
  
 

 
LEADER NOTES: 
 

THIS WEEK: 

 PREPARATION FOR YOUR THIRD MEETING:  

 Review the plans for the semester.  Bring up the serve projects to come (find them online at 
gatewaycrc.org/lifegroups/serve).  Select a project that will work well for the group, and get in touch with Pastor 
Adam.  Consider having a few picked out, in case another group has already booked your number one plan.  Also, 
send your members to the HUB next Sunday morning to get a new BLUE SERVE SHIRT!  Also, touch on the topic of 
the covenant, and our commitment to be the safest of places for each of our members, and we do so seriously, to 
earn the trust of each other, and to protect each other.  

 Address the Covenant if you haven’t already done so.  This is a critical element to put our trust on paper with each 
member of our group.  This season, we have a lot of newcomers to our groups, and we want them to experience 
Life Groups in the most positive of ways.  Agreeing to trust, to show up, and to hold everyone accountable ahead 
of our activities together, can do just that! 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 PICTURES! 

 Take pictures! We love seeing your group meeting, in service, and socially hanging out, and not just posed shots – 
but candid’s.  Here’s some incentive! For the coming two weeks (ending October 15th), SEND ME PICTURES OF 
YOUR GROUPS – in your homes as you gather.  I’ll take the names from each submitted group, put them into a 
draw for a $50-VISA GIFT CARD for you to get goodies for your week four Life Group meeting.   

 Post your pictures to Instagram or Facebook if your comfortable doing that, with the hashtag #gatewaylifegroups, 
or email/text them to pastor Adam.  Just be sure your group knows you’re doing so.   

 ATTENDANCE: 

 Attendance is SUPER helpful for our Life Group Coordinating Team.  Be sure to follow the email that our system 
will send you to fill out your weekly attendance, do it as your group ends, so that you don’t forget!  Need help – 
contact pastor Adam. 

 LIFE GROUP LEADERS TRAINING: 

 On the last page of this leader’s guide is an article “The Most Important Part.” Have a read through to grow in 
your ability to lead through hard scenarios in your group that can come up. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

LEADER NOTE: We are very early in our ministry season, and its important to focus our time in getting used to chatting 
and sharing within the group setting.  These “Getting to Know You” questions are the low-risk questions.  They’re safe for 
all voices to chime in.  You can say, “let’s go around the room” or “let’s hear everyone’s thoughts.” 
 
Would you rather …  (circle your answers) 
  Have a fully automated home  or self-driving car? 
  Live on the beach    or a cabin in the woods? 
  Be invisible for a day    or be able to fly for a day? 
  Speak with animals    or know other peoples’ thoughts? 
  Be ten years older    or ten years younger? 
  Have lived in the 1870’s   or in the 1970’s?  
  Shovel snow      or rake leaves?  
  Discover a hidden treasure   or discover a living dinosaur? 
LEADER NOTE: Just have fun here! Go around your group, share the answers – and when it looks good, ask “why?”     
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LEADER NOTE: These are two questions that have your group reflecting upon last Sunday’s message.  The first question 
will always be the same, and the second one is provided from our teaching pastor from the service. 
 
1) Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything that particularly caught your attention, 
challenged, or confused you?    
LEADER NOTE: We will regularly remind you to be a good student yourself as you listen to the messages on Sunday 
mornings.  Take your own notes, and write down your own questions that you’re asking of the text.  Share that with your 
members, model this behavior! 
 
2) The past weekend pastor Justin invited us to consider the following as a daily question: "Knowing that God is Sovereign, 
where is God leading me today in building His Kingdom?" How would this question influence your daily life? 
  

  
   

 
LEADER NOTE: These are three questions that we ask each week and have us look at each passage we study through the 
same lens.   Some groups go through each of the questions, and others have taken the opportunity to ask an overarching 
question with all three questions in mind, “What strikes you all together about this passage?” 
 
READ Daniel 2:1-23, 44-49 
1) What does this passage say about the character of God?  
 
2) What does this passage say about fallen humanity and the world we are in?  
 
3) Where does this passage specifically expose sin or unbelief in my own life? How does it specifically call me to change 
my thinking, redirect my affections, replace my behaviors, and trust my Savior?  
 
 
 

 
1) READ Daniel 2:4-5.  Why do you think King Nebuchadnezzar refuses to tell anyone the actual contents of his dream? Do 
you think that his magicians, enchanters, and sorcerers could ever tell him the dream? 

 
LEADER NOTE: Scripture doesn’t always answer all the questions we come with.  And as we come to scenarios like this, our 
curious minds travel in all kinds of directions.  While there is no real theological significance to this answer, it is an 
intriguing journey to take as we surmise about how this situation would have really played out.  Commentators are 
divided when it comes to this answer.  Some suggest that he actually forgot what his dream was, but yet it had left him 
utterly bothered.  Others suggest that he was setting up his help for failure.   
 
As for the magicians and others part of the question, be sure to consider their own words, as they say to their king in 2:11, 
“no one can show it to the king except the gods, whose dwelling is not among flesh.”  They allude to something they don’t 
yet know about.  The apostle John writes an incredible introduction to his gospel narrative, where he draws a parallel 
between the “Word” and “Christ,” telling us that the Word of God has manifested in the Person of Jesus Christ.  At John 
1:14, it is written, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 
from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  It can seem like John was thinking of these magician’s comments, wanting his 
hearers to be sure to understand that the Babylonian gods were all inanimate, and false; all the while telling us that Jesus 
Christ is the one who came in actual flesh, and lived amongst those whom He loved.   
 
Daniel comes back later, in 2:27-28, and tells the king essentially the same thing, except that “there is a God in heaven 
who reveals mysteries.”  Daniel would answer this question saying something to effect of “They could know the dream, but 
they’d only know if Yahweh God revealed it to them.” 

QUICK REVIEW 

SCRIPTURE REVIEW 
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2) READ Daniel 2:17-19.  Daniel didn’t try to find out the dream or its interpretation on his own, in fact the prayers of his 
community became vital to his journey.  Why are the prayers of the communion of saints so vital for the Christian 
journey? 
 
LEADERS NOTE:  It is super interesting to see Daniel’s response to this scenario.  He’s just been told, the he, and all the 
other magicians and wise men would loose their heads if they didn’t come back with the dream. Daniel doesn’t wallow in 
fright, but instead he shares this challenge with his friends “seeking mercy from the God of heaven concerning this 
mystery.” They prayed.  They appealed together to the Lord to reveal the dream.  Look at the middle of 2:18, there’s an 
intriguing phrase that ties their efforts to their purpose – “so that.”  They weren’t wanting to receive the dream to earn 
the favor of the king, but to save the lives of the “rest of the wise men of Babylon.”  Their first instinct was the 
preservation of live of their contemporaries – the ones who actually believed in all the Babylonian gods and lived in all the 
Babylonian ways – essentially, their enemies.   
 
Prayers, not only bring our appeals to the feet of Jesus, they also warm our hearts together for the Lord’s purposes of 
supporting for, and caring for each other, making sure that all needs are met, all concerns are addressed.  Look at how 
these prayers that these four men prayed, and how the Lord saved the lives of all the other wise men!  
 

 READ Luke 12:11-12.  These prayers lead to Daniel’s understanding of the dream and its meaning.  In situations 
that appear uncertain and unclear to us, what confidence do we glean from Luke’s words? 

 
LEADER NOTE:  Luke tells us, as people living in the times that followed the New Testamental period, that God’s people 
will be tested and given trials – but also opportunities to speak boldly in the name of God.  The confidence that Luke then 
offers us is that when those moments happen, that the presence of the Holy Spirit will be with those, and that it will be He 
who will give the words to say!  But a question still must be asked, “how does that work?” Think with your group about 
how the Spirit impresses words and thoughts upon God’s children.   
 
One thing to take note of in that exploration, is that the Spirit is able to use the information that we have already taken in, 
He’s able to help us recall passages from scripture, relevant stories and memories, or the ability to connect the dots of 
what we see in front of us – and likely more!  This is why it is critical to be in a pattern of healthy and robust devotions, to 
be engaged in messages, and uplifting songs – as what we take in, is what the Spirit can use.   
 
 
3) READ Daniel 2:28-30 & 45. Daniel takes no credit for the interpretation, and in v.45 he attributes all the work to “the 
Great God.”  Where have you seen the greatness of God in your life? 
 
LEADER NOTE: Back in 2:17-19, we’re told that Daniel receives the details of the dream and the interpretation.  Take note 
of what he does next.  You might think in your mind, that he immediately runs to the throne room of the king, but he 
doesn’t.  He responds in gratitude to God, in prayer, “Blessed be the name of God forever to whom belong wisdom and 
might.”  He goes directly to the throne room of God, through prayer!  Take a moment at this point in your group, to take 
an introspective look at your own lives, and look for moments where the greatness of God has been evident.  They say 
that hindsight is 20/20 – and that applies here as we look back.  As a leader, you might have to come prepared with a 
moment of your own.  While also, you might have to help your members think about their lives in such a way.  Ask about 
how people have experienced healing after being sick, ask about lives being preserved in accidents, or during a fall where 
things could have been worse.  Once you start conversing about these things – your conversation will flow! Be sure to as 
people share, give credit to the Lord for seeing those things happen!  Consider asking this follow up question to those 
who answer: 
 
ADDITIONAL QUESTION: In that scenario, do you remember how you responded to God? 
 
 
 
 
 



 READ Psalm 79:13. In light of the revealing of this mystery in Daniel, what would the Psalmist’s encourage be for 
us? 
 

LEADER NOTE:  Psalm 79:1 tells us the context of this psalm, that when the Israelites had entered their new land, they had 
fallen into the patterns of sinful living.  They’ve forgotten God once again.  The Psalmist recounts several scenarios of that 
sin, but he pleads with the Lord to be their salvation and deliverance.   Then he closes the same in the verse we looked at, 
acknowledging to the Lord, that as they receive salvation, that they would be sure to tell each coming generation of the 
goodness of God, “from generation to generation” all will hear of the words and works of God.  The encouragement that 
we need to receive from this text, especially as we listen in on the life of Daniel, is that we’re to make sure that our 
upcoming generations also hear the words and works of God as He has been active in our lives.  Do our children know the 
stories? Do our nieces and nephews understand how good God has been to us? Do the children within our church get a 
chance to hear of these words and works? While it’s not just about the children around us, we need to be sure that as 
we’re sharing about the good moments of our lives, that we don’t take credit for the actions, but that we attribute to God 
what is God’s.   
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: This question is typically the highest degree of risk, where your group members are challenged to consider 
now how the theme that you’ve been talking about now hits the road and takes shape in their lives.   
 
READ Daniel 2:46-48. As young boys, Daniel and his friends likely never wished or dreamed of being rulers in Babylon.   
God has all kinds of surprises for us upon our journey on this earth.  How have you been challenged by Daniel’s story so 
far? 
 
LEADER NOTE:  Consider the aspirations of these young men, especially in the context where in Judah that they came 
from.  Patterns of Jewish boys was to follow in the foot steps of their fathers, and to do what it was that they do in life.  If 
dad was a carpenter, the son would become one.  There was an expectancy that this was the regular pattern.  Consider 
also the time frame of spiritual renewal under King Josiah.  Life of the typical Jewish family was completely reinvigorated! 
But still, the hopes and dreams would remain – to keep life going in that obedient direction, in their home land of Judah.  
These boys, wouldn’t ever have thought that they’d go on to be rulers and authorities in a foreign land.  Consider the 
possibility of a Ukrainian boy now, being carted off to the Kremlin in Russia, in order to serve Putin.  That’s the farthest 
idea from that boy’s mind.  Daniel has been challenged, as much as one Jewish boy, could be.  Yet, he remains faithful and 
obedient to the One True King of this life – Yahweh.  Today, we’re left challenged to live in the same obedience to God the 
Father, to stay true to our Christian values.  Talk with your group about how these challenges we face are being met. 
 
 
 
 
 
CLOSE YOUR MEETING: Invite your members into a time of prayer, chatting through your on-going prayer needs, updating 
each other on where things are at! Be sure to in the midst of this, to offer prayers of gratitude & thanksgiving! 
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: This following question is completely optional, and is intended for the participants’ personal reflection. 
 
READ Psalm 31.  Like Daniel, David, this psalmist has had a pretty conflicted life.  Yet, he’s still able to articulate the words 
of v.14, “But I trust in you, O Lord.” As you consider your life, and what you have experienced, are you able to articulate 
the same words? Why or why not?? 

 

TAKING IT HOME  

ONE MORE QUESTION (Optional Personal Reflection Questions) 
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Jim Egli, the small groups pastor at a Vineyard church in Illinois, had a question: What’s the most important part of leading 
a small group? 
 
To answer that question, he completed a Ph.D. degree and did extensive statistical research involving over 3,000 small 
group leaders in more than 200 churches. Obviously, he really wanted to know.  
 
So, what did he find? 
 
He found that the single most important dimension of leading a group is your prayer life –your connection to God as a 
leader. 
 
Egli and his research partner investigated all sorts of aspects of small groups, asking their respondents questions about 
group dynamics, leadership behaviors, and group meetings. But they found that the health and growth of a group are tied 
most closely to the unseen dimension of a group leader’s relationship with God. 
 
The biggest results came from leaders’ answers to these questions: 

 How consistently do you take time for prayer and Bible reading? 

 Are you praying daily for your non-Christian friends to come to know Jesus? 

 How many days in the past week did you pray for your small group members? 

 Do you pray for your group meetings in the days leading up to it? 

 How much time on average do you spend in daily prayer and Bible reading? 
 
Those leaders with a strong relationship with God –as indicated by their answers to these questions –led small groups 
which experienced a deeper level of care between members and had a clearer sense of mission beyond the group. They 
also raised up more leaders and generated more new groups. And the greatest difference was in evangelistic impact --
such leaders’ groups were four times likelier to see people brought to Christ through the influence of the group than 
groups led by leaders with a weaker prayer life.  
 
You may think you may need to spend more time preparing for your small group discussion or touching base with your 
members outside group or organizing social activities or service projects. And that may be true.  
 
But don’t neglect your prayer life. Your relationship with God will have more impact on your group than anything else you 
do. 
 
To learn more, check out:  
http://www.smallgroups.com/articles/2010/small-group-leaders-most-important-job.html?paging=off    
 
Some Things to Consider: 

 What are your answers to the five questions above? 

LIFE GROUP LEADERS TRAINING 
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 What has been your biggest impediment to spending time with God on a consistent basis? How could you (or how 
have you) overcome it? 

 What are one or two practical things you can start doing to improve your prayer life? 

 What advice would you give to a new Christian who is just beginning to develop a prayer life? 
 
 

LIFE GROUP TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER 
 
Prayer is an important part of being in a Life Group, but it can also be intimidating. We find that group prayer goes better 
when we follow four simple guidelines: 
 
ALWAYS TAKE THE TIME TO PRAY TOGETHER: It is vital to the health of your group and to spiritual growth 
 
WE PRAY FORONE TOPIC AT A TIME: Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request either before prayer begins 
or during prayer time. Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it’s covered, the group 
moves to the next topic.  
 
PRAY MORE THAN ONCE: Because the group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is encouraged to pray several 
times during prayer for topics they feel most led to pray about.  
 
NO ONE IS REQUIRED TO PRAY: There is no expectation that you personally pray out loud in groups if you’d rather not. 
 
KEEP OUR PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE: Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the 
point. When someone prays for a long time, it’s hard for members to stay focused and it tends to intimidate those who 
may just be learning to pray out loud in a group setting. Remember, no one is required to pray. 
 
CONSIDER A FEW DIFFERENT TECHNIQUES: If you find that praying in a group of 12-15 is too large, consider some of the 
techniques we discussed in training -in the same way you could have two or three separate groups talking about 
questions and then coming together, you can utilize the same tool in prayer. Pray in groups of 4-5 and then bring it 
together. Also, consider praying as groups of men and women. You'd be surprised at how different the prayers are when 
you do that. It might even inspire a little more honesty. 
 
KEEP IT ‘PERSONAL’: As much as possible, encourage members to pray for more immediate concerns. Things like 'poverty 
in Africa' is no laughing matter, but consider prayers that apply more directly to your group. Again, this will help fulfill our 
mission of 'cultivating meaningful relationships' even as we lift up one another in prayer. Another benefit is that it will also 
help against ‘gossip prayers.’ 
 
 
 
 


