
HELPING PEOPLE TO LOVE & SERVE JESUS 

The Roles of our Pastors  
(submitted by Chair of Ministering Elders Gord Houweling) 
 
They say change is good. They say it is kind of like a 
brand-new broom! I don’t know about you, but 
when I experience any sort of change, I often find it 
challenging. After all, with change comes a sense of 
uncertainty.  
 
We all find comfort in what we know. 
 
When we called Pastor Justin to the role of Lead 
Pastor, we were anticipating a pastor that would 
help us to grow. But with growth comes change. 
Can you imagine having the same shoe size you did 
when you were 10 years old? The same principle 
holds true for our spiritual life as well. We as Minis-
tering Elders (formerly Pastoral Elders) are navi-
gating these changes here at Gateway. We are now 
transitioning to Life Groups and are excited about 
the healthy level of participation, and we expect 
things will continue to grow and evolve. The chil-
dren and youth ministries are bursting at the seams, 
and we see so much potential for growth in this ar-
ea. We as Elders are amazed! God is good!    

 
But not all changes are 
received as well as these. 
For instance, our deci-
sion to become an 
“Ephesians 4” church means that we have more peo-
ple on the front lines of ministry.  
 
While we are so excited about more men and women 
serving on the front lines, some may still prefer what 
we knew in the past – namely ongoing visits from the 
pastors. This really got me thinking about our pastor’s 
role. The expectation of some is that it is the sole re-
sponsibility of the pastors is to visit the sick, dying, 
those with milestone birthdays, shut-in members, and 
new parents. This list is long and the needs are great.  
 
What we decided as a Council during our time of tran-
sition between lead pastors was that all these visits can 
not be filled by one person. It’s not only impractical, it’s 
unbiblical. It is not the role of the pastor to be all things 
to all people. It is the role of the pastors “to equip the 
saints for the work of ministry for the building up of 
the body of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:12)  
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the book: 

‘Parenting in the 

Pew’ (email Pas-

tor Marcel if you 

would like a copy)  

 

3. We are hosting 

a teaching for 

parents on June 6 that will help us un-

derstand the significance of our chil-

dren and youth ministries.  

 

Again, this is a small snap shot of the rea-

son and resources . We ask for your pa-

tience and understanding as we begin to 

make this ‘change’.  
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Proudly presents 

Have you wondered what’s going on with young adults today?  
 
When College/University students enter the stage of life called 
“emerging adulthood”, transitioning to post-secondary from 
high school, it becomes difficult for many students, including 
struggling in their faith. Why? 
 
Join us for a discussion on the “Why” and how Gateway can 
begin the process of healthy Spiritual Formation from age 0-
age 25.                                                              RSVP required  

Guest Speaker: Rick Hiemstra is Direc-
tor of Research and Media Relations at 
the EFC. Prior to assuming these roles he 
served as the Director of the Centre for 
Research on Canadian Evangelicalism.   

Saturday, June 6 in the Chapel 
8:30 Breakfast 

9:00-10:45 Presentation and Discussion 

11:00-1:00: 412 Ministry Leaders/Volunteers 

 

Jacob de Wit 1695 – 1754 Moses chooses seventy elders (1739) drawing with pen and brush  

Annual Mexico Auction 
Saturday, February 8th 

 

Dinner : 6:00 - 7:00 pm   (by donation) 
Auction: 7:00 pm 

Lower Level Multi-purpose room 
 

Many excellent items for auction, great food and service and a 
whole lot of fun! Come and support our Mexico Missions Team 
 

(To donate to the auction contact Pastor Marcel this week)  
marcel@gatewaycrc.org, 604-859-5908 ext. *204 

Pastor Adam’s  
Information 
 
Title: Executive Director of 
Ministries 

E: adam@gatewaycrc.org 
P: 604-859-5908  ext #202 
 

Adam’s wife's name is Pam. Pam & 
Adam have three children: Tyana, 
Taryn and Eden. 

https://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/Research
https://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/Research


Helping people to love and serve Jesus!  
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In  

partnership  

with 
More information on Feb 2! 

If we continue to rely on models of church leader-
ship that were heavily relied up in the past, we will 
be setting up our pastors for failure and burnout. 
Not only that, we undermine the work of God in 
other leaders in our midst. You might ask, “Well it 
was done in the past. Why can’t it be done now?” 
Part of the answer to that question is because we 
want to follow the pattern identified in Scripture. 
We are asking our pastors (especially our lead pas-
tor) to function in a very different way – namely, to 
equip our leaders so that we are not entirely de-
pendent upon the ministry of one person.  
 
This past month I read the book of Exodus. What I 
find interesting is chapter 18 where Moses func-
tioned as “all things to all people.” It was some-
thing he could not keep up because other tasks 
would be left undone which were just as im-
portant. Not only did Moses suffer, so did his broad 
range of responsibilities. While the passage is a lit-
tle long, it paints a very helpful picture of what we 
are trying to achieve here at Gateway. Exodus 18:9-
26 says,  
 

9 Jethro was delighted to hear about all the 
good things the Lord had done for Israel in 
rescuing them from the hand of the Egyptians. 
10 He said, “Praise be to the Lord, who rescued 
you from the hand of the Egyptians and of 
Pharaoh, and who rescued the people from 
the hand of the Egyptians. 11 Now I know that 
the Lord is greater than all other gods, for he 
did this to those who had treated Israel arro-
gantly.” 12 Then Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, 
brought a burnt offering and other sacrifices 
to God, and Aaron came with all the elders of 
Israel to eat a meal with Moses’ father-in-law 
in the presence of God. 
13 The next day Moses took his seat to serve as 
judge for the people, and they stood around 
him from morning till evening. 14 When his fa-
ther-in-law saw all that Moses was doing for 
the people, he said, “What is this you are doing 
for the people? Why do you alone sit as judge, 
while all these people stand around you from 
morning till evening?” 
 
15 Moses answered him, “Because the people 
come to me to seek God’s will. 16 Whenever 
they have a dispute, it is brought to me, and I 
decide between the parties and inform them 
of God’s decrees and instructions.” 

 
17 Moses’ father-in-law replied, “What you are 
doing is not good. 18 You and these people who 
come to you will only wear yourselves out. The 

work is too heavy for you; you cannot handle it 
alone. 19 Listen now to me and I will give you some 
advice, and may God be with you. You must be the 
people’s representative before God and bring their 
disputes to him. 20 Teach them his decrees and in-
structions, and show them the way they are to live 
and how they are to behave. 21 But select capable 
men from all the people—men who fear God, trust-
worthy men who hate dishonest gain—and ap-
point them as officials over thousands, hundreds, 
fifties and tens. 22 Have them serve as judges for 
the people at all times but have them bring every 
difficult case to you; the simple cases they can de-
cide themselves. That will make your load lighter, 
because they will share it with you. 23 If you do this 
and God so commands, you will be able to stand 
the strain, and all these people will go home satis-
fied.” 
 
24 Moses listened to his father-in-law and did every-
thing he said. 25 He chose capable men from all Is-
rael and made them leaders of the people, officials 
over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. 26 They 
served as judges for the people at all times. The 
difficult cases they brought to Moses, but the sim-
ple ones they decided themselves. 

 
OK, I am not saying Pastor Justin is Moses!  First of all, 
his beard would need to be way longer! What this pas-
sage does say is that “Many hands make the work load 
lighter.” One person can not do everything. Here is the 
good news: as Ministering Elders, we have systems in 
place that are making it possible to make sure each 
member is visited and cared for. Furthermore, we are 
utilizing the Biblical mandate to equip others to lead as 
God intends. 
 
One of these ministries is our “Care Team” ministry 
which is made up of volunteers and visiting elders, 
each with a manageably sized list of members they vis-
it on an ongoing basis. We’ve been in this model for 
only 3 months, but early reports are very good. We are 
getting many connections and visits done. Both Life 
Groups and our Care Team ministry are the two arms 
of care within our congregation.  
 
In addition to the Care Team ministry, we also have 
Pastor Bill on staff. As the “Visitation Pastor,” Bill is 
tasked with making regular visits to our elderly and 
shut-in members as well as other members who may 
from time to time need to be visited. Over the last few 
months I have had the privilege of serving as Chair of 
the Ministering Elders. In that time, I have had the op-
portunity to serve communion with Pastor Bill for 
some of our shut -in members. I was able to see first 
hand how he works with the members of Gateway 

 

LIFE Group registration open:  January 1 

Upcoming Events: 
 

If you are between the ages 18 - 30ish, single, in a 
relationship or married, you are invited to the fol-
lowing:  
 

Clik Gathering 
Monday, Feb 3rd 

7:30-9:00    #100-1940 N. Parallel Road 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Sanctus’ 
Sunday, Feb 23 

7:30 @ Gateway Chapel 
Topic: Apologetics 

Speak : Pastor Al Breitkreuz 

Have you ever been interested in going to 

INDIA  

If so, join Lily Kwok from GAiN  

Sunday, Feb 2  in room 107 

immediately following the morning ser-

vice for more information and to have  

all your questions answered.  
 

 

Dates: Nov 19-Dec 4 

Cost: $3,500 

Web:  http://www.gatewaycrc.org/ministries/

God has placed us here, not somewhere else. 

 

   

 

 

Over the next 9 weeks almost 200 members in our LIFE 

Groups are committed to a Serve project. Most of our 

groups have chosen and will be serving in the following 

locations: 
 

1. Tinsley/Gorter Group: Cyrus Center 

2. Postma/Vanbodegom Group: Marker Maintenance 

3. Draaistra/Tuin Group: Archway Food Bank 

4. Walker Group: Cyrus Center 

5. Lieuwen/Thiessen Group: Life’s Second Chance 

6. Vaandrager/Bouwman Group: Teen Challenge 

7. Arends/Rolleman Group: Archway Food Bank 

8. Vaandrager/Dykstra Group: Gateway Volleyball 

Clean-up 

9. Vander_Buek_Hoorn Group: Storm Troopers 

10.Pruim/Gelderman Group:  Inasmuch 

11.Peetoom/Breukelman Group: Life Recovery 

12.Houweling/Weijdeman Group: Life Recovery 

13.Brandsma/Funk Group: Salvation Army 

14.Boot/Glover Group: Life’s Second Chance 



8 WEEKS OF HIGH ENERGY  

SUMMER DAY CAMPS 
REGISTRATION FEE: $135 PER CHILD 

AGES: 6-13 
 

This years Summer Camp is a wonderful combination of 

our VBS Ministry and our previous Summer Camp  

Ministry . Every day Summer Camp will begin and end with 

a “VBS Style” gathering/worship focusing on our weekly 

themes.  Each week will end with a ‘Friday Family Feast’ 

allowing the Campers to showcase all they’ve learned and 

experienced during their time at Camp.    
 

Previous Campers and Gateway Members can              

pre-register starting Monday, February 17.  
 

2020 DATES– descriptions of each week can be found at  

www.gatewaycrc.org/ministries/summer-camp-2020  
 

JUNE 29-JULY 3 - FOOD EXTRAVAGANZA 

JULY 6-10 - SPORTS ADVENTURE 

JULY 13-17 - SCIENCE ADVENTURE 

JULY 20-24 - WILDERNESS EXPLORATION 

JULY 27-31 - FOOD EXTRAVAGANZA 

AUGUST 3-7 - SPORTS ADVENTURE 

AUGUST 10-14 - WILDERNESS EXPLORATION 

AUGUST 17-21 - SCIENCE ADVENTURE 
 

church. We, as Ministering Elders, feel this ministry is 
vital to the spiritual health of Gateway! 
 
We have tasked Pastor Justin to function as the or-
ganizational leader of Gateway. He is tasked with 
preaching, teaching, vision-casting, overseeing paid 
and volunteer staff, developing and training new 
leaders, and the various ministries they run, and to 
ensure we are carrying out the great commission. To 
use a sports metaphor, we have asked him to func-
tion more as “coach” than “player.” Not unlike Moses, 
his task is to ensure that all of our ministries are func-
tioning well and that the entire body of Christ is be-
ing built up in a way that utilizes their gifts and tal-
ents for the sake of our church. 
 
Why am I sharing all of this? Because 
change – even good change – is hard! 
But as elders, we want to encourage 
all of us to embrace the changes that 
are here. Get involved. Join one of our 
Life Groups. Embrace the ministry 
received from your Care Team lead-
ers. See what great things God is do-
ing in us and through us! God is at 
work! 
 
We also want to encourage you – 
don’t ever hesitate to ask questions! 
The changes we are making are mov-
ing in a direction that is bathed in 
prayer and trusting that this process 
will be blessed. We are certain that 
we will continue to grow as long as 

we commit to sharing with, praying for, and even 
challenging each other.  
 
If you have questions please contact us: 
 
Gord Houweling (Chair of Elders) 604-793-8660 
 gordhouweling@gmail.com  
Jason Maarhuis (Chair of Council)   604-302-9250 
 maarwaydairy@gmail.com 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Gord Houweling  
(Chair of Ministering Elders)  
 

Gateway  

EDGE is our NEW Jr youth ministry that will 

begin on September 29, 2020 in the Chapel and 

Multi-purpose room on the lower level.   
 

EDGE stands for “Every Day God Encounters” , 

where junior youth will be intentionally taught  

to live into 1 Timothy 4:12.   
 

“Don’t let anyone look down on 

you because you are young, but set an ex-

ample for the believers in speech, in con-

duct, in love, in faith and in purity.” 
 

We will be using the GROW Curriculum which 

has age appropriate 4-5 week teachings on vari-

ous topics.   Some of the topics include the Blast 

Off (Spiritual Habits), Brave (David and Esther), 

Epic (the Wilderness) and much more. At the 

end of each 4-5 week teaching cycle we will have 

a special night to teach our Jr youth on various 

topics such as proper use of make-up, BBQ tips, 

the Do’s and Don’t of middle school, hygiene and 

more.  And we must not forget about the EDGE 

Retreat!   
 

A typical EDGE night will include fun, food, wor-

ship, energetic games, teachings, and small 

group discussions. 
 

EDGE will take place on Tuesday nights from 

7:00-8:30 pm.  If you would like to be a Mentor 

Leader for an EDGE Small Group email Pastor 

Marcel  @ marcel@gatewaycrc.org 

Hi, my name is Jayden Tuin and I’ve gone 
to Gateway Community CRC for most of 
my life. I’m 19 years old and in my 2nd year 
at Redeemer University studying Youth 
Ministry and Disability Studies. I’ve always 
had a heart for working with youth and 

giving back to those who are slightly 
younger than me. I’m excited for what this 
summer holds and what God has in store 
for camp! 

Meet our 2020 Camp Director 

Care District Congregational Care Team Leader(s) Elder Overseer 

1 Al Mulder* Carrie Vanderwal 

2 Bob Spyksma and Ann VanderMeulen Carrie Vanderwal 

3 Calvin and Karin Breukelman Carrie Vanderwal 

4 Sandra Arends Heather Postma 

5 Monique Huurman* Heather Postma 

6 Arlene Vleeming Heather Postma 

7 Kees Vanbodegom* Heidi Dykshorn 

8 Milt and Rita Walker Heidi Dykshorn 

9 Lloyd Dykstra* Heidi Dykshorn 

10 Cheryl Groothof Bryan Brandsma 

11 Annette DeRover* Bryan Brandsma 

Young Adults Punk Kielstra Jacob Atsma 

* indicates Elder who are functioning as a Congregational Care Team member.  

mailto:gordhouweling@gmail.com
mailto:maarwaydairy@gmail.com


Gateway Youth Ministry is heading back to Vin-

cente Guerrero, Baja California, Mexico!  The youth 

are delighted to go on your behalf to bring the 

love of Christ through our words 

and our deeds. This ministry experi-

ence is scheduled, Lord willing, from 

March 14-23, 2020.   

Here is what the team will be doing:  

Home Building and Evangelism 

Outreach 

Many of the families living in Mexico 

earn a very low income and are una-

ble to afford adequate food and 

housing. Families often live in very 

small shelters made of cardboard, 

plastic, palettes and salvaged build-

ing materials. When we build a 

house for a family in Baja we are 

breaking the poverty cycle, improv-

ing the health and education op-

portunity for the children and giving 

them more hope and an ability to 

have dreams for the future. Families 

understand that it is because of Je-

sus’s love for them that they are be-

ing blessed with a home. Our goal 

as a team is to build 1 house for 1 family! 
 

The team will also be involved in the Dump Minis-

try, Women’s  Shelter, Street Evangelism and 

more.  
 

A full week of ministry and fun!  

G a t e w a y  Y o u t h  

At the recent 412 Ministry gathering we discussed 

all the exciting changes taking place in all our 412 

Ministries starting in September. One of the 

changes is Kids Church will only go up to grade 2.  

 Thank you to those that came to the 

 meeting to learn more.   
 

 Here are just a few of the bullet rea-

sons for this upcoming change to 

assist in the spiritual formation of our 

Children:  

 

1. How to worship will be be mod-

eled by parents/ church family. 

2. A more systematic approach to 

spiritual formation at Gateway 

3. There is a sense of solemnity and 

awe which children should expe-

rience in the presence of God.   

4. Worshiping together counters 

the contemporary fragmentation 

of families.  

 

 In order to make this a smooth tran-

 sition for our children (and our par-

 ents)  here are a few thing we are 

 doing:  

 

 Pastor Marcel is going to teach on 4 different 

aspects of ‘Church’ to our grade 2/3 children  

during the month of April.   

 We would like to provide parents with  

                                         (continued on back page)    

   

 
Youth 
Kylee Griffioen 
Janae deRegt 
Eileen Noordam 
Taylor Dekker 
Violet VanderKooi 
Lauren Bowman 
Lianne Tuin 
Sydney Kornelius 
Jenna Maarhuis 
Isabel Maza 
Alana DeJong 
Natalie Schutte 
Lincoln Schmidt 
Deegan Binnendyk 
Luke Groenwold-Wright 
Aiden deRegt 
Mike Baars 
Ezra Meinen 
Tyler VanderVeen 
Eli Dykshoorn 
Ryder Enns 

 
Leaders 
Marcel deRegt 
Dan Dekker 
Dan Veeneman 
Matt Delville 
Kelsey Breukelman 
Susan Dykshoorn 
Karla Kornelius 

Through our Fundscrip program,  Gateway is able to support   

 EMMA CONWAY  
on her ministry trip to Romania in May.  Here is a brief note from Emma:  
 

“I have been given the opportunity to be a part of a mission team that will 

be going to Romania for the month of May through Global Projects at Trini-

ty Western University. In the Romanian countryside, we will partner with 

River of Life Ministries to reach out to at-risk single mothers, orphaned children, and the elderly. As a team 

we will have opportunities to work on maintenance and construction projects and plan programs for 

mothers and children. Our purpose in this trip show love to some of the most vulnerable people in Roma-

nian society.  

 

As part of a Global Projects trip, my team will consider the questions of justice: WHY did things get to be 

this way and why are we participating in God’s mission; mercy: WHO are we becoming and who are we 

called to love; and humility: HOW can we help without hurting and how 

do we follow and obey God?  After the trip is over, we will be challenged 

to identify one next step we can take as a result of all that we have 

learned. As a team we will be fundraising, learning about Romania (its 

history and present situation) as well as spreading awareness for our 

trip so that we can create a network of prayer and support. 

 

I am beyond excited to start this journey and see what God is leading 

me to in Romania. Thank you for your generous support!” 

Thank–you for 
your support of   

 
You will pay for 
your everyday 
expenses & gifts 
with gift cards 

bought from FundScrip.  That simple!  
 

Each gift card purchase automatically includes a do-
nation to Gateway Community CRC. You are not out 
of pocket, and you shop where you would normally 
shop. 
 

 

Buy $100, Get $100: Buy cards at face value, get 
face value at the retailers - you lose nothing 
 

Shop As Usual: Purchase cards from over 230 lead-
ing retailers, there's no need to change your shop-
ping habits 
 

Pay With Gift Cards: Pay with gift cards instead of 
credit/debit/cash for your everyday items & gifts 
 

Raise Funds: Each purchase automatically in-
cludes a donation for Gateway Missions that can 
quickly add up over time 

What is 

Next Fundscrip order from will be in your mailbox on Sunday, Feb 9th 


