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Must not  Deuteronomy 12-13  

You must not worship the LORD your God in their way, because in worshiping their 
gods, they do all kinds of detestable things the LORD hates. They even burn their sons 
and daughters in the fire as sacrifices to their gods. Deuteronomy 12:31 

God is being very clear through Moses here. When they enter the new land, they will 
be tempted to worship God in the way that the people in the land worship false gods. 
They must be very careful not to do that because false worship involves detestable 
activity. God looks forward and sees that some will even burn their sons and 
daughters as sacrifices. God determines how He will be worshiped. He is making it 
clear to them, as He gives the Law, how He is to be worshiped and how sacrifices are 
to be made. He gives them details as to when and where as well. There is no 
ambiguity. Yet, given to themselves, the people will define for themselves how and 
when and where to worship God. It is no different for me. I must consider the ways 
that the culture has shaped how and when and where I feel I can worship God. How 
much is my worship shaped by my preferences and my thoughts as opposed to God’s 
heart? Do I see that some of these can be detestable practices? While I live in a period 
of grace because of the cross, it is not a period of license. My sacrifice to the Lord 
must come from a pure heart, worshiping Him in spirit and in truth. 

Dear God, please help me to keep my worship pure before You. May I not expect You 
to conform to my idea of worship and my preferences, but to consider Yours. Amen. 

Worship  Deuteronomy 14-15 

Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields produce each year. Eat the tithe of 
your grain, new wine and oil, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks in the 
presence of the LORD your God at the place he will choose as a dwelling for his 
Name, so that you may learn to revere the LORD your God always.   
 Deuteronomy 14:22-23 

Even in the giving of the tithe, there was to be community and worship in the way that 
God designed. A tithe would have represented a tenth. So we see that there is really 
no way that a person could have eaten their full tenth. What that meant was that the 
tenth would be brought and there would be a celebration—a festival of sorts—and 
there would be great community and praise and recognition of the provision of God. 
There would be “leftovers” that would then be entrusted to the priests for the serving 
of the poor and the care of the tabernacle. The giving of the tithe was a time of great 
worship that carried with it a great sense of anticipation—not only of the joy of 
generous giving, but of the joy of fellowship as well. I can learn well from this how 
my heart should be shaped toward seeing my tithe given as a time of sweet worship to 
the LORD, anticipating the ways the abundance entrusted to me 
will be of benefit to the work of the LORD. 

O Lord, help me set aside with great anticipation my tithe for 
You and to come ready to see how You use my 
obedience to advance Your kingdom. Amen 
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Careful  Deuteronomy 4-5 

“Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things 
your eyes have seen or let them slip from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to 
your children and to their children after them.” Deuteronomy 4:9 

Moses—the man of God—is speaking to the next generation. I try to picture the 
gathering as he speaks. Hundreds of thousands of people listening to these words, 
through Moses, from God for His people. These are words of love. These are the 
words of a good Father to His children. Be careful. I think of how many times I have 
said that to my kids. I read 5:28-29 and I hear the heart behind the giving of these 
special laws. They are not restrictive, they are liberating. They allow for the most 
abundant living. God loves this people. He loves this nation He has established. He 
longs for them to experience the joy of His presence and having that joy win the 
hearts of all men and women in all the nations—for all generations to come. To 
experience that joy requires being careful. Careful to watch and not forget and to 
teach the next generation. Teach the next generation the love of the Father, displayed 
in His rules, planted deeply in the heart. I must see this for myself and the church. We 
must watch ourselves closely and let the truth of our Loving Father’s words change 
our hearts. We must be careful not to let them slip away as long as we live. We must 
teach them by example to our children and our grandchildren so the world can see 
our loving Father’s goodness. 

Dear LORD, help me be careful to keep Your truth in my heart and on my lips. Amen 

Monday,  November  2 ,  2015  

Tuesday,  November  3 ,  2015  
Treasured possession  Deuteronomy 6-7 

“For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen 
you out of all peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured 
possession.” Deuteronomy 7:6 

Moses goes on to remind the people it was not anything about them that was so 
special that caused the LORD to choose them. Rather, it was God’s choice to love 
them for the sake of their ancestors and His promise. These people are for Him a 
treasured possession. He cares for them as a Father—deeply concerned, watching 
over them, and meeting their needs. He has chosen them out from among all peoples 
to bestow His love upon them. It just seems they never grasp this truth as a nation. 
Individuals do, but not the whole. Because of the misunderstanding, they reject the 
love extended. Instead of living in loving response to the One who cherishes them, 
they live in captivity to the one who despises them. God speaks through Moses to give 
them assurance that they can rest in the provision and protection of the One who sees 
them as a treasured possession. I need to see this as well. As an adopted child of God, 
because of the sacrifice of Jesus applied to my life, I am grafted in to this people who 
are treasured by God. So, I am treasured as well. What difference does it make in my 
life to realize that God sees me as His treasured possession? Does it cause me to 
dance in His love and the freedom that love secures for me? 

Monday,  Apr i l  11 ,  2016  

Tuesday,  Apr i l  12 ,  2016  

Every word  Deuteronomy 8-9 

“He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which 
neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread 
alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD.” 
 Deuteronomy 8:3 

Moses is telling these people over and over not to forget the LORD and all that He has 
done and all that He promises to do. He is telling them the very things that God had 
told him. He is repeating and repeating and repeating, again and again and again. 
Over and over he says, “remember.” Over and over he says, “do not forget.” In the 
retelling of the account of the liberation from Egypt, there are multiple places to 
remember and not forget the provision of the LORD. He even made them hungry so 
that they would be humbled before Him. God opposes the proud, but gives grace to 
the humble. The grace that He gave as they were humbled before Him was the truth 
of the teaching beyond the bread. He was not only meeting their immediate need, He 
was meeting their future need. Once humbled, they could hear Him speak. A proud 
person will resist the word of the LORD. A humble person will cling to every word 
that comes form the LORD, realizing it is the source of power and sufficiency to stand 
strong for Him. Of course, Jesus will use this verse to resist the devil. So can I. I must 
cling humbly to every word that comes from the Father. 

Father, help me cling to Your every word as my sufficiency and need. Amen. 

Wednesday,  November  4 ,  2015  

Thursday,  November  5 ,  2015  
Ask  Deuteronomy 10-11 

And now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the LORD 
your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul, and to observe the LORD’s commands and decrees 
that I am giving you today for your own good? Deuteronomy 10:12 

What does God ask from Israel in response to His loving them as a treasured 
possession? Complete devotion. He could easily make them do these things. He could 
force Himself upon them. But He does not. He asks. He asks that they would choose 
that which is best for them over that which will hurt them. He asks them to love Him. 
He asks them to serve Him—with all their heart and soul, in other words, with 
everything they have, making every effort to align themselves with His word and His 
commands. God knows that these things are for the good of His treasured possession. 
So He presents them the choice. I think of Adam walking with God in the garden as I 
read of God asking His people to walk in His ways. I read Micah 6:8 where God asks 
people to walk humbly with their God. To walk in the ways of the LORD is to walk 
with Him in humility, obedience, and love. It is to give my heart and soul over to 
serving Him and then serving others for Him. Really, when I think about it, God 
doesn’t ask all that much of me. He just asks that I love Him the way He loves me. 
Why is that so hard sometimes? 

Dear Father, how good You are to me, so loving and so kind. You ask so little and I 
respond with even less. I love You. You have won my heart. You have my soul. Amen 

Wednesday,  Apr i l  13 ,  2016  

Thursday,  Apr i l  14 ,  2016  


