
  
 

 
LEADER NOTES: 
 

THIS WEEK: 

 PREPARATION FOR YOUR FOURTH MEETING:  

 Book your social event.  As our mission is all about meaningful relationships and seeing the people of God be 
velcroed to each other, hanging out socially, is one of the best ways to do that! Organize an event coming up 
where you don’t have to focus on deep discussion.  Instead of your usual gather, plan a games event, a meal out 
together, or gather in someone’s home around a table of appies!  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 PICTURES! 

 Take pictures! While the latest incentive deal has expired, and the winner will be announced during week 5, don’t 
stop sending in your pictures! Next incentive deal – THE MOST CREATIVE GROUP SELFIE!   Watch for details next 
week. 

 Post your pictures to Instagram or Facebook if your comfortable doing that, with the hashtag #gatewaylifegroups, 
or email/text them to pastor Adam.  Just be sure your group knows you’re doing so.   

 ATTENDANCE: 

 Attendance is SUPER helpful for our Life Group Coordinating Team.  Be sure to follow the email that our system 
will send you to fill out your weekly attendance, do it as your group ends, so that you don’t forget!  Need help – 
contact pastor Adam. 

 LIFE GROUP LEADERS TRAINING: 

 On the last page of this leader’s guide is an article “Leading a Missional Group.” Have a read through to grow in 
your ability to lead through hard scenarios in your group that can come up. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

LEADER NOTE: It is important to focus our time in getting our members used to chatting and sharing within the group 
setting.  However, as your group continues to grow together, be more controlled with how much time you spend on these 
“Getting to Know You” questions.  Remember your goal is to get your members to a comfortable spot to have the coming 
deeper conversations.  Perhaps as you gather, your members might already be there! 
 
1) What’s the most recent thing you did for the first time? 
LEADER NOTE: Perhaps a tricky / tongue twister of a question, read the question slowly, and think back to last first thing 
you did.  It might be something grand, or mundane, enjoy everyone’s thoughts and experiences.  Ask your members why 
they did it? This question, given its tricky nature, may work best to ask popcorn style! 
 
 
2) You find yourself in the Middle Ages.  What’s your profession? 
LEADER NOTE: Launch back to the number of centuries between the 5th and 14th century, where life consisted of feudal 
system and distinct social castes made up of peasants, merchants, and nobles.  This question, which is a touch easier to 
consider, go around the room getting answers.  
 
Here’s a list of Middle Ages Professions: 
Baker 
Butcher 
Merchant 
Groom 
Rat-Catcher 

Farmer 
Wheelwright 
Winemaker 
Scribe 
Weaver 

Roofer 
Stonemason 
Tax Collector 
Candle Maker 
Tanner 

Blacksmith 
Minstrel 
Miller 
Bear-leader 
Bowyer 

Farrier 
Tailor 
Barber Surgeon 
Alchemist 
Jongleur   
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU  
  

 



 

 
LEADER NOTE: These are two questions that have your group reflecting upon last Sunday’s message.  The first question 
will always be the same, and the second one is provided from our teaching pastor from the service. 
 
1) Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything that particularly caught your attention, 
challenged, or confused you?    
LEADER NOTE: We will regularly remind you to be a good student yourself as you listen to the messages on Sunday 
mornings.  Take your own notes, and write down your own questions that you’re asking of the text.  Share that with your 
members, model this behavior! 
 
2) This weekend pastor Justin shared a quote from Philip Keller on how eastern shepherds gather in stray sheep. Consider 
together its implications and meaning for our lives today.  
  

  
   

 
LEADER NOTE: These are three questions that we ask each week and have us look at each passage we study through the 
same lens.   Some groups go through each of the questions, and others have taken the opportunity to ask an overarching 
question with all three questions in mind, “What strikes you all together about this passage?” 
 
READ Daniel 3 
LEADER NOTE: For the sake of time, consider reading together verses 1, 12-25, 28-29 
 
1) What does this passage say about the character of God?  
 
2) What does this passage say about fallen humanity and the world we are in?  
 
3) Where does this passage specifically expose sin or unbelief in my own life? How does it specifically call me to change 
my thinking, redirect my affections, replace my behaviors, and trust my Savior?  
 
 
 

 
1) READ Daniel 3:1-2.  King Nebuchadnezzar is the main character in chapter 3, as he was in chapters 1 & 2.  What are you 
seeing as a pattern in his life and leadership in these opening chapters? 

 
LEADER NOTE:  In the first three chapters, we see King Nebuchadnezzar making moves between a tyrannical king and a 
softening little puppy (who still wants to chop people up into pieces that refuse to obey his orders).  This man is the 
farthest thing from being a humble and compassionate servant.  We saw at the start of chapter 1, this king remove 10,000 
Hebrew boys from their homes, but at the end he found the particular four, favourable.  In chapter 2, he wakes up in a 
cold sweat from a ridiculous dream and is voicing murderous threats to his primary leadership team; by the end of the 
chapter, Daniel and his friends receive accolades and promotions.  Now in chapter 3, it’s the same thing!  He made the 
statue, uttered murderous threats, and at the end, he’s exalting the king of the three friends!  You might suggest that he 
waffles back and forth from seeing himself as god almighty, to seeing the truth of the Real God Almighty.   
 

 Where do we see similar actions our own lives? What portions of scripture challenge that behavior? 
 
LEADER NOTE:  In the 21st century, differences of opinion couldn’t be farther apart, but also more agreeable to disagree 
than ever before.  Postmodern belief says, “you can believe what you want, as long as it fits you.”  Moralistic Therapeutic 
Deism says that, “you can believe what you wish, whenever it makes you feel good.”  It’s a complex world for those who 
are religious.  One example of how scripture challenges behavior like King Nebuchadnezzar’s, is where Jesus speaks in 

QUICK REVIEW 

SCRIPTURE REVIEW 

DIGGING DEEPER 



Matthew 5, during the ‘Sermon on the Mount’ about living the Christian life.  At verses 33-37 He talks about oaths.  The 
Message translation puts His words this way, “You don’t make your words true by embellishing them with religious lace. In 
making your speech sound more religious, it becomes less true. Just say ‘yes’ and ‘no.’ When you manipulate words to get 
your own way, you go wrong.”  It’s the text that may be familiar with – let your yes be yes, and let your no, be no.  In 
other words, the challenge we hear, and what Nebuchadnezzar was not, is for the disciple of Jesus to be consistent in 
following the Lord’s commands.  Always.  In every occasion.  Paul builds on this idea as he writes to Timothy these words 
in 1 Timothy 4:2, “preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete 
patience and teaching.” 
 
 
2) READ Daniel 3:16-18.  Pastor Larry Osborne writes in his book, Thriving in Babylon (pg. 81), “We haven’t learned 
obedience until we do what [God] says, despite our doubts, confusion, or concern that His way won’t work out.” What 
strikes about that quote? Do you think you could react or respond to life’s fiery challenges, as these three friends did?  
Why or why not? 
 
LEADERS NOTE:  This is the book that we’ve encouraged our church family to interact with as we take this journey through 
the book of Daniel.  The couple of pages where this quote comes from, Osborne is writing about the qualities of character 
that Christians cannot live without.  The first quality he talks about is, obedience.  He writes, “It’s the one thing that proves 
we know and love Jesus, and it’s the ultimate goal of the Great Commission” (pg. 80).  If the opportunity comes up, bring 
your members to Matthew 28:18-20.  These final command of Jesus has many layers, one of which says, “teaching [non-
believers] to obey everything I have commanded you.”  Obedience of God is not just for us to do, to honor the Lord, it’s 
also to point others towards the Lord as well!  Following the quote in the question, Osborne writes, “And that kind of 
obedience doesn’t come naturally.”   
 
When conversing with your members and their reaction to life’s fiery challenges, your members might share some 
difficult moments in their lives.  Always, be sure to be gracious for their responses.  Say “Thank-you for sharing that with 
us.” Also in some way, communicate to your group that your group is a safe place to open up. 
 
DISCUSSION TIP:  When there are compounding questions, such as these in this question, consider asking one at a time.  
Start with first asking, “what strikes you?” Allow space for discussion, then follow up with “Do you think you could react or 
respond…” including the “why or why not” portion at that time.   
 

 READ Luke 22:41-42.  What does Jesus understand about His Father’s plan as He prays this prayer? 
 
LEADER NOTE:  The overarching theme in the book of Daniel up until now is highlighting God’s sovereignty.  That shouldn’t 
be new at this point anymore.  However, as we look at the passage in Luke, we see the rubber hit the road in Jesus’ life.  
He’s in the garden of Gethsemane, He’s well aware of what is to come.  After all, He’s God, He knows that outside of the 
garden is an angry mob seeking His death.  He asks His Father for a way out, but in the same breath, acknowledges that 
what His Father has ordained, will serve a much greater purpose.  He places His full and complete trust in the Father.  
Verse 43 highlights the Father’s compassion, “there appeared to him an angel from heaven, strengthening him.”  Consider 
asking the following additional question: 
 
ADDITIONAL QUESTION:  How have you felt the Lord strengthening you for the challenges you have faced? 
 
 
3) READ Daniel 3:24-25 & Psalm 23. What confidence or assurance does this passage in Daniel and the Psalmist offer you? 
 
LEADER NOTE: This moment in Daniel is one of the most remarkable moments in Scripture as we have the opportunity to 
gaze in upon the miraculous presence of God amongst His people.  What is fascinating to think about in this context, is 
that phrase, “in the midst of the fire.”  God didn’t appear there, and remove them from the fire, or come in with a fire 
extinguisher or hose connected to the nearest hydrant – God showed up WITHIN the challenge.  In this world, Jesus says, 
there will be tribulation, there will be trouble (John 16:33), but God adds, “I will be with you in those moments.”  That’s 
what David is experiencing and articulating in Psalm 23.  In verse 4, David is reflecting upon the challenges he’s been 



through, and writes, “even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death.”  That word, “through” gives us the 
similar impression as Daniel’s “in the midst.”    As we continue to grow in our faith, we have to understand that the 
Christian Faith is not a fire extinguisher, it’s not an easy button that we can slap to get ourselves out of tricky moments.  
We need to understand that God doesn’t just lift us up out of our issues, but meets us WITHIN them; and while there, He 
grants us the strength to endure the moments, and we come out the other ender with a great confidence in God, a 
greater assurance of His compassion and protection.   
 

 Can you recall moments in your life where God was with you “in the midst of the fire”? 
 

LEADER NOTE:  Once again, we ask a deep introspective question.  This question is rather risky for your members to 
answer.  Acknowledge that for your members, and like always, be grateful for how your members share and contribute.   
 
DISCUSSION TIP:  Sometimes your members may answer these kinds of questions in a more general way – saying “God has 
been with me in amazing ways.”  As leader, gently pry your members to think of actual moments, encourage everyone to 
take a quiet moment and simply reflect upon God’s hand of provision, and then to share the specific moments with your 
group.   
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: This question is typically the highest degree of risk, where your group members are challenged to consider 
now how the theme that you’ve been talking about now hits the road and takes shape in their lives.   
 
READ Daniel 3:26-28. King Nebuchadnezzar’s heart is softening.  The Lord, through His Holy Spirit, is stirring within him.  
Do you remember when Jesus, through the same Holy Spirit started to stir, or soften, your heart?  Tell your Life Group 
what you can about that process in your life? 
 
LEADER NOTE:  This question is building up to where we go next week.  King Nebuchadnezzar, himself, proclaims all glory 
and honor to the Lord Almighty.  Daniel 4, captures the story of his conversion, and him, essentially sharing his testimony 
with us!  What an incredible journey we are on through this book of Daniel! Like we first discussed in the first question, in 
the first three chapters of Daniel, we’re seeing a pattern – King Nebuchadnezzar opens the chapter in a murderous rage, 
but closes the chapter having softened in his heart.  We can see that the Lord was working on him.  The Lord has been at 
work in all our lives, and is always drawing us back towards Himself (John 6:44).  There are times that we might be able to 
identify ourselves with the King here – and his waffling back and forth between being trapped in sin, and seeing the Glory 
of God having defeated all brokenness.   This is a neat moment now for your group, to share of God’s work in your lives, 
and how He has drawn your members to Himself.  You might hear stories of, “it’s always been there, I’ve grown to 
appreciate His steadfast love!” to other stories of “there was a moment that He gripped my heart, and I became aware of 
my sin!”  Both stories speak to God’s greatness and attention to His people!  
 
 
 
CLOSE YOUR MEETING: Invite your members into a time of prayer, chatting through your on-going prayer needs, updating 
each other on where things are at! Be sure to in the midst of this, to offer prayers of gratitude & thanksgiving! 
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: This following question is completely optional, and is intended for the participants’ personal reflection. 
 
READ Psalm 2.  Earthly rulers are subject to the Lord as much as everyone else.  Nebuchadnezzar included.  What 
challenge does this Psalmist have for the Israelites in their time? What challenge does this Psalm present to us as we live 
as citizens and residents in Canada? 

TAKING IT HOME  

ONE MORE QUESTION (Optional Personal Reflection Questions) 
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At Gateway, we desire our Life Groups to be both relational and transformational. We want people within them to experience 
community and to be discipled – to be transformed into the image of Christ.  But that’s not all. We also want them to be 
missional! Jesus came to earth with a mission – to reconcile us to God. He did that in part by caring about the spiritual and 
physical needs of the people He encountered. 
 
Whether it was comforting and challenging the woman at the well, feeding the 5,000, or healing the blind, Jesus met the 
tangible needs that were right in front of Him. In a parable in Matthew 25, Jesus declared: 
 

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom 
prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked 

after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.” 
 

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to 
drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in 

prison and go to visit you?’ 
 

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 
(Matthew 25:34-40) 

 
Jesus didn’t tell us to write a check.  He told us to get involved in the grit and grime of people’s daily lives. We’re called to invite 
the poor wanderer into our homes, not to keep them at arm’s length and serve them “out there.” We’re called to invite others 
into our lives and enter into theirs. 
 
So, what does this mean for Life Groups? Is it just another thing to add to our busy schedules? Ultimately, this is not about a 
service project once a month – it’s about living missionally. It’s a lifestyle of intentionally loving those around us and helping 
them know who Jesus is through our actions. Our vocational calling is to be on mission every day. 
 
Discipling others and having influence in their lives gives us the responsibility to help them understand the mission Jesus calls us 
to. They need to catch the vision to love and serve others.  

LIFE GROUP LEADERS TRAINING 



 
So, while living missionally isn’t about just doing a service project, 
practically speaking it may very well begin there. Often service 
projects can open your group members’ eyes to needs they’ve 
never seen before, enabling them to enter into others’ lives in new 
ways. 
 
In terms of first steps, this likely means having your group 
participate in one of our ‘Service’ projects and then going from 
there.   
 
Ask yourself: What is Christ calling you to do considering the 
passions you have and the people He’s called you to and placed 
around you? And how can you get your group involved in that? 

Some Things to Consider: 
 

 What are some experiences you’ve had with 
living missionally –loving and serving others –as 
an individual? 

 What are some experiences you’ve had with 
living missionally as part of a group? 

 Where do you personally feel called to serve?  

 Are there ways your group can come alongside 
you in that? 

 Brainstorm: What are some ways our groups 
can be missional? 

 


