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Consider buying “Exodus For You” and join us in 
reading it throughout this series. Find our reading 

plan on page 6.  
 

Find it on Amazon.ca, or Chapters.ca. 
 

Or contact House of James to order it in. 

Optional Reading 



 
 
Dear Gateway, 
 
I am very excited to walk through the book of Exodus (Part 1) with you for the next 15 weeks. A lot of planning and prepara-
tion have gone into this series and I entrust this resource to you to help you in your own weekly learning and discipleship. 
 
I am sure you have questions about this book including, ‘With everything going on in our world, why are we doing a series on 
Exodus?’ Why not a series on parenting, or marriage, or the Fruit of the Spirit, or some other relevant topic for our time? I am 
glad you asked! Here’s why—while the aforementioned topics would be a very worthwhile study, the book of Exodus is pri-
marily and ultimately about God, and a right understanding of who God is affects every area of our lives that we can imagine! 
Think about it this way—it is actually a paltry understanding of God that leads to so many of the ills of our heart, our broken 
relationships with one another, and the pain we experience in our own lives. Only a right understanding of who God is can 
rightly align our lives in such a way that it leads to flourishing in our own lives—in our marriages, parenting, relationships, 
work, leisure, rest, and play! 
 
Not only that, as your pastor I want to help you reignite your passion for scripture, especially the Old Testament! It is one of 
the reasons why I have chosen the books “Revelation” and “Exodus” back-to-back. Both books are paramount to our under-
standing of our faith. As I shared with you already, Revelation is a very misunderstood book today precisely because many 
Christians today don’t know their Old Testament. Allow me to share a story with you that, I think, helps articulate why the Old 
Testament (in general) and the book of Exodus (in particular) are so important for Christians to understand: 
 
About 45 years ago R. C. Sproul’s living room was filled with a bunch of college and seminary students while Alec Motyer, a 
British Old Testament scholar was visiting. One seminarian asked Motyer, “Tell me about the connection between the Old and 
New Testaments.” Motyer’s response was this: 
 

Think about it. Think of what an Israelite would say on the way to Canaan after passing through the Red Sea. If you asked an 
Israelite, “Who are you?” he might reply, “I was in a foreign land under the sentence of death and in bondage, but I took shelter 

under the blood of the lamb. And our mediator led us out, and we crossed over. Now we’re on our way to the Promised Land, 
though we’re not there yet. But he has given us his law to make us a community, and he has given us a tabernacle because we 

must live by grace and forgiveness. And he is present in our midst, and he will stay with us until we arrive home! 
 
When you think about it, that response is exactly what a Christian says, almost word for word. Our faith, as Christians, stands 
on the shoulders of the experiences of the people of Israel in the Old Testament. Christianity, of course, is the fulfillment of 
Judaism, not the rejection of it. This is our story! So, what might change in our life if we actually believed, in our gut, that God 
sees us, hears us, and that he keeps his promises? How might we mine the Word of God for his promises? How might we cling 
to them as our lives are dry and weary, or as the storms of life threaten to tear us down? What sort of confidence would we 
gain if we knew, in our heads and our hearts, that God’s Word is true, and that the Promised Land is ours? Gateway, both the 
presence of God and the promises of God are true! Did you know that the Hebrews believed there are four levels of hearing, 
knowing, and believing something? Consider: 
 
1. You can just HEAR something, but not understand. I could say to you, “Shema Israel, Adonai Eloheinu, Adonai Echad.” Un-

less you know Hebrew, how would you know that I just recited for you Deuteronomy 6: “Hear, O Israel, The Lord is our 
God. The Lord alone.”  

2. You can both hear and UNDERSTAND, but not be moved. Many have read Deuteronomy 6 and remained unaffected and 
unchanged.  

3. You can hear, and understand, and BE MOVED, but it doesn’t TRANFORM your life in such a way that it compels you to 
follow. This is especially challenging for Christians.  

4. So, my personal prayer for you during this series is that you would not only hear the Word of God, understand the Word 
of God, and be moved by it, but that you would be TRANSFORMED and compelled to live by it! 

ָרֵאל: ַמע, יִשְׁ ְׁהוָה ֶאָחד.   שְׁ ְׁהוָה ֱאֹלֵהינּו, י י  
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USING this EXODUS GUIDE 
A Letter From Pastor Justin 



In this opening section I will walk you through the biblical and historical context which will 
give you a solid foundation to understand more fully the images that are used in this book.  
Later, you can read my book outline, description of the 10 plagues, major themes of the 
book and attributes of God, and even some book recommendations. But first, lets review… 
 
THE BACKDROP OF EXODUS 
The book of Exodus is the second of five books called the “Pentateuch” which means “book 
of five.” So these five books function as a singular narrative that helps us rightly understand 
who God is, who we are in relationship to Him, and to prove just how far God will go to save 
us from ourselves.  So, what that means is this—to properly understand what the book of 
Exodus is seeking to convey you need to know the book of Genesis... 
 
Before Exodus: A Summary of Genesis 
The first book of the Bible, Genesis, begins saying, “In the beginning God created the heav-
ens and the earth…” [Genesis 1:1]. Everything He made—from land to sea, light to darkness, 
vegetation to animals—He called “good.” Only when God created man and woman did He 
deem creation “very good” and complete [Genesis 1:31]. Adam and Eve lived in the Garden 
of Eden and had dominion over creation. But it didn’t take long for the peace of Eden to 
shatter. 
 
Sin entered the world and changed everything. Adam and Eve became separated from God, 
banished from His presence. Nothing would be the same. But even as God banished them 
from the garden, He clothed them from their nakedness and made a promise that a Savior 
would come who would crush the head of the serpent [Genesis 3:15]. 
 
As humankind multiplied, they filled the earth and corrupted it. God brought His judgment 
upon earth, wiping out humankind with a flood and using the family of Noah to start anew. 
The Lord had a plan of redemption, and He would carry it out. 
 
Generations passed, and the father of a future people, Abraham, was born. Abraham 
settled in Haran, where he received a promise from God. The promise was this: God would 
make Abraham and his offspring into a great nation, and they would one day dwell in the 
Promised Land. Abraham then moved his family to Canaan.  
 
Years passed, and Abraham had a son, Isaac, and Isaac had a son, named Jacob. Now Jacob 
had 12 sons, but the youngest, Joseph, was his favorite. Joseph's brothers, in their jealousy, 
sold Joseph into slavery. But the Lord gave Joseph favor with the pharaoh of Egypt, and Jo-
seph rose to power in the royal palace. And when famine ravaged the land of Canaan, Jo-
seph’s family came to Egypt, seeking food and provisions, and Joseph forgave his brothers. 
 
So the house of Jacob remained in Egypt, and Joseph lived 110 years. But before he 
breathed his last, Joseph reminded the people of God’s promise to draw them out of Egypt 
and into the Promised Land… 
 
Exodus  (Part 1): God Delivers His People 
As the book of Genesis ends, Exodus begins with the Hebrew equivalent of the word 
“And…” From one story [Genesis] to the next [Exodus], they read as two parts of a grander 
whole.   
 
More than 400 years pass from the time God made His promise to Abraham, and the Israel-
ites still had not seen its fulfillment. Instead, they lived as foreigners in the land of Egypt. 
The Egyptians feared that the Israelites would grow into a mighty nation and overtake 
them, so the pharaoh of Egypt forced them to work as slaves. Day after day, the Israelites 
worked in the heat of the sun and sand, the taskmasters whipping their backs, sweat sting-
ing their wounds. But the nation of Israel continued to grow. 
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USING this EXODUS GUIDE 
A Letter From Pastor Justin, continued 

One day, Pharaoh sent out a terrible decree: Every son born to the Israelites would be thrown into the Nile River. But a Levite 
couple defied this order. When they could no longer hide their baby boy, the mother placed him in a basket and into the river, 
trusting God’s will for his life… 
 
And God did have a plan for the child. Pharaoh’s daughter found the basket, caught in the reeds beside the river. She took pity 
on the crying baby and decided to take him in as her own child. She named him "Moses" because he was drawn out of the 
water. [There is also a super cool Egyptian story connected to this which we will unpack in our series.] 
 
The years went by, and Moses grew into a man within the walls of the palace—a Hebrew, but within an elite Egyptian family, 
education, and tradition, likely growing up in the Egyptian temple. But when he saw the suffering of his people, anger burned 
within him. After he witnessed an Egyptian beating an Israelite, Moses killed the man and fled Egypt to hide in the desert.  
 
However, he could not escape the path God had for him. One day, he came upon a bush, consumed by flames but not burned 
to ash. Then the voice of God called out to Moses. God told Moses that He saw the persecution of His people and heard their 
cries. He promised to deliver them from slavery, and He commanded Moses to go before Pharaoh, the very man Moses had 
escaped from. Moses was terrified to return. But God sent Moses’ brother, Aaron, to go with him, and they obeyed.  
 
When Moses arrived back in Egypt, Pharaoh would not listen. God had hardened his heart, and the king of Egypt would not be 
moved by signs and wonders. Even when Aaron’s staff transformed into a snake, slithering on the sand, Pharaoh refused to 
believe. So the God of the Israelites brought down plagues upon Egypt. The water of the Nile turned to blood. Frogs, gnats and 
flies swarmed over every inch of land, and locusts consumed the fields. Darkness descended, blotting out the sun for days. 
Nine plagues in all, but Pharaoh’s heart remained hard as stone.  
 
To prepare for the tenth and final plague, Moses had the Israelites mark their doors with the blood of a spotless lamb. That 
night, the Passover, the angel of death passed through the kingdom, killing the firstborn child of every Egyptian household that 
did not bear the mark. Not even the child of Pharaoh was spared. 
 
With that, Pharaoh told Moses and Aaron to take the Israelites and go. They were free. At least a million men, women and 
children journeyed out toward the Promised Land. By night, a pillar of fire led the people, and by daylight, a pillar of cloud. This 
was the Spirit of the Lord, who did not leave the people.  
 
Then God warned Moses: Pharaoh and the Egyptian army were coming to recapture the Israelites.  
 
When the Israelites came to the Red Sea, they cried out in fear. Certain death awaited them on either side—the sea ahead or 
the chariots of the Egyptian army behind. But Moses lifted his staff to the sky, and the waters parted. The Israelites passed 
through the towering waves that stood like walls on each side of them, but the Egyptians—they were swallowed by the sea. 
God had indeed drawn His people out of bondage, out of darkness, and He would dwell with them soon.  
 
The story of Israel is also the story of us today; we are God’s people. He draws us out of our sin, our Egypt, and draws us into 
His presence, into relationship with Him! 
 
I look forward to exploring this amazing book with you in the coming weeks!  
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Justin 
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DAYS OF  

WEEK 
BIBLE READING OF 

THE WEEK 

OPTIONAL BOOK  
READING OF  

“EXODUS FOR YOU” 

SUNDAY  
SERMON TEXT 

SUNDAY  
SERMON TITLE 

Pre-Series  Genesis 45-50 Buy “Exodus For You”   

Week 1 May 23-29 
Watch: Bible Project 

Overview of Exodus 

Chapter 1  
“A People and a Land” 

Exodus 1 
 “The Story Behind the 

Story” 

Week 2 May 30-June 5 Exodus 1 
Chapter 2  

“What’s in a Name?” 
Exodus 1  “Days of Darkness” 

Week 3 June 6-12 Exodus 2 
Chapter 3  

“When Life gets Harder, Not 
Better” 

Exodus 2 “Drawn Out” 

Week 4 June 13-19 Exodus 3 
Chapter 4  

“God vs Pharaoh” 
Exodus 2 “Sojourner” 

Week 5 June 20-26 Exodus 4 
Chapter 5  

“Liberated for Service” 
Exodus 2 “God Sees and Knows” 

Week 6 June 27-July 3 Exodus 5 
Chapter 6  

“To the Eastern Shore” 
Exodus 3 “I AM” 

Week 7 July 4-10 Exodus 6 
Chapter 7  

“Grumbling or Gratitude” 
Exodus 4 “God is Able” 

Week 8 July 11-17 Exodus 7 
 Chapter 8  

“Father-in-Law: Mission and 
Wisdom” 

Exodus 5 “Wrung Out” 

Week 9 July 18-24 Exodus 8 
Chapter 9  

“Meeting at the Mountain of 
God” 

Exodus 6 “Broken Spirit” 

Week 10 July 25-31 Exodus 9 
Chapter 10  

“The Law of God and Life in 
Christ” 

Exodus 6 “Unjust Men, Just God” 

Series 
break 

Aug 1-Aug 7 Exodus 10 
Chapter 11  

“Finding our Way Home” 
Guest  

Preacher 
 

Week 11 Aug 8-14 Exodus 11 
Chapter 12  

“The Priestly Wardrobe” 
Exodus 7-8 “The Plagues, Part 1” 

Series 
break 

Aug 15-21 Exodus 12 
Chapter 13  

“The Golden Calf and the God 
of Mercy” 

Guest  
Preacher 

 

Week 12 Aug 22-28 Exodus 13 
Chapter 14  

“Show Me Your Glory” 
Exodus 9-11 “The Plagues, Part 2” 

Week 13 Aug 29-Sept 4 Exodus 14 
Chapter 15  

“A Taste of God’s Glory” 
Exodus 12-14 

“Delivered Out of Dark-
ness” 

Week 14 Sept 5-11 Exodus 15  Exodus 15 “From Bitter to Sweet” 

EXODUS SERIES STUDY SCHEDULE 
A Quick Glance at this Series 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jH_aojNJM3E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jH_aojNJM3E


OUTLINE & OVERVIEW OF EXODUS 
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Who wrote it? 
As with Genesis, early Jewish traditions name Moses as the 
most likely and best qualified person to have authored Exo-
dus. Jesus Himself introduced a quote from Exodus 
20:12 and 21:17 with the words, “For Moses said” (Mark 
7:10), confirming His own understanding of the book’s au-
thor.  
 
Who was it written to? 
Primarily to the people of Israel. In the New Testament, the 
apostle Paul affirms that all Christians are “the Israel of God” 
Galatians 6:16. 
 
Why was it written? 
In Exodus we witness God beginning to fulfill His promises to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Though the children of Israel 
were enslaved in a foreign land, God miraculously and dra-
matically delivered them to freedom. The ten plagues, the 
Passover, the parting of the Red Sea, the fearsome majesty 
of God’s presence at Mount Sinai, the giving of the Ten Com-
mandments, the building of the tabernacle—all of these 
events from Exodus are foundational to our faith. And they 
provide crucial background context to help future readers of 
Scripture understand the entire Bible’s message of redemp-
tion. The frequency of references to Exodus by various bibli-
cal writers, and even Jesus’s own words, testify to its im-
portance.  
 
What is the central theme? 
God delivers His people from slavery into His presence.  
 
 

What is the outline? 
Exodus 1-18—Deliverance from slavery 
 Moses as Leader (1-6): God establishes His leadership 

through Moses. 
 Ten Plagues (7-11): God shows his power over all others. 
 Passover (12-18): God makes the distinction between His 

people, those He singled out, and all others. 
 
Exodus 19-40 —Deliverance into presence 
 Sinai (19-24): Here God is meeting with His people. He 

also gives the law: not to restrict His people, but to give 
them the life He meant for people. Not restrictions, but 
blessings. 

 Tabernacle (25-31, 35-40): Numerous types for Christ. 
 Golden Calf (32-34): God’s people threaten their own re-

lationship with God, but just like Pharaoh’s threat, God 
overcomes it, and continues His relationship with His peo-
ple. 

 
What are the key ideas? 
1. In Christ, God delivers his people from slavery to sin into 

fellowship with him.  
2. We can trust in God’s saving power to deliver us from 

sin’s grip and into His grip.  
3. God shows his power over all others. 
4. God gives us the law: not to restrict His people, but to 

give them the life He meant for people. Not restrictions, 
but blessings. 

 
What are the key passages? 
Exodus 3:14, 12:21-30, 14:26-31, 19:5-6, 20:1-7, 29:44-46 



 

She named  
him Moses,  

“BECAUSE,” 
She said, 

“I DREW HIM 
OUT OF THE 

WATER.” 
Exodus 2:10 



THE TEN PLAGUES 
A Quick Overview 

The Ten Plagues of Egypt were acts of divine justice by God against the oppressors of His people. They demonstrated the  
power of the one, true God and exposed the gods that the Egyptians worshiped as false.  

 
Each plague corresponded to particular Egyptian gods and served to prove—both to the Egyptians and the Israelites—who the 

true Sovereign Ruler was. 
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PLAGUE 
Water turned into blood 
 
EGYPTIAN GODS 
Apis, Isis, Khnum and Osiris, gods of the Nile 
 
EFFECT 
It killed all the fish and made the water unusable, devastating the economy 

PLAGUE 
Frogs 
 
EGYPTIAN GOD 
Heqet, the frog goddess 
 
EFFECT 
Frogs invaded all the homes and later died. The Egyptians believed frogs to be 
sacred.  

PLAGUE 
Gnats 
 
EGYPTIAN GOD 
Set, god of the desert 
 
EFFECT 
The dust of the desert turned to gnats and swarmed over everything—the first 
plague that the  Egyptian sorcerers couldn’t duplicate.  

PLAGUE 
Flies 
 
EGYPTIAN GOD 
Uatchit, the fly god 
 
EFFECT 
Flies swarmed the Egyptians — the first plague that didn’t also affect the Israelites.   



PLAGUE 
Diseased Livestock 

 
EGYPTIAN GODS 

Hathor, and Apis, cattle gods 
 

EFFECT 
The Egyptian cattle died, devastating the economy further. 

PLAGUE 
Hail 

 
EGYPTIAN GODS 

Nut, the sky goddess, Osiris, the crop fertility god, and Set, the storm god.  
 

EFFECT 
Hail and fire ruined the Egyptians’ land.   

PLAGUE 
Boils 

 
EGYPTIAN GODS 

Sekhmet, Sunu and Isis, gods over health and disease 
 

EFFECT 
Boils covered the bodies of the Egyptians and kept the sorcerers away from the 

royal court.  
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PLAGUE 
Locusts 
 
EGYPTIAN GODS 
Nut, Osiris, and Set 
 
EFFECT 
The locusts devoured the Egyptians crops, preventing a harvest for that year.   

PLAGUE 
Darkness 
 
EGYPTIAN GOD 
Ra, god of the sun, also symbolic of Pharaoh himself. [If Pharaoh says day is night 
it will be written]  
 
EFFECT 
Darkness covered Egypt for three days, but the Israelite homes still had light. 

PLAGUE 
Death of all firstborn sons 
 
EGYPTIAN GOD 
Isis, the protector of children, and also served as a judgment on Pharaoh himself. 
 
EFFECT 
The angel of God killed the firstborn sons of every living human or animal that did 
not have the blood of a spotless lamb on the doorpost of their home.  



ATTRIBUTES OF GOD 
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One of our hopes for this Exodus series is to be filled with awe and wonder by 
the Living God, as He draws us out of darkness and draws us into His light. 
 
Here are some attributes of God to look for and meditate on as you read, 
pray, and discuss the book of Exodus with friends and family. 
 
Almighty // Nothing is too hard for God.  
Attentive // God hears and responds to the prayers of His children.  
Compassionate // God sees, cares and acts when His children are in need.  
Creator // God made everything.  
Deliverer // God rescues His children.  
Faithful // God always does what He says He will do.  
Generous // God gives what is best.  
Glorious // God shows His greatness and worth.  
Good // God is what is best.  
Holy // God is completely perfect and separate from sin.  
Just // God is right to punish sin.  
Loving // God does what is best.  
Merciful // God does not give His children the punishment they deserve.  
Provider // God meets the needs of His children.  
Refuge // God is a place of safety and protection for His children.  
Sovereign // God has the right, wisdom and power to do all that He pleases.  
Unchanging // God never changes.  
Wise // God knows what is best.  
Worthy // Only God deserves all glory  

Pastor Justin and a tour group climbing up 

Mt. Sinai, May 2022 



RECOMMENDED RESOURCES 

Most commentaries are often highly academic and may be difficult to follow. However, for the sake of completeness, all are 
included below. Gateway cannot support everything in these commentaries, use discretion when studying them: 
 
Pastor Justin’s Top Recommendations for Any Reader: 
 “Exodus for You” by Tim Chester 
 “The God Who Makes Himself Known” by W. Ross Blackburn 
 “Exodus “by Mark S. Smith 
 
More Approachable Commentaries: 
 “The Book of Exodus” by Brevard S. Childs 
 “Interpretation (Exodus)” by Terence E. Fretheim 
 “How to Read Exodus” by Tremper Longman III 
 
Academic Commentaries: 
 “The NIV Application Commentary, Exodus” by Peter Enns 
 “Exodus (Apollos Old Testament Commentary Series, Volume 2)” by T. Desmond Alexander 
 “The Exodus” by Richard G. Moulton 
 “Exodus 1-15” by Helmut Utzschneider 
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God said to Moses 
“I AM WHO I AM.” 

And He said, 
“Say this to the people 

of Israel, ‘I AM has 
sent me to you.’” 

Exodus 3:14 



Why did God send Israel to Egypt in the first place? 
 
As we read in Genesis, Joseph’s brothers sell him as a slave in 
Egypt and he later tells his brothers, “You intended it for evil, 
but God intended it all for good” [Genesis 50:20]. God is the 
one who orchestrates His plan for Israel to go to Egypt. But 
why? There are at least two reasons: 
 
1. Egyptian Influence 
Even to this day you can travel to Egypt and visit the pyramids 
and wonder to yourself, ‘How in the world did an ancient 
people group build that?’ After that you can ask an equally 
perplexing question, ‘Why did they build that?’ One thing that 
is abundantly clear through both scripture and other histori-
cal artifacts is that Egyptians were influencers.  
 
This was the center of the ancient world and travelers would 
come from near and far to marvel at their engineering, and 
their incredibly sophisticated economy, agriculture, culture, 
and religion. This was the place where God kept His people 
for 430 years to prepare themselves to be influencers them-
selves. Not for their own glory, but to the glory of God.  
 
2. Egyptian Theology  
An interesting part of this story that is often overlooked is 
that it occurs before any of scripture is written. There is no 
New Testament obviously. But there is also no Old Testa-
ment. That said, Egypt was the ancient breadbasket of the 
world and these are a people who see a creator everywhere! 
The question in Egypt was not, ‘Do you believe in God?’ It 
was, ‘Which G/god is worthy of your worship?’  
 
Full credit to the Egyptian people of that time, they looked at 
the general revelation of God and knew there was a divine 
creator in everything they saw—from the sun, to the Red Sea, 
to the flowers that bloom, the stars in the sky, to the birds of 
the air, and the fish of the sea. But here was the problem—
They ascribed the status of ‘god’ to everything. It was in this 
place that God would reveal Himself to Israel, and to the rest 
of the watching world, that the Lord is God!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Why did God give Himself the name “I AM WHO I AM”? 
 
Now that you understand more fully that Egypt was not a 
place where people asked, ‘Do you believe in God?’ but 
‘Which God/gods do you serve?’ you can begin to see why 
God answered Moses the way that He did. In the face of the 
hundreds (and even thousands) of gods and goddesses within 
Egyptian culture, God says to Israel, ‘I AM WHO I AM.’ This is 
in direct response to the culture Israel has been steeping in 
for 430 years.  
 
All the other gods in Egypt  “...who have eyes but do not see, 
and who have ears but do not hear…” [Jeremiah 5:21]. There 
is only one God who sees, and hears, and responds to His peo-
ples cry for mercy. God says to Moses, “...you are to say to 
the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you’” [Exodus 3:14]. 
 

Why did God send the plagues that He did, and not others?  
 
It is important to recognize that each of the ten plagues were 
in direct opposition to the Egyptian gods and goddesses. Each 
plague  demonstrated the power of the one, true God and 
exposed the gods that the Egyptians worshiped as ‘having 
eyes, but cannot see, ears but cannot hear, mouths  but can-
not speak, feet but cannot move.’ These plagues were to 
prove—both to the Egyptians and the Israelites—who the true 
Sovereign Ruler was. 

EXODUS ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS 
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Pastor Justin took a shot of what is 

often considered “the tree of Life” in 

Wadi Rum, May 2022 



 

18 | gatewaycrc.org| 2022 

Why was the golden idol a calf?  
 
In Exodus 32 we come to one of the most well known stories 
in all of Exodus—the story of the golden calf. Moses has gone 
up on Mt. Sinai and, while he is gone, the people get restless. 
So they go to Aaron, a builder, and say, ‘We want you to 
make something that we can worship.’ Aaron obliges and 
says, ‘Give me your golden earrings’ and he fashions for them 
a calf. The people bow down to worship it and Aaron says, 
‘Tomorrow we are going to have a feast to Yahweh.’  
 
Stop right here for a moment. If you understand ancient 
Egyptian mythology you know that the Egyptians worshipped 
a Bull [Apis—god of strength and fertility] and they are head-
ing toward Canaan where they worshipped a bull god named 
Baal [also a god of fertility]. Having lived in this culture for 
430 years and living in a barren wasteland, the concept of a 
God of strength and fertility must have been a very appealing 
metaphor for Israel at this time.  
 
But we should also ask, ‘Why, then, just a calf and not a bull?’ 
Well, if you’ve ever been to a rodeo you know there is such 
thing as a Calf Scramble. It is where children are able to run 
around and try to catch a calf. If you catch one then you re-
ceive a prize. Do you know what they don’t do at a rodeo? 
They don’t invite children into the arena with a bull. Why? 
Because bulls are big and dangerous! So, when Aaron decides 
to fashion an image to worship, he takes a very scary image 
[like Apis and Baal] and he brings it down to an accessible 
level. He turns it into something that is approachable. He 
fashions it  to something after his own preferences and  
something the people will be comfortable with.  
 
So, the people of Israel take a concept of a foreign god that 
they are familiar with, attach it to the worship of Yahweh. 
There is much to be learned here.  This is the form idolatry 
takes today as well.   
 
Consider: What are the ways in which we domesticate God 
today?  What are the areas of our own lives where we take 
elements of our culture (good things) and elevate them to a 
higher status (making them “God” things)? There truly is 
nothing new under the sun! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why is Mount Sinai important? 
 
When we arrive on the scene in Exodus 19, what we find is 
that the people of Israel have gathered around Mt. Sinai. 
There the Lord says these words: “‘You yourselves have seen 
what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ 
wings and brought you to myself. Now if you obey me fully and 
keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treas-
ured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be 
for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the 
words you are to speak to the Israelites” [Exodus 19:4-6].  
 
See, the people have just been freed from all these years of 
bondage and slavery in Egypt. These are people who have 
forgotten who they are. They have forgotten what it means to 
be the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. They have 
lived under the tyranny of slavery. So, at Mt. Sinai, he is begin-
ning to tell them, ‘This is who you are! You are my treasured 
possession!’ Sinai is significant because, in the Exodus event 
out of Egypt God says, ‘That isn’t who you are.’ But Sinai is the 
place where God reveals to them, ‘This is who you are. You 
belong to me.’  
 
As believers, we now see we have not just been saved from 
something. We have been made new in Christ Jesus and are 
His treasured possession!  

EXODUS ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS 



EXODUS PREPARATION 

As we begin our journey through Exodus, spend some time praying through these following points: 
 
// Ask the Lord to increase your desire to read His Word. Ask for understanding as you read each week in preparation to hear 
the sermon and dive deeper into the text throughout the week.   
 
// Thank the Lord for giving us His Word and letting us know the story of Exodus. Thank Him for continuing His story through 
our stories. Ask God to open your eyes to the ways He draws us out to draw us in.  
 
// Think about specific areas of sin and darkness God has drawn you out of. Praise Him for rescuing you. Ask for strength to 
confess sin and flee from any darkness in which you currently find yourself.  
 
// Throughout our study, we will see many different attributes of God. Think of as many words as you can to describe God, and 
praise Him for who He is. For some examples, look at the “Attributes of God” list on page 14.  
 
// Pray that through the study of God’s Word, you will grow and pursue Christ with all your heart.  
 
// Ask God to tune your heart to the Holy Spirit as He makes you aware of time, moments and milestones to leverage for 
fruitful family discipleship throughout this study. Ideas for family discipleship are included each week alongside the group 
study questions.  
 
// Pray for unity in our congregation as we walk through Exodus together. Ask the Lord to speak through our pastors who will 
preach each weekend and to sustain them through this long series. Thank the Lord for your gospel-centered community, and 
ask Him to help you hold one another accountable throughout this study.  

19 | gatewaycrc.org| 2022 

Pastor Justin and a tour group  
ascending Al-Deir “The Monastery”  

in Petra, May 2022 



2884 Gladys Ave. Abbotsford, BC, V2S 3Y2 | 604.859.5908 
gatewaycrc.org | office@gatewaycrc.org  

SERMON SERIES ~ SUMMER 2022 


