
EXTREME WEATHER SHELTER 

Plans are already in the works for the Extreme 

Weather Shelter this coming winter.  Each year we 

learn and grow as we come to know our guests by 

name and hear their stories.  
 

As the ministry grows, more volunteers are needed 

come November. If you are interested, curious or 

want to give it a try, let us know. We are looking for 

people who are willing to come to the shelter on the 

nights it’s open to perform various task as well as to 

help out with preparing food.   

Email: jvanderheide@shaw.ca 

Staff Update – Full Report 
Dear Congregation of Gateway Community CRC, 

 

Hopefully you were able to read through the 

“Council Update – Pastor of Faith For-

mation” article in the Newsletter from 

June 9th. If you haven’t had the chance 

yet, please feel free to read that one 

before diving into this letter.  
 

To recap, the Full Council shared with you 

a new and exciting development that has been in the 

works for the last couple  of months: after conversations 

with the Director of Discipleship Search Team, Full Coun-

cil, and staff, Pastor Marcel has agreed to shift his role 

from “Executive Pastor” to “Pastor of Faith For-

mation.”  We expect this transition to be complete this 

month and for Pastor Marcel to officially start in his new 

role on July 22.  
 

The "Pastor of Faith Formation" position will fill all the 

requirements of the currently vacant "Director of Disci-

pleship" position maintaining the vision for that position 

with the Ephesians 4 model of equipping the saints, but 

will also include a few more responsibilities based on the 

dividing of responsibilities between the Lead Pastor and 

the new Pastor of Faith Formation role. 
 

The purpose of this article is to give clarity on the three 

unique pastor positions at Gateway – Lead Pastor, Pastor 

of Faith Formation, and Pastor of Congregational Care – 

and to give some details on a brand new position we will 

start looking for in a cou-

ple months.   
 

Let’s jump in: 
 

Lead Pastor  

Justin Carruthers 
 

Pastor Justin will bear the core responsibilities of preach-

ing, staff oversight, vision casting, and leadership. He will 

help develop and care for its existing members and aid in 

its ability to impact the Fraser Valley and the neighboring 

communities. Pastor Justin will be responsible to achieve 

and exceed ministry objectives outlined within the Ad-

min Elders Guiding Principles. He will be a motivational 

force, a team-builder, decision-maker, and a vision-

creator who champions and shapes both the vision and 

mission of the church, thinking beyond current circum-

stances and looking to broader, Kingdom-inspired op-

portunities. 
 

Pastor Justin’s main duties are:  
 

 Serve as the primary preacher at Gateway CRC, 

preaching gospel-centered messages that reach both 

long-time church attenders and the unchurched and 

unbelievers alike. 

 Prayerfully discern God’s vision for Gateway CRC using 

his influencing and communication gifts to lead the 

church toward that vision. 

 Oversee the church staff and selection of all ministerial 

(lay) staff. 

 Serve as the spiritual leader/coach of the church, 
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HELPING PEOPLE TO LOVE & SERVE JESUS 

Youth News Upcoming Events 

All events 
listed are 
for all en-
tering 
grade 8 
through 12.  

Our theme for the fall as we study 

the book of Mark... 

Wednesday  
July 24 from 7-9 pm 

1017 Kenny Road 

Saturday  
August 10 from 4-7:30 pm 

 

Thursday  
October 3 from 7-9 pm 

2884 Gladys Ave 

If 60% of people in our 

church on Sunday morning, 

June 16, bring their Bibles 

to Church or have their Bi-

ble App open, Pastor Justin  

will shave his head bald.  

And if 90% of people in our 

church on Sunday morning, 

Pastor Marcel  will shave his 

head bald.  (not as much hair to 

begin with so % is way less) 

Summer Church Meetings: We 

kindly ask that from June 15 to 

September 15 evening meetings at 

the church take place WEDNES-

DAY nights.  Vernon’s (Evening 

Caretaker)  summer break is June 

16 through September 15.  

 

VBS Sunday BBQ:  You are all 

welcome to join us for a simple 

lunch on Sunday, July 14 after 

the worship service to meet and 

greet all those that joined our 

VBS Ministry  
 

Sunday Lighting Changes: You 

will begin to notice on Sunday  

 

mornings that that the lighting will 

be increased during the sermon  to 

accommodate our note taking. 
 

Kidz Church will be for ages 3 and 

4 only, from June 23 - September 8. 

Grades K - 4 remember to pick up 

your activity box from the Welcome 

Center beginning on June 23. 

C h a l l e n g e  
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equipping the congregation for the work of minis-

try.  

 Lead in the planning, development, and imple-

mentation of overall programs and ministries with 

staff. 

 Serve as a guide for the lay leadership of the 

church, including the elders and deacons. 

 Oversee the care of church members through the 

Pastor of Congregational Care and other persons 

in the community by conducting or delegating 

hospital visitation, funerals, weddings, counseling, 

baptism, the Lord’s Supper, etc. 

 Seek ways to continuously improve processes and 

procedures to better enable Gateway CRC to fulfill 

its mission and core values. 

 Oversee strategic decisions and 

provide leadership to the budget 

process. 

  

Pastor of Faith Formation 

Pastor Marcel deRegt 
 

Pastor Marcel will bear the responsibility of equipping 

our youth and adult leaders to develop strong, bibli-

cally based youth and young adult ministries at Gate-

way CRC.   
 

Through Pastor Marcel’s passion and extensive experi-

ence in youth and young adults ministry he will pro-

vide pastoral care, vision-casting, oversight and 

leadership for our children, youth and young 

adult’s ministry, their leaders and volun-

teers. In addition to this, Pastor Marcel will 

provide oversight to our Director of Chil-

dren’s Ministry and our Facilities Manager, as 

well as provide leadership and direction to Gate-

way Outreach initiatives locally and globally.  
  

Pastor Marcel’s main duties are: 
 

 Equip and disciple Gateway’s Youth and Young 

Adults Ministry leaders and volunteers to develop 

and maintain thriving, intergenerational ministry by 

implementing fellowship, worship, biblical teaching, 

discipleship, and evangelism. 

 Work together with the youth and young adult 

ministry leaders and volunteers to ensure an ener-

getic, thriving youth and young adults ministry. 

 Be in partnership with the Pastoral Elders and 

youth and young adults leaders to provide Pastoral 

Care to youth and young adults in the midst of crisis 

and joys and other significant events. 

 Work together with the youth and young adults 

ministry leaders and volunteers to ensure an ener-

getic, thriving youth and young adults ministry 

 In partnership with the Lead Pastor develop, imple-

ment and teach Profession of Faith Classes, mar-

riage classes, preach, administer the sacraments 

etc. 

 Provide opportunities for member of the congrega-

tion to serve and experience God through local, na-

tional, bi-national and international missional op-

portunities. 

 Develop and provide leadership to Gateway Sum-

mer Camps. 

 Provide oversight and direction to Facilities Manag-

er to be Godly stewards of our building and rentals.  

 Provide oversight and direction to our Director of 

Children’s Ministry developing a strong scope and 

sequence for education, implementing long range 

plans to accommodate growth. 

 

Pastor of Congregational Care   

Pastor Bill Veenstra 
 

Pastor Bill, in a part time role,  will bear the re-

sponsibility of shepherding the flock, giving special 

attention to visiting the elderly, shut-in, and those ex-

periencing transition.  
 

Pastor Bill’s main duties are: 
 

In partnership with Pastor Justin, visit members in the 

midst of crisis, joys and other significant events - espe-

cially those people in the hospital, hospice, nursing 

homes and the homebound. 
 

 Discuss with individual Elders and/or the Pastor(s), as 

needed, the pastoral needs in their district, and ac-

company them on visits in difficult situations, or for 

training purposes. 

 Conduct Gateway member's funerals as requested 

and on availability. 

 Preach intermittently, upon request of Pastor Justin. 

  

Director of Ministries – NEW POSITION 

 

There are still more details to work out as we move ahead 

which includes the development of a brand new staff po-

sition to fill the remaining responsibilities left behind as 

Pastor Marcel steps into his new role as “Pastor of Faith 

Formation.” While this is still a work in progress, we ex-

pect that the Director of Ministries will serve to lead, de-

velop and coordinate the Small Group Ministry Program, 

monthly community ministries, assimilation processes, 

and other programs for Gateway.  

Remember that there is an information evening 

scheduled for July 24 where we can meet and dis-

cuss in person and answer any questions you may 

have.  
 

There are a lot of changes for our Staff, but 

we are confident in the direction we are moving and 

that the Lord is guiding us. We continue to ask for 

your prayers for Council and staff as we seek to faith-

fully discern the Lord's leading, and carry out the 

work of helping people to love and serve Jesus. 
 

In Christ, 

Matt Tinsley – Chair of Council 

Pastor Justin - Lead Pastor 

Pastor Marcel - Pastor of Faith Formation 

Join us on a unique “Missions Experi-
ence” in Guatemala with Hope Of Life  
Ministry.  You will participate in ‘hands-on’ 
ministry as we learn about the spiritual  
and physical needs of the Guatemalan 
people.  This is a vacation with a purpose!  
 

This trip is open to individuals, cou-
ples or families.  
 

Cost $2,500* per person inclusive.  
Tax deductible.    
 

Registration deadline July 31, 2019.  
Tentative itinerary at gatewaycrc.org 

Young Adults   ALL NEW   Starting in July 
For those 18 to roughly 25 years of age, you are welcome to join a 4 night sum-
mer ‘sermon based’ Bible Study on the book of James.  The summer dates 
are July 7,  July 21, August 4 and August 15.  
July 7 @ the home of Sophie VanDorp at 7:30 pm!  
 

More opportunities coming soon, including “Lunch Chats”!  

Have Questions? 
Want to know 

more about Gate-
way, Profession of 

Faith, Baptism and 
more. Join us on 
Sunday, June 30 

Join us on 
Instagram 

“Gatewaysinformation” 

Join us on 
Facebook 


