
Saturday, May 22, 2021 

Tongue 

For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect 
man, able also to bridle his whole body. If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey 
us, we guide their whole bodies as well. Look at the ships also: though they are so large and are 
driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot 
directs. So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things.  James 3:2-5 
 
As you prepare your heart for the message tomorrow, take some time to read and/or listen to 
James 3:1-12. If you have time, read and/or listen to the entire letter. Consider the tongue and 
the power it has to do great good or great harm. On the journey to completion, it is important to 
understand how to have our words reveal a heart that has been changed. Let the words of James 
wash over you as you prepare your heart for service this weekend.  
 

Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Friday, May 21, 2021 

Confirm 

Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you practice 
these qualities you will never fall. For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance 
into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.      
                    2 Peter 1:10-11 
If you are a follower of Jesus, if you have responded to the effectual call of God, then your life 
should confirm that it is real. You should be living out your calling. Each of us has a calling. God 
has called you for a purpose. You are to make him known in the unique way he has created, 
gifted, and empowered you. You are to be diligent in confirming that in your life so that he can be 
known. For those who do there is a rich entrance into the presence of God in his eternal kingdom 
waiting. It is a guarded entrance. It is not an entrance open to all—only to those who have a 
genuine, living faith. What is the call that God has on your life? What is your vocation? What is 
your avocation (hobby)? Culture has taught us to think of ourselves as consumers. God has 
designed us to be contributors. Culture has taught us that our jobs are about compensation, God 
teaches us that our jobs are about contribution. How is the calling on your life and the things you 
do throughout the day allowing you to contribute to the building of the kingdom of God? How are 
those efforts preparing your to walk through the richly provided entrance into the eternal kingdom 
of God?  

May 17–22, 2021 

Each week we look a little more deeply into the message that was preached so that you can dive in and learn how to 
study the Bible for yourself. Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, 

To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours by the righteousness of 

our God and Savior Jesus Christ: 

May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 

His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted 
to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world 
because of sinful desire. For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith 
with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control 
with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly 
affection, and brotherly affection with love. For if these qualities are yours and are 
increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having 
forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. Therefore, brothers, be all the more 
diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these qualities you will never 
fall. For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 2 Peter 1:1-11 

 

  

The journey to completion seeks to confirm the call of God. 



Tuesday, May 18, 2021 

Precious 

Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who through the righteousness of 
our God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours: Grace and peace be 

yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.    2 Peter 1:1-2 

Peter starts his second letter by helping his readers know the truth that their faith is precious. He 
knows it to be as precious as his own faith. We can lose sight of this if we are not careful. The 
effectual call of God is responded to by faith. That faith, like everything else we have, comes from 
God. It is a precious gift indeed. If, like Peter, you have come to realize just how precious your 
faith is, you will have a burning desire for others to know that faith and to know the preciousness 
and value of that faith. It seems that we get distracted from this. We have all sorts of things in our 
lives that we see as valuable. Some of them very good things like family and church and some 
not so good. But as we see our faith as valuable above these other things, the idols in our lives 
move away and we can bask in the freedom of living out our purpose—our calling. Grace and 
peace become ours in abundance. Today, ponder the faith you have received and consider the 
ways you consider it precious. What are some of the things in your life that you have considered 

of greater value? How has that kept you from God’s abundance?  

Monday, May 17, 2021 

Called 

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God. 
                 Romans 1:1 
I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which 
you have been called.                   Ephesians 4:1 
 

There is a calling that each person who has come to know Jesus as their Savior has received. It 
is a call of God. We are not able to come to Christ apart from God’s call. That is God’s effectual 
call. Each person who has been effectually called by God has received a calling from God as 
well. The calling we have received from God to walk in a worthy manner. We are to live godly 
lives in the power of the Holy Spirit. In that way, every follower of Jesus has a common calling. 
Yet, there seems to be a unique calling as well. Paul can say that he was called to be an apostle. 
Old Testament priests were called by God for special work (Hebrews 5:4). The nation of Israel 
was called to be a “kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Exodus 19:6). Those purchased by the 
blood of Jesus from every tribe and language and people and nation have been called to be a 
kingdom of priests to serve our God as well (Revelation 5:1). So, we see that we have received 
an individual calling, but also a community calling. As we journey to completion, we seek to know 
and confirm the call of God on our lives. Ultimately that calling is to make our God known. It is to 
reveal him to the world that he has created. He does that through each of those he has uniquely 
created and redeemed for his purpose. Stop and consider your calling. Have you responded to 
the effectual call of God? Have you exchanged your life of sin for his life of righteousness? If so, 
how are you living out your calling?  

Wednesday, May 19, 2021 

Power 

His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to us 
his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the 
divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.  

2 Peter 1:3-4 
Please read and/or listen to 2 Peter today to gain some context for the verses we are looking at. 
We are looking forward to the day when the lord comes and makes all things right. It is a day that 
is awaited even as we live out our lives here in accordance with the knowledge of the One who 
called us. The two verses we are focused on today have much information. The divine power of 
God has granted to us all the pertinent things we need to live and to live in a godly way. God has 
called us to his glory and excellence—his goodness. It is his divine power that allows us to know 
him. His Spirit in us reveals him to us through his word and his presence. His precious and great 
promises, as revealed in Scripture and enlightened by the Spirit, allow us to know God more and 
more. Taking hold of these promises allows us to become a partaker of the divine nature. It is not 
that we become God, but that we become part of his family. In that way, we find ourselves “in 
God” (John 17:21), so that the world may know that God sent Jesus. Being in Christ allows us to 
escape the clutches of this world. How has “His divine power... [which has] granted to us all things 
that pertain to life and godliness” changed the way you live, allowing you to live out your calling?  
   

Thursday, May 20, 2021 

Increasing 

For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with 
knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and 
steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with 
love. For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For whoever lacks these qualities is so 
nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins.  

 2 Peter 1:5-9 

Peter gives a list in these verses of the various virtues that need to be present and increasing in 
the lives of those who are in Christ. It is not intended to be a ladder or staircase that needs to be 
ascended in order. Rather is a compilation of virtues that are part of the believer’s life as the Holy 
Spirit takes up residence. These qualities are yours as a follower of Jesus. The joy in the journey 
to completion is found in allowing these virtues to increase in your life. Allowing the power of God 
to increase these virtues will let you be effective and fruitful in your calling. You will bask in the life 
God has designed for you and find the freedom of living a godly life, embracing the forgiveness of 
God and dwelling intimately in his presence. Notice that this is of such great importance that you 
are to make every effort to have these virtues increase in your life. Seek intimacy with God. If you 
care to live the life that you have truly been designed to live you must have intimate time with 
God. You can not know him intimately by listening to others talk about him. He will stay distant 
from you and you will not increase in these virtues. Do you have daily, intimate time with God? If 

not, how can today be the start? If so, bask in it! 


