LIFE GROUP LEADER GUIDE
For the week of February 2 - 7
This guide is designed to give helpful hints in preparing & leading your group in discussion.

LEADER NOTES

ANNOUNCEMENTS
 FINALIZE PLANS FOR YOUR SOCIAL & SERVICE PROJECT
- Almost all group have selected a serve project! All selections are due February 1st. Check our
Community Service website for some options: http://www.gatewaycrc.org/lifegroups/serve
- Also, be sure to start planning your group social. Consider doing these on week 4 or 5. Please note
that it doesn’t have to be at the same time as your regular group time. Find a time that works for the
whole group.

 WEEKLY TRAINING TIP (OPTIONAL READING)
Looking for more guidance for your third meeting? You can find the weekly training tip “Training
Week 3 - The Most Important Job as a Life Group Leader - Prayer” in your planning center portal
under “resources” or at the end of this document.
LEADER INFO
 COVENANTS
This is the third week of Life Groups so this is the “official” week you will ask everyone in your group
to sign the covenant (if they all haven’t signed it already). Also, once this process is complete, be sure
to communicate to the group that everyone has signed the covenant. That is helpful for people to
know. Once its signed, put it in a prominent place like next to the coffee pot and snacks.
 SPECIAL NOTE ABOUT WEEK #3
Your group time together is valuable! The key? Making sure you find time to hear from everyone in
your group and make sure they feel valued and heard. Don’t forget the basics – have music on and
drinks ready when people arrive, work on building relationships and praying together. If you have new
people in your group, don’t hesitate to use nametags for another week. Know that if you do this each
week, the people in your group will grow! Remember you don’t need to cover all questions. Great
conversation is far more important than covering all the questions.
 HASHTAG CHALLENGE - #GATEWAYLIFEGROUPS
With serve projects and social events right around the corner, it might be a good time to share the
church-promoted hashtag challenge with your group members. All the information can be found on
the last page of the sermon guide. The winner receives a $250 gift card to celebrate with their group.
ATTENDANCE
Submit your group’s attendance online at https://gatewaycrc.churchcenter.com/groups/life-groups. If you’re
not sure how to get on to planning center to post attendance, find our website access instructions at
http://www.gatewaycrc.org/lifegroups/leader-tools.
Find all of our leader resources at: http://www.gatewaycrc.org/lifegroups/leader -tools

GETTING TO KNOW YOU
Leader Note: Feel free to pick one of the two questions here. Question 1 is a bit higher risk.

1) Interacting with God’s Word is an important part of the Christian life. Put a
checkmark next to the following descriptions that best describe how you are
currently doing or feeling about learning the Bible.
□ Going through the motions
□ Needing more direction
□ Confused
□ Not getting much out of it
□ Bored
□ Learning a lot of helpful things

□ Consistent
□ Frustrated
□ Don’t know where to begin
□ Miss it when I don’t read it
□ Inspired
□ Other_________________

Additional Questions:
1. What have been some ways you’ve found helpful in interacting with the Word besides
simply reading it?
2. How has your interaction with the Word changed over time?

2) Our siblings and childhood friends have often been present during some of
our most memorable times. What’s a great memory you share with your
siblings or childhood friends?
Leader Note: Given our discussion on Luke 15 and the parable of the lost sons, this
might be a fun way to allow members of your group to go deeper with one another in
sharing unique elements of their own life.

QUICK REVIEW
Leader Note: These questions are low risk. Ask anyone, but remember time limits.

1) Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything
that particularly caught your attention, challenged, or confused you?

2) This past weekend we looked at yet another story depicting different ways
we run from God. What are some of the things people are tempted to turn to
when stressed or going through a trial?

GOD’S STORY – TRIADS
Discussion Note: Last week we received a great question – ‘What are triads?’ Triad simply
means “3” and is three corresponding question. Here our goal is to remain centered on
scripture’s script and to learn more about what it says about who God is, the needs of the world,
and our calling as Christians. This section will always start with a re-reading of Sundays’ sermon
text.

READ Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

(Note: The goal of Life Group Bible study is to engage with the Bible text primarily and treat the
sermon as supplemental.)

1. What does this passage say about the character of God?
2. What does this passage say about fallen humanity?
3. Where does this passage specifically expose sin or unbelief in my own life?
How does it specifically call me to change my thinking, redirect my affections,
replace my behaviors, and trust my Savior?

DIGGING DEEPER
Discussion Note: There is a lot of reading in these questions, which is beneficial, but also time
consuming. Feel free to choose two of the three you feel would be most beneficial for group
discussion.

1) READ Psalm 51:10-12; Psalm 26:2-3; Psalm 25:4-6:
While it’s good to present our desires to God, we also need to be aware of the
possibility of only having a self-seeking type of relationship where we only
seek God when we need something. In the Bible, the book of Psalms gives
examples of prayers and praises that offer us a different perspective of what
prayers can look like. How could the following verses help move us away from
only praying “God give me” prayers?

2) READ Luke 10:38-42
This weekend we were introduced to two brothers with completely
different issues. While it’s easy to point out the fault of the younger brother
who literally ran away, it can be easy to overlook the elder brother who held
tightly to the rules but in hopes of personal gain. Jesus wanted to make the
point that its just as easy to run from God through obedience as it is through
disobedience. Read the story of Mary and Martha in Luke 10:38- 42 and
answer the following questions:
 Why was Martha angry at Mary? And why did Jesus respond the way he

did?

 Can you think of any ways serving God can become a distraction from

“choosing what is better?” If so, explain.

Additional Questions:
 Do you associate more with Martha or with Mary?
 Do you think the church has more “elder brother types” or “younger brother
types?” And why?

3) READ Romans 8:35-39; Ephesians 3:16-19; 1 John 4:9-11
The irony in this week’s parable was that both sons were searching for the
unconditional love that their father had already given them from the
beginning. How do the following passages help us gain further understanding
of the same love that has also been given to us?
 Also, which of the above verses is most meaningful to you and why?

TAKING IT HOME (PERSONAL)
Are there any “God make me” prayers you’d like to incorporate more
frequently into your prayer life?
Prayer Transition: Remember that the #1 fear most people have is speaking in public. Group
prayer falls into this category. If you have new people in your group, going over “Tips on Group
Prayer” is crucial. In most cases it’s also a good reminder for returning groups.

GROUP REMINDERS
GATEWAY HASHTAG CHALLENGE!
This semester we are going to have a #GatewayLifeGroups Hashtag challenge. Here is how it
works: invite members of your group to take a picture and post it online with the hashtag
#GatewayLifeGroups. In the comments, write what you love about your group. At the end of
the semester we will have a random draw. The winner will receive a $250 gift card for their
entire group to enjoy together! One entry per member.
[P.S. Leader can also get 9 additional entries! All submitted homework on time also equals an
entry!]
Breakdown:

1 entry per person, per group (max of 10 entries for the sake of fairness to smaller groups)
= 10 total possible entries.

1 entry per submitted homework = 9 total possible entries.
= 19 POSSIBLE ENTRIES PER GROUP.

SERMON SERIES: “RUNNING FROM GOD”
Message: “The Untold Story”
Luke 15:1-3 (Page ___)

Dr. Justin Carruthers
Gateway Community CRC
February 2, 2020

Life Groups Week 3 [Feb 2-7]

“THE UNTOLD STORY”

TWO WAYS WE RUN FROM GOD:
1. THROUGH DISOBEDIENCE.
Jonah 1:3

2. THROUGH OBEDIENCE.
Jonah 3:3, 4:1

THE PROPOSED PROBLEM:
Luke 15:1-3

 JESUS ASSOCIATES WITH SINNERS!
 HE EATS WITH THEM
 HE “RECEIVES” THEM
 BY ASSOCIATION, JESUS IS MAKING HIMSELF UNCLEAN
Luke 15:6-12, 23-24

THE CHARACTERS IN THE STORY:
 THE YOUNGER BROTHER = THE TAX COLLECTORS & “SINNERS”
 THE ELDER BROTHER = THE RELIGIOUS ELITES
KEY QUESTION:
 IS THE ELDER BROTHER LOST?
Jonah 3:10-4:1,4; Luke 15:28

THE REAL PROBLEM:
 THE ELDER BROTHER HEART IS SEEKING TO BE HIS OWN SAVIOR.
Luke 15:29-30

THE PAINFUL REALITY:
 IT’S HARDER TO RECEIVE GRACE WHEN YOU FEEL LIKE YOU DON’T NEED IT.

Most Important Job as a Life Group Leader - Prayer
Jim Egli, the small groups pastor at a Vineyard church in Illinois, had a question: What’s the most important
part of leading a small group?
To answer that question, he completed a Ph.D. degree and did extensive statistical research involving over
3,000 small group leaders in more than 200 churches. Obviously, he really wanted to know.
So what did he find?
He found that the single most important dimension of leading a group is your personal prayer life – your
connection to God as a leader.
Egli and his research partner investigated all sorts of aspects of small groups, asking their respondents questions
about group dynamics, leadership behaviors, and group meetings. But they found that the health and growth of a
group are tied most closely to the unseen dimension of a group leader’s relationship with God.
The biggest results came from leaders’ answers to these questions:






How consistently do you take time for prayer and Bible reading?
Are you praying daily for your non-Christian friends to come to know Jesus?
How many days in the past week did you pray for your small group members?
Do you pray for your group meetings in the days leading up to it?
How much time on average do you spend in daily prayer and Bible reading?

Those leaders with a strong relationship with God – as indicated by their answers to these questions – led small
groups which experienced a deeper level of care between members and had a clearer sense of mission beyond
the group. They also raised up more leaders and generated more new groups. And the greatest difference was in
evangelistic impact -- such leaders’ groups were four times likelier to see people brought to Christ through the
influence of the group than groups led by leaders with a weaker prayer life.
You may think you may need to spend more time preparing for your small group discussion or touching base
with your members outside group or organizing social activities or service projects. And that may be true.
But don’t neglect your prayer life. Your relationship with God will have more impact on your group than
anything else you do.
To learn more, check out: http://www.smallgroups.com/articles/2010/small-group-leaders-most-importantjob.html?paging=off
Some Things to Consider:
 What are your answers to the five questions above?


What has been your biggest impediment to spending time with God on a consistent basis? How could
you (or how have you) overcome it?



What are one or two practical things you can start doing to improve your prayer life?



What advice would you give to a new Christian who is just beginning to develop a prayer life?

LIFE GROUP TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER
Prayer is an important part of being in a Life Group, but it can also be intimidating. We find that group prayer goes better when we follow four
simple guidelines:
ALWAYS TAKE THE TIME TO PRAY TOGETHER – It is vital to the health of your group and to spiritual growth
WE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME—Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request either before prayer begins or during prayer time.
Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it’s covered, the group moves to the next topic.
PRAY MORE THAN ONCE—Because the group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is encouraged to pray several times during prayer for
topics they feel most led to pray about.
NO ONE IS REQUIRED TO PRAY—There is no expectation that you personally pray out loud in groups if you’d rather not.
KEEP OUR PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE—Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the point. When someone
prays for a long time, it’s hard for members to stay focused and it tends to intimidate those who may just be learning to pray out loud in a group
setting. Remember, no one is required to pray.
CONSIDER A FEW DIFFERENT TECHNIQUES:
If you find that praying in a group of 12-15 is too large, consider some of the techniques we discussed in training - in the same way you could have
two or three separate groups talking about questions and then coming together, you can utilize the same tool in prayer. Pray in groups of 4-5 and
then bring it together. Also, consider praying as groups of men and women. You'd be surprised at how different the prayers are when you do that.
It might even inspire a little more honesty.
KEEP IT ‘PERSONAL’ - As much as possible, encourage members to pray for more immediate concerns. Things like 'poverty in Africa' is no laughing
matter, but consider prayers that apply more directly to your group. Again, this will help fulfill our mission of 'cultivating meaningful relationships'
even as we lift up one another in prayer. Another benefit - it will also help against ‘gossip prayers.’

