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412 Ministries believes that every child and teen has a strong 

desire to BELONG far more than anything else.  Whether they 

attend Gateway Kids or SUMMT or any ministry in between, 

the heart of a child and youth is to feel that they matter, that 

they are more than a number, that they have something to 

contribute.  As Horton, from Dr Seuss Horton Hears a Who, 

stated “A person is a person no matter how small”.  Our aim 

is to make sure that, before anything else, every child and 

youth that attends Gateway 412 Ministries knows they be-

long.   

What does it mean to belong?  Here are just a few things it 

means for us: 

It means acceptance. We encourage children and youth 

to come as they are. No need to dress a particular way, act 

a particular way, believe a particular way. How you come 

is who you are. We do not judge. We accept them because 

God accepts them.  

It means we care first. Our children and teens will be 

cared for not because of their family connection, their 

faith beliefs or their views a on particular topic. We care 

because God cares for them.   

It means we value.  Belonging equals value. We value 

each child and youth that walks through our doors be-

cause they are created in the image of God. We value be-

cause God values them.  

It means no one stands alone. Every child or teen has 

stuff they are dealing with. When they belong they know 

they are not alone in what they’re feeling or what they’re 

going through. Our aim is to walk alongside them on their 

journey. Listen before we speak. We include because GOD 

includes.  

These are just a few reasons why we make sure that everyone 

knows and feels that they belong to all our 412 Ministries.  

This is why we place such a strong emphasis on our Mentorship 

Groups.  A mentor leader can make sure 8 people feel they be-

long but it would be almost impossible for a mentor leader to 

make sure 80 people belong.  Smaller groups produce intention-

ality.  

When a child or teen truly believes 

they belong their guard goes 

down, real community be-

gins and the conversations 

begin to happen.  This 

takes place around the 

coffee bar with great food, 

while we’re playing silly and cra-

zy games, on our missions trips, 

in Bible Studies and on our Mentor-

ship nights. Each activity is intention-

al to make sure each teen and child 

knows they belong.  

This is where we begin the journey! 

 



 

Over the last several months, life has changed in big ways. As parents, we find our-

selves having to navigate difficult uncharted waters as every member of our family 

adjusts to new ways of living. In addition to facing a pandemic, culture has been 

changing at breakneck speed and many parents are left scratching their heads at how 

to best respond.  Let’s talk about it. If you’re a parent of any age child, here is what 

you can expect:  

 FREE 1 hour live, virtual seminar and 30 minutes of Q&A  with Walt 

Mueller specifically for Gateway 

To register click the link:  On Purpose Parenting  

As believers, and parents of young and growing children, we look for ways to help our kids learn 

about the Bible, and about the love Jesus has for them. One of those ways has been packing the 

family up into their vehicle and heading to church on a Sunday morning. We send our children to 

Sunday School, or Kids Church. Whatever we call it, it is a place for young kids to feel welcomed, to 

sing songs, and to hear stories from the Bible.  

We also send our older kids, and pre-teens to mid-week clubs.  GEMS and Cadets is a place they 

can go to be mentored and to gain an understanding on how to apply what they know about God 

and the Bible into their own lives.  

But what happens when we cannot meet? When we cannot come together, to gather in one 

place? Here we are, during a pandemic, unable to see each other face to face.  To see smiles and 

hear stories of the adventures they have during the week.  We have made the shift to online Kids Church, and although it is not the 

ideal way to interact with the kids of Gateway, it has been great to hear from parents that their kids enjoy watching the Bible Story, 

seeing Buzzly the Bee, and worshiping in their living room or kitchen!  

GEMS and Cadets made a slower shift to online meetings, but we have been able to ‘Zoomify’ these ministries. This is what the 

pandemic has done to us, we have started making up our own words to describe our events.  Rightfully so, it describes the way we 

have been able to embrace this new way of doing ministry, as we strive to be a “place” that the kids want to be.  Attendance has 

been steady from one week to the next, even if the attendance is around half of our students. It has been so great to see each oth-

er, even through a screen, and feel like we belong to a body of believers. 

Making Connections 

It was so great to see so many of our families during the Drive Through event mid-December.  Supplies went home to our GEMS 

and Cadets, and 92 Gateway Kids Church Bags made it to homes for kids to use alongside the Online Video Lessons.  

We would love to keep interacting with your kids.  If parents email us pictures of the weekly Colouring Creations, we will send your 

kids a card and a Bible Memory Buddy Sticker in the mail.  We have also just started sending out Birthday Cards to our Kids Church 

aged children, so watch for those in the mail as well! (Email pictures to alaina@gatewaycrc.org) 

Until we can gather again, know that we pray for your children and miss them very much!  Don’t forget to tune in                         

each week to Gateway Kids and log in for GEMS and Cadet every other Monday night.  

https://cpyu.org/
https://cpyu.org/
https://gatewaycrc.org/412-ministries/on-purpose-parenting


So often we have been looking at the negative factors of Covid-

19 when it comes to youth ministry. But perhaps we need to 

start looking at some of the opportunities that it provided for 

our Summit Youth moving forward.  

Don’t get me wrong,  

meeting via Zoom is not 

even close to meeting in 

person but some good has 

come from it.  Here are 

just 6 lessons that we 

learned that we can be 

thankful for: 

1. We currently have 9 

Summit Mentorship Group 

that spending intentional 

time with each other every 

week. 

2. It has reinforced the 

412 Ministries ‘youth ministry model’ of small group men-

torship. Each leader has gone above and beyond to reach 

out to their mentorship groups each week as a ‘check-in’. 

3. We learned the art of pivoting and being flexible with our 

plans. 

4. Whether in person or Zoom, our teaching material can work 

for both - everything we do has now been ‘zoomified’ 

5. With all the changes and the up’s and down’s of Covid, it 

has strengthened our leaders in their 

role as mentors.  

6. As Carey Nieuwhof stated 

“everyone we want to reach is online”. 

The last 10 months brought us to a 

whole new level of using online meth-

ods to reach out to youth.  And we are 

just scratching the surface on this les-

son. So much more to learn!  

These are just a few of the many ways 

Despite the disappointment of not being able to meet in per-

son, each week EDGE consistently has 30-40 students log on to 

a ZOOM call to connect with classmates and mentor leaders, 

to play some crazy games, to win some awesome prizes and to 

enjoy a Bible study with 

their mentorship group. 

A huge thank you to all of 

our amazing leaders as 

they were so flexible with 

all the changes that the 

year 2020 brought us and 

for their commitment to 

creating a welcoming, fun 

and safe environment for 

our pre-teens.  

EDGE wrapped up for 

2020 in mid-December 

providing our leaders and 

students a much need 

time to unplug. During 

the break however we didn’t stop connecting. Between our 

Christmas Drive Thru, and our phenomenal leaders reaching 

out in various creative ways we were able to stay more than 

connected with our students during the Christmas season.  

Starting in January, EDGE will be working through the Alpha 

Youth series, each week diving into a big question of life and 

faith. Through a combination of large group and small group 

Grade 11 Mentorship Group volunteer at Archway food bank on Dec 15. (L-R: 

Lilly Maza, Sydney Kornelius, Leah Dieleman. Photo: Janae deRegt 

EDGE NEWS CONTINUES ON BACK... 

SUMMIT NEWS CONTINUES 

ON BACK... 

Zoom Screenshot from EDGE 



E x p e r i e n c e  2 0 2 1  

Despite all the unknowns of the future we need to continue 

to plan; praying that our plans can become a reality.  In light 

of this,  412 Ministries keeps praying and keeps planning in 

hope we will be able to launch our 412 Visionary Experience 

for 2021.   What is our 412 Visionary Experience?  Simple, we 

want our youth to see and experience God in new ways!  

This will include our Mexico Missions Trip, international min-

istry trips, local missions opportunities, unique learning expe-

riences and more.   

Our goal is to launch this in March 2020! Yes, if we are able 

to gather in groups of 50 in March, we plan to host our first 

412 Visionary Experience.   

This will be an amazing experience 

as we spend 5 nights and 6 days at 

Gateway Church.   

This 412 Visionary Experience will 

include daily outreach opportunities 

in the Fraser Valley, unique learning 

experience, evening worship and teaching, lots of games, 

fantastic food and a full day outing of fun and fellowship.  

Details:   

 Dates: March 15-19, 2021 

 Who: Summit Youth and Leaders 

 Max 40 people 

 Cost: TBD 

 Registration opens: Feb 8th 

 

All Covid-19 regulations/restrictions will be adhered to the 

best of our ability.  

This will be an unforgettable experi-

ence as we spend 2 nights and 3 days 

at Gateway Church.   

This 412 Visionary Experience will 

include daily Alpha Youth Teachings, outreach opportunities 

in the Fraser Valley, morning and evening worship and teach-

ing, lots of games, fantastic food.  

Details:   

 Dates: March 25-27, 2021 

 Who: EDGE Youth and Leaders 

 Max 40 people 

 Cost: TBD 

 Registration opens: Feb 8th 

 

All Covid-19 regulations/restrictions will be adhered to the 

best of our ability.  

Lord willing, here’s our plan:   

BibleGateway.com reports that their search engines saw an up-

tick this year in people trying to determine what the Bible says 

about social justice, disease, and social upheaval. 

discussion students will learn not only the answers to some of the 

foundational questions of faith but also how to get to those an-

swers. It’s set to be a wonderful experience and we thank the Lord 

for the technology available to us so that we can continue to meet 

and foster meaningful relationships!  

We couldn’t be more excited for what God has in store for our min-

istry and our amazing group of students this coming year!  

EDGE NEWS CONTINUED... 
Covid forced us to be better at what we do in Youth Minis-

try.  Do we have it all figured out—not even close, thus we 

are thankful for lesson # 3.  

A shout out to all our parents who have shown                 

much grace and understanding as we have                          

navigated and continue to navigate youth                           

ministry during these times. THANK YOU!  

SUMMIT NEWS CONTINUED... 

 


