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Evil 2 Kings 20-21 

The LORD said through his servants the prophets, “Manasseh king of Judah has committed 
these detestable sins. He has done more evil than the Amorites who preceded him and has 
led Judah into sin with his idols. Therefore this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I 
am going to bring such disaster on Jerusalem and Judah that the ears of everyone who 
hears of it will tingle.” 2 Kings 21:10-12 

Manasseh did so much evil. He filled Jerusalem with the blood of innocent men. Many 
believe this refers to him slaughtering righteous men and killing prophets daily, as affirmed 
by Josephus. God’s patience has run thin. This evil must not go unpunished. The depth of 
this vile corruption is hard to read. To consider that a nation set apart for the worship of a 
great and compassionate and good God would allow itself to fall into worship of evil is 
amazing. This man is capable of deep evil. He places extremely offensive items of worship 
to false gods in the temple of God. He sacrifices his son. Manasseh led the people to be 
worse than the people God had destroyed before them (21:9). God is provoked to 
judgment. The fate of Judah is sealed. My heart aches when I read this. My heart aches for 
God. His love is unrequited. His patience is stretched and He is moved to action. I must 
keep myself free of evil. I must be responding to the love that is expressed to me so that I 
never cause my God to think that I do not love Him. 

Dear Lord, search my heart and know of my love for You. Keep me from all evil in my life 
and cause me to be leading others to follow You so that they do not turn away from the 
One who loves them. Amen. 

Confirming 2 Kings 22-23 

The king stood by the pillar and renewed the covenant in the presence of the LORD—
to follow the LORD and keep his commands, regulations and decrees with all his heart 
and all his soul, thus confirming the words of the covenant written in this book. Then 
all the people pledged themselves to the covenant. 2 Kings 23:3 

Josiah is impacted by the words of the Book of the Law (22:11). He repents and begins 
to seek the meaning of what has been read. When he is told, he begins to obey all that 
is written as he understands it. That begins with the reading and the renewal of the 
covenant from the nation’s side. Josiah confirms the words read and the people pledge 
themselves anew to the covenant. It becomes very clear in the reading of this chapter 
that Josiah is serious about his commitment for himself and his people. He removes 
everything he can find that has any form of false worship. His repentance leads to 
action that sets him apart as being a king like no other, in the way that he turned to 
the LORD (23:25)—with all his heart, soul, and strength (see Deuteronomy 6:5 and 
Matthew 22:37). His actions to keep the words of the LORD confirmed that His heart 
was truly turned to God and God alone. I long to be like Josiah—that it could be said 
of me that my actions confirm the truth that I love the LORD 
with all my heart soul and strength. 

Lord, only You can make this true in my life. You know my heart 
LORD—You know I love You. Give me the strength to 
confirm it with every one of my actions. Amen. 
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Gracious 2 Kings 12-13 

But the LORD was gracious to them and had compassion and showed concern for them 
because of his covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. To this day he has been unwilling 
to destroy them or banish them from his presence. 2 Kings 13:23 

God is indeed faithful to His promises and His covenants. Just as grace is extended to 
Judah because of David (8:19), grace is extended to Israel because of Abraham (13:23). 
God has compassion toward the nation he has chosen as His own. It is clear that He loves 
them. But what is even more clear is that He will maintain His promise. He is unwilling to 
destroy them or banish them. He has a plan for all of Israel and even though they are at 
this time divided, in God’s eyes they are not. God’s grace toward Israel is illustrated in the 
account of the dead man hurriedly thrown into the tomb of Elisha (13:21). Just as the man 
was thrown into the tomb, so Israel will be unwillingly thrown into exile by God in His 
righteous judgment. And yet, just as the man who touched the bones of the prophet was 
brought to life, so Israel will be brought back as they maintain contact with the prophets 
and move into obedience. Death can be followed by resurrection because God’s love is 
strong enough to overcome death, whether it be the death of a person or the death of a 
people thrown into exile. God’s grace is amazing as He remembers His covenants. I am 
under the new covenant and I see that in Jesus I am brought to life from my death in sin 
(Ephesian 2:1, KJV). 

Monday,  November  2 ,  2015  

Tuesday,  November  3 ,  2015  
Fulfilled 2 Kings 14-15 

So the word of the LORD spoken to Jehu was fulfilled: “Your descendants will sit on the 
throne of Israel to the fourth generation.” 2 Kings 15:12 

God had spoken to Jehu and told him that he would have a descendant on his throne for 
four generations. Zechariah the king was the one who would be the last and his reign was 
not very long. God is true to His promises. I can’t help but wonder if Zechariah had any 
clue that he was the last of the kings in the line of Jehu, his great-grandfather. Did he know 
what Jehu had done? Was he aware? Will my great-grandchildren be aware of what I have 
done in my life? Am I careful to consider the legacy that I am leaving behind? Am I 
tempted to step into shortsightedness and, in so doing, lose perspective on my purpose? Do 
I consider the legacy that has been handed down to me? God fulfills His word. What are 
the words of God that impact my thoughts and attitudes? In the accounts of the kings, it is 
only fitting to stop and consider how my decisions and my life will impact the generations 
to come. Will I take the intentional steps needed to tear down the high places, realizing 
that for me the high places are any places that draw me from intimate and exclusive 
worship of Almighty God, as He has declared it should be? 

Dear God, help me reflect often on the footprint I am leaving. May all those who follow me 
be able to see true worship of You in spirit and in truth in my life. May I not allow myself to 
be involved in anything that would dishonor Your name or Your fame. May I be telling of 
Your greatness often and may my story declare Your glory. Amen. 

Monday,  Ju ly  18 ,  2016  

Tuesday,  Ju ly  19 ,  2016  

Worship 2 Kings 16-17 

All this took place because the Israelites had sinned against the LORD their God, who 
had brought them up out of Egypt from under the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 
They worshiped other gods, and followed the practices of the nations the LORD had 
driven out before them, as well as the practices that the kings of Israel had introduced. 
 2 Kings 17:7-8 

God heard the cry of the Israelites and brought them out of Egypt so that they could 
worship Him (Exodus 7:16; 8:1,20; 9:1,13; 10:3). This is a people that He loves. His 
love is extended toward them so that they can in return extend love toward Him. In 
essence, that is worship. Yet in this verse the word translated as worship actually refers 
to fear of the LORD. The Israelites chose to worship (or fear, be in awe of) everything 
above God. They chose to worship other gods and follow the other nations in adoring 
what they feared. They chose to follow detestable practices that other worship 
required, even to the point of offering their children on the altar as sacrifices. God 
throws the Northern Kingdom into exile. Assyria has come and has scattered the 
people of Samaria and has repopulated the land with people from other nations. God 
has rescued me. He has heard my cry and He has released me from the prison of sin 
that held me in captivity. He has set me free from my captivity through Jesus Christ so 
that I may now worship Him and Him alone. I must not—I must not—allow anything 
or anyone else to capture my heart. I am His alone. He is my Redeemer! 

Dear God, Thank You for loving me! Thank You for setting me free from all my sin and 
my captivity. You have won my heart and I adore You. Amen. 

Wednesday,  November  4 ,  2015  

Thursday,  November  5 ,  2015  

Wednesday,  Ju ly  20 ,  2016  

Thursday,  Ju ly  21 ,  2016  
So that 2 Kings 18-19 

Hezekiah comes as a king like no other (18:5). He trusts the LORD. This prayer 
reveals that to be true. Assyria is ready to overthrow Jerusalem. There is no way that 
Jerusalem can stand on its own. Sennacherib knows that and so does Hezekiah. But 
Sennacherib makes a grave mistake. It is the same mistake made by each person who 
does not recognize the sovereignty of God. He thought that he had gained all of his 
victories, not seeing that it had been God who had allowed it (19:25). Hezekiah calls 
on the LORD and in his prayer declares that Sennacherib is speaking truth. He has 
indeed overthrown the gods of the other nations, but he then calls on the LORD to 
give victory so that everyone everywhere may know that God is God. He is not at all 
like the other gods who do not live. He is the Living God who is over all there is. I 
must often ask God to defeat the enemies in my life so that He can be seen in me! 

Dear God, help me remember that You alone are God and that You are greater than 
any enemy that comes against me. Deliver me so that all may know that You are God. 
Amen. 


