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UNIT  1 6 | S ES S I O N  1   |     Ma r ch  5  

JEREMIAH ENCOURAGED 

GOD’S PEOPLE 
JEREMIAH  2 9 – 3 0 

 

KEY PASSAGE: 

Zephaniah 3:17 

 
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 

Where is God? God is in all places at all times and is always with His people. 

 
CHRIST CONNECTION: 

God did not abandon His people. The prophet Jeremiah encouraged God’s 

people. He said God was going to save His people from captivity and raise up 

a new King—a forever King—from David’s family. 
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P R IOR  T O TEA CHI NG  THE S ESS I ON  

 
 

 

 

 

 

LEADER Bible Study 
God’s Word is living, active, sharp, powerful, 

and profitable. (Heb. 4:12; 2 Tim. 3:16-17) 

The Bible indicates that by the power of 

the Holy Spirit, God’s words teach, rebuke, 

correct, and train us so that we are complete 

and equipped for the work that God has 

created us for. The Bible is full of stories, 

illustrations, commands, warnings, and 

heart-provoking questions that provide for us 

everything we need. 

Yet, throughout our lives, we intentionally 

disregard God’s words for us. We are guilty 

of the same thing that Jeremiah 29:19 

describes—not listening to God’s words. 

When we know God’s words and know 

that God’s words are good for us, why do we 

continuously neglect them? The answer is 

simple: We prefer our own way. 

Throughout the Bible, God warns us by 

direct command and historical example. 

We find explicit instructions to obey God’s 

words and explicit assurances of the pending 

consequences for refusing to obey His words. 

We find instances where God executes His 

justice on those unknowingly ignorant 

toward His instructions and those blatantly 

defiant toward Him. God takes His words 

seriously and expects that we do the same. 

What is your relationship to God’s words 

given to us in the Bible? Are you distant, 

 

 
aware, knowledgeable, or in awe? Are you 

dismissive, forgetful, interested, or obedient? 

God’s expectation is that we would hear and 

obey His words, that we would seek His truth 

and live His truth, and that we would know 

His instructions and heed them. 

The reality is that we all will fail to do this, 

but there is hope because of the One who has 

the title “The Word.” Jesus, the living Word 

of God, lived a perfect life in full obedience 

to God and His words, yet He died the death 

that we deserve so that in our failure, we 

might find hope. 

The answer to our struggle to listen and 

obey God’s words is not simply trying harder, 

but pursuing a greater 

love of God, a greater 

hope in His Son, and 

a greater trust in His 

Spirit. These will lead 

us to greater obedience. 

His expectations are 

great, but His mercy is 

more. 
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PREPARE 

PEOPLE TO KNOW 

Jeremiah: prophet 

who proclaimed God’s 

judgment upon Judah 

and Jerusalem and 

proclaimed hope and 

salvation. 

PRIOR 
 WEEfi 

 

 

 
 

MINUTES 

 

 

 
 

MINUTES 

 

 

 
 

MINUTES 

 

 

 
 

MINUTES 

PREPARE 

   

TO TEACH; PLAN 

 SESSION 

WELCOME 

GREET KIDS 

AND OPEN 

  

LEARN 

TEACH KIDS 

THE STORY 

OF THE GOSPEL 

LOVE 

LEAD KIDS TO 

LOVE THE GOD 

OF THE  

LIVE 

LEAD KIDS TO 

LIVE OUT THE MISSION 

OF THE GOSPEL 
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P R IOR  T O TEA CHI NG  THE S ESS I ON  

 
 

GATHER Supplies 
Keep a regular supply of the following items available at all times: Bibles, pens or pencils, 

markers, crayons, colored pencils, scissors, glue or tape, paper. 

 
 

 

Activity Page 

 “Who’s Different?” 

activity page 

Attendance 

Worship 

Sing “Amazing Grace! My 
chains are gone” 

Additional Song of your 

choosing 

Introduce the Session 

 countdown video 

Review the Timeline 

 Giant Timeline 

Tell the Bible Story 

 “Jeremiah 

Encouraged God’s 

People” video 

 Bible Story Picture 

Poster 

 Old Testament 

Mediterranean Map 

(optional) 

Missions Moment 

 Partner with “Love 

Beyond Borders” 

Prayer 











 

 

Memory Verse  

 

Review & Bible Skills 

 Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 

(optional) 

Activity Choice  

 Slow and Steady 
 

 

Easter Activity 

Continue making Chains 

 

 

Family Take Home 

Remind parents to take a ‘Family 

Discussion Guide’ home
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PREPARE 

WELCOME LEARN LOVE LIVE 
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WELCOME Kids in mentorship rooms when they arrive 
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to fill out attendance sheets, build 

relationships, and help new kids connect to your group. 

SAY Can you think of a time when someone promised you something great but you had to wait a 

long time to get it? Was it hard to wait a long time? Why? 

 

 ACTIVITY PAGE (5 minutes) 

Invite kids to complete “Who’s Different?” activity page. 

SAY Jeremiah was a prophet sent by God to speak to the people of Judah. Let’s read today’s Bible 

story to learn the message God spoke through Jeremiah. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Keep an eye on the clock – this welcome time so only 

10 minutes before you head to Large Group teaching 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transition from WELCOME to LEARN 
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WELCOME 
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THE ST OR Y OF THE GOSP  EL  

 

Show the countdown video as you transition to introduce the Bible story. Set it to end as the 

session begins. 

 
 

Worship (10 minutes) 

Say “There are so many ways to worship God! Today, we are going to worship God with our 
voices – we are going to sing!  Singing is a wonderful way to worship and to focus our minds 
and our hearts on Jesus.  So, let’s sing loud, but no yelling. Today we are going to sing: (Name 

the songs you are going to sing)  
 

 
INTRODUCE the Bible Story 

 INTRODUCE THE SESSION (3 minutes) 

SAY That was great singing! My name is [your name], and I am so glad to see you today. Can 

anyone tell me what this Book is? [Hold up a Bible.] That’s right! The Bible! Can we trust the Bible? 

[Allow responses.] Yes, we can trust the Bible because it is the Word of God, and God always tells 

the truth. 

Today’s Bible story comes from the Book of Jeremiah. Is Jeremiah in the Old Testament or the New 

Testament? [Allow responses.] Yes, Jeremiah is in the Old Testament. Jeremiah was a prophet and 

gave messages from God to the people of Judah. We will learn today about one of the messages God 

told His people through Jeremiah. 

 

 BIG PICTURE QUESTION (1 minute) 

SAY When we study the Bible, we learn important truths about God, people, and the world. Our 

big picture questions and answers help us learn and remember these truths. Over the next several 

weeks, we will learn this big question: Where is God? The answer to the big question is, God is in 

all places at all times and is always with His people. 

Let’s say this together – repeat after me: Where is God? God is in all places at all times 

and is always with His people. This is such an important truth to remember because we can trust 

that no matter where we are, God is with us! 

 

 REVIEW THE TIMELINE (1 minute) 

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as you review. 

SAY God’s people were never able to obey God perfectly. They sinned and turned away from God. 

But God did not leave His people. God is in all places at all times and is always with His people. 

Even when God’s people were taken away to exile, God was with them. He did not forget His good 

promises to them. In our Bible story today, we will learn how the prophet Jeremiah gave the people 

hope and encouraged them to keep trusting in the Lord. 
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LEARN 
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THE ST OR Y OF THE GOSP  EL  

 
 

LEARN the Bible Story 

 TELL THE BIBLE STORY: VIDEO OR STORYTELLER (10 minutes) 

Open your Bible to Jeremiah 29–30. Use the Bible storytelling tips to help 

you tell the story, or show the Bible story video “Jeremiah Encouraged God’s 

People.” Use the bold text to retell or review the story. 

 
JEREMIAH ENCOURAGED GOD’S PEOPLE 

The Northern Kingdom of Israel had turned from God and been destroyed 

by their enemies. The Southern Kingdom of Judah was also in trouble. God was 

angry with the people of Judah. They did not obey Him. They lived however they 

wanted to live. They sinned and were unfaithful to God. 

God loved His people. He didn’t want to destroy them. God sent prophets like 

Jeremiah to warn the kings and people to stop sinning and to turn back to God, 

but they didn’t listen. So God sent His judgment by bringing the king of Babylon 

to Judah. 

King Nebuchadnezzar (NEB yoo kad NEZ uhr) invaded Judah and took some of 

God’s people—the best and most intelligent men—to Babylon. He left Jehoiakim 

in Judah as king. When Jehoiakim rebelled, Nebuchadnezzar invaded again and 

took more people captive. Zedekiah was on the throne in Judah when the prophet 

Jeremiah sent a message to Babylon to encourage God’s people. 

This is what Jeremiah’s letter said: “This message is from God to the people 

He sent from Jerusalem to Babylon. While you are in Babylon, build houses and 

live in them. Plant gardens and grow your families. Work and pray for the good 

of your city. The exile will last 70 years, and then I will come. I promised to 

bring you back to the land of Judah, and I will keep My promise. 

“I know My plans for you,” God declared. “My plans are for your good. You 

have hope and a future. You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me 

with all your heart.” God promised to restore His people’s riches and bring them 

back home. 

Jeremiah told the people that they would experience more troubles. In the 

face of their powerful enemies—the Babylonians—God knew they would feel hopeless. 

So Jeremiah shared what God would do. God said, “I will set you free and raise up 

a king for you. Do not be afraid or discouraged. I will save you and be with you. 

I will bring you back to your land, and you will rejoice. You will be My people, 

and I will be your God.” 

Christ Connection: God did not abandon His people. The prophet Jeremiah 

encouraged God’s people. He said God was going to save His people from captivity 

and raise up a new King—a forever King—from David’s family. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STORYTELLING TIPS 

Display a map: Display 

the Old Testament 

Mediterranean Map. 

Show kids Jerusalem 

(G10). Then point out 

Babylon (E11). Explain 

that some of the people 

of Judah were taken 

to Babylon. 

Shout with joy: Declare 

the good news, hope, 

and great promises of 

God with a happy voice 

as you tell the story. 

Invite kids to cheer and 

clap with joy. 
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LEARN 
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THE ST OR Y OF THE GOSP  EL  

 

 REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY 

SAY The Bible says that God judged the people’s sin because the people of Judah did not listen 

to God or the prophets He sent to warn them. King Nebuchadnezzar went to Judah and took over 

the land. King Nebuchadnezzar also took people away from their home and made them exiles in 

Babylon. Even in a scary time, was God still with His people? [Allow responses.] Yes, God was still 

with them. 

Jeremiah gave the people great hope and told them how God would rescue them. What did God 

promise would happen after 70 years? [Allow responses.] God promised that He would bring them 

back to their home. God wanted the exiles to believe that He was still in charge and had plans for 

their good even when things looked bad. 

God told His people to seek Him and that when they searched for Him with all their heart they 

would find Him. God could be found because God is in all places at all times and is always with 

His people. 

God’s people were reminded that God would not leave them and that He was going to use even 

a hard time to help them trust Him. We can trust God and remember that because of Jesus, He is 

always with us too. 

 

 CHRIST CONNECTION 

SAY God did not abandon His people. The prophet Jeremiah encouraged God’s people. He said 

God was going to save His people from captivity and raise up a new King—a forever King—from 

David’s family. 

 

 
 MISSIONS MOMENT (3 minutes) 

SAY This week’s collection is for the Mangyan Tribal people on the Island of Mindoro in the 

Philippines.  As a group of kids from our church, we want to help a group of kids from the tribe by 

providing them with rice to eat.  Most kids in the tribe only eat one meal a day, we want to make 

sure that they have enough food to have two meals a day.   

 

Play the missions video so the kids can see the tribal kids.  
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THE ST OR Y OF THE GOSP  EL  

 

 

 
 PRAY (2 minutes) 

Invite kids to pray before transitioning to Love. 

SAY Father, thank You for Your Word. Thank You for how You love us and that through Jesus, 

You have made a way for us to be with You forever. Help us remember that You are always with 

us. Thank you that we can help the children of the Mangyan Tribe by providing them with rice 

to each.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Move to Small Groups 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transition from LEARN to LOVE 
 

 
Jeremiah Encouraged God’s People | 13 

LEARN 



© 2022 Lifeway 
 

 

 

THE GOD OF THE GOSP  EL  
 

 

LOVE God by Applying the Story 

 Memory Verse (5 minutes) 

Help the kids to memorize the Bible Passage of John 3:16. Read it out loud. Read it again, point at the word 

having them repeat after you.  If they know the passage, have them recite it to you.  

REVIEW & BIBLE SKILLS (5 minutes) 

 Distribute Bibles and display the Old Testament Kingdoms Map. Guide kids to open their Bibles to 

Jeremiah 30. Remind kids that Jerusalem was the capital of Judah. Consider pointing out the 

location of Jerusalem (H5) on the Old Testament Kingdoms Map. 

Choose a volunteer to read Jeremiah 30:11 or ask the kids to follow along as you read the 

verse aloud. 

SAY  God told His people that even in exile, He would be with them! God also promised that He 

would save them. While God disciplined His people because of their sin, He did not destroy them. 

God kept His promise to not destroy them, and it was through the tribe of Judah that the Messiah 

would come into the world. 

God has made a way for us to be saved. Like the people of Judah, we sin and can never be good 

enough to save ourselves. We need Jesus to be our Savior. When we trust in Jesus, we have eternal 

life with Him. 
 

 GROUP DISCUSSION (10 minutes) 

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss. 

SAY Why was Jeremiah’s message so encouraging to the people of Judah? 

Lead kids to understand that Jeremiah’s message from God gave them hope during a very 

scary time. Remind kids that God disciplined His people’s sin, but that He also promised to be 

with them in exile and that He would save them. Discuss how God’s presence with His people 

gave them hope and encouragement. 

SAY When was a time you needed to remember that God was with you? 

Answers will vary. Encourage kids to think about ways they have had to trust God was with 

them even when they felt afraid, sad, or lonely. Remind kids that Jesus has made a way for us 

to be with God forever. 

SAY God kept His promise to His people and sent King Jesus. Why was this promise so 

important? 

Remind kids that all of God’s promises point to Jesus and that without Jesus we would be 

dead in our sins. Help kids to think about Israel’s disobedience and how they could never 

perfectly obey God. Lead kids to think about the ways they sin and how Jesus lived a perfect 

life in their place, died a punishment they deserved, and defeated death when He rose from 

the dead. 

 

Transition from LOVE to LIVE 
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LOVE 
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ACTIVITY 

THE A C T I V I T Y  OF THE GOSP  EL  

 

  

 REFLECTION AND PRAYER (5 minutes) 

Distribute a sheet of paper and pencil to each kid. Ask the kids to write about or draw a 

picture to answer the following questions: 

• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel? 

• What does this story teach me about myself? 

• Who can I tell about this story? 

Be sure to send the sheets home with the kids along with the activity pages so parents can 

continue to discuss the Bible story with their kids. 

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to complete the Bible story coloring 

page. Pray for your group. 

 

 

 

Continue making the chains for our Easter presentation 
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ACTIVITY 

SLOW AND STEADY 

 

 

 

 

 

 


