
F r iday,  June 24 ,  2016  
If only 2 Samuel 18-19 

The king was shaken. He went up to the room over the gateway and wept. As he 
went, he said: “O my son Absalom! My son, my son Absalom! If only I had died 
instead of you—O Absalom, my son, my son!”  2 Samuel 18:33 

Absalom is the third son of David to die. David’s own words are coming true. When 
confronted by Nathan, David decreed that the lamb must be paid for four times over 
(12:6). David mourns deeply for his son. He knows that in part, this is the 
consequence of his own sin and pride. Remember that Nathan said David would not 
die for his sin, yet his sons are. While there was relief in knowing that he had been 
forgiven by God, David also experienced the pain that came from knowing his sin had 
far-reaching implications on others. I believe that within this cry of pain, “If only,” 
remains the lingering thought of “If only God had taken me instead of you because of 
my sin.” The pain is deep. There was really no way there could be a celebration for 
this victory. The nation chosen by God warring with each other cannot bring 
celebration for either side. David will make his way back to Jerusalem with the 
heaviness of grief. I must remember that my sin is not private, even though I am 
tempted to think that it is. I must do all I can to live my life in such a way that “If only” 
does not have to be on my lips. I must dwell in and with my God so that He 
permeates my words and my thoughts so that I may honor him at all times. 

Dear Lord, keep me from the darkness of regret. Remind me that the best way to avoid 
the pain regret brings is to walk closely with You every moment of my life. Amen. 

Sought 2 Samuel 20-21 

During the reign of David, there was a famine for three successive years; so David 
sought the face of the LORD. The LORD said, “It is on account of Saul and his blood-
stained house; it is because he put the Gibeonites to death.” 2 Samuel 21:1  

After the famine was going on for three years, David sought the face of the LORD. I 
wonder if he waited that long for any special reason. When he did seek the LORD he 
was told that it was because of Saul’s doings against the Gibeonites. The Gibeonites 
had a treaty with Israel (Joshua 9:16) that they had gained through trickery and deceit. 
Yet God viewed it as binding and Saul had not honored it. He put Gibeonites to death 
and so God brought the drought so that they could be avenged. Seven men from the 
line of Saul must be given over for execution. They are. The wrath of God is appeased 
and he answers the prayers on behalf of the land. How do I go about seeking the face 
of the LORD? I have the Word of God preserved for me so that God may speak to me 
through the powerful words on its pages, as the Holy Spirit illuminates the words and 
the meaning. Am I quick to seek the LORD or do I look to other sources and places 
before I go to His Word? When God reveals His will, am I quick to obey, no matter 
the cost? 

Lord, Help me seek Your face and Your will in all that I do. Keep 
me in Your Word. May Your Word dwell in me and may it guide 
me in each step. Help me be quick to obey. Amen. 

Saturday,  June 25 ,  2016  
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Displeased 2 Samuel 10-11 

“But the thing David had done displeased the LORD.” 2 Samuel 11:27b 

God makes it possible for us to know David well. The Bible has preserved much of 
David’s life story for us. There are many victories and many defeats. David is a man 
who loves the LORD deeply and recognizes well God’s presence and touch upon his 
life. He is a man who has written poems and songs to the LORD. He has danced 
before the LORD. He has declared the majesty of the LORD to his whole kingdom. 
He has stood as a beacon for the LORD, as the LORD has again and again gone 
before him and defeated his enemies. God has spared his life. God has anointed him 
king and given him an eternal and everlasting covenant. God has bestowed him with 
riches beyond compare. David has it all, and he knows that it has come from God. 
But he is still a man, and a man is rarely, if ever, content with all he has. The sin 
nature will always lust for more. Jealousy will cause the person to desire the blessings 
others have received. The man after God’s own heart has succumbed to the sin 
nature. The results are devastating and the consequences will be severe. God will 
forgive the man, but the thing David did displeased the LORD. I think about all the 
things that the LORD has given me. I have riches beyond compare in glory that are 
being held for me. I have eternal life in the presence of my God. I have been given 
everything I could ever need, yet so many times it is not enough and the thing I do 
displeases God. 

Monday,  November  2 ,  2015  

Tuesday,  November  3 ,  2015  
Taken away 2 Samuel 12-13 

Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” Nathan replied, “The 
LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. 2 Samuel 12:13 

David feels the conviction of the LORD through Nathan. It has not really been a 
secret, but apparently no one else has spoken of this to the king. No one else has 
come to confront him with the truth. He had convinced himself that it was hidden but 
it was not. Nothing is hidden from God. David knew that he had sinned. He was fully 
aware. I am quite sure that the hand of God had been pressing on him. Psalm 51 
makes that clear. David knew that his sin was not primarily against Bathsheba or 
Uriah, but it was against God. All sin is against God—all sin. Sin rightfully earns 
God’s wrath and judgment. Because all sin is against God, only God can ultimately 
forgive and only God can take away the punishment of death that sin earns. There will 
be consequences—which will become apparent as David’s story unfolds—but sin is 
taken away. I must regularly repent and agree with the LORD that I have indeed 
sinned against Him, and that I am in desperate need of a Savior. That Savior is Jesus. 
Because of the sacrifice of Jesus, my sin can be taken away and I will not die. I live 
because of Christ. I live in the consequences of my sin, but I live free of the sin, guilt, 
and shame. I do not deserve this amazing grace and forgiveness. It is truly a gift. 

Dear God, thank You for the gift of forgiveness. My sin weighs me down with guilt and 
shame and yet I do not easily repent. Stir in my heart a constant longing to live in the 
light of the freedom that Jesus secured for me. Amen. 

Monday,  June 20 ,  2016  

Tuesday,  June 21 ,  2016  

Ready 2 Samuel 14-15 

Then the king said to Zadok, “Take the ark of God back into the city. If I find favor in the 
LORD'S eyes, he will bring me back and let me see it and his dwelling place again. But if 
he says, ‘I am not pleased with you,’ then I am ready; let him do to me whatever seems 
good to him. 2 Samuel 15:25-26 

Once again, David relinquishes himself to the will of the LORD. When he is faced with the 
news that Absalom has gained a following, he flees. It may be that he knows this is the 
word of Nathan coming true (12:11) and so resigns himself to the will of God. He does not 
wish to see the people of the city of Jerusalem put to the sword. In the midst of fleeing, he 
stops and urges the priests to take the ark back to Jerusalem. In the statement that he makes 
to Zadok, he makes it clear that he is ready to accept the will of God in his life—whatever 
that may be. Fleeing is not new to David. He has done this before, but the previous times 
he was certain that God was pleased with him and that He was going with and before him. 
This time, it appears that David is somehow less certain. But perhaps it is just that now 
David knows God differently and does not presume upon Him. He knows the 
consequences of his sin and he is ready to praise the LORD even as he lives in those 
rightful consequences. I must be ready to do the same. God is right in His judgment and 
grace. I have surely earned consequences from my actions. I am ready for Him to do 
whatever seems good to Him. 

Dear God, I am ready to accept whatever seems good to You. I am Your servant. I know 
what my sins have earned and I trust in what Your grace will provide. Amen. 

Wednesday,  November  4 ,  2015  

Thursday,  November  5 ,  2015  

Wednesday,  June 22 ,  2016  

Thursday,  June 23 ,  2016  
Curse 2 Samuel 16-17 

But the king said, “What do you and I have in common, you sons of Zeruiah? If he is 
cursing because the LORD said to him, ‘Curse David,’ who can ask, ‘Why do you do 
this?’” 2 Samuel 16:10 

Saul has not been forgotten. As Absalom seeks to overthrow the throne and take what 
has not been given to him (the crown), a man from the same clan as Saul brings curses 
and false accusations upon David. David waited patiently and remained loyal to 
God’s anointed king—something Absalom was not interested in doing. While those 
with David could not understand why David would not bring an end to the cursing, 
David took the opportunity to teach exactly what loyalty involved. Ultimately, David 
was not loyal to Saul but to God beyond Saul. He was loyal to Saul because Saul was 
God’s anointed. The accusations of Shimei are untrue and his curse was unfounded. 
Yet David allowed for the fact that Shimei may be acting as an agent of God. David 
endured this relentless onslaught of suffering in hopes that God would see his distress 
and bring good to him. What happens to me is of far less importance than how I 
handle what happens to me. I live in a fallen world where my actions will be 
misunderstood and I will be cursed at times and in some ways. Am I able to trust in 
the truth that God sees my distress and will work it out for His good? 

Dear God, how are You working in my life? Sometimes it feels so unfair and 
uncomfortable—especially when I am misunderstood. Help me trust in You beyond 
my situation and circumstance so that You will receive glory. Amen. 


