
Saturday, May 1, 2021 
Mercy triumphs over judgment! I’m reminded of John 16:33, where we are told 
that Jesus has overcome troubles in this world. Jesus has overcome death and 
He is certainly victorious; He has overcome and triumphed. Let us all praise Him 
for these things. However, the meaning of this verse has even more depth than a 
statement of Jesus’ victories. The new law that Jesus brought with His life, death, 
and resurrection, is a law that gives freedom (James 2:12)! Obedience to God’s 
commands brings true freedom in our lives. Therefore, when we are able to show 
mercy rather than judgment, it allows us to live in the freedom designed for us 
within God’s laws. We are free when we choose to give mercy over judgment. 
Also, as we choose to show mercy over judgment, we are allowing others to live 
in the freedom that comes from a lack of judgment as well. Jesus’ mercy over 
judgment certainly triumphs; but we can also share in that victory as we seek the 
Lord to help us show mercy over judgment, as well. Spend some time reflecting 
on James 2:12. We have many reasons to be thankful to the GLORIOUS Lord 
Jesus Christ from even this one verse! 

Larry Wissell, elder 

Friday, April 30, 2021 
We spent time on Sunday discussing that mercy sees people as God sees them. 
As we begin to look at others the way God sees them, it will move us away from 
judgment and showing favoritism. James 2:5 reminds us that God chooses the 
value of man. Acts 10:34 tells us that God does not show favoritism. 1 Samuel 
16:7 reminds us that “man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks 
at the heart.” Do you find yourself judging by outward appearance? Perhaps if we 
begin to look at man’s heart we will be more in tune to the needs of others. Who 
are those in our lives who are in need of goodness in time of distress? As we 
understand that God’s character is to show us mercy, we should then be ready to 
be merciful to others. Spend time looking over these verses today, and pray that 
God will help us to look at the hearts of others rather than just the outward 
appearance, so that we may begin to see others the way God sees them. 

April 26–May 1, 2021 

Each week we look a little more deeply into the message that was preached so that you can dive in and learn how to 
study the Bible for yourself. Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
glory. For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a 
poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, and if you pay attention to the one who wears 
the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the poor man, 
“You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” have you not then made distinctions 
among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers, 
has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the 
kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him? But you have dishonored the 
poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you into 
court? Are they not the ones who blaspheme the honorable name by which you were 
called? 
If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself,” you are doing well. But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one 
point has become guilty of all of it. For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, 
“Do not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do murder, you have become a 
transgressor of the law. So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law 
of liberty. For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs 
over judgment. 
 James 2:1-13 
 
 
The journey to completion includes embracing God’s mercy. 



Tuesday, April 27, 2021 
Yesterday we took time to worship God for HIs character of mercy, goodness, 
and lovingkindness. Today, let’s look at how God’s character has affected us.  
1 Peter 1:3-5 tells us to praise God because of what He has done for us “in his 
great mercy.” It is because of God’s mercy that He has given us hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus. It is because of God’s mercy that we have an 
inheritance that will never spoil. It is because of God’s mercy that we have been 
called into his family. You have been a recipient of God’s goodness and 
lovingkindness during a time of distress. You were once separated from God 
because of your sin and through his mercy have been rescued!  
Read 1 Peter 1:3-9 and take time to reflect on how God’s lovingkindness and 
goodness have impacted your life. Rejoice in this truth! 

Monday, April 26, 2021 
In the beginning verses of James 2, believers in the GLORIOUS Lord Jesus 
Christ are called away from showing partiality and into a lifestyle of mercy. Our 
actions of obedience must first begin with an understanding of God and His 
character. Take time today to reflect on the mercy of God. As we looked at on 
Sunday, God’s mercy reveals his lovingkindness and overall goodness. Read 
through Psalm 27. What evidence of God’s mercy is revealed in this chapter?
How has God revealed his goodness and lovingkindness to you? Psalm 23:6 and 
Psalm 33:5 (King James Version) remind us that God’s goodness and love will 
follow us all the days of our lives and that the earth is full of God’s goodness. 
Let’s take time today to thank God for these qualities and worship Him for His 
character of lovingkindness and goodness. 

Wednesday, April 28, 2021 
As believers in Jesus, James makes it clear that we must not show favoritism. 
Our faith in Jesus should affect our relationship with others. The example in 
James 2:2-4 deals with our interactions with two different types of people. The 
first one is the man “wearing a gold ring and fine clothes.” This man represents 
those in our lives that we may be tempted to show favoritism to in order to 
receive something for ourselves. Do we treat others in a more favorable way 
because we believe they may have something to offer us? Do we treat others in 
a more favorable way because we fear that, if we don’t, they may be the type of 
person to mistreat us? Either way, treating others in a certain way because of 
what we may get in return is not the way Jesus would have us treat others. It is 
showing favoritism in a way that James tells us we must not do. Even Jesus 
came to serve and not to be served (Matthew 20:28). Let us be challenged by 
James’ words to treat others for their good, not for what we may gain from them. 
James reminds us to “love your neighbor as yourself;” he does not say to love 
your neighbor for the sake of yourself. Consider what Philippians 2:3-4 has to say 
about this. 

Thursday, April 29, 2021 
When we look at James 2:2-4, the second man James mentions is the “poor man 
in shabby clothes.” James reminds us not to discriminate against others with evil 
thoughts. We are reminded not to insult the poor and that favoritism is sin. As we 
continue further into the passage, we are told to “love your neighbor as yourself.” 
In Luke 10:25-37, Jesus confirms a summary of the law: “Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all 
your mind and love your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus then tells the story of the 
good Samaritan, and claims that to be a neighbor to another is to show them 
mercy. Jesus repeated these teachings and James recognized the emphasis of 
these things within Jesus’ teaching. As believers in Jesus, are we judging others 
with evil thoughts, or are we focused on loving as neighbors by showing mercy? 
As we recognize God’s goodness and lovingkindness to us, we should be ready 
to show the same to those in our lives who are in need of these things. 


