
F r iday,  May 27 ,  2016  
Favor 1 Samuel 1-2 

“But Samuel was ministering before the LORD—a boy wearing a linen ephod.” 

“Meanwhile, the boy Samuel grew up in the presence of the LORD.” 

“And the boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor with the LORD and 
with men.” 
 1Samuel 2:18, 21b, 26 

Hannah’s boy has been given and dedicated to the LORD. He is growing up in the 
presence of the LORD. This is a significant sentence in the context of the chapter, 
since most of what is talked about is the sinful example of Eli’s sons. Samuel is 
ministering before the LORD while the sons of Eli are treating the offerings of the 
LORD with contempt. Samuel had been prayed for earnestly and conceived 
miraculously. Hannah was a parent who kept her vow to present this boy to the 
LORD. The LORD would then take the offering of that child and Samuel would 
become a mighty man of faith and an example. He grew in stature and in favor with 
the LORD and with men. While the surroundings that Samuel grew up in could have 
easily led him from the LORD, the dedication of Hannah and the faithfulness of God 
shaped and formed the heart of this great priest. I must look to have my heart always 
shaped by the LORD by being constantly aware of His presence in my life. 

Dear Father, thank you for the example of Your faithfulness in the life of Samuel. Help 
me to remain aware of Your presence and Your power. Keep me in awe of You. Amen  

Worship 1 Samuel 3-4 

“Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been 
revealed to him.” The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, 
“Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 
 1 Samuel 3:7, 10 

Samuel has been in the presence of the LORD and yet has not known the LORD. The 
first verse of the chapter may help us understand why, “In those days, the word of the 
LORD was rare.” So when Samuel heard the LORD, he did not know Him. But then, 
at Eli’s instruction, Samuel asked God to speak to him because he was a servant. I 
remember the time in my life before I knew the LORD. I was raised in His presence by 
good parents in a good church, but I did not yet know Him for myself. And then God 
called to me! I turned to Him and gave Him my life and my love. My life changed and 
now I have His word. The only way that God will speak rarely now is if I do not open 
the Bible, for He speaks through the Bible all the time. This is worship. God speaking 
to me through His Word and me speaking to Him in response. Speak to me, LORD! 
Your servant is listening. I worship and adore You. 

O Lord, thank You for speaking to me. Thank You for calling to 
me. Thank You for saving me. Thank You for allowing me to 
worship You. You have my heart. It is Yours. I am Your servant, 
willing to serve You. Amen 
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Idols Judges 18-19 

Monday,  November  2 ,  2015  

Tuesday,  November  3 ,  2015  
No king Judges 20-21 

“In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit.” Judges 21:25 

These final chapters of Judges leave me feeling empty and hollow for the people in 
this account. Hosea mentions this as deep corruption (Hosea 9:9). There seem to be 
no words to appropriately respond to this account of horrific sin by people who are 
chosen by God to be a light in the world. There is no king. Men are doing what men 
do when they reason for themselves and discard and disregard God. God is not sought 
for direction and surely these are not His directions for His people. These chapters are 
a reminder of the depth of depravity in human hearts and minds. 

Israel had no king. As God the Holy Spirit inspired these words to be written and 
preserved, He knew that Israel had—and has—a King. God is the King; He is the 
perfect King for His people. But they did not recognize Him and therefore did not 
have Him as their King. No recognized king allows a person to do whatever he or she 
wants. 

I have a King. Jesus is my King. He is my authority and I no longer do as I see fit. In 
these days, when many have no king, I must tell them of a King who loves them and 
longs for them to know that not following Him causes us pain. 

Monday,  May 23 ,  2016  

Tuesday,  May 24 ,  2016  

Commitment Ruth 1-2 

Wednesday,  November  4 ,  2015  

Thursday,  November  5 ,  2015  

Wednesday,  May 25  2016  

Thursday,  May 26 ,  2016  
Kindness Ruth 3-4 

“The LORD bless you, my daughter,” he replied. “This kindness is greater than that 
which you showed earlier: You have not run after the younger men, whether rich or 
poor.” Ruth 3:10 

Ruth’s selflessness continues as she learns the customs of a new culture. She is 
requesting marriage from Boaz, who apparently does not see himself as the best 
choice for her. He sees her request as a kindness. In Boaz, I sense a man with a 
humble spirit and a pure heart. He prays a blessing over Ruth. I don’t think there is 
any way that he could have known how God would choose to fulfill this prayer. Ruth 
will become the great grandmother of David, a man after God’s own heart. The 
kindness and selflessness of Ruth reveal to me that she was a woman after God’s 
heart. It causes me to wonder about Obed and how he led his life, being raised by a 
mom who was kind and selfless and a dad who was generous and humble. What 
impact did that have on David’s life? The Bible does not tell us, but he was a boy who 
loved to write and sing psalms to his LORD. Truly, the LORD blessed Ruth—and all of 
us—through her commitment and her sacrifice. 

Dear LORD, help me to let kindness overtake my heart first and then my actions. 
Please help me to be humble and generous. Help me impact each person that comes 
into my life for You. Help me be ready to speak a blessing over the people You have 
entrusted to my care. Amen 


