
90

UNIT 3

I WILL MAKE 

YOUR NAME GREAT

“God Planned It for Good”
by Jamaal Williams

Esteemed pastor-theologian Dr . Tony 
Evans describes divine providence as 
“the hand of God in the glove of history 
… the work of God whereby He integrates 
and bends events in the universe in 
order to fulfill His original design for 
which it was created . It is God sitting 
behind the steering wheel of time .” 1 

Whew! This description of providence 
makes me want to stop what I’m doing, 
close my eyes, open my heart, and turn 
from any cynicism and doubt toward 
the One who has His hand “in the glove 
in history .” We need to remember that 
if we are in Christ—if we believe the 
gospel—then God, who is sitting behind 
the “steering wheel of time,” is driving 
my life and yours to a beautiful end . 
God intentionally directs every believ-
er’s life to the end where everything 
works together for our ultimate good 
and where His multicultural bride lives 
in perfect peace for all eternity . 

Through Abraham’ story, we see the 
providence of God at work in powerful 
ways . I believe that part of what made 
Abraham’s faith memorable and foun-
dational is that his faith became rooted 
in a deep belief that God is sovereign 
and providential . The writer of Hebrews 
talks about Abraham’s faith in a way 
that points to God’s ability to direct 
all events toward a certain end . He 

reflected: “[Abraham] considered God 
to be able even to raise someone from 
the dead; therefore, he received him 
back, figuratively speaking” (Heb . 11:19) . 
Abraham took his one and only son of 
promise to be sacrificed in obedience to 
God because he had learned to trust God 
through the most impossible of situa-
tions and circumstances . If God could 
provide a promised child through Sarah 
at 90 years old and Abraham at 100, then 
nothing is impossible with Him! 

In other words, Abraham believed God 
as he experienced God’s unmerited, 
unfolding, and unstoppable providence . 

God’s Unmerited 
Providence

When we meet Abraham in Genesis 11 
(named Abram at the time), we know 
little about him besides he was in the 
lineage of Shem . If someone were read-
ing the Bible for the first time and had no 
idea who the progenitor of the Hebrew 
people would be, then he or she would 
have a very slim chance of guessing 
that person based on the names given 
through the genealogy in Genesis 11 . But 
that’s exactly the point! 

Abraham comes into the story out 
of nowhere . Yet in Genesis 12:1-3, God 
placed His unmerited favor on Abraham, 
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or what Christians might call grace. Abra-
ham was plucked like a grain of sand 
from the seashore, one among millions, 
and blessed ridiculously. Over the next 
few chapters, God lavished specific 
promises on him and repeated them to 
remind Abraham of His faithfulness as a 
covenant-making and covenant-keeping 
God. God promised Abraham: 

• land (Gen. 12:7; 13:14-15,17; 15:7,18; 17:8); 
• a great nation of people through him 

(12:2; 13:16; 15:5; 17:2,4-7,16,19; 22:17); 
• the promise of a covenant (17:7,19,21); 
• and that all the peoples of the earth 

would be blessed through him (12:3; 
18:18; 22:18). 

What’s amazing is that the Bible never 
tells us why God chose Abraham and 
Sarah in their old age. However, we do 
know that God did not call Abraham 
because he was a perfect man who 
impressed God. Abraham was a sinner 
like all of us. God kept His covenant 
despite Abraham’s proclivity toward 
deceit. And for all those who believe 
as Abraham did, we share in the same 
grace God poured out on him. This is 
how God works (Deut. 7:7; Eph. 2:8-10; 
Titus 3:5). God in His providence saves 
people like you and me so that we cannot 
boast in ourselves but rather in Christ’s 
finished work alone (Eph. 2:9).

God’s Unfolding 
Providence

As you read Abraham’s story, you see 
that although God told him the end from 
the beginning, God didn’t give him all the 
details at once. God promised Abraham 
would be a great nation, but He didn’t 
say how or when. In fact, God allowed 25 
years to pass before He delivered on the 
beginning of that promise. Within those 
years, there were significant tests, the 
pain of prolonged barrenness, and inter-
nal family stress. Numerous mistakes 
were made on Abraham and Sarah’s part 
because of a lack of faith in and patience 
for God’s plan to come to pass. 

Yet through all of this, God is glori-
fied and we gain wisdom, warning, and 
encouragement. As God’s plan unfolded, 
Abraham experienced heartache, confu-

sion, and pain mixed with joy. At times, 
both Abraham and Sarah were tempted 
to doubt God’s promises, but by His 
grace, they persevered. In the same way, 
we must learn to persevere when things 
aren’t going the way we anticipate them 
to go. We know that God has a plan and, 
as Tony Evans has said, God is taking 
“what you and I would call luck, chance, 
mistakes, happenstance and stitching 
them into achieving His program.” 2  

God’s Unstoppable 
Providence

God promised to make Abraham’s name 
great and to lead him to a new land that 
would be for him and his offspring 
(Gen. 12:2,7). But a lot happened between 
God’s promise and its fulfillment. There 
were many victories, but there were 
also many losses through disobedience 
within Abraham’s lineage. Yet through 
the providence of God, everything that 
God promised came to pass or is still in 
the process of coming to pass. 

God’s providence can be seen through-
out Abraham’s family story but nowhere 
as strongly as in the story of Joseph. 
After all that Joseph went through at 
the hands of his brothers and the Egyp-
tians, he concluded powerfully, “You 
planned evil against me; God planned it 
for good” (Gen. 50:20). God is for us even 
when things are at their darkest. 

Ultimately, as Christians, we know that 
God’s providence is unstoppable because 
of the life, death, burial, and resurrec-
tion of Jesus. Ever since the Fall, God 
has been orchestrating His perfect plan 
in the face of evil, human sin, and the 
weakness of His own people, and God’s 
plan to redeem those who place their 
faith and trust in Him came to pass. 
Any time you feel like your life is out 
of control, remember that in Christ, 
things are under control because God’s 
providence is unmerited, unfolding, and 
unstoppable—God is “behind the wheel.” 
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UNIT 3  /  SESSION 1 

A PEOPLE PROMISED

Session Outline

1. God chooses to work through unlikely people (Gen. 11:27-30).   
2. God promises a new people through Abram (Gen. 12:1-3).  
3. God uses imperfect people (Gen. 15:1-6,17). 

Background Passage: Genesis 11:10–20:18

What Will My Group Learn?

God established a covenant people through whom He promised to bring blessing to the world.

How Will My Group See Christ?

God promised that He would bless the world through Abram and his family, an unlikely and 
imperfect people. Jesus Christ, an unlikely but perfect Savior, is the fulfillment of God’s 
promise, the descendant through whom salvation flows to the entire world. 

How Should My Group Respond?

Because we are brought into Abram’s family of faith through Jesus Christ, we live as a united 
people used by God to proclaim the greatest blessing—salvation—to the world. 
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NOTES

Introduction

SETTING: At this point, the world looked bleak. The people of the 
earth are still sinful, even after the flood of God’s judgment. And now, 
after Babylon (or Babel), the people of the world are scattered and 
unable to communicate in a unified language. Will God’s image-bearers 
ever be unified again, or will sin and judgment separate and destroy 
what God made very good? Enter Abram, a man whom God chose to 
receive a promise to answer this very question. 

INSTRUCT: Ask your group to think of a time when they were amazed 
at how many people attended an event, such as a birthday party, 
a parade, or a sporting event. Whatever the event, more people 
participated than they expected. 

DISCUSS: When you were in that setting, how did you feel? (wait 
for a group member to respond first; only share your response as a 
conclusion to the discussion) 

TRANSITION: There can be a sense of awe when an unexpected 
amount of people show up to an event. Being awash in a sea of 
people can be overwhelming. Now imagine an opposite situation, being 
a elderly couple with no children and a promise that you will become 
a nation of people. Would such words fill you with despair or hope? 
The difference would lie in the one who made the promise. From a 
human being, this would be laughable; from the Creator God, however, 
the promise is sure, unbreakable, and sealed by His character. 

OPTIONAL QUESTION: What reasons do we have to trust God’s 
promises? (we can trust God’s character; He never lies; He does what 
is good; He loves us; we have proof in Scripture that God always does 
what He says He will do) 

Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or Lifeway’s Digital Pass:  
ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/leader-training.

GROUP TIME

© 2021 Lifeway Christian Resources



94 Unit 3  /  Session 1  /  A People Promised

NOTES

God chooses to work through unlikely 
people (Gen. 11:27-30).

27 These are the family records of Terah. Terah fathered Abram, Nahor, 

and Haran, and Haran fathered Lot. 28 Haran died in his native land, in Ur 

of the Chaldeans, during his father Terah’s lifetime. 29 Abram and Nahor 

took wives: Abram’s wife was named Sarai, and Nahor’s wife was named 

Milcah. She was the daughter of Haran, the father of both Milcah and Iscah. 

30 Sarai was unable to conceive; she did not have a child. 

READ: Ask a volunteer to read aloud Genesis 11:27-30 from his or her Bible. 

EXPLAIN: Use the VERSES 27-29 commentary to highlight the following point 
(the bold words fill in a blank in the Daily Discipleship Guide [DDG]):

God began creating a people for Himself with Abram, an unlikely 
person from a family of idol worshipers and a place marked 
by rebellion.

DISCUSS: Why does God often choose unlikely people to carry out His 
plans? (to bring about redemption for people who seem impossibly far from 
Him; to show His power to use anyone for His glory; this prevents people from 
boasting how great, smart, or amazing they are and instead promotes humility)

OPTIONAL QUESTION: What should we think about ourselves as God uses 
us to accomplish His will? (we are unlikely servants included in God’s family; 
we are the recipients of amazing grace to be loved and used by God for His 
good purposes; we should remain humble in our work and in the God-given 
results that glorify His name)

EXPLAIN: Use the VERSE 30 commentary to highlight the following point (the 
bold words fill in blanks in the DDG):

Through Sarai’s barrenness, we will see that God works through 
impossible circumstances to bring blessing to the world and glory 
to Himself.

DISCUSS: What are some ways God has used impossible circumstances in 
your life to bring Himself glory? (wait for a group member to respond first; 
only share your response as a conclusion to the discussion)

TRANSITION: Abram came from a pagan family and had a barren wife, 
but this didn’t stop God from calling Abram and promising him blessing and 
descendants in Genesis 12. 

POINT 1

VOICES from  
THE CHURCH
“ The blessings of God 
were not restricted to 
Abram and those who 
were good to him, 
but were to flow from 
him to all peoples on 
earth. This is the first 
hint of God’s ultimate 
purpose for Abram 
and his descendants.” 1 

– Jesudason 
Baskar Jeyaraj
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Commentary 

VERSES 27-29 / In these three verses we 
learn the “who” and the “where” of Abram’s 
family history. Family lineage is presented 
regularly in the Old Testament as a marker 
for a new chapter or narrative in the telling 
of God’s true story. That’s what is happen-
ing here. It is important to remember that 
the last big event was the disruption of 
languages at the Tower of Babylon. Now, 
the lineage of Abram takes center stage, and 
until chapter 25, his story is the focal point.

In this passage, we first learn about 
Abram’s immediate family: Terah was 
Abram’s father, and Abram had two broth-
ers, Nahor and Haran, but Haran died, 
leaving behind a son, Lot. This bit of infor-
mation may help explain why Lot traveled 
with Abram in Genesis 12:5. 

After meeting the brothers, we learn about 
their wives. Abram is married to Sarai and 
Nahor is married to Milcah. Milcah is given 
a bit more description and the author tells 
us her father was Haran, the late brother 
of Abram and Nahor. This means that 
Nahor, then, married his niece, Milcah. We 
should understand this was not an uncom-
mon scenario for the time. Abram himself 
married Sarai, who was his half-sister 
(Gen. 20:12).

Second, we learn a bit about where this 
family was from. We know, based on 
verse 28, that the native land of this family 
was in Ur of the Chaldeans. Where you are 
from has a significant influence on your 
religion, culture, and name. Ur was known 
as a place of pagan worship, which Abram’s 
family participated in (Josh. 24:2). This is 
not surprising when we learn that both 
the name “Milcah” (Abram’s niece) and the 
name “Sarai” (Abram’s wife) mean “queen” 
in Akkadian and are derived from the 
deities of this pagan region. 2

There is some debate among scholars about 
the location of Ur of the Chaldeans, but it is 
likely that it was in the region of, or at least 
nearby, Babylon. It is helpful to consider 
the context that comes before these 

verses—that God confused the languages 
of the earth after the events in Babel, or 
Babylon (Gen. 11:5-9). The world no longer 
spoke the same language and the people 
were then scattered across the earth. Those 
in Babylon sinned against God by trying 
to make a name for themselves, and their 
punishment was that they would no longer 
be unified. As God began His process of 
creating a people for Himself, He looked 
to the most unlikely of people. Not only 
was Abram from a region that worshiped 
pagan gods but he was also from Babylon, 
the place where the people sinned against 
God and from which they were scattered.

VERSE 30 / At the end of this lineage, 
one member of the family receives a more 
personal note: Sarai is unable to have chil-
dren. This is emphasized twice, first that 
Sarai “was unable to conceive” and second 
that “she did not have a child.” Barrenness 
was an unfortunate and culturally dishon-
orable circumstance in the Old Testament. 
Women contributed significantly to soci-
ety through producing children to carry 
on their husbands’ lineage. Sarai’s state 
meant she could not do this—she could not 
produce a child, let alone a son, to carry 
on the family line of Abram. This would 
have significant implications for the prom-
ises that God would make to Abram in the 
next chapter.

But for Sarai, how could she possibly fulfill 
God’s call to be fruitful and multiply with-
out children (Gen. 1:28; 9:1,7)? Over and 
over again in Scripture, we see God take 
the barren or childless woman and turn 
her sorrow into joy. God, in fact, promised 
that even she who cannot bear children will 
have much reason to rejoice (Isa. 54:1-3; 
cf. 49:20-21). Blessing the earth may come 
through raising children in the knowledge 
of God for many, but for all of us, whether 
or not we have children, blessing the earth 
comes through sharing the gospel and 
producing spiritual children who then go 
and share the gospel themselves—until 
the knowledge of God covers the earth like 
water covers the sea (Hab. 2:14). 
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NOTES

God promises a new people through Abram 
(Gen. 12:1-3).

1 The Lord said to Abram: Go from your land, your relatives, and your 

father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make you into a 

great nation, I will bless you, I will make your name great, and you will 

be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, I will curse anyone who 

treats you with contempt, and all the peoples on earth will be blessed 

through you.

READ: Ask a volunteer to read aloud Genesis 12:1-3 from his or her Bible. 

EXPLAIN: Use the VERSE 1 commentary to explain the following point (the 
bold words fill in blanks in the DDG):

God called Abram to leave everything he knew—land , relatives, and 
his father’s house—to follow Him to a new land of promise.

DISCUSS: What are some things God has called you to leave behind in 
order to obey Him in faith? (a life of sin to receive salvation in Christ; leaving 
extended family to pursue God’s call in a ministry and/or vocation; put away 
the worldly idea of the “good life” to sacrifice financially for others; leaving 
your comfort zone to go on a mission trip, teach a Bible study, or share 
the gospel)

EXPLAIN: Use the VERSES 2-3 commentary to explain the following point (the 
bold words fill in blanks in the DDG):

God’s promises are trustworthy: He will bring blessing to the earth 
through Abram—a step closer to fulfilling the promise of Genesis 3:15.

TRANSITION: At the outset of his relationship with the Lord, Abram believed 
and obeyed and went. But some years later, Abram experienced some doubts 
because he still had not yet received the blessing of a child. 

POINT 2
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Commentary 

VERSE 1 / God called Abram to leave 
everything he knew. The structure of this 
first verse moves from the general to the 
specific. 3 Specifically, God called Abram to 
leave behind the following: 

• Land: This was the surrounding area 
Abram called “home.” As we know, this 
area was a pagan land, full of those who 
worshiped false gods. 

• Relatives: In the Old Testament, extended 
families all lived together in villages, if 
not homes. All of Abram’s distant cous-
ins, uncles, aunts, grandparents, and the 
like would have been part of the commu-
nity he was called to leave.

• Father’s house: Perhaps the most severe 
sacrifice, to leave his father’s house 
meant Abram would lose financial secu-
rity, title, and most other comforts. 

But God did not just call Abram from some-
thing, He also called Abram to something. 
The promise of land did not come with 
detailed descriptions of where this land 
would be, what it would look like, or how 
long it would take to get there. But the land 
is promised—God will show Abram the land. 

VERSES 2-3 / After the promise of land, 
God emphasized His promise with five 
different “I will” statements: 

“I will make you into a great nation.” This 
first promise from God required descen-
dants. We already know Abram’s wife was 
barren, yet God promised to make Abram 
into a great nation. This seemed impossi-
ble, but God was stating here that He would 
make a people for Himself through Abram. 
Abram, whose name means “exalted 
father,” would be another Adam figure, 
following Noah (9:1-7). Adam was the father 
of all humankind, and Abram would be the 
father of God’s people. 

“I will bless you.” God’s promise of blessing 
must have been a great comfort to Abram, 
who was called to leave his home. What 
Abram didn’t know, however, was that this 
blessing God promised would come through 
Abram’s seed (Gen. 17:7; see Gal. 3:16). The 

blessing would be the Messiah, and this 
promise was completely fulfilled in Jesus. 

“I will make your name great, and you will 
be a blessing.” The promise of a great name 
stands in contrast to what took place at the 
Tower of Babylon when the people sought 
to make a name for themselves (Gen. 11:4). 
When pride was the motivation for a great 
name, the people were punished since they 
sought after fame by their own means. 
Abram, however, received the promise of 
a great name as a gift from God. He did not 
do anything to earn this great name except 
believe and obey. Additionally, God prom-
ised that Abram would not just receive a 
blessing but would be a blessing. It would 
be through Abram that God’s people are 
blessed—a blessing that extends to all the 
world, the blessing of Jesus Christ. 

“I will bless those who bless you.” God 
promised that all who blessed Abram 
would also be blessed by God. This was a 
protective promise but also illustrates a 
larger theological truth: Those who bless 
Abram may become part of God's people 
and receive Yahweh as their God. 

“I will curse anyone who treats you with 
contempt.” Alternately, those who rejected 
the blessing of Abram also rejected God 
and would not become part of His people. 
As Abram went forth carrying God’s bless-
ing, there would be some who despised and 
scorned that blessing. In response, God 
would curse them as their sins deserve.

Repetition is always a sign of emphasis. 
God stated “I will” five times in verses 2-3, 
making His promises absolute and sure. 
Each of these “I will” statements led to 
the declaration that all the peoples of the 
earth will be blessed through Abram. The 
Genesis 3:15 promise was one step closer 
to fulfillment. God’s ultimate promise is 
to bring about universal blessing for the 
world, and He will accomplish this through 
the nation of Abram. 
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NOTES

God uses imperfect people (Gen. 15:1-6,17).

1 After these events, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: Do 

not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield; your reward will be very great. 2 But 

Abram said, “Lord God, what can you give me, since I am childless and the 

heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 Abram continued, “Look, you 

have given me no offspring, so a slave born in my house will be my heir.” 

4 Now the word of the Lord came to him: “This one will not be your heir; 

instead, one who comes from your own body will be your heir.” 5 He took 

him outside and said, “Look at the sky and count the stars, if you are able to 

count them.” Then he said to him, “Your offspring will be that numerous.” 

6 Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness. … 

17 When the sun had set and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming 

torch appeared and passed between the divided animals.

READ: Ask a volunteer to read aloud Genesis 15:1-6 from his or her Bible. 

EXPLAIN: Use the VERSES 1-6 commentary to emphasize the following point 
(the bold words fill in blanks in the DDG): 

God grants righteousness to those who believe in Him. God’s people 
are those with the faith of Abram. 

ESSENTIAL DOCTRINE #80: People of God: Scripture describes the 
church as “the people of God” (2 Cor. 6:16). Comprised of both Jew 
and Gentile, the church is created by God through the atoning death 
of Christ. The term “church” is used in two senses—of individual local 
churches composed of people who have covenanted together under the 
lordship of Christ and of the universal church composed of all believers 
in Christ in all times. As the people of God, the church seeks to live 
under God’s ruling care while we are protected and cared for by Him.

DISCUSS: How can we, as imperfect people, grow in faith and believe 
that God will keep His promises to us? (read the Bible, which tells of God’s 
faithfulness to His people; confess our fears and sins to one another to be 
comforted by God’s grace through one another; pray for faith and ask others 
to pray; meet with the church regularly; read about faithful believers from the 
past who had great faith; seek relationships that spur us on toward faith) 

EXPLAIN: Read Genesis 15:17 from your Bible or this guide, and use the 
VERSE 17 commentary to explain the covenant ceremony and the symbolism of 
Abram’s vision—God guaranteed His covenant promises on the basis of Himself.  

POINT 3
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Commentary 

VERSES 1-4 / The only reason someone 
would say, “Do not be afraid,” to another is 
if he or she knew the person had a reason to 
be afraid. God provided specific statements 
about His character to assure Abram why 
he should not fear. God immediately prom-
ised protection (“shield”) and provision 
(“reward”). This raises the question: What 
did Abram fear? Why did he need the assur-
ance of God’s protection and provision? 

Certainly some of this could have been 
related to the battle Abram had just won 
(Gen. 14), but Abram’s response to God 
gives the reader a better understanding 
of Abram’s fear. In this first instance of 
dialogue between Abram and God, Abram 
expressed his hopelessness about his 
offspring. God already promised an heir 
and land, the very provision and protec-
tion Abram longed to receive. But here we 
see that Abram was still childless, and the 
only solution he saw was that a servant in 
his household would receive his inheri-
tance. The fear was valid—Abram’s wife 
was barren and there was no child to bring 
about the great nation God promised He 
would create through Abram. God again 
answered Abram’s fears with His promise: 
Eliezer, Abram’s servant, would not be the 
heir God promised. Rather, God made His 
promise all the more clear—Abram’s prom-
ised heir would come from Abram’s seed. 

VERSES 5-6 / God made it abundantly clear 
that Abram’s descendants would multiply 
beyond his wildest dreams. At God’s direc-
tion, Abram stood and looked at the open 
sky full of stars, an unfathomable number. 
The point: God promised Abram would have 
an uncountable number of offspring. 

What, then, was Abram’s response? No 
longer was he overcome by fear and disbe-
lief. Abram believed God. Abram knew that 
God’s word was sure and everything He 
said was true. He believed that God would 
do what He said He would do. 

Abram was not immune from human feel-
ings of fear, disappointment, and unmet 

expectations (see 15:2-3). But Abram 
expressed these feelings to God, and God 
responded with His gracious and clear 
promise. After hearing God’s promise, 
Abram believed, and it was in this faith that 
God then blessed Abram with righteous-
ness. It was not by works that Abram was 
considered righteous, but as we see in the 
New Testament, Abram is the example of 
saving faith in God (Rom. 4:1-5). As such, 
Abram is the father of a much larger family 
than his physical one—he is the father of all 
who believe in Jesus for salvation, in other 
words, the church (Rom. 4:23-25; Gal. 3:29).

VERSE 17 / God’s word was enough to seal 
the promise He made to Abram, yet He 
went one step further and made a cove-
nant with Abram. A covenant was a binding 
legal contract of sorts. Typically it involved 
two parties who both made agreements to 
uphold their end of the covenant. God’s 
covenant with Abram, though, was rather 
strange. Instead of being a two-sided agree-
ment where both parties have something 
on the line, God made an entirely one-sided 
covenant, taking the burden of keeping the 
covenant upon Himself. 

In a vision, Abram saw a “smoking fire 
pot” and “flaming torch” pass through 
two rows of divided animals that he had 
cut and arranged as the Lord requested 
(Gen. 15:9-21). The smoking pot and flam-
ing torch represented God (see Ex. 13:21-22), 
and He alone passed through these divided 
dead animals. This practice was common 
for covenants in Abram’s day. Both parties 
would pass through divided animals, thus 
symbolizing that if either of them did not 
uphold the covenant, they would be like 
these animals—dead. For God to be the only 
party to pass through the animals, He was 
stating to Abram that He would keep His 
word based only on Himself. An astonish-
ing covenant like this shows the serious-
ness and surety of God’s promise to Abram. 
God is the One who is solely responsible in 
this covenant. 
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NOTES

Because we are brought into Abram’s family of faith through Jesus Christ, 
we live as a united people used by God to proclaim the greatest blessing—
salvation—to the world .

Head: 

God is faithful to fulfill His promises to us . We do not need to be 
spectacular people with advanced degrees or extensive knowledge; we do 
not need to have a flawless family; and we do not need to have our lives in 
perfect order . We are simply called to believe that God will uphold His Word 
to us no matter the circumstances (Heb . 10:23) .

How will you address the areas in your life where you are doubting God 
or working to earn your salvation instead of trusting in Jesus?

Heart: 

By faith in God, we can see and trust that He upholds His promise of 
salvation for us . Through many generations of descendants after Abram, 
God brought forth the promised blessing of Jesus . This promised Son lived 
a perfect life, died on a cross bearing the punishment of our sins, and was 
raised to life so that we might be brought into God’s kingdom forever . Like 
Abram, we are called simply to have faith to receive this promised blessing 
of salvation . God has upheld His Word for centuries, demonstrating His 
faithfulness to us even when we are not faithful . We can trust Him with 
our lives, both present and eternal .

When you are tempted to sin and disbelieve God’s character 
and faithfulness to you, how can you remind yourself of God’s 
trustworthiness and eternal commitment to you?

Hands: 

God’s promise to Abram was not just for Abram’s blood descendants . 
Rather, it is for those as numerous as the stars . God’s promise of salvation 
comes to all who have faith, like Abram . These are the true children of 
Abram—they are the ones who believe and trust in the faithful God and in 
His perfect Son . It is remarkable that God offers salvation so freely! All who 
believe in Jesus belong to Him and have a place in His kingdom . No one is 
outside the reach of the gospel . 

Who in your life needs to hear about the promised Savior, Jesus Christ, 
and how will you encourage them to have faith in Him? 

MY RESPONSE 

VOICES from  
CHURCH HISTORY
“ Abraham leaned 
wholly on the promise 
of God and the God 
of the promise. We are 
not saved by making 
promises to God but by 
believing the promises 
of God.” 4 

– Warren Wiersbe 
(1929-2019)
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EXTRA

Point 1: God chooses to work through unlikely people 
(Gen. 11:27-30). 

Commentary

“In Jeremiah (24:5; 25:12; 50:1,8,35,45; 51:24,54) and Ezekiel (1:3; 12:13; 23:15,23), the ‘Chaldeans’ are 
those who live in Babylon and who have taken God’s people into captivity. So it is in harmony 
with the view of these prophets that the author of Genesis already puts Abraham’s call in the 
context of ‘Ur of the Chaldeans,’ drawing a line connecting the call of Abraham (12:1-3) with the 
dispersion of Babylon (11:1-9) and thus making Abraham prefigure all those future exiles who, 
in faith, wait for the return to the Promised Land. In much the same way the prophet Micah 
pictures the remnant who await the return from exile as descendants of Abraham faithfully 
trusting in God’s promise (Mic. 7:18-20).” 5  

Illustration

Genealogies are something of interest to many of us. Think back on the first time you became 
interested in your lineage. Maybe you heard a fascinating story from a grandparent that made 
you want to know more. Maybe you wanted to learn what your last name means and it set 
you on a journey to uncover your ancestral history. Or maybe you took one of the genetics 
tests to learn more about your heritage. We tend to care about our genealogy or ancestry 
because it gives us information about those who went before us and where we are from. This 
deeply personal nature of a genealogy was even more important to those in Abram’s time, 
and remained important in Jesus’ day as well. Both Abram’s and Jesus’ genealogies were 
full of people we would never expect. Abram’s lineage served false gods (Josh. 24:2-3). Jesus’ 
lineage was full of shocking people as well (Matt. 1:1-17). The men and women who made up the 
genealogies of the most important figures in God’s story were ungodly and sinful, and some 
surprisingly were barren and even Gentiles, non-Jews. Through these lineages, we see that God 
does not require perfect people to accomplish His will. Rather, He chooses whomever He wants 
to bring about His plan, even a most unlikely man (1) married to a barren woman and (2) from a 
family that worshiped false gods (Gen. 11-27-30). Even that kind of man is used for God’s glory. 

© 2021 Lifeway Christian Resources



102 Unit 3  /  Session 1  /  A People Promised

EXTRA
Point 2: God promises a new people through Abram 
(Gen. 12:1-3). 

Commentary

“Did God call Abram from Ur or from Haran to leave Mesopotamia for Canaan? According to 
11:31, it was Abram’s father Terah who decided to take his family from Ur in Mesopotamia to 
Canaan, though we are not told why. The context of verses 1-3 suggests that Abram was in Haran 
when God summoned him to Canaan. According to Stephen in Acts 7:2 God appeared to Abram 
in Mesopotamia ‘before he settled in Haran’ and called him to leave for a new land. If God had 
spoken to Abram while Abram was in Ur, this could have been part of Terah’s motive for moving 
his family. God could then have repeated His summons to Abram to proceed to Canaan after his 
father had died in Haran (Gen. 11:32).” 6 

Commentary

“Wherever the call was issued, its substance was the same: he was to leave and to go. He was 
to leave three things—his country, his people, and his father’s household (12:1b). These are the very 
things that give anyone a sense of security but Abram is told to leave them. He is not told 
specifically where he is to go, but is told that his destination will be his inheritance from the 
Lord. He need have no fear or anxiety about where he will end up, for the Lord’s presence will be 
there for him.” 7 

Illustration

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a man who understood the costly nature of obedience to God. He 
looked at the German Reich Church and stood in opposition to their ideology. Bonhoeffer 
rejected the practices of the Nazi Regime, and this eventually cost him his life. In his book 
Discipleship, he wrote about the costs of obedience to Jesus—clearly a topic he took seriously in 
his own life. He wrote: 

“Whenever Christ calls us, his call leads us to death. Whether we, like the first disciples, 
must leave house and vocation to follow him, or whether, with Luther, we leave the 
monastery for a secular vocation, in both cases the same death awaits us, namely, death in 
Jesus Christ, the death of our old self caused by the call of Jesus.” 8  

All through the Bible, and for centuries after, God calls men and women to obedience. For all 
of them, and for all of us, this is a call to die. Abram faced this same call to give up all that he 
knew to follow God’s call. It cost him everything. Though Abram did not yet know the name of 
Jesus, he knew that Yahweh, the Lord Most High, was asking for obedience. He believed God was 
trustworthy, and though all the specifics of what it would cost for Abram to follow God were not 
laid out, he obeyed. If you are a follower of Jesus, He has called you to obey Him. Obedience to 
God will always be full of sacrifice. This is not because God is unloving but because He knows 
what is best and knows what is good. God demands full allegiance, and in turn, He promises the 
blessing of salvation and eternal life with Him. A promise like that is worth everything we have, 
even our very lives. 
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Point 3: God uses imperfect people (Gen. 15:1-6,17). 

Commentary

“Abram’s complaints show that a person of faith at times feels keen disappointment and 
frustration. Nevertheless, such a person is not afraid to express that feeling to God. On hearing 
God’s answer, Abram had to decide whether to continue to exercise faith or not. Now as then, 
God often demands that one maintain faith in the face of improbable circumstances in which 
belief appears ridiculous. Such was Abram’s experience. If he had told one of his Canaanite 
neighbors about God’s promise, his words would have sounded incredible. Nevertheless, God 
wanted him to believe the promise despite the physical improbabilities of its being fulfilled.” 9  

Illustration

“God reiterates and specifies his promise. The heir will not simply be a legal heir, he will be the 
offspring of Abram’s own flesh (which of course is the heart cry of anyone from a tribal society). 
Moreover, through this child Abram’s descendants will be as numerous as the stars of the night 
sky. I first traveled to Israel in the winter of 1992. My entire experience from start to finish could 
be summarized in a line from an old John Denver song, ‘coming home to a place I’d never been 
before.’ I loved every hour of it. But the hour I loved the best was somewhere around 4:00 am, 
halfway up Mount Sinai. The goal of the hike was to reach the summit for sunrise. Being more 
than eager, I forged ahead of my group with a few friends. While trying to navigate a place 
where the path was particularly steep and narrow (and in the dark and ice a bit frightening), 
we stopped to look behind us. And what a sight we saw. There, high above the plain, without 
another human in sight or earshot, we saw the desert sky. I’d never been in a desert at 4:00 am 
before, so I didn’t know that without streetlights and car lights the sky looks as though it is 
encrusted with diamonds. I didn’t know that when you are perched on the side of a mountain it 
seems as though you can reach out and touch them. I didn’t know. Now I can’t read Genesis 15:5 
without picturing that night sky in the southern reaches of the Sinai: ‘Count the stars, Abram, if 
you can … So shall your descendants be.’ It is particularly interesting to us New Testament types 
that the narrator resolves the tension in Genesis 15 between Yahweh’s promise and Abram’s 
unbelief by the concluding phrase: ‘Then he [Abram] believed in the Lord; and He reckoned it 
to him as righteousness.’ Because when we turn our eyes to the New Testament we find that 
in Galatians 3:1-9 Paul states that what was asked of Abram is exactly what is asked of new 
covenant believers as well. Hmm … maybe this old and new covenant thing is not as drastically 
different as I once thought.” 10 
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