
F r iday,  Apr i l  8 ,  2016  
Words  Numbers 36-Deuteronomy 1  

“These are the words Moses spoke to all Israel in the desert east of the Jordan—that is, 
in the Arabah—opposite Suph, between Paran and Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth and 
Dizahab” Deuteronomy 1:1 

The oldest title of this book can be translated as “The repetition of the Torah”. But for 
some, the book is called Devarim, translated as simply “Words”. These are the final 
words of Moses as he calls the next generation together to remind them of what had 
transpired and a reminder for themselves of what God had said. There must have been 
a great sense of anticipation as they listened to the only leader many of them had ever 
known tell them about God and His Law once again. They were getting ready to take 
possession of the Promised Land! Finally! A trip of forty years has reached its goal. 
The first words of Moses remind them that this trip could have taken 11 days. He also 
reminded them—yet again—of exactly what it was that caused the delay. It is 
important for them to hear this. They would need the reminder—often. I try to place 
myself in the crowd, straining to hear Moses once again remind me that I must have 
faith that God will take me to the place He has prepared for me, if I am ready to move 
with Him in complete obedience. In some ways it is the same for me today. Do I 
anticipate excitedly the victories that God can give me in every aspect of my life? 

Dear God, reminders are so important—positive and negative. Help me live in both as 
I move ahead to take control of that for which You have taken control of me! Amen.  

 

Worship  Deuteronomy 2-3 

“The LORD your God has blessed you in all the work of your hands. He has watched 
over your journey through this vast desert. These forty years the LORD your God has 
been with you, and you have not lacked anything.”           Deuteronomy 2:7 

In the retelling, Moses reminds the people of the faithfulness of God. They have not 
lacked anything. That is such a big statement. Here is a group of as many as two 
million people traveling in tents through a desert and Moses says that they did not 
lack anything. That is a God who provides. They had food each day—until it came 
out their ears. They had the presence of God in their midst leading them each step of 
the way. We are not told all that God provided, but we are told it was all they needed. 
In telling the story, it would be easy to focus on the negative, but Moses reminds them 
of the positive. Even when the people did not trust the LORD, He still continued to 
provide—for the whole community. This was not about individual needs, rather how 
God met and meets the corporate needs. They could worship Him for that! I need to 
be ready to worship God in all that He is for all that He provides. He has given me life 
and I lack for nothing! 

O Lord, You are so utterly amazing. I am complete in You and 
You leave me lacking for nothing. I praise You because of who 
You are. Even though I may wander, You are always there. I 
join my voice with all Your followers. Amen 
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Offerings  Numbers 28-29 

The LORD said to Moses, “Give this command to the Israelites and say to them: ’See 
that you present to me at the appointed time the food for my offerings made by fire, as 
an aroma pleasing to me.’”  Numbers 28:1-2 

As I read these two chapters today, I cannot help but see that God is looking for 
offerings to Him to be the rhythm of life for the Israelites.  It starts with the daily 
offering on the altar—required and voluntary, then moves to weekly, then monthly, 
then the annual. Each of these would be a constant reminder of the need to regularly 
and continually bring offerings to the LORD. I would imagine there was a constant 
aroma on earth as these fires burned the animals sacrificed each day.  It would cause 
one to realize the importance of a constant aroma of offering being brought before the 
LORD. The aroma that the LORD found so sweet was not the smell of burning flesh, 
but of the hearts that were given over in continual praise and prayer and devotion to 
Him. The offerings were designed to be an outward reflection of the heart—every day 
of the year. I need to be considering this. How is my daily offering to the LORD an 
aroma that is sweet before Him? Am I continually giving my heart over to Him as an 
offering? Am I participating in the daily, weekly, monthly, and annual gatherings at 
the church? Am I giving generously in all ways from a heart of devotion to my LORD?  

Monday,  November  2 ,  2015  

Tuesday,  November  3 ,  2015  
Vows and Vengeance  Numbers 30-31 

The LORD said to Moses, “Take vengeance on the Midianites for the Israelites. After 
that, you will be gathered to your people.”  Numbers 31:1-2 

It is time for Moses’ last battle. In this verse I see that God is true to His word. His 
holiness requires justice. He told Moses in 25:17 that the Midianites would need to be 
killed for their part in the seduction of Israel away from God.  It can be hard to 
understand the apparent slaughter and see that as coming from the hand of God, and 
yet, we see that is exactly what it is. I hold on to the fact that God is loving, but I must 
remember that He is holy and just. He will not be mocked. The account of Balaam’s 
death in this chapter makes that very clear. God also reminds Moses that he will soon 
be done on this earth because of disobedience. Again, the holiness of God will not 
allow him to remain. As I read this account, it causes me to be burdened for all the 
“Midianites” I see each day. Every person I see who does not know God is destined 
for judgment that is even more severe than that we see in this passage. I can forget that 
God must judge sin. He judged sin as Christ hung on the cross bearing the awesome 
weight of sin. But that is only effective for those who are true followers of Jesus. 
Everyone else will face the vengeance of God. His wrath will be poured out on them. 
That is what this account makes very clear for me. How can God use me to tell His 
story?  

Dear Lord, Your word stands and Your justice stands. Help me see Your holiness as I 
read these passages and then use them in my life to draw me more to You.  Amen. 

Monday,  Apr i l  4 ,  2016  

Tuesday,  Apr i l  5 ,  2016  

And then  Numbers 32-33 

“But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land, those you allow to remain will 
become barbs in your eyes and thorns in your sides. They will give you trouble in the 
land where you will live. And then I will do to you what I plan to do to them.       
 Numbers 33:55-56 

This will be a verse that lives throughout the Old Testament and into the New. The 
Israelites had an opportunity. They could live in one of two promises. The one 
described in verses 50-54 or 55-56. God was making it clear that the land they were 
about to enter was His. It always has been and always will be. He will decree and 
allow people to live there at His pleasure. If the Israelites were obedient, God would 
be pleased to bless them with a land flowing with milk and honey. But if they chose 
not to obey and drive out all foreign Gods, then they would not be allowed to be in 
the land either. I need to remember to watch for this as I continue to read through the 
account of this chosen nation. Of course, history tells me that they did not purify the 
land as God decreed and then God did to them what he had planned for their 
enemies. It is so important for me to see that I need to rid myself of anything that is 
vying for my heart of worship. All other gods and idols must go. They must be 
destroyed in my life, because they will give me trouble and they will bring the 
discipline of God. 

Dear Lord, help me remember to live in the promise of Your provision and grace. 
Please move in my heart to rid myself of everything in my life that is opposed to You. 

Wednesday,  November  4 ,  2015  

Thursday,  November  5 ,  2015  
Shechinah   Numbers 34-35 

“Do not defile the land where you live and where I dwell, for I, the LORD, dwell 
among the Israelites.”  Numbers 35:34 

God dwelling in the midst of Israel is represented in the Hebrew term Shechinah. In 
this verse I get a chance to see the reason for the laws about murder. Immediately my 
mind goes to Cain and Abel. God says that Abel’s blood cries out to him from the 
ground (Gen. 4:10). Bloodshed pollutes the land and only the one who shed that blood 
can atone for it. It is the land that the Israelites live in, but it is the land where God 
dwells—at His discretion, as He dwells among the people. Since it is the land in which 
He dwells, it must not be polluted in this way. We understand that many deaths will be 
happening in this land as the Israelites move in and purify the land. Those deaths are 
decreed by God. These are not the deaths God is speaking of here. 

What I need to see in this is that as God dwells in me in the Person of the Holy Spirit 
then I must be very careful not to pollute my heart, mind, or soul in any way. It also 
means that as I live in community with other followers of Jesus, I, must be very careful 
not to pollute that body in any way either! My sin impacts the whole. It even extends 
to the larger body of Christ—every follower in the world! 

Dear God, I am overwhelmed to think that You dwell in me. Please forgive me for all 
the ways I pollute Your dwelling place. Help me please to find joy in keeping Your 
dwelling place pure. Help me see the importance of that in the community of Christ 
followers as well. Amen. 

Wednesday,  Apr i l  6 ,  2016  

Thursday,  Apr i l  7 ,  2016  


