
Saturday, April 24, 2021 
Undefiled 
If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this 
person's religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to 
visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. 
 James 1:26-27 

As we look at these verses today, we must remember that James is not saying that pure religion 
only involves caring for orphans and widows and keeping oneself unstained from the world. It 
seems that James has been impacted by Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount and the Proverbs. In each 
of these, we see a style of teaching that includes apparent absolutes that are meant to make a 
proverbial point. The point that he is making is that to keep your religion pure and undefiled it 
must have an expression of the heart of God. God’s heart for justice, especially expressed in care 
for widows and orphans, can be found often in the Old Testament. God’s heart for justice is 
clearly seen. It is this heart for justice that is fueled when we escape the trappings of this world 
and keep our eyes and hearts focused on things above (Colossians 3:2). Take time today to 
consider how you see the things of this world. In what ways is the world trying to stain you? How 
are you keeping yourself undefiled? How are you helping those who are helpless? What is your 
heart toward them? 

Pastor Chuck Cervenka 

Friday, April 23, 2021 
Religious 
If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this 
person's religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to 
visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. 
 James 1:26-27 

Please read James 1:26-27 today in a couple of different translations. James again talks about 
self-deception. Our sin nature is so strong in us. It allows us to think that sinful things are 
acceptable. My friend Kevin said that sin makes you stupid. I have found that to be quite true in 
my own life. This word for “religion” is found only a handful of times in the New Testament. It 
seems that James uses it here to describe the difference between the ceremonial aspects of 
what religion can be and what true religion must be. It is not just the outward practices of 
Christianity that are pure. It is the inward transformation that reveals itself in a changing life. 
James will come back to the three themes of these verses in the rest of the letter: 1) the tongue 
must be controlled; 2) there must be a heart for justice—a concern for the helpless; 3) worldliness 
must be avoided. If you get a chance today, read through the remainder of the letter of James, 
looking for an expansion of these themes. Ask the Lord to show you whether your religion is pure 
and true or if there are any places where you might be trapped in some outward rituals that are 
keeping you from the riches of his truth. 

April 19–24, 2021 

Each week we look a little more deeply into the message that was preached so that you can dive in and learn how to 
study the Bible for yourself. Consider using this as a small group or family study guide. 

Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, 
slow to anger; for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God. 
Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with 
meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 
But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if 
anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently 
at his natural face in a mirror. For he looks at himself and goes away and at once 
forgets what he was like. But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of 
liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will 
be blessed in his doing. 
If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his 
heart, this person's religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before 
God the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep 
oneself unstained from the world. 
 James 1:19-27 
 
 
  

The journey to completion rejects self-deception. 



Tuesday, April 20, 2021 
Implanted 
Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the 
implanted word, which is able to save your souls.  James 1:21 
Please read James 1:18-27 today. Notice that, in verse 18, James helps his readers understand 
that believers have been brought forth (reborn) by the word of truth. The word of truth is the 
message of God. It is the gospel, but it is much more. It is the revealed word of God. It is the word 
of God, implanted in your life, that can save your soul. It is the word of God, which should be 
received with meekness, or humility. If we are to put away everything in our life that is opposed to 
God, we must set aside our pride. Our pride puts us in opposition to God and to his word. Even 
after the word is implanted in us as believers, we must still humbly accept and seek what the 
word teaches us. Here is the key to taking the impossible steps to completion: it is the humble 
reception of what the word of God teaches. The Holy Spirit, while not mentioned here, is the one 
who illuminates that word and empowers the believer to live that life. How are you receiving the 
word of God that has been implanted in you? Are you humble in the way you approach the truths 
of Scripture? Are you ready to submit yourself to the authority of what the word of God says? 

Monday, April 19, 2021 
Righteousness 
Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 
for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God.  James 1:19-20 

Please read James 1:19-27 today. If you have a chance, read and/or listen to the letter in its 
entirety. James speaks often in his letter about the contrast between the lives of believers and 
non-believers. There can be no doubt, as you read this letter, that James believes there must be 
a visible and tangible difference in the life of a follower of Jesus. You cannot have a genuine 
encounter with Jesus and remain the same. The moment you are born again, you begin a journey 
to completion. It is an exciting and wonderful journey. It is the journey that seeks to have the 
image of God restored to its original beauty in your life. The process that brings you to this 
completion is not hard, it is impossible—apart from God. Yet, in seeking God and his design for 
your restored life, you will find the journey exhilarating! James longs for his readers to know the 
joy of living out the new life that is found in Christ. Part of that joy is found in choosing behavior 
that is pleasing to God. James speaks of the importance of choosing to be quick to listen, slow to 
speak and slow to anger. The anger of man does not produce behavior that is pleasing to God. 
We all know this is true. Yet, it seems that anger is the language of the day. Whether it is 
confrontational or the silent treatment, anger allows people to maintain their own point of view 
without listening to try to hear the heart of another. How are you doing in listening to others? Are 
you quick to be thinking of how you will answer them or defend yourself or are you prayerfully 
listening to them express themselves, trying to hear their heart? 

Wednesday, April 21, 2021 
Doers 
But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.  James 1:22 

Please read James 1:18-27 again today, especially focusing on verse 22. Try looking it up in a 
couple of different translations. Many times, in our efforts to move away from legalism, we 
emphasize the relational nature of Christianity and how that sets us apart from other religions. 
This is very true; we must realize that genuine salvation is not possible apart from a relationship 
with Jesus that comes through repentance. But what also must be emphasized is that repentance 
is a decision to do things differently! James will spend time unpacking this in greater detail in the 
rest of his letter, but here, in this short sentence, he helps us see that just listening to what the 
word of God says is not the end goal. The purpose is to have life change happen. Instead of 
being doers of sin, we become doers of the word—the word that is implanted in us—the word by 
which we have been reborn. That word, which gives us new life, is the word that gives us 
direction on how to live the new life—and stopping at the hearing part is not going to help. I spent 
many years just listening to the word. There were small changes in my actions, but most times 
even those were self-serving. It was when I learned how to let Scripture read me that I learned 
how to have it change my life and the things that I do. If you think that you can have an intimate 
relationship with God—the relationship he intends and that you long for—and not have the word 
change your life, you are sadly deceived. You are just fooling yourself. Ask God to show you the 
places that you need to change in your life. Then, do it! Let’s be doers of the word. 

Thursday, April 22, 2021 
Blessed 
For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his 
natural face in a mirror. For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was 
like. But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no 
hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing  James 1:23-25 
The verses we are looking at today help us see what it means to let the word of God read you. It 
is a desire to let the word of God look deeply into who you are. It is meditating on the word, 
allowing the word to do its perfect work in your life. There is an incredible blessing waiting for 
those who learn how to do this. It takes time. It requires intentionality. It requires focus and it 
requires a release to be ready to enjoy the beauty of God, as revealed in his word. It is looking 
with a smile at what he desires for you. Each day, you have the opportunity to walk through the 
garden of God’s truth. You get to gaze at its beauty and smell the aroma of its love. As you read, 
you can take moments to pause on a bench in the garden and let the aroma sweep over you and 
let the beauty drive away the darkness, despair, and sin in your life. And as you leave the garden 
of your daily time in the word, you have the opportunity to take one or two of the blossoms with 
you that most impacted you that morning, letting their presence in your life impact your actions 
that day. You are gazing deeply into the mirror. You will be blessed. 


