
  

 

READ Psalm 22.  In verse 28, David the Psalmist recognizes that God is also Lord over 
kings and nations—more than just Israel.  How do you think David felt about seeing the 
many nations around Israel be so distant from God? What do you think David’s prayer 
would be for our nation and leaders? 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christ’s Call for us in our lives is to engage with Him regularly through prayer and read-
ing scripture.  The READ SCRIPTURE app has a reading plan to take you through the bible 
in a year.  Here is this weeks plan: 
 

November 14: Ephesians 1-2 | Psalm 8 
November 15: Ephesians 3-4 | Psalm 9 
November 16: Ephesians 5-6 | Psalm 10 
November 17: Philippians 1-2 | Psalm 11 
November 18: Philippians 3-4 | Psalm 12 
November 19: Colossians 1-2 | Psalm 13 
November 20: Colossians 3-4 | Psalm 14  
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ADDITIONAL SELF STUDY  (Optional Personal Reflection Questions) 

MY WEEKLY PRAYER PAGE (Personal & Group Prayer Requests) 

LIFE GROUP TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER 
Prayer is an important part of any small group meeting, but it can also be intimidating. We find 

that group prayer goes best when we follow some simple guidelines: 

PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME—Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request. Once 
the topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it’s covered, the group 

moves to the next topic. Since the group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is encour-
aged to pray several times during prayer for topics they feel most led to pray about.  

NO ONE IS REQUIRED TO PRAY—There is no expectation that you personally pray out loud in 
groups if you’d rather not. 

KEEP PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE—Group prayer goes better when members keep prayers short 
and to the point. When someone prays for a long time, it’s hard for members to stay focused and 

it may intimidate those who are just learning to pray out loud in a group setting.  
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WEEKLY BIBLE READING PLAN 

  

 

SERMON SERIES: “ROMANS” Pastor Marcel deRegt 
MESSAGE TITLE: “Submission to Governing Authorities” Gateway Community CRC 
BIBLE TEXT: Romans 13:1-7 November 14, 2021 

“Submission To Governing Authorities” 

 

1.   ___________ interprets ________________ 
Daniel 2:21, Daniel 4:30, John 19:10 

2.   The authorities that exist have been ________________ by God! 

3.   Let everyone be _____________ to the governing _________________ 
Philippians 3:20 

4.   God’s ___________ always trumps human __________ 

5.   “We must obey ________ rather than ________ beings.” 

6.   To be in civil disobedience that falls in line with God’s Word, I will… 

 Always _____________! 

 Always _____________! 

 Always _____________! 

 Always _____________! 
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 LIFE GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 
Life Groups Week 8 [November 14 - November 20, 2021] 

Would you rather: 
  the ability to be invisible or to fly? 
  be the funniest or smartest person in the room? 
  be a superhero or worlds best chef? 
  live where it snows all the time or is hot all the time? 
  be slightly late or super early? 
  be able to see 10 minutes or 10 years into the future? 
  have a personal maid or personal chef? 
 

1) Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything 
that particularly caught your attention, challenged, or confused you?    
 
 
2) How did it hit you when Pastor Marcel said “Why would we submit to the 
government when we already struggle with submitting to the will and authority 
of God – seriously, we don’t even like it when God tells us what to do, let alone 
our government”? 
 
 
 
 

READ Romans 13:1-7 
1) GOD - What does this passage say about the character of God?  
 
 
 
2) THE WORLD - What does this passage say about fallen humanity?  
 
 
 
3) ME - Where does this passage specifically expose sin or unbelief in my own 
life? How does it specifically call me to change my thinking, redirect my 
affections, replace my behaviours, and trust my Saviour?  

GATEWAY COMMUNITY CRC 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU  

QUICK REVIEW 

GOD’S STORY—TRIADS 
The goal of Life Group Bible study is to engage with the Bible text primarily and treat the sermon 
as supplemental. 
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1) READ Romans 13:1, Titus 3:1-3. It is because of our sinful nature that human 
society needs governance.  What does it mean for us to then be “subject” and 
“submissive” to it? 
 
 
 
 In Romans 13:4, Paul writes that those who are in governing authority 

serve as God’s servants, “diakonos” in Greek.  It’s the same word that 
deacon comes from.  How might that alter your perspective of government? 

 
 
 
 
2) READ Romans 13:2. The Message translation of Romans 13:2 puts it this way: 
”Decent citizens should have nothing to fear.” How does that strike you? 
 
 
 
 READ Titus 2:6-8. What is Paul advising Titus to consider as he works with 

early church leaders?  What does this mean for you today? 
 
 
 
 
3) READ Romans 13:6-7, Matthew 22:15-22. Paul lists four ways our actions 
need to reflect our faith.  How does Jesus’ teaching on paying taxes help us 
understand what Paul is saying? 
 
 
 
 Where does “respect” and “honor” fit into this discussion?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
READ Judges 2:11-15. The book of Judges emphasizes that Israel was to lean 
fully upon God, and not upon themselves in a time frame where they longed for 
a king to lead them.  However, they abandoned the Lord, the one True King in 
their lives.  Have we ever been guilty of the same? 
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DIGGING DEEPER 

TAKING IT HOME 
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