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Consider buying “Thriving in Babylon” and 
join us in reading it throughout this series. 

Find our reading plan on page 6.  
 

Find it on Amazon.ca, or Chapters.ca. 
 

Or contact House of James to order it in. 

OPTIONAL READING 



Dear Gateway, 
 
I am very excited to walk through the book of Daniel with you for the next nine weeks, and during our 
Life Group season. A lot of planning and preparation have gone into this series and I entrust this resource 
to you to help you in your own weekly learning and discipleship. 
 
I am sure you have questions about this book. You might recall a few months ago we did a series on the 
book of Revelation. Daniel is much like it in that it is considered apocalyptic literature. That means there 
will be strange and unusual references, enigmatic images and dreams, and very peculiar stories. As such, 
there is a lot of room in this book for conspiracy theories and doomsday predictions. Additionally, Daniel 
has often been heralded as an adventure story with a moralistic message that if we do the right thing, 
then God won’t let anything bad happen to us. He will rescue us from the fiery furnace and the mouth of 
lions. Unfortunately, these messages also miss the point of this beautiful book. As our lives often remind 
us, ever since the fall of Adam and Eve, evil and injustice have been having a field day.  
 
So, why Daniel? I’m glad you asked!  
 
For the last few decades, Christianity has been on a downward decline in the US and Canada. With the 
rise of the “nones” (no religious affiliation) and the “dones” (those who have ‘left’ the church), there has 
been a rise in anxiety and fear within our churches. It seems like, in a few short decades, our culture’s re-
sponse to Christians have gone from grudging respect to marginalizing indifference, and a general fear 
that it may lead to outright hostility and persecution in the future. Thus comes a lingering question: 
 

How can the people of God live by faith in an increasingly secular world? 
 
THE BACKDROP OF DANIEL 
  
This story begins several thousand years ago with a promise from God to Abraham that he would make 
his offspring more numerous than the stars in the sky - a great nation who would one day dwell in the 
Promised Land. 
 
Once this promise was fulfilled, however, it did not take long for the people of Israel to turn away from 
God and to worship false idols just like their captors in Egypt… 
 
In 605 BC, the wicked King Nebuchadnezzar and his Babylonians conquered the people of Israel, plun-
dered their city, and sent them into exile. They took a young Hebrew boy named Daniel and his friends 
back to Babylon to serve in the king's palace. His goal was to influence and pressure them to give up 
their identity as the people of God.  
 
Miraculously, however, Daniel and his friends became the influencers who changed the course of history 
through obedient and faithful living. 
 
Just like Daniel, we are asking ourselves today what it means to live by faith in an increasingly secular 
world. Daniel’s life exemplified faithfully choosing to hold fast to his faith, and not conforming to the cul-
ture of Babylon, but not in the way we might expect...He did so not as a conqueror or warrior, but as a 
man of great gentleness, hope, humility, and wisdom. Daniel was highly favored in the eyes of his captors 
and was propelled to positions of great influence. 
 
More than 2500 years later, we are asking the same question -  
 

How can we not only survive, but thrive, while living in Babylon? 
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USING this DANIEL GUIDE 
A Letter From Pastor Justin 



WHAT THE BOOK OF DANIEL IS NOT… 
 
Growing up in Sunday School (I can still see the flannel graphs), I always thought that the main point of 
Daniel was that God would deliver me from danger and persecution if only I had enough faith, I stood up 
for what’s right, and if I did the right thing. The fire couldn’t harm me, and the lions wouldn’t eat me. 
Whether we are aware of it or not, the reigning worldview of evangelical Christianity today is what theo-
logians call “moralistic therapeutic deism.” That’s a bunch of big words that expresses this idea: 
 

A God created the universe and wants his people to be moral and to stand up for what’s right. The 
central goal of life is to be happy, and if we are good enough God will bless our lives and bring us to 
heaven when we die.  

 
This is the reason why most of us know precisely two stories about the book of Daniel —  
 
1. The story of Daniel in the lions den, and  
2. His three buddies with weird names who were thrown into the fire, but not burned,  
 
— and practically nothing else.  
 
As your pastor, I want to help you reignite your passion for scripture, especially the Old Testament! It is 
one of the reasons why I have chosen the books “Revelation” and “Exodus” back-to-back, followed by 
“Daniel.” These three books are paramount to understanding our faith.  
 
So, the book of Daniel is not an adventure story, nor is it a moralistic tale that explains if we are good 
enough, things will go well. It also isn’t a prophesy manual, seeking to predict the exact day of Jesus’ 2nd 
coming or when the “end times” will come.  
 
WHAT’S “IS” THE BIG IDEA? 
 
In a nutshell, the book of Daniel provides a pattern and a promise for all generations: 
 
A pattern that, apart from Christ, all human beings become “violent beasts” when they glorify themselves 
and don’t acknowledge God as their true King, and… 
 
A promise that, one day, God will confront this “beast” and rescue the world that He loves.  
 
It also provides us godly wisdom in how to respond to a world gone haywire. Do we stick our heads in 
the sand? Or do we pick up arms and fight? Do we seclude ourselves and build our own communities 
outside of the secular world, or do we try, at all costs, to win the culture war and restore Judeo-Christian 
values in our nation?  
 
Daniel provides us the answer.  
 
Before we look at that, I want you to consider a question —  
 

What are the various ways in which Christians have sought to live faithfully under the authority of 
Christ as they relate to the culture surrounding them? 

 
There are two “pitfalls” we have seen throughout the centuries: 
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USING this DANIEL GUIDE 
A Letter From Pastor Justin, continued. 



The first is the view has been coined as “Christ OF culture.” This is the stance we take when we become 
accepting of culture around us, wholesale. We assimilate to get along. This was a major temptation for 
Christians near the end of the 1st Century during the time when the book of Revelation was written, when 
Christians were being martyred for their faith. You ‘go along to get along’ and faithful, obedient living is all 
but washed away.  [This view is what has created the sacred/secular divide in our lives. It is much easier 
to have a “sacred” realm where we follow God’s righteous rules, and a “secular” realm where we do live 
day-to-day lives. Christians, however, should have no such dichotomy.]  
 
The second is the view has been coined as “Christ AGAINST culture.” This is the stance we take when 
we believe it is the job of Christians to identify the godlessness of our culture and to radically oppose it. 
Loyalty to Christ and the church entails a rejection of culture and society.  
 
Hopefully you know by now that very few Christians can be placed neatly into one of the two camps. 
Most of us are somewhere in between. We acknowledge that it requires incredible wisdom to know 
when to “take a stand” and when to humbly obey God’s word in private and not expect the whole world 
to do as you do.  
 
For instance — few believe it is the job of Christians to “Christianize” our nation. Most are not intent on go-
ing back to the Crusades and creating a theocracy, in the name of Jesus. We recognize that there is sin in 
the world and that the Great Commission is to “go and make disciples” and not to “forcibly Christianize 
the world.” 
 
On the other side, most Christians oppose injustices against human dignity and the sanctity of life, and 
would say that is worthy of our advocacy within culture.   
 
So, what of topics like: immigration regulation, tax laws, civil marriage, abortion, euthanasia, free speech, 
gun laws, or the last two years of covid regulations? What is the wisdom of God to “act justly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with God” within our culture today around topics like these? On topics like these, not all 
Christians are on the same page.   
 
Again, the book of Daniel shows us how to hold fast to our faith, and not conform to the culture of Baby-
lon, but in a radically different “third way” than the two options above. He didn’t ‘go along to get along.’ 
He put himself in harms way! However, he also didn’t follow God as a “culture warrior,” but as a man of 
great gentleness, hope, humility, and wisdom. 
 
Think of it like this — Knowledge of God’s law teaches us “what” to obey. But the wisdom of God teach us 
“how” to apply it.  I believe we need such wisdom today! 
 
This book is timely for the angst of Christian culture today. We need the incredible wisdom and guidance 
it brings.  
 
I look forward to exploring this amazing book with you in the coming weeks!  

 
In Christ, 
Pastor Justin 
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WHO WROTE IT? 
 
Named after its writer, Daniel. This book is a product of his time in Babylon as a Jewish exile from Israel. 
While still a young man, Daniel travelled to Babylon with a group of young Israelite nobles, men of 
promise whom the conquering power felt could be of use in service (Daniel 1:3–4). Once Daniel arrived, 
the leadership in Babylon renamed him Belteshazzar in an effort to more closely identify him with his 
new home (1:7).  
 
Daniel means “God is my judge.”  
 
Belteshazzar means “Bel’s prince.”  
 
Bel was the title for the demonic god Marduk. To change the name of a Hebrew from Daniel to 
Belteshazzar is the equivalent of having your name changed today from “Christian” to “Satan’s prince.” 
Daniel lived there throughout the Jews’ seventy-year captivity (1:21; 9:2), eventually rising to become 
one of only three administrators over the provincial governors throughout the kingdom (6:1). 
 
Daniel recorded his experiences and prophecies for the Jewish exiles during his time in the Babylonian 
capital, where his service to the king gave him privileged access to the highest levels of society. His 
faithful service to the Lord in a land and culture not his own makes him unique among almost all the 
people of Scripture—Daniel stands as one of the only major figures in the Bible to produce a completely 
positive record of his actions. 
 
WHO WAS IT WRITTEN TO? 
 
Primarily to the people of Israel. In the New Testament, the apostle Paul affirms that all Christians are 
“the Israel of God” Galatians 6:16. So, this book is for us, too. 
 
WHEN WAS IT WRITTEN? 
 
The Babylonians exiled the group containing Daniel and his three friends—best known by their Babylo-
nian names, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego—to the cultural center of the their empire, the city of 
Babylon, in 605 BC. This move was part of the first of three deportations (605, 597, and 586 BC) carried 
out by the Babylonians in Israel after they subdued Jerusalem and the unfaithful King Jehoiakim (2 
Kings 23:36–24:2). The teenaged Daniel found himself in the midst of a strongly polytheistic religious 
culture, However, he stood firm in his faith among the Babylonian people on several significant mat-
ters—including dietary regulations and worship practices (Daniel 1:8–16; 6:6–12).  
 
WHAT IS THE CENTRAL THEME? 
 
God asserts His authority over human kingdoms with a pattern and a promise for all generations: 
 
A pattern that, apart from Christ, all human beings become “violent beasts” when they glorify themselves 
and don’t acknowledge God as their true King, and… 
 
A promise that, one day, God will confront this “beast” and rescue the world that He loves.  

OUTLINE & OVERVIEW OF DANIEL 



 
 
 
 
 
WHAT IS THE OUTLINE & STRUCTURE? 
 
Daniel chapters 1-6 are stories ABOUT Daniel (and 
his friends), while  chapters 7-12 are visions OF Dan-
iel.  
 
There is also a chiastic pattern (2-7, 3-6, 4-5) in the 
book which further illustrates its themes. For in-
stance: 
 
Chapter 2 is about the King’s dream (which he can’t 
interpret without divine help), while chapter 7 is 
about Daniel’s dream (which he can’t interpret with-
out divine help). In both, it reveals that all kingdoms 
will fall that do not turn to God.  
 
Chapter 3 is about the fiery furnace and chapter 6 is 
about the lion’s den. In both stories, the people of 
God refuse to worship what is false and are thrown 
into harms way. But God delivers them and wit-
nesses recognize God as the true King.  
 
Chapter 4 is about Nebuchadnezzar’s pride, which 
leads to God humbling him, and chapter 5 is about 
Belshazzar’s pride, who doesn’t humble himself be-
fore God.   
 
Chapters 8-11 lead to divine visions given to Daniel 
revealing that God has divine authority over all 
things in heaven and earth. 
 
WHAT ARE THE KEY IDEAS? 
 
1.Christ has divine authority over all things in heaven 
and on earth.  
2.We speak words of encouragement and rebuke 
with the authority of our Sovereign Lord.  



  
DAYS OF  
WEEK 

BIBLE READING OF THE 
WEEK 

OPTIONAL BOOK  
READING OF  
“THRIVING IN BABYLON 

SUNDAY  
SERMON 
TEXT 

SUNDAY  
SERMON TITLE 

Pre-Series  2 Kings 23:1-24:2 Buy  
“Thriving in Babylon”   

Week 1 Sept 19-25 
[For Sept 25] 

Watch: Bible Project 
Overview of Daniel 

Chapters 1-4 Daniel 1  “Be Different” 

Week 2 Sept 26-Oct 2 
[For Oct 2] Daniel 1-2 Chapters 5-7 Daniel 2  “Whose Kingdom 

Are You Building?” 

Week 3 Oct 3-9 
[For Oct 9] Daniel 3 Chapters 8-10 Daniel 3 “Courage in Baby-

lon” 

Week 4 Oct 10-16 
[For Oct 16] Daniel 4 Chapters 11-13 Daniel 4 “Knockout” 

Week 5 Oct 17-23 
[For Oct 23] Daniel 5 Chapters 14-16 Daniel 5 “The Writing is on 

the Wall” 

Week 6 Oct 24-30 
[For Oct 30] Daniel 6 Chapters 17-18 Daniel 6 “The Cost of Disci-

pleship” 

Week 7 Oct 31-Nov 6 
[For Nov 6] Daniel 7-8 Chapters 19-20 Daniel 7-8 

“Weird Dreams & 
Foolish Specula-
tions” 

Week 8 Nov 7-13 
[For Nov 13] Daniel 9-10   Daniel 9 

“The Most Under-
valued Gift of all 
Time” 

Week 9 Nov 14-20 
[For Nov 20] Daniel 11-12  Daniel 10-

12 
“It’s All Part of 
God’s Plan” 

 Nov 21-27 
[For Nov 27]  ADVENT BEGINS   

DANIEL SERIES STUDY SCHEDULE 
A Quick Glance at this Series 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9cSC9uobtPM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9cSC9uobtPM


ATTRIBUTES OF GOD 
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One of our hopes for this Daniel series is to be filled with 
awe and wonder by the Living God, as He reveals to us that, 
contrary to what we might see around us, God has divine 
authority over all things in heaven and on earth.  
 
Here are some attributes of God to look for and meditate on 
as you read, pray, and discuss the book of Daniel with 
friends and family. 
 
Almighty // Nothing is too hard for God.  
Attentive // God hears and responds to the prayers of His 
children.  
Compassionate // God sees, cares and acts when His 
children are in need.  
Creator // God made everything.  
Deliverer // God rescues His children.  
Faithful // God always does what He says He will do.  
Generous // God gives what is best.  
Glorious // God shows His greatness and worth.  
Good // God is what is best.  
Holy // God is completely perfect and separate from sin.  
Just // God is right to punish sin.  
Loving // God does what is best.  
Merciful // God does not give His children the punish-
ment they deserve.  
Provider // God meets the needs of His children.  
Refuge // God is a place of safety and protection for His 
children.  
Sovereign // God has the right, wisdom and power to do 
all that He pleases.  
Unchanging // God never changes.  
Wise // God knows what is best.  
Worthy // Only God deserves all glory  



RECOMMENDED RESOURCES 

Most commentaries are often highly academic and may be difficult to follow. However, for the sake of 
completeness, all are included below. Gateway cannot support everything in these commentaries, use 
discretion when studying them: 
 
Pastor Justin’s Top Recommendations for Any Reader: 
 “Daniel for You” by David Helm 
 “Thriving in Babylon” by Larry Osborne 
 “The Message of Daniel” by Dale Ralph Davis 
 
Academic Commentaries: 
 “Daniel—The Preachers Commentary” by Sinclair B Ferguson 
 “Daniel—Reformed Expository Commentary” by Ian M. Duguid 
 “Daniel” by E.J. Young 
 
Additional Relevant Resources to the Subject Matter in Daniel 
 “The Cost of Discipleship” by  Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
 “Christ and Culture” by H. Richard Niebuhr (and “Christ and Culture Revisited” by D.A. Carson) 
 “Disappearing Church” by Mark Sayers 
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Here are some questions to start considering as we look at the book of Daniel: 
 
 How do we promote godliness in a world gone haywire?  
 
 Why do the innocent often suffer with the guilty? 
 
 Why did God use the wicked [i.e. Babylon] to judge his people?  
 
 Is the world actually getting “worse” than years gone past? Many say we are on a “slippery slope” and 

that things are getting worse. Is that true? Why or why not?  
 
 Why does it seem that God’s judgment starts with his people [i.e. Christians] than with those who do 

the greatest evil? [Consider Habakkuk’s complaint to God that God chose the wicked to punish the 
chosen.] 

 
 Why does God often use “wilderness moments” (i.e trials) in our lives to bring about greater levels of 

obedience?  
 
 What is the appropriate response to sin in our world? Should our approach be different when talking 

to a Christian than a non-Christian? Why or why not?  
 
 Who, or what, are the four beasts in Daniel? 
 
 
Would you like to explore this book and its themes more deeply?  
 
Starting late in September, our Life Groups will be meeting for the duration of this nine week series—
they will dive deeper into the themes that emerge from this book, as they develop Meaningful relation-
ships centered on God’s Word and prayer.   
 
Have you joined a group for this fall season? 
 
If not, you can, and we’d be excited to help you do that.  Find out more at gatewaycrc.org/lifegroups, 
there is a group there waiting for you to sign up!   
 
If you have any questions about that, connect with either Pastor Justin (justin@gatewaycrc.org) or Pastor 
Adam (adam@gatewaycrc.org).   

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS 
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