
F r iday,  Apr i l  22 ,  2016  

Worship  Deuteronomy 26-27 

“You have declared this day that the LORD is your God and that you will walk in his 
ways, that you will keep his decrees, commands and laws, and that you will obey him. 
And the LORD has declared this day that you are his people, his treasured possession 
as he promised, and that you are to keep all his commands. He has declared that he 
will set you in praise, fame and honor high above all the nations he has made and that 
you will be a people holy to the LORD your God, as he promised.” 
 Deuteronomy 26:17-19 

Here is a picture of worship. Once again, the people are declaring their allegiance to 
God and, once again, He affirms His love for His treasured possession. This is as it 
should be. In this moment, there is a special commitment being made by the people 
of Israel. I believe that it is sincere and true. There is great love for God and great 
resolve to live for Him and follow His commands, so as to be a people holy and set 
aside for Him. As I come to worship God, I must remember that it begins with Him. 
My obedience to Him is what lets the world see that I have been set apart by Him for 
Him. All I have is His and He is mine. Amen. 

O Lord, if only my declarations were as flawless as Yours are. 
Help the words of my mouth to declare the depth of my heart.  
I worship You, O LORD, my God. Amen 
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Remember Deuteronomy 16-17 

“... so that all the days of your life you may remember the time of your departure from 
Egypt.” Deuteronomy 16:3b 

As Moses tells this next generation about God’s laws and reviews for them the truths 
that God has spoken to him, he reminds them of the Passover, among other things. I 
think of how the Passover has carried such significance in the Jewish community for 
so long. I consider that it is still observed today—each year—on the anniversary of the 
liberation from Egypt. It is a constant reminder that they were set free from captivity by 
God. He set them free miraculously. In the process, he gave them a tangible reminder 
that has helped them remember for 3500 years!! I think that is amazing. Moses 
challenges them to remember the time of their departure so that they will remember 
that it was God’s hand that brought them out of their captivity. Each year celebrates 
that. Jesus took the bread and the cup of the Passover and, on the night of the Last 
Supper, He spoke of the New Covenant in His blood, the covenant promised, 
whereby God would set me—and all who will believe—free. When I take 
communion, I remember that Jesus died to set me free. I remember the time of my 
departure, the time when the Holy Spirit reached into my heart and brought me to 
life—new life in Christ. I am no longer held bondage in my sin debt, shame and guilt. 
I have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. Hallelujah. God saves. 
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When Deuteronomy 20-21 

“When you go to war against your enemies and see horses and chariots and an army 
greater than yours, do not be afraid of them, because the LORD your God, who brought 
you up out of Egypt will be with you. For the LORD your God is the one who goes with 
you to fight for you against your enemies to give you victory.” 
 Deuteronomy 20:1 & 4 

“When you go to war… ” It is inevitable for the Israelites. They will be going to war to take 
possession of the land that has been promised. They will be going to war against enemies 
that will have armies that appear to be of greater strength than their own. Israel will appear 
to be the underdog. But they are not. God is the One who will fight for them against their 
enemies. David writes, years later, in Psalm 20:7, “Some trust in chariots and some trust in 
horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God.” Moses reminds the people of 
Israel that the battle is won, because the battle is the LORD’s. But they needed to depend 
on Him and not on themselves. In their own power, they would be defeated. With God, 
they would be victorious! I must understand and apply this yet again to my life. I will go to 
war against the sin that wages battle against my soul (1 Peter 2:11). I must constantly 
remember that the One who rescued me from sin will also fight for me against my desire to 
sin. I must trust in His strength within me to give me the power to stand against my 
enemies—the sinful desires within me. 

Dear God, please let me see all the ways that You are fighting for me. When the enemy 
looks so powerful, let me not be defeated by my fear, help me see Your strength. Amen. 
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