
 

This NEW INITIATIVE STARTS OCTOBER 1! 
 

We are very excited to share with you a brand new 

ministry venture in the life of our church! We are call-

ing it our “Congregational Care Team” (CCT). In this ar-

ticle we hope to give you the big picture vision of what 

this ministry is all about. The following includes: 

Background: explaining why we are moving in 

this direction and what it means for Council, Pas-

tors, Staff, and the Congregation, and a description 

detailing how we will provide pastoral care to our 

congregation.  

Job Description: A detailed description of a CCT 

member. 

FAQ: We may not answer all of your questions, 

but below are a few answers to questions we 

thought of that you might ask. 
 

Let’s jump in! 
 

Background 

Below you will find both the practi-

cal and theological basis for our 

decision to implement a 

“Congregational Care 

Team” ministry: 
 

An Additional Layer of Care – Visitation ministry is a 

vital part of ensuring members of Gateway are well 

cared for. The covenant promises made at baptism and 

profession of faith is that, as a church, we would do 

everything within our power to help encourage, equip, 

and instruct you in the faith. But there are moments in 

our lives in which we need additional support, whether 

it be in times of crisis, transition, or the simple advanc-

ing of years. In those moments we want to ensure 

members are well cared for. The CCT ministry is intend-

ed to meet the needs of members who are elderly, sick, 

in transition, or need additional support.  
 

“The Scalability Conundrum” – We have determined 

that our current governing board is too large and in-

flexible for the size of our congregation. And with the 

prospect of growth, that challenge will only multiply 

moving forward under the same system. For example, 

with more members, comes larger or more districts, 

comes more Elders/Deacons, thus exponentially ex-

ploiting the limited effectiveness of the current Lead-

ership model ensuring failure in one of two 

areas:  

 
 

 New Mission Opportunity 
 Young Adults News 
 Acceptable Sins 
 And more... 

August 2019 

 CARETEAM  
CONGREGATIONAL 

Ministry 

HELPING PEOPLE TO LOVE & SERVE JESUS 

 September 6-8: Re:Activate 

 September 8: Connections Lunch 

 September 10: Kidz Church Training 

 September 13-14: Council Retreat 

 September 15: Starting new sermon series 

“Acceptable Sins of Christians” 

 September 15: Young Adult’s Lunch Chats begin 

 September 16: CCT Training 

 September 18: Friendship begins a new season  

 September 19: Ministry Training 

 September 21: Youth Ministry Training 

 September 26: Ministry Training 

 September 28: Young Adult Kayaking/Spike Ball Party 

 September 29: New Ministry Season Commissioning 

 September 29: CCT Installation 
 

For a full list and time/location details please visit the 

church website calendar under the tab “media and re-

sources”.  

 
 

September 

The Staff is excited to share that our church 

now has access to an extensive, new video li-

brary called RightNow Media!  

 

It’s like the "Netflix of Video Bible Studies" and 

has a HUGE library of faith-based videos that 

you can access whenever and wherever you 

want—on your phone, tablet, computer, or on 

your TV at home.  

 

You will have FREE access to thousands of video 

resources to help you with parenting, marriage, 

discipleship and more. It includes content for all 

ages and stages of life, and all of your family 

members are invited to set up their own ac-

counts as well. 

 

Sign up is easy. Choose the easiest way for you: 

Website 

www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/

gatewaycrc 

 

Text Code 

Text RightNow GCRC 

To 41411 
 

Custom QR Code 

 

Faith in Jesus. Hope for a Baby. Love for each other.  

Hearts of Hope 
Infertility and Pregnancy Loss Support Group  

The path of infertility is not a path anyone plans to be 

on.  The devastation of a pregnancy loss is not some-

thing anyone expects.  As Christians, we believe that 

whatever road God has given us is for our good, even if it 

doesn’t feel like it in the moment. There are so many 

questions, so many disappointments when you are 

struggling with the pain of infertility and pregnancy loss, 

and sometimes, it can be very lonely.  Always remember 

You are not alone!  Reach out and be supported by 

others.  
 

For more information contact:  

Theresa Heijster:  info@heartsofhopesupportgroup.ca  

Hearts of Hope Founder 
A Ministry of Gateway Community CRC 



 

 

 

 

1) Visionary leadership (too many Council mem-

bers), or  

2) Effectiveness in pastoral and shepherding 

duties (too few).  
 

Thus, Council has chosen to cap our Governing 

Board at its current size and appoint men and 

women within the congregation to use their gifts 

in ongoing congregational care (i.e. Regular in-

home visitation, giving special consideration to 

those sick, shut-in, and hospitalized). That way we 

will be able to effectively shepherd all of our cur-

rent members we serve while maintaining a 

streamlined, effective, efficient, visionary adminis-

trative model.  

 

If the Lord blesses this congregation with growth, 

the number of Council members may not increase 

while the number of Congregational Care Team 

members will. Thus, Elders will appoint and com-

mission a team of caregivers responsible for regular 

visitation, giving added consideration to those: 

 Sick and/or hospitalized 

 Shut-in, and  

 Elderly 
 

It is important to note that the role of Elder is not 

going away. The Board of Elders will continue in 

their respective duties as stipulated in scripture and 

CRC Church Order. However, we plan on keeping 

the number of Elders the same in the future regard-

less of the size of our congregation. That is where 

the CCT ministry comes in! Elders will focus primari-

ly on matters of oversight, church admonition and 

discipline, as well as the overall health and vitality of 

the congregation while also overseeing the work of 

the CCT.  

Congregational Care Team Job Description 

 

Overview 

The primary focus of a Congregational Care Mem-

ber is to make caring visits to those Elderly and 

shut-in. Also, care members will have a district of 

church members who are not in a Small Group for 

whom they have a praying responsibility. 

 

Pledge 

As a “Congregational Care Member” I see the love 

of Christ for His people. I acknowledge that the 

Lord has chosen me for this office and commit 

faithfully to serve the church in my vital role, guid-

ed by the Spirit, to the best of my ability. 

 

Responsibilities 

As a Congregational Care Member, I am appointed 

to, and will to the best of my ability: 

Care for members within my district through ac-

tive listening, the reading of scripture, and prayer, 

giving special consideration to caring for those ex-

periencing a time of transition such as: grief, di-

vorce, job loss, chronic or terminal illness, reloca-

tion, separation due to military deployment, or 

simply the advancing of years.  

(Please note that this role excludes church disci-

pline and admonition.) 

 

Serve as a Shepherd of Christ’s Church, which He 

bought with His blood (Acts 20:28). Thus, in every 

visit I endeavor to: 

Be a Christ-like example 

Serve cheerfully 

Walk with people experiencing pain and 

weakness 

Boldly read scripture 

Pray ceaselessly for Christ’s Church  

 

 

FALL CARE GROUPS! 

 

Starting on Sunday, September 15th, we are encouraging all members of Gateway to get plugged in to a 

sermon-based Care Group. "What is that?" you say. Let's walk you through it! 
 

WHAT - A 9-Week Sermon-Based Care Group 

 

WHEN - Starting on Sunday, September 15, we are going to start a new series called "The Acceptable Sins of 

Christians." This will be a 9-week series looking at a list of 9 sins that Christians often treat as acceptable 

(sometimes even admirable/commendable). The list includes topics such as: gossip and slander, complain-

ing, bitterness and unforgiveness, workaholism, unrepentance, worry, and more.  

 

MATERIAL - Within the bulletin every Sunday we will provide a sermon guide (like we do every week) as 

well as three additional pages of questions for you to fill out after the Sunday morning service and before 

you meet for your care groups. 

 

WHAT SHOULD I DO? 

If you ARE already in a Care Group, ask your leaders if they plan to take part in this or already have plans for 

another curriculum to follow in the fall. 

 

If you ARE NOT in a Care Group and would like to be, please contact the office. We will let you know which 

Care Groups are open to new members so that you can get plugged in. We hope you do! 

of Christians 

Dear Congregation of Gateway, 

 

A little over ten years ago, numerous 

members of Gateway made financial 

loans towards the building pro-

ject.  We have been working as a Church to repay 

those loans over the course of many years through 

annual amounts set out in our yearly budgets.   

We are pleased to share that this week we have been 

able to repay the last private lender and the final 

amount outstanding!  We want to specifically thank 

the private lenders for their generosity and pa-

tience.  We are grateful to God! 

“Give thanks to Him!”  
Psalm 100:4 



Authority 

As delegated by the Board of Elders 

 

Congregational Care Team Initiative FAQ’s 

 

As a Council we are very excited to begin rolling 

out our new pastoral care initiative this fall as a 

means of being more intentional about caring 

for our church community. Here are a few 

things that you should know: 

 

WHAT IS A CONGREGATIONAL CARE TEAM? 

The primary focus of a Congregational Care 

Member is to make caring visits to those 

Elderly and shut-in. Also, care members will 

have a district of church members who are 

not in a Small Group for whom they have a 

praying responsibility. 

 

WHY IMPLEMENT A CCT TEAM? 

The current governing board is too large 

and inflexible for the size of our congrega-

tion. And with the prospect of growth, that 

challenge will only multiply moving for-

ward under the same system. For example, 

with more members, comes larger or more 

districts, comes more Elders/Deacons, thus 

exponentially exploiting the limited effec-

tiveness of the current Leadership model 

ensuring failure in one of two areas:  

1) Visionary leadership (too many 

Council members), or  

2) Effectiveness in pastoral and shep-

herding duties (too few).  

Thus, Council has chosen to utilize a small-

er Governing Board responsible for all mat-

ters of governance and appoint men and 

women within the congregation to use 

their gifts in ongoing congregational care 

(i.e. Regular in-home visitation, giving special con-

sideration to those sick, shut-in, and hospitalized). 

That way we will be able to effectively shepherd all 

700+ of our current members we serve while 

maintaining a streamlined, effective, efficient, vi-

sionary administrative model. If the Lord blesses 

this congregation with growth, the number of 

Council members will not increase while the num-

ber of Congregational Care Team members will. 

 

WILL ELDERS STILL MAKE VISITS? 

Yes! Their role will be to oversee the CCT ministry 

and to ensure that all members of Gateway are 

receiving the care and support we have promised 

you when you professed your faith in this congre-

gation. The CCT team ought to be seen as an 

‘added’ source of care.  

 

WHEN WILL THIS NEW INITIATIVE START? 

The Fall of 2019.  

 

WHO WILL SERVE ON THE CCT TEAM? 

Elders will appoint and commission a team of gift-

ed and trained caregivers responsible for matters 

of regular visitation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I STILL HAVE QUESTIONS 

Contact one of your Elders or Pastor Justin.  

In Christ, 

The Elders of Gateway 
 

Starting September 15 

Young Adults: Kayaking/Spikeball BBQ Party at Main Beach at 
Cultus Lake on Saturday, September 28 starting at 4:00 pm.    

Annette DeRover 

Calvin & Karin Breukelman 

Kees Vanbodegom 

Lloyd Dykstra 

Al Mulder 

Monique Huurman 

Punk Kielstra 

Sandra Arends 

Milt & Rita Walker 

Bob Spyksma  

Ann VanderMeulen 

Cheryl Groothof 

Arlene Vleeming 

Here are your CCT: 

Young Adult Care Team : 
 
Rich and Marian Vanderwal 
Monique Lieuwen 
Joel Huizing 

 
 
Marcel and Monica deRegt 
Punk Kielstra (CCT) 
Jacob Atsma (Elder)  

Gateway Coffee Break’s 

new season starts on 

Wednesday, October 2 in 

room 205/207.  
 

All women are welcome to 

come and enjoy fellowship, 

snacks, coffee and Bible Study.  Story Hour Ministry is 

available for your children.  
 

Coffee is on for 9:30 am. Come and bring your neigh-

bor!  For more information about Gateway Coffee 

Break contact Geraldine Weijdeman—Coffee Break 

Coordinator, 3nl1ca@telus.net. 

Gateway’s ExtremeWeather Shelter 

Cooler temperatures are coming!  We are in full swing 

preparing for another season of our Gateway Extreme 

Weather Shelter.  Depending on the weather, our doors 

could be open as soon as November 1.   
 

Would you like to volunteer but not sure how? Contact 

Pastor Marcel or Jenny Vanderheide, 

jvanderheide@shaw.ca - there is always a way to help.  

Name changes for our Leadership 
Bodies 
 
Please take note of the following name changes -  the 

duties remains the same!  

 Admin Elders to Governing Council 

 Pastoral Elders to Ministering Elders 

 Deacons to Ministering Deacons 



Join a GATEWAY TEAM as we partner with 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

to work with the refugees when they first land 
in Greece.  

 

Dates: Nov 16 - Dec 1, 2019 (could shift by one 

day before or after) 

Location:  Lesbos, Greece 

Cost:  $3,300 - This includes airfare, accommo-

dations, transport in-country, meals, project 

materials and travel insurance (except vaccina-

tions). This cost is tax deductible. 

Application deadline:  Sep 20, 2019  

On this trip, you will have the unique opportunity to serve in practical ways as instruments to bring hope and dig-

nity to those displaced from home. We will be working with EuroRelief, a non-profit organization that has been 

granted the permission by UNHCR to manage the daily operations of Moria. Our team could serve in the follow-

ing areas: 

 Housing - Helping to document housing placements to find room for new arrivals. 

 New Arrivals -  Registering new refugees and providing them with clothing and hygiene kits. 

 Security - Guarding entrances to different sections of camp designated for unaccompanied minors, families 

or single women. 

 Warehouse - Sorting donated clothing to prepare for distribution. 

 Camp Activities - When possible, organizing and leading social events for women or kids. 

 General Assistance - Other tasks as needed such as maintenance, cleaning, transportation and administra-

tion. 

This trip could be combined with a team from GAiN Netherlands. 

For more information talk to Pastor Marcel or Monique Lieuwen.  
To register, email: 

moniqueL@globalaid.net 
 

Re:Activate Youth Convention 

SEPTEMBER 6, 7, & 8TH, 2019 

Langley, BC 

WHAT IS RE:ACTIVATE?  

Re:activate is a youth convention for the Re-

formed Churches in British Columbia, Canada 

and Washington, USA. 

Register at reactivatecrc.com 

 

So far over 25 youth from Gateway Youth Ministry 

have registered! 

Our Grade 8-11 Students will spend the year look-

ing into the Gospel of Mark via the teachings of 

Francis Chan.   
 

What is L.I.T?  

L.I.T. is an in depth class designed for our Grade 12 

students, giving them the opportunity to dig 

deeper into the Word of God.  
 

All Youth will be involved in our Church Activity 

Nights, Mentorship Nights, Retreats and Mexico  

Missions.  

Here’s a new and easy way to support Gateway’s Youth   

Mexico Mission Trip from March 14-23, 2020.   
 

You can return all your refundables to Moe’s Bottle Depot on 

Gladys Ave (next to Hub Motors).  It’s an incredibly easy    

system… 
 

1. Place all your refundables in a clear plastic bag - no 

need to sort.  

2. Head over to Moe’s Bottle Depot and use their        

express kiosk. 

3. Type in the Church phone number to access our   

account (604-859-5908). 

4. Type in how many stickers you need—one per bag. 

5. Place stickers on your bags 
 

That simple!  A huge thank you from all the youth! 

Youth Prayer Partners  

As we begin a new Youth Ministry Season 

there is a need for more Youth Prayer Part-

ners.   
 

As young people come into youth group, it 

is our aim to have all Gateway Youth 

(grades 8-12) matched up with a person 

who will intentionally pray for them. Will 

YOU be that person?  
  

If so, you will receive a prayer card and     

information about your youth.  
 

Contact Pastor Marcel via email:  

Marcel@gatewaycrc.org 
 

Thank you to all that signed up last year - 

your prayers for our youth are appreciated.  Conversations have begun for our 2020 Ministry Trip with GAin: India 


