
 

 
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTES: 
 
THIS WEEK: 
ð FEEDBACK FORMS: 

• This Sunday morning - look for, and take your FEEDBACK FORM PACKETS at 
the welcome center.  Have them filled out over your last two meetings, 
through week 8 & 9.  Once they are filled out, bring them back to the church 
on a Sunday morning, leaving them at the same location, sealed in the 
provided envelopes. 

ð PREPARATION FOR THIS WEEK: 
• Work through the questions on your own time first, doing your best to discern 

what questions will work best with your group.   
• Listen to the Audio Guide/Podcast for more discussion suggestions & thoughts 

 
LEADER ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
ð PICTURES! 

• We love seeing your group meeting, in service, and socially hanging out.  Post 
your pictures to Instagram or Facebook with the hashtag #gatewaylifegroups, 
or email/text them to pastor Adam, 

ð SERVE PROJECTS 
• Have you booked your service project for your group yet? If not, check out the 

selection of projects here -> gatewaycrc.org/lifegroups/serve  
ð SOCIAL NIGHT? 

• Have you booked a time with your group to simply hang out? Play some 
games, share a dinner together? We encourage our groups to take advantage 
of this opportunity and spend valuable time together like this! 

ð ATTENDANCE: 
• Keep recording your attendance – do so through the email that is sent to you 

at the time of your meeting. 
• If for some reason your group does not meet, in the group events area, select 

off “cancel” on the event.  It mostly lets me know that you’ve not met, and 
that I should not be expecting attendance numbers. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: Even as we get into the last few weeks of this semester of Life Groups, 
be sure to start your meetings with a light hearted approach, in order to get all voices 
heard and included.     
 
Would you rather: 
  the ability to be invisible or to fly? 
  be the funniest or smartest person in the room? 
  be a superhero or worlds best chef? 
  live where it snows all the time or is hot all the time? 
  be slightly late or super early? 
  be able to see 10 minutes or 10 years into the future? 
  have a personal maid or personal chef?  
 
LEADER NOTE: This list is a short list of “would you rather” questions.  Feel free to add 
your own on the spot.   
 
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: These are two questions that have your group reflecting upon last 
Sunday’s message. 
 
1) Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything that 
particularly caught your attention, challenged, or confused you?    
LEADER NOTE: Be sure that you are leading by example, refer to your own notes and 
thoughts that you have collected.  Help your members see the value in taking notes! 
 
 
 
 
2) How did it hit you when Pastor Marcel said “Why would we submit to the 
government when we already struggle with submitting to the will and authority of God 
– seriously, we don’t even like it when God tells us what to do, let alone our 
government”? 
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LEADER NOTE: These are three questions that we ask each week and have us look at 
each passage we study through the same lens.    
 
READ Romans 13:1-7 
1) GOD - What does this passage say about the character of God?  
 
2) THE WORLD - What does this passage say about fallen humanity?  
 
3) ME - Where does this passage specifically expose sin or unbelief in my own life? How 
does it specifically call me to change my thinking, redirect my affections, replace my 
behaviors, and trust my Savior?  
LEADER NOTE: When we study the same book for an extended period, the answers to 
the questions can end up feeling repetitive, sometimes not.   If your group is finding 
them to be repetitive, feel free to approach this section a little differently.  Rather than 
asking the three questions, consider this question after the reading of the text: 
 
REPHRASED QUESTION: 

• What phrase or theme stands out to you about this text? Why? 
 
 
 

 
1) READ Romans 13:1, Titus 3:1-3. It is because of our sinful nature that human society 
needs governance.  What does it mean for us to then be “subject” and “submissive” to 
it? 
 
LEADERS NOTE: To submit to, or be submissive to, authority means that you recognize 
and affirm the authority that has been placed above you.  Whether the authority is 
parental, civil, workplace, or institutional, we understand that without any leadership, 
direction, or even guided organization, chaos ensues.  It’s the core of our depravity, 
that we think innately that we are in the right, and that our way is the best way.  
However, God has commanded us to submit ourselves to the authorities that He has 
placed, in order to guide, nurture, and protect the whole picture – the whole family, 
the whole student body, the whole province, and nation.  To then submit to these 
authorities is to recognize that we might not have all the answers ourselves, and that 
we need to set aside our own agendas for the great good.  While also, there’s another 
element here where these words mean that we just don’t passively do everything that 
is outlined and instructed of us.  To be subject to, and submissive to, also suggests that 
we think critically of our actions and what has been tasked of us, to be wise with our 
actions, and to be sure, like Pastor Marcel indicated, that Gods’ word always trumps 
written Law. 

• In Romans 13:4, Paul writes that those who are in governing authority serve 
as God’s servants, “diakonos” in Greek.  It’s the same word that deacon comes 
from.  How might that alter your perspective of government? 

 
LEADERS NOTE:  The CRCNA service installation form of Deacons, says that “Deacons 
serve by showing mercy to the church and to all people … Deacons are therefore called 
to assess needs, promote stewardship and hospitality, collect and disburse resources 
for benevolence, and develop programs of assistance. They are also called to speak 
words of Christian encouragement. Thus in word as well as deed they demonstrate the 
care of the Lord himself.” The core element of the Deacons role is that of overseeing 
the mercy ministries of the church.  Paul here uses the same term to describe the 
function of those in governing authority, suggesting that those who are in such 
positions need to keep the health and well-being of the people they lead at the center 
of their actions and decisions making.   
 
DISCUSSION NOTE:  Be careful that your group doesn’t take the opportunity here to 
evaluate or criticise any particular authorities. Take the time now to recognize the 
positions we all have in our families, at our workplaces, in our schools, and also at the 
church, and see how we can grow in our leadership skills, paying attention to the 
people that God has placed within our care! 
 
 
 
 
 
2) READ Romans 13:2. The Message translation of Romans 13:2 puts it this way: 
“Decent citizens should have nothing to fear.” How does that strike you? 
 
LEADER NOTE: Eugene Peterson in his translation of this text tells us that people who 
are striving to live good and productive lives, should have nothing to hide or be 
concerned about.  Suggesting that Christians should be really the best citizens a country 
could have, that in our faith, we receive the challenge to lay down our own rights and 
desires, and focus on the others in our lives and their well-being.  Being that “best 
citizen” starts with being a great follower of God!  This verse does also have us begin 
to consider where we can defy the authorities that have been put in place ahead of us.  
There are three areas where a Christian can, and should, resist authority: when we are 
(1) asked to violate a commandment of God, (2) asked to do an immoral act, (3) asked 
to go against Christian conscience in order to obey the authority.   
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• READ Titus 2:6-8. What is Paul advising Titus to consider as he works with early 
church leaders?  What does this mean for you today? 

 
LEADER NOTE: Paul was writing to Titus was about to travel to Crete, a place that was 
known for its depth of sin and corruption, and once there, he was tasked with restoring 
order and guidance within the church.  He was to go there, and call to order those in 
authority, to remind them of who they are serving – both the Lord, and the people in 
their care.  Paul then give Titus some background teaching to support him in this 
endeavor.  What stands out in these few verses is Paul’s commendation to Titus to be 
a “model of good works.”  Paul is suggesting to Titus that he go to Crete, and model 
what a follower of God really looks like in those leadership positions.  So to are modern 
Christians to be “models of good works” to be the ideal citizens that our schools, 
communities, and all levels of governments can rely upon for support and service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3) READ Romans 13:6-7, Matthew 22:15-22. Paul lists four ways our actions need to 
reflect our faith.  How does Jesus’ teaching on paying taxes help us understand what 
Paul is saying? 
 
LEADER NOTE: As Paul is writing to the Romans, he very well likely is considering what 
Jesus had said in Matthew to the Jewish leaders who were trying to trap Him.  As Jesus 
tells His audience there, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and 
to God the things that are God’s,” Jesus tells us that our lives are not just about taxes 
that we are to pay, they are about so much more.  You can almost hear in the 
background of Christ’s voice there, the words from Genesis 1:26, “So God created man 
in His own image, in the image of God He created them.  Male and female He created 
them.”  Our lives, as image bearers of God are to give back to Him what is already His 
– and as God pointed out so early on, we are His!  Consider also the first few words of 
Romans 12 in this context, “present your bodies [your images of God] as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God.”  We are the ‘taxes’ we need to give back to God, 
for the purposes of His kingdom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Where does “respect” and “honor” fit into this discussion? 
 
LEADER NOTE: Jesus reminds us that while yes, our money may easily be earned and 
taken away, our lives are so much more!  Paul goes on to tell us that it’s also about 
respect, and honor.  This means so much more when you remember the words that we 
just looked at in the previous leaders note, the we’re the taxes to give back to God.  
When you consider that we see that everything is the Lords – from all of creation, to 
our lives, and to the things and many we have – Psalm 24 opens saying, “The earth is 
the Lords, and everything in it, the world and all who live in it” – we see that there’s not 
much that we can actually give to the Lords that isn’t already us.  As Paul then 
commands us, respecting and honor the authorities placed upon us is a great place to 
start to show the Lord our respect and honor for Him.  This also translates into our 
every day relationships, that as we show each other respect and honor, we show each 
other who we really belong to!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: This question is typically the highest degree of risk, where your group 
members are challenged to consider now how the theme that you’ve been talking 
about now hits the road and takes shape in their lives.   
 
READ Judges 2:11-15. The book of Judges emphasizes that Israel was to lean fully upon 
God, and not upon themselves in a time frame where they longed for a king to lead 
them.  However, they abandoned the Lord, the one True King in their lives.  Have we 
ever been guilty of the same? 
 
LEADER NOTE: For your own preparation, read a few verses past Judges 2:15 here.  You 
see then that the Lord raises up Judges, or leaders, to lead the Nation of Israel back to 
God’s hand.  However, as you may be familiar with the whole book, the appointed 
judges all vary in their ability to do this, and we hear the repeated chorus, “Then the 
Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord.”  So even in places where there is inspired 
leadership, citizens maintain their depravity.  In modern times, we need to be keenly 
aware of where we are called to be, followers of our governing officials and leaders – 
second; followers of God first.  Israel lost sight of both, and look where that left them.  
They eventually got their king, but that didn’t work.  They eventually split as a nation, 
and that didn’t solve any of their problems.  They simply kept running away from who 
God called them to be – His own children.  
 

TAKING IT HOME 



CLOSE YOUR MEETING: Invite your members into a time of prayer, chatting through 
your on-going prayer needs, updating each other on where things are at! Be sure to in 
the midst of this, to offer prayers of gratitude & thanksgiving! 
 

 
LEADER NOTE: As you know, these questions are completely optional for participants’ 
personal reflection. 
 
READ Psalm 22.  In verse 28, David the Psalmist recognizes that God is also Lord over 
kings and nations—more than just Israel.  How do you think David felt about seeing the 
many nations around Israel be so distant from God? What do you think David’s prayer 
would be for our nation and leaders? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADDITIONAL SELF STUDY (Optional Personal Reflection Questions) 

SERMON SERIES: “ROMANS”     Pastor Marcel deRegt 
MESSAGE TITLE: “Submission To Governing Authorities”  Gateway Community CRC 
BIBLE TEXT: Romans 13:1-7     November 14, 2021 

 
 “Submission To Governing Authorities” 

  
1.   ____SCRIPTURE_______ interprets ____SCRIPTURE______ 
Daniel 2:21, Daniel 4:30, John 19:10 

2.   The authorities that exist have been ____ESTABLISHED_ by God! 

3.   Let everyone be ___SUBJECT__ to the governing _____AUTHORITIES____ 
Philippians 3:20 

4.   God’s __WORD____ always trumps human ___LAW_______ 

5.   “We must obey _GOD__ rather than __HUMAN___ beings.” 

6.   To be in civil disobedience that falls in line with God’s Word, I will… 

• Always ___BACK IT UP__________! 

• Always ___SEEK__________! 

• Always ___CONSIDER__________! 

• Always ___ASK__________! 
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