it for this world? 
 
 
 
 
 

1) Now that we have wrapped up the Pi2 series, what have you discovered 
about yourself and God’s call upon your life?  
 
 
 
 
 

Take some time in groups of 3 or 4 to pray as a team for your PI2 list.  
(Note: Sharing names is “optional.” There is no pressure to do so. But be praying for one  

another all the same as you seek to pray for the lost in your life.)  
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DIGGING DEEPER 

TAKING IT HOME 
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