
Saturday, May 15, 2021 
Callings 
I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which 
you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 
love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Ephesians 4:1-3 
A big part of living faith and seeking to do the works that God has prepared for you as a follower 
of Jesus is discovering and living out the calling that God has placed on your life. Each follower of 
Jesus has been called to a calling so that the Church may be built, so that unity may be 
strengthened, and so that the world can know that Jesus is the head of the Church. As you 
prepare your heart for the services tomorrow, please read Ephesians 4:1-16. If you have time, 
read and/or listen to the letter in its entirety. Come asking the Lord to help you know the call that 
is on your life! 

Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Friday, May 14, 2021 
Sacrifice 
Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless? Was not 
Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 
 James 2:20-21 

A living faith is a faith that is yearning to obey sacrificially. To make his point, James gives the 
illustration of Abraham and Rahab (James 2:20-26). Abraham was considered righteous 
(justified) by his act of sacrificial obedience. He believed and it was credited to him as 
righteousness. Imagine the faith it would have taken to obey this command of the Lord. His 
actions proved the depth of his faith, but more than that, they proved the depth of his relationship 
with God. He was called God’s friend. He knew God. He did not just know about him like the 
demons. He knew him in deep and personal relationship. That allowed him to trust. It allowed him 
to serve. I believe that he yearned to obey and serve the Lord. To stay alive on the journey to 
completion is to rest in the Lord and to trust in him by waiting in his presence. It is coming to a 
point in your life where you seek to know the presence of the Lord in your life, and you seek to 
stay in that presence. You realize that self-centered acts of disobedience (sin) separate you from 
the awareness of his presence and you yearn for there to be no distance, so you willingly and 
sacrificially obey. You are a radical follower of Jesus! Take time today to consider how you are 
yearning to obey the Lord in your life. Are you ready to sacrifice? 

May 10–15, 2021 

Each week we look a little more deeply into the message that was preached so that you can dive in and learn how to 
study the Bible for yourself. Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have 
works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking 
in daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” 
without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? So also 
faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 
But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart 
from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. You believe that God is 
one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! Do you want to be 
shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless? Was not 
Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the 
altar? You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed 
by his works; and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, Abraham believed God, and 
it was counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. You 
see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. And in the same way 
was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she received the 
messengers and sent them out by another way? For as the body apart from the 
spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead. 
 James 2:14-26  
 

The journey to completion requires staying alive. 



Tuesday, May 11, 2021 
Dead 
So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. James 2:17 
The journey to completion is a journey of faith—living faith. It requires that our faith be alive. A 
dead faith cannot save. A living faith is a faith that is growing in the life of a believer. As that faith 
grows, it transforms them more and more into the image of Christ. A living faith is a 
transformational faith. A transformational faith changes the believer so that they desire to be 
about the work of the Lord. It becomes their food (John 4:34-38). As believers, we seek to be 
about the work of the Lord, doing his will and reaching into this world with the love and grace of 
the kingdom of heaven—the kingdom of which we are citizens (Philippians 3:20). If this does not 
identify your life, James would ask you to consider if you have a living faith. He would say that 
your faith is a dead faith. If you are not being changed by your faith in Jesus, then it is very 
possible that you do not have a faith that saves. It may be a faith that makes you feel good or that 
makes you feel better than others, but it is not a faith that is moving you to sanctification. Many 
people grow up in the church and think that they have a living faith, but their actions prove 
otherwise. Spend some time with the Lord today. Ask him to reveal to you if your faith is a living 
faith. Search your heart for the real truth. 

Monday, May 10, 2021 
Mercy 
Mercy triumphs over judgment. James 2:13b 
“But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his 
breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’” Luke 18:13 
Mercy triumphs over judgment. This is a key teaching in James’ letter. But what is mercy that 
triumphs over judgment? In Luke 18, Jesus tells a parable of a Pharisee and a tax collector who 
were both praying. Read Luke 18:9-14 and see the two prayers. Notice what Jesus says about 
the prayer of the tax collector. He went away justified. His prayer for mercy triumphed over 
judgment. This requires humility. We must come to the place where we do not stand in judgment 
over others. We must have mercy flood our hearts and minds and the very core of who we are. 
That mercy is something we must seek earnestly, but to seek it we must admit that we are in 
deep need of it every moment of the day. In truth, we could have this be our prayer without 
ceasing, “O God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” Every moment of every day I must realize that I 
need the mercy of God. I am forgiven because of the sacrifice of Jesus, but I still must humbly 
come before God and confess my need for mercy and forgiveness. When I see the depth of my 
sin, it gets very hard to see the sin of others as any worse than my own (1 Timothy 1:15; Matthew 
7:3-5). There is great victory to be had in searching for the mercy of God by realizing the depth of 
your sin. It allows you to triumph over judgment. It allows your faith to truly be alive. Several times 
throughout the day, pray this prayer to the Lord. Allow it to become part of your daily prayer life so 
that you may experience triumphant victory! 

Wednesday, May 12, 2021 
Works (part 1)  
But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from your 
works, and I will show you my faith by my works. You believe that God is one; you do well. Even 
the demons believe—and shudder! James 2:18-19 
A believer who has a living faith will do the works of the Father. Those works done through and 
for the Father will reveal the living faith of the person doing them. It is not that works bring the 
faith; it is that the living faith can’t help but reveal the Father through the works done for him from 
a heart of loving obedience. Many say that they believe in God, but their lives do not show it. 
They embrace things that are detestable, and they do not follow in the truth of his word, his will, 
and his leading. In this way, their belief is like that of the demons. This verse has always stuck 
with me. The demons know God. They know the Triune God—Father, Son, Holy Spirit. They 
believe and shudder at his presence and his power. They do not serve him. They do not love him. 
They do not obey him. They do not live for him. They live for self. Sadly, this is the identification 
of many who claim the name of Jesus. They believe that Jesus died for sins, and they may 
believe that he is God, but it is a mere acknowledgement of the truth. It is not an understanding 
that his deity and sovereignty requires a death to self so that life may come. There has not been 
the necessary exchange. Repentance is required. We must exchange our life of sin for his life of 
righteousness. We must repent of our rebellious and autonomous desires, ask for forgiveness, 
and seek refuge in his mercy. We must be reborn to a new life in Christ. Have you been born 
again? Do you have a living faith or is it the faith like that of a demon? 

Thursday, May 13, 2021 
Works (part 2) 
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
 Ephesians 2:8-10 

We are saved by grace through faith. Our works do not save us and yet, as believers, we are the 
workmanship of God—his handiwork. Paul is quick to remind the Ephesians that they have been 
created (new creations) in Christ Jesus for good works. Works are the reason that we have been 
saved. Each of us who has been saved has been saved so that we can do the good work that 
God has prepared for us. We are to complete that work (Colossians 4:17, as an example). It is 
easy to get distracted by this world. It is easy to get so involved in the pursuit of personal 
pleasure and affluence that we miss the reason we are here. We are not here to serve self; we 
are here to serve the Lord. We live to serve him. We will serve him and worship him for all 
eternity and we find our greatest joy when we live out that purpose. Ponder today what work it is 
that God has prepared for you beforehand. Before you were born, God had prepared work for you 
to do for him. It has been specially prepared for you to do. He took great joy in preparing it, 
knowing the joy you would experience as you lived out your purpose. Consider how much 
prepared work is going uncompleted because of disobedience. Imagine the impact followers of 
Jesus could have in this world if they willingly, by the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit, gave 
themselves with reckless abandon to the work that has been prepared. Imagine the impact you 
could have today if you sought diligently to do the work he has prepared for you for this day. 


